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}.  Ward  Shank,  Broadway,  Virginia 
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Paul  Voegtlin,  Tofield,  Alberta,  Canada 

(  Alberta-Saskatchewan  ) 
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Paul  M.  Miller,  Goshen,  Indiana 

(Indiana-Michigan  ) 
George  S.  Miller,  Wellman,  Iowa 

(Iowa-Nebraska) 
Orie  O.  Miller,  Akron,  Pennsylvania 

(Lancaster) 
Leroy  Schrock,  Glen  Flora,  Wisconsin 

(North  Central) 
Abner  G.  Stoltzfus,  Kinzers,  Pennsylvania 

(Ohio  and  Eastern  A.M.) 
Nelson  Kanagy,  West  Liberty,  Ohio 

(Ohio  and  Eastern  A.M.) 
Floyd  Schmucker 

North  Markham,  Ont.,  Canada  (Ontario) 


S.  E.  Eicher,  Albany,  Oregon  (Pacific  Coast) 
Wilbert  R.  Nafziger,  Harper,  Kansas 

(South  Central) 
Joe  H.  Yoder,  Phoenix,  Arizona 

(South  Pacific) 
Aaron  Mast,  Belleville,  Pennsylvania 

(Southwestern  Pennsylvania) 
!.  Ward  Shank,  Broadway,  Va.  (Virginia) 
Harvey  E.  Shank,  Chambersburg,  Pa. 
(Washington  Co.,  Md.  and  Franklin  Co.,  Pa.) 
Emanuel  Swartzendruber,  Pigeon,  Michigan 
(Conservative  A.M.) 

Chairmen  of  District  Mission  Boards 

M.  D.  Stutzman,  Kingman,  Alberta,  Canada 
(Alberta-Saskatchewan) 
Elmer  M.  Mack,  Souderton,  Pennsylvania 

(Franconia) 
Henry  J.  King,  Arthur,  Illinois  (Illinois) 
Homer  F.  North,  Nappanee,  Indiana 

(Indiana-Michigan) 
Ammon  M.  Miller,  Milford,  Nebraska 

(Iowa-Nebraska) 
Henry  F.  Garber,  Mount  Joy,  Pennsylvania 

(Lancaster) 
A.  L.  Glick,  Minot,  North  Dakota 

(North  Central) 
Menno  L.  Troyer,  Elida,  Ohio 

(Ohio  and  Eastern  A.M). 
Simon  B.  Martin 

North  Markham,  Ont.,  Canada  (Ontario) 
Raymond  Mishler,  Sheridan,  Oregon 

(Pacific  Coast) 
R.  P.  Horst,  Kansas  City,  Kansas 

(South  Central) 
Ed  B.  Harder,  Upland,  California 

(South  Pacific) 
John  L.  Horst,  Scottdale,  Pennsylvania 

(Southwestern  Pennsylvania) 
Jacob  A.  Shenk  [Deceased]  (Virginia) 
Walter  Lehman,  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania 
(Washington  Co.,  Md.  and  Franklin  Co.,  Pa.) 
Eli  L.  Swartzentruber,  Greenwood,  Delaware 
(Conservative  A.M.) 

Chairmen  of  Local  Boards 

Paul  Bender,  Goshen,  Indiana 

(Mennonite  Youth  Village,  Michigan) 


Walter  W.  Burkholder  ,  Sanford  Miller,  Protection,  Kansas 

Markham,  Ont.,  Canada  (Toronto  Mission)  (Hospital,  Greensburg,  Kansas) 

Allen  B.  Ebersole,  Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana  Aaron  J.  Peachey,  Rittman,  Ohio 

(Ft.  Wayne  Mission)  (Home  for  the  Aged) 

E.  S.  Hallman,  Tuleta,  Texas  Frank  B.  Raber,  Detroit,  Michigan 

(Mexican  Border,  Texas)  (Detroit  Mission) 

Paul  J.  Hershey,  La  Junta,  Colorado  Paul  Sieber,  West  Liberty,  Ohio 

(La  Junta  Hospital)  (Orphans'  Home) 

J.  Magnar  Hjelmstad,  La  Junta,  Colorado  Clayton  Sutter,  Eureka,  Illinois 

(La  Junta  Mexican  Mission)  (Home  for  the  Aged) 

J.  J.  Hostetler,  Canton,  Ohio  A.  Lloyd  Swartzendruber,  Kalona,  Iowa 

(Canton  Mission)  (Children's  Home,  Kansas  City) 

Nelson  E.  KaufTman,  Hannibal,  Missouri  Wilfred  Ulrich,  Peoria,  Illinois 

(Culp,  Arkansas,  Mission  Area)  (Peoria  Mission) 

James  H.  Lark,  St.  Anne,  Illinois  Edward  Yoder,  Kansas  City,  Kansas 

(Chicago  Bethel  Mission — Colored)  (Twin  City  Missions) 

Earl  S.  Lehman,  Chicago,  Illinois  E.  M.  Yost,  Denver,  Colorado 

(Home  Mission)  (Denver  Mission) 

Glenn  B.  Martin,  Lima,  Ohio  (Lima  Mission) 

Annual  Meeting  of  the  Mennonite  Board  of 
Missions  and  Charities  Held  at  Goshen,  Indiana, 

June  10-13,  1950 

Friday  Afternoon,  June  9 

1:30     Conjoint  Executive  and  Missions  Committee 

Saturday  Forenoon,  June  10 

8:00     Conjoint  Relief  and  Missions  and  Executive  Committee 

Saturday  Afternoon 

1:30     Song  Service  W.  R.  Nafziger,  Harper,  Kans. 

Devotional  Period  Claude  M.  Shisler,  Souderton,  Pa. 

Business  Session  of  the  Board 

Closing  Prayer Aaron  Mast,  Belleville,  Pa. 

Saturday  Evening 

7:00     Public  Program  of  Annual  Mennonite  Youth  Fellowship  Meeting 
"Youth  Takes  Up  the  Task  of  Christ" 
7:00  Worship 

7:30  New  Horizons  J.  D.  Graber,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

8:00  Consecration  Service  Roy  D.  Roth,  Peoria,  111. 

8:15  The  Call  to  Discipleship  Harold  S.  Bender,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Sunday  Forenoon,  June  11 

9:30     Song  Service  Walter  E.  Yoder,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Devotional  Period  John   B.   Stauffer.  Tofield,  Alta. 

9:50     What  It  Means  to  Be  Lost T.  H.  Brenneman,  Sarasota,  Fla. 

10:50     What  It  Means  to  Be  Saved  P.  J.  Malagar,  C.  P.,  India 

11:10     Mission  Sermon,  II  Cor.  5:14  William  G.  Detweiler,  Orrville,  Ohio 

Closing  Prayer P.  J.  Malagar,  C.  P.,  India 

(Offering  for  India:  $639.04) 

Sunday  Afternoon 

1:45     Worship  and  Praise 

Chorister Albert  Buckwalter.  Hesston,  Kans. 

Devotional  Period  David  Shank.   Goshen,  Ind. 

2:10     The  Call  from  Our  Mission  Fields  (Five-minute  Testimonials) 

Central  Provinces,  India  Anna  Lois  Rohrer,  C.P.,   India 

Bihar,  India  S.  J.  Hostetler,  Bihar,  India 

Argentina  L.  S.  Weber,  Argentina 

Argentine  Chaco Mrs.  J.  W.  Shank.  Argentina 
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Puerto  Rico  Luke  Birky,  Puerto   Rico 

China  J.  Lawrence  Burkholder,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Japan  J.  D.   Graber,   Elkhart,   Ind. 

Honduras  Henry  F.  Garber,  Mt.  Joy,  Pa. 

Ethiopia .....Amos  S.  Horst,  Akron,  Pa. 

Tanganyika  Clinton  M.   Ferster,  Tanganyika 

Colored  Missions  Robert  Stoltzfus,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Mexican  Missions  David  Castillo,  La  Junta,  Colo. 

City  Missions J.  J.  Hostetler,   Canton,  Ohio 

Rural  Missions  William  Kurtz,  Loman,  Minnesota 

Jewish  Missions  Abner  G.  Stoltzfus,  Kinzers,  Pa. 

3:30     Our   Response   John   H.    Mosemann,    Goshen,    Ind. 

Closing  Prayer  J.  N.  Kauffman,  East  Peoria,  111. 

(Offering  for  South  America:  $825.29) 

Sunday  Evening 
7:00     Praise  and  Prayer 

Chorister  E.  M.  Yost,  Denver,  Colo. 

Devotional  Period  M.  L.  Troyer,  Elida,  Ohio 

7:20     Our  India  Mission  at  the  Half  Century Paul  Erb,  Scottdale,  Pa. 

8:15     The  New  Day  in  Missions J.  D.  Graber,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Closing  Prayer A.  C.  Good,  Sterling,  111. 

(Offering  for  Japan:  $761.98) 

Monday  Forenoon,  June  12 

8:30     Song  Service H.  J.  King,  Arthur,  111. 

Devotional  Period Linford  Hackman,  Carstairs,  Alberta 

Business  Session  of  the  Board 

Program  of  the  Mennonite  Medical  and  Nurses'  Associations 

8:00  Business  Meeting  of  Mennonite  Nurses'  Association 
8:00  Business  Meeting  of  Mennonite  Medical  Association 
9:30  Conjoint  Meeting  of  Medical  and  Nurses'  Association 
Discussion:  The  Church  and  Mental  Health  Problems 
Leader:  Norman  Loux,  M.D.,  Providence,  Rhode  Island 
11:00     Public  Program 

Devotional  Period  by  the  Chairman  H.  Clair  Amstutz,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Chorister  Mildred  Yoder,   Goshen,  Ind. 

The  Pastor's  and  Evangelist's  Approach  to  the  Emotionally 

and  Spiritually  Disturbed  Person  Paul  Mininger,  Goshen,  Ind. 

The  Nurse's  Part  in  Guiding  the  Emotionally 

Unstable  Person  Orpah  Mosemann,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Scriptural  Teaching  on  Sickness  and  Disease Harold  S.  Bender,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Closing  Prayer Harold  S.  Bender,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Monday  Afternoon 

1:30     Song  Service L.  L.  Swartzentruber,  Greenwood,  Del. 

Devotional  Period  Paul  Voegtlin,  Tofield,  Alberta 

1:45     The  Needs  and  Opportunities  for  Preparing  and 

Distributing  Christian  Literature Ford  Berg,  Scottdale,  Pa. 

2:30     Business  Session  of  the  Board 

Closing  Prayer  Paul  Mininger,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Monday  Evening 

7:00     Worship  and  Praise 

Song  Service  Walter   E.  Yoder,   Goshen,   Ind. 

Devotional  Period  John  L.  Horst,  Scottdale,  Pa. 

7:20     Spiritual  Rehabilitation  in  Europe Harold  S.  Bender,  Goshen,  Ind. 

8:10     The  Church's  Witness  Through  Relief  and  Service  Peter  Dyck,  Laird,  Sask. 

Closing  Prayer  Harry  A.  Diener,  Hutchinson,  Kans. 

(Offering  for  Relief  and  Service  Program:  $652.84) 

Tuesday  Forenoon,  June  13 

8:30     Song  Service  I.  Mark  Ross,  Hesston,  Kans. 

Devotional  Period  Scripture  verses  from  audience,  in  charge  of  John  H.  Mosemann 

Prayer,  by Henry  F.  Garber,  Mt.  Joy,  Pa. 

Business  Session  of  the  Board 

11:20     The  Record  of  Our  Giving  Melvin   Gingerich,  Goshen,   Ind. 

Closing  Prayer E.  M.  Yost,  Denver,  Colo. 
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Program  of  Women's  Missionary  Sewing  Circle  Auxiliary 

Song  Service  Hilda  Sudermann,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Devotional  Period  Edna  Good,  Argentina 

Promoting  Girls'  Activities  in  Our  Circles: 

Mrs.  I.  Mark  Ross,  Hesston,  Kans.  Anna  Rose  Nafziger,  Archbold,  Ohio 

Florence  Shantz,  Waterloo,  Ont.  Ella  Mae  Hooley,  Topeka,  lnd. 

Special  Music  Intermediate  Girls,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Reports  by  Secretaries  and  Treasurers 

Roll  Call  of  Christian  Workers  and  Appointees 

The  Call  of  the  Rural  District  Mrs.  John  Detwiler,  Culp,  Ark. 

Serving  "In  the  Name  of  Christ"  in  Pakistan 

Mildred  Shoemaker,  Dakota,  111. 
Preparing  Nurses  for  Christian  Service  Orpah  Mosemann,  Elkhart,  Ind. 
Special  Music  Goshen  College  Congregation 

Present  Day  Pioneering  in  Bihar,  India 

Mrs.  S.  J.  Hostetler,  Goshen,  Ind. 
Experiences  Among  the  Toba  Indian  Women 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Shank,  Chaco,  Argentina 
Closing  Prayer  Mrs.  A.  L.  Buzzard,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Offering:  $395.54 

Tuesday  Afternoon 
1:15     Final  Business  Session  of  the  Board 
2:00     Worship  and  Praise 

Song  Service  Roy  D.  Roth,  Peoria,  111. 

Devotional  Period  John  E.  Lapp,  Lansdale,  Pa. 

2:20    The  Biblical  Plan  for  Supporting  the  Work  of  the 

Church.  I  Cor.  16:2  W.  R.  Nafziger,  Harper,  Kans. 

2:50     Maintaining  the  Spirit  of  Sacrifice  in  Missionary  Endeavor  .J.  W.  Shank,  Argentina 
3:20     Appreciation  to  Nonagenarian  and  Octogenarian  Brethren,  former 

members  of  the  Board,  who  attended  this  Annual  Meeting 
3:25     Appointment  of  Missionaries 

Consecration  Service  for  Newly  Appointed 

Missionaries  C.   K.   Lehman,  Harrisonburg,  Va. 

Special  Prayer  for  All  Other  Missionaries  S.  E.  Allgyer,  West  Liberty,  Ohio 

Closing  Prayer  M.  D.  Stutzman,  Kingman,  Alta. 

(Offering  for  Puerto  Rico  Mission:  $483.44) 

Tuesday  Evening 
7:00    Worship  and  Praise 

Song  Service  . Albert  Buckwalter,  Hesston,  Kans. 

Devotional  Period J.  B.  Martin,  Waterloo,  Ont. 

Testimonies:  Portland  Rescue  Mission — Guy  Hostetler,  Portland,  Oreg. 
S.  Allen  Shirk,  Smoketown,  Pa. 

Jewish  Work — Margaret  Kreider,  Newport  News,  Va. 
Edith  Evans,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
J.  Frederick  Erb,  Waterloo,  Ont. 

7:20     Reading  of  Resolutions L.  S.  Weber  and  S.  J.  Hostetler 

7:30     Looking  Ahead  in  Home  Missions  C.  Warren  Long,  Tiskilwa,  111. 

8:10    "Occupy  Till  I  Come"  Allen  H.  Erb,  La  Junta,  Colo. 

Closing  Prayer  

(Offering  for  City  and  Rural  Missions:  $429.10) 
(Total  offerings,  including  M.Y.F.  and  Sewing  Circle:  $4,584.17) 
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Business  Sessions  of  the  Board 


(The  reports  as  read  appear  in  following 
sections.) 

June  10,  Saturday  Afternoon,  1:40  p.m. 

1.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the 
president,  John  H.  Mosemann. 

2.  Song  Service,  led  by  W.  R.  Nafziger. 

3.  Devotional  period,  in  charge  of  Claude 
Shisler.    (John  17) 

4.  The  proxies  submitted  by  the  secretary 
were  approved  on  motion. 

5.  Roll  call,  by  the  secretary.  A  quorum 
was  declared  to  be  present. 

6.  The  minutes  of  the  Executive  Committee 
held  during  the  year  were  read.  It  was  moved 
and  carried  to  approve  the  actions  of  the 
Executive  Committee. 

7.  Nominating  Committee.  On  motion 
the  following  committee  was  approved:  J.  B. 
Martin,  Chairman;  Henry  J.  King;  W.  R. 
Nafziger;  John  R.  Mumaw;  T.  H.  Brenne- 
man. 

8.  Report  of  the  president,  John  H.  Mose- 
mann.  On  motion  the  report  was  accepted. 

9.  Report  of  the  secretary,  J.  D.  Graber. 
On  motion  the  report  was  accepted. 

10.  Closing  prayer,  by  Aaron  Mast. 

June   10,   Saturday  Evening,  7:00  p.m. 

11.  Evening  service.  Public  program  of 
Annual  Mennonite  Youth  Fellowship  Meet- 
ing. 

June  11,  Sunday 

12.  Sunday  services.  Program  for  Sunday 
was  held  as  listed  in  another  section. 

June  12,  Monday  Morning  9:30  a.m. 

13.  Song  service,  by  Henry  J.  King. 

14.  Devotional  period,  in  charge  of  Linford 
D.  Hackman.  (Psalm  75:1-5;  77:13,  19; 
63:1-8)  Prayers  by  Ernest  Moyer,  Harry  Y. 
Shetler,  and  Paul  Voegtlin. 

15.  Resolutions  Committee.  On  motion 
the  following  committee  was  approved:  John 
L.  Horst,  Chairman;  L.  S.  Weber;  S.  J.  Hos- 
tetler. 

16.  Report  of  the  treasurer.  Presentation 
of  the  report  by  E.  C.  Bender.  The  auditor's 
report  was  read.  On  motion  the  treasurer's 
report  was  accepted. 

17.  Report  of  the  Central  Provinces,  India, 
Mission.   On  motion  the  report  was  accepted. 

18.  Report  of  the  Bihar,  India,  Mission. 
On  motion  the  report  was  accepted. 


19.  Report  of  the  Central  Argentina  Mis- 
sion.  On  motion  the  report  was  accepted. 

20.  Report  of  the  Chaco,  Argentina,  Mis- 
sion.   On  motion  the  report  was  accepted. 

21.  Report  of  the  Puerto  Rican  Mission. 
On  motion  the  report  was  accepted. 

22.  Report  of  the  China  Mennonite  Mis- 
sion, given  by  the  secretary.  On  motion  the 
report  was  accepted. 

23.  Report  of  the  Lima,  Ohio,  Mission. 
On  motion  the  report  was  accepted. 

24.  Report  of  the  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana, 
Mission.   On  motion  the  report  was  accepted. 

25.  Report  of  the  Kansas  City,  Kansas  and 
Missouri,  Missions.  On  motion  the  report 
was  accepted. 

26.  Report  of  the  Canton,  Ohio,  Mission. 
On  motion  the  report  was  accepted. 

27.  Report  of  the  Toronto,  Ontario,  Mis- 
sion.   On  motion  the  report  was  accepted. 

28.  Report  of  the  Peoria,  Illinois,  Mission. 
On  motion  the  report  was  accepted. 

29.  Report  of  the  Denver  Colorado,  Mis- 
sion.   On  motion  the  report  was  accepted. 

30.  Report  of  the  Chicago,  Illinois,  Home 
Mission.   On  motion  the  report  was  accepted. 

31.  Report  of  the  Detroit,  Michigan,  Mis- 
sion.   On  motion  the  report  was  accepted. 

32.  Report  of  the  Chicago,  Illinois,  Mexi- 
can Mission.  On  motion  the  report  was  ac- 
cepted. 

33.  Report  of  the  La  Junta,  Colorado, 
Mexican  Mission.  On  motion  the  report  was 
accepted. 

34.  Combined  public  session  with  the  Men- 
nonite Medical  and  Nurses'  Association. 

June  12,  Monday  Afternoon,  1:30  p.m. 

35.  Song  service,  by  Laban  Swartzentruber. 

36.  Devotional  period,  by  Paul  Voegtlin. 

37.  Address:  "The  Needs  and  Opportu- 
nities for  Preparing  and  Distributing  Chris- 
tian Literature,"  by  Ford  Berg. 

38.  Prayer,  by  T.  H.  Brenneman. 

39.  Nominees  for  members  at  large.  J.  B. 
Martin,  chairman  of  the  Nominating  Com- 
mittee, presented  a  slate  of  nominees  for 
members  at  large.  On  motion  the  nomina- 
tions were  approved,  and  the  election  held. 
(See  later  section  for  election  results.) 

40.  Report  of  the  Mexican  Border,  Texas, 
Mission.   On  motion  the  report  was  accepted. 
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41.  Report  of  the  Chicago,  Illinois,  Bethel 
(Colored)  Mission.  On  motion  the  report 
was  accepted. 

42.  Report  of  fraternal  delegates  to  India. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  that  we  accept  the 
report  of  our  fraternal  delegates  to  India 
(Brethren  S.  C.  Yoder  and  Paul  Erb)  and 
give  them  a  vote  of  thanks. 

43.  Memorandum  on  India  mission-church 
relationship.  It  was  moved  and  carried  that 
the  memorandum  be  adopted.  After  discus- 
sion the  motion  was  tabled. 

44.  A  rising  vote  of  Board  members  and 
congregation  was  called  by  the  chairman  for 
P.  J.  Malagar  to  convey  greetings  to  the 
Indian  church,  after  which  Bro.  Malagar  was 
called  to  the  platform. 

45.  Special  prayer  for  India,  led  by  Paul 
Mininger. 

June  12,  Monday  Evening,  7:00  p.m. 

46.  Evening  service,  program  listed  else- 
where. 

June  13,  Tuesday  Morning,  8:35  a.m. 

47.  Song  service,  by  I.  Mark  Ross. 

48.  Devotional  period,  in  charge  of  John 
H.  Mosemann,  with  Scripture  verses  by  audi- 
ence.  Prayer  by  Henry  F.  Garber. 

49.  Report  of  the  Culp,  Arkansas,  Mission 
Area.   On  motion  the  report  was  accepted. 

50.  Report  of  the  Mennonite  Children's 
Home,  West  Liberty,  Ohio.  On  motion  the 
report  was  accepted. 

51.  Report  of  the  Mennonite  Children's 
Home,  Kansas  City,  Kansas.  On  motion  the 
report  was  accepted. 

52.  Report  of  the  Mennonite  Youth  Vil- 
lage, White  Pigeon,  Michigan.  On  motion 
the  report  was  accepted. 

53.  Report  of  Home  for  the  Aged,  Ritt- 
man,  Ohio.  On  motion  the  report  was  accept- 
ed. 

54.  Report  of  Home  for  the  Aged,  Eureka, 
Illinois.    On  motion  the  report  was  accepted. 

55.  Memorandum  on  India  mission-church 
relationship.  The  motion  on  this  subject, 
tabled  the  previous  afternoon,  was  again 
placed  before  the  Board.  After  discussion  it 
was  moved  and  carried  that  the  memoran- 
dum on  India  mission-church  relationship  be 
adopted  as  revised.  This  was  followed  by 
special  prayer  for  India,  by  Milo  Kauffman. 

56.  Statement  on  Argentine  mission-church 
policy.    It  was  moved  and  carried  to  adopt 


the  statement  of  Argentine  mission-church 
policy. 

57.  Election  of  officers.  The  Nominating 
Committee  presented  nominations  for  presi- 
dent, fifth  member  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, and  the  Missions  and  Relief  Committees. 
Milo  Stutzman  led  in  prayer  before  the  slate 
was  adopted.  The  report  was  accepted  on 
motion.  (The  results  of  the  election  appear 
in  a  later  section.) 

58.  Report  of  the  Relief  Committee.  The 
report  was  accepted  on  motion. 

59.  Resolution  on  mental  hospitals.  The 
resolution  on  mental  hospitals  as  recommend- 
ed by  the  Relief,  Missions,  and  Executive 
Committees  was  presented  by  E.  C.  Bender 
and  adopted  on  motion. 

60.  Budget.  The  budget  as  presented  by 
H.  Ernest  Bennett  was  approved  on  motion. 

61.  Report  of  the  administrator  of  the 
Greensburg,  Kansas,  Hospital.  On  motion 
the  report  was  accepted. 

62.  Report  of  the  chairman  of  the  Local 
Board  of  the  Greensburg,  Kansas,  Hospital. 
On  motion  the  report  was  accepted. 

63.  Address:  "The  Record  of  Our  Giv- 
ing," by  Melvin  Gingerich. 

64.  Closing  prayer,  by  E.  M.  Yost. 

June  13,  Tuesday  Afternoon,  1:15  p.m. 

65.  Lebanon,   Oregon,   Hospital.     It   was 

moved  and  carried  to  approve  the  action  of 
the  Executive  and  Missions  Committee  re- 
garding the  Board's  assuming  responsibility 
for  the  Lebanon,  Oregon,  Hospital,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"It  was  moved  to  accept  the  responsibility 
of  the  Lebanon  Hospital  subject  to  an  in- 
vestigation by  our  representatives  and  to 
authorize  the  Executive  Committee  to  sign 
the  contract  if  the  investigation  warrants." 

66.  Report  of  the  Women's  Missionary 
Sewing  Circle  Auxiliary.  On  motion  the  re- 
port was  accepted. 

67.  Minutes  of  the  Executive  and  Missions 
Committee  since  June  9  were  approved  as 
read. 

68.  Appointment  of  member  on  General 
Council  of  General  Conference.  The  Board 
approved  the  recommendation  of  the  Execu- 
tive and  Missions  Committee  that  our  mem- 
ber on  the  General  Council  of  General  Con- 
ference be  appointed  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

69.  Appointment  of  secretary.  On  motion 
the    appointment    of    the    secretary,    J.    D. 
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Graber,  by  the  Executive  and  Missions  Com- 
mittee was  approved. 

70.  Appointment  of  secretary  for  service 
and  relief.  On  motion  the  appointment  of  the 
secretary  for  service  and  relief,  Levi  C.  Hartz- 
ler,  by  the  Executive  and  Missions  Committee 
was  approved. 

71.  Appointment  of  treasurer.  On  motion 
the  appointment  of  the  treasurer,  E.  C.  Bend- 
er, by  the  Executive  and  Missions  Committee 
was  approved. 

72.  Unread  reports.  On  motion  the  fol- 
lowing unread  reports  were  accepted: 

Report  of  the  Missions  Committee. 

Report  of  the  La  Junta  Student  Nurses' 
Home  Building  Committee. 

Report  of  the  Child  Welfare  Committee. 

Report  of  the  Secretary    for    Missionary 
Education. 

Report  of  the  Mission  Investigation  in  the 
Philippine  Islands. 

Report  of  Fraternal  Delegates  to  India. 

Report  of  Mission  Investigation  in  Japan. 

73.  Secretary  for  C.P.,  India,  Mission.  On 
nomination  of  the  C.P.,  India,  Mission  and  on 
recommendation  of  Executive  and  Missions 
Committee  George  H.  Beare  was  elected  sec- 
retary for  the  C.P.,  India,  Mission. 

74.  Worship  and  praise,  in  charge  of  John 
E.  Lapp. 

75.  Address:  "The  Biblical  Plan  for  Sup- 
porting the  Work  of  the  Church,"  I  Cor. 
16:2,  by  W.  R.  Nafziger. 


76.  Address:  "Maintaining  the  Spirit  of 
Sacrifice  in  Missionary  Endeavor,"  J.  W. 
Shank. 

77.  Appointment  of  missionaries.    It  was 

moved  and  carried  to  approve  the  recom- 
mended appointments  for  foreign  and  home 
missions  and  institutions.  (The  full  listing 
appears  in  a  later  section.) 

78.  Consecration  service.  An  impressive 
consecration  service  for  newly  appointed  mis- 
sionaries was  held.  The  charge  and  prayer 
were  given  by  C.  K.  Lehman.  After  this  all 
other  workers  stood  for  prayer,  in  charge  of 
S.  E.  Allgyer. 

79.  Closing  prayer,  by  M.  D.  Stutzman. 

June  13,  Tuesday  Evening,  7:00  p.m. 

80.  Song  service,  in  charge  of  Albert  Buck- 
waiter. 

81.  Testimonies  from  various  home  mis- 
sionaries and  from  newly  appointed  mission- 
aries.  Service  in  charge  of  J.  B.  Martin. 

82.  Resolutions.  A  series  of  resolutions 
were  adopted  as  presented  by  S.  J.  Hostetler 
and  L.  S.  Weber,  members  of  the  Resolutions 
Committee.  (Full  text  of  these  resolutions 
appears  in  later  section.) 

83.  Address:  "Looking  Ahead  in  Home 
Missions,"  by  C.  Warren  Long. 

84.  Address:  "Occupy  Till  I  Come,"  by 
Allen  H.  Erb. 

85.  Closing  prayer. 
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Bro.    Chester    K.    Lehman    as    he   gave    the    charge    to    the    new    mission    appointees    at    the 

Mission  Board  meeting. 


Reports  of  Officers 

Report  of  the  President 


To  the  Mennonite  Board  of  Missions  and 
Charities 

Greetings. 

Another  year  has  passed,  bringing  its  full 
measure  of  challenge.  Christ  obviously  was 
aware  of  the  increasing  demands  which  His 
work  would  make  of  His  servants  when  He 
made  His  presence  as  available  "unto  the 
end  of  the  age."  We  require  no  less  than  the 
reality  of  this  presence  as  we  labor  unto  "His 
coming  and  kingdom." 

I 
It  is  becoming  increasingly  apparent  that 
we  must  gear  our  missionary  effort  to  the 
times.  We  are  to  evangelize  our  generation. 
We  can  evangelize  no  other.  This  will  re- 
quire that  we  become  intensely  alert  both  to 
the  times  and  to  the  demands  which  they 
place  upon  evangelistic  capacity.  This  alert- 
ness will  remind  us  of  an  uncertainty  in  mis- 


sionary opportunity.  For  even  though  the 
task  which  confronts  the  church  is  of  stagger- 
ing proportions,  we  have  witnessed  in  the 
very  recent  past  that  great  doors  of  oppor- 
tunity can  close.  The  very  uncertainty  of  our 
times  underscores  the  urgency  of  our  respon- 
sibility. Our  entrance  into  China  was  plenty 
late.  The  years  ahead  will  demonstrate 
whether  it  was  entirely  too  late  or  only  rela- 
tively so.  Our  success  in  Japan  may  be  deter- 
mined by  the  rapidity  with  which  we  can  lay 
adequate  foundations  for  a  vigorous  and 
aggressive  Christian  body. 

Our  times  are  also  different.  The  mission- 
ary movement  in  past  years  rode  quite  high 
on  the  wave  of  the  supposed  superiority  of 
western  culture  and  imposing  materialism. 
The  spell  of  the  latter  has  been  broken,  partly 
at  least,  and  from  now  on,  the  Christian  faith 
is  going  to  have  to  stand  upon  its  own  in- 
herent worth.    With  the  rising  nationalisms, 
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the  disparity  between  the  foreigner  and  na- 
tional is  brought  into  serious  question.  It  is 
clear  that  on  our  foreign  fields  every  eflort 
will  need  to  be  made  to  involve  the  nationals 
in  the  total  church  enterprise. 

Our  missionary  concept  will  have  to  be  ad- 
justed so  as  not  to  commit  us  to  an  immo- 
bility. We  must  carefully  avoid  any  policies 
which  will  require  that  our  missionary  staffs 
become  static  and  grounded  in  administrative 
and  institutional  work.  While  we  are  remote 
from  the  culture  and  living  patterns  of  the 
New  Testament  times,  that  should  never 
blind  us  to  the  fact  that  we  are  to  be  pre- 
eminently disciple-makers.  It  is  in  this  area 
that  we  must  make  our  most  conspicuous 
contribution  today.  If  we  do  not,  and  cannot 
infect  our  younger  churches  with  a  passion 
for  Christ  and  His  kingdom,  if  we  fail  to  give 
them  the  tools  and  disciplines  to  enable  them 
for  a  fresh  and  creative  expression  of  dis- 
cipleship,  then  we  have  failed  to  make  the 
most  strategic  and  necessary  contribution  to 
them. 

With  no  reflection  on  our  missionaries  of 
the  past  years,  I  should  say  that  the  times 
require  close  attention  to  the  kind  of  mis- 
sionaries we  send.  We  will  need  workers 
with  a  tremendous  capacity  to  serve  without 
dominating.  We  will  need  persons  who  will 
welcome  deep  sacrifice,  who  will  not  chafe 
under  an  apparently  insignificant  assignment, 
who  will  not  be  discontent  in  a  situation  in 
which  they  may  occupy  an  inconspicuous 
role.  "All  things  to  all  men"  must  become  the 
watchword  for  maximum  advance. 

Paralleling  the  uncertainty  of  the  oppor- 
tunities and  the  exacting  demands  which  the 
times  lay  upon  us,  is  the  new  outlook  re- 
quired in  the  church  at  the  home  base.  We 
have  lost  our  sense  of  priorities.  We  have  a 
confused  sense  "of  what  is  vital."  We  fail  in 
convincing  ourselves  that  the  central  task  of 
the  church  is  to  propagate  itself — not  as  a 
church,  but  as  living  members  of  a  divinely 
begotten  body.  This  concept  has  not  yet  be- 
come the  norm  of  our  stewardship.  Other 
considerations    have    dominated    our    living, 


including  our  stewardship  of  life,  time,  and 
possessions. 

The  responsibility  for  deepening  the  mis- 
sionary convictions  and  purposes  is  very  ob- 
viously a  charge  for  our  pastors.  However, 
it  is  equally  true  that  an  unusual  weight  of 
responsibility  rests  upon  the  members  of  this 
Board.  We  must  individually  become  centers 
of  missionary  contagion  for  our  congrega- 
tions and  districts.  The  "how"  of  this  can- 
not be  dictated.  But,  we  should  utilize  every 
tactic  which  the  Spirit  allows  (1)  to  generate 
an  awareness  that  every  Christian  is  to  make 
disciples,  (2)  to  encourage  corporate  witness 
by  each  congregation,  and  (3)  to  engage  the 
consciences  of  our  people  with  the  total  mis- 
sionary outreach  of  the  church.  "The  field  is 
the  world."  This  is  God's  definition.  What- 
ever our  local  eflort,  let  it  be  indulged  only 
as  part  of  a  total  eflort  to  bring  the  Gospel  to 
the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth. 

The  secretary's  report  will  bring  before  you 
more  specific  information  as  to  fields  and  per- 
sonnel. The  treasurer  too  will  have  opportu- 
nity to  lay  upon  you  something  of  the  work 
and  difficulties  of  his  office  for  the  past  year. 
For  these  brethren,  and  for  all  those  associ- 
ated with  the  functions  of  the  Executive 
Committee  during  the  past  year,  we  are 
bound  to  thank  God.  For  the  encouragement 
and  prayers  of  members  of  the  Board,  we  are 
deeply  grateful.  The  response  of  the  entire 
brotherhood,  whether  in  times  of  danger  for 
our  missionaries,  or  times  of  financial  strin- 
gency, is  indeed  token  of  both  the  ability  and 
the  willingness  to  respond  in  the  face  of  needs. 

Those  who  will  be  made  responsible  in  the 
future  engagements  of  the  Board  will  require 
all  the  faithful  support  of  which  we  are 
capable.  It  is  not  enough  to  place  responsi- 
bility on  men.  We  are  duty-bound  to  under- 
gird  them  with  strong  intercessions,  sincere 
counsel,   and  general   support. 

In  the  year  ahead,  may  the  Board  and  its 
administrators    be    the    worthy    instruments 
of  God's  purpose  through  His  church. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
John  H.  Mosemann,  President. 
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Report  of  the  Secretary 


To   the   Members  of   the   Mennonite   Board 
of  Missions  and  Charities 

Dear  Brethren: 

During  the  past  year  our  church  has  faced 
the  question  of  whether  we  are  ready  to  meet 
the  demands  of  an  expanding  mission  pro- 
gram realistically  or  not.  By  late  summer  it 
became  evident  that  contributions  were  fall- 
ing short  of  expenditures  and  an  appeal  by 
the  treasurer  brought  a  good  response  during 
the  fall  months.  By  January,  however,  the 
situation  was  again  acute  and  our  treasurer 
issued  his  now  well-known  call,  "Shall  we 
plan  a  retreat  in  missions?"  The  implications 
of  falling  contributions  are  inescapable.  The 
Mission  Board  can  use  only  such  funds  as  the 
constituency  gives. 

Last  year  the  annual  meeting  went  on 
record,  through  plans  to  open  work  in  Japan 
as  well  as  a  reiteration  ot  our  earlier  de- 
cisions to  enter  London  and  Belgium,  in 
favor  of  expansion.  In  our  report  we  stated, 
"Further  expansion  must  mean  greater  giving 
of  both  personnel  and  money."  Rising  costs  of 
all  commodities  as  well  as  an  expanding  pro- 
gram must  necessarily  mean  greater  giving 
and  this  in  turn  is  based  on  a  fundamental 
conviction  of  the  centrality  of  missions  in  the 
program  of  the  church. 

As  the  alternative  of  advance  or  retreat  in 
missions  came  before  the  brotherhood  during 
the  year  we  all  were  required  to  face  the 
question  of  whether  the  mission  program  was 
merely  one  of  the  activities  of  the  church  or 
whether  the  entire  program  of  the  church, 
in  all  its  aspects  and  parts,  was  not  integrated 
in  this  sense  of  call  to  evangelize  the  world. 
We  have  had  to  face  the  question  of  whether 
we  would  build  our  institutions  and  our 
places  of  worship,  and  look  first  to  our  ma- 
terial foundations,  both  personal  and  com- 
munity, or  whether  the  mission  program 
must  go  on  regardless  of  whether  we  get 
some  other  things  done  on  schedule  or  not. 
If  we  lose  our  missionary  vision  and  if  our 
missionary  outreach  falters,  then  of  what 
avail  will  be  our  other  programs? 

It  has  been  said  that  there  are  three  dis- 
cernible stages  in  the  life  cycle  of  a  church 
as  observed  from  history.  There  is,  first,  the 
period  of  fervent  evangelism  and  rapid  ex- 
pansion; second,  the  institutional  phase,  fol- 


lowed, thirdly,  by  a  worship  of  the  past.  In 
which  stage  do  we  find  our  church?  Are  we 
entering  upon  the  institutional  stage?  Is  our 
renewed  historical  emphasis  an  attempt  to 
recapture  the  earlier,  and  vital  evangelistic 
spirit  of  our  church?  I  believe  it  is,  but  a 
sincere  appreciation  of  the  past  can  easily 
degenerate  into  a  mere  worship  of  the  past, 
which  is  represented  as  the  final  phase  of  a 
decadent  church. 

We  need  to  accept  a  more  vital  spirit  and 
program  of  evangelism.    Gospel  proclaiming 


J.  D.  Graber 

and  soul-winning  need  to  have  a  still  larger 
place  in  our  church  life.  We  have  heard 
several  times  during  the  past  year  that  the 
Mennonite  Church  is  more  capable  in  ad- 
ministration than  in  evangelism;  that  our 
genius  is  more  for  the  former  than  for  the 
latter.  This  weakness,  for  so  I  choose  to 
term  it,  is  evident  not  only  on  our  home  front 
but  even  on  our  mission  fields.  We  must 
return  to  the  point  of  view  that  when  a  man 
has  a  gift  for  evangelism,  and  it  is  a  special- 
ized and  somewhat  rare  gift,  it  is  a  grave 
error  to  saddle  him  with  administrative  duties 
and  institutional  responsibility  to  the  extent 
that  his  peculiar  gift  is  submerged  and  made 
ineffective.    We  must  be  better  stewards  of 
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our  talents  and  of  the  talents  of  our  co- 
laborers.  Should  not  the  calling  of  an  evan- 
gelist, in  its  own  right,  be  elevated  in  our 
church  thinking  and  planning  to  a  more  pri- 
mary position  even  as  we  find  it  suggested  in 
the  list  of  Spirit-given  gifts  recorded  in  I  Cor. 
12:28  and  Rom.  12:6-8?  Even  so  the  final 
judgment  on  all  our  mission  and  Mission 
Board  activities  is  determined  by  their  evan- 
gelistic effectiveness.  Is  the  Gospel  pro- 
claimed? Are  souls  won  to  Christ?  Is  the 
church  strengthened  and  purified?  These  are 
the  real  criteria  of  success  and  the  standards 
by  which  we  must  relentlessly  judge  our  own 
work. 

Let  us  now  turn  to  a  brief  consideration  of 
each  field  and  area  of  Board  interest  in  turn. 
We  begin  with 

China 
because  of  the  unusual  situation  prevailing 
in  that  field.  We  have  at  the  present  time 
six  missionaries  in  that  country — four  at 
Hochwan  and  two  at  Chengtu,  all  in  the 
province  of  Szechwan  of  West  China.  The 
Communist  occupation  of  the  entire  country 
is  now  complete  and  gradually  the  net  of 
political  control  over  all  areas  of  life  is  tight- 
ening. Our  missionaries  are  under  so-called 
"city  arrest,"  that  is,  they  are  not  permitted 
to  leave  their  city  without  special  permission. 
They  have  found  such  permission  difficult  to 
obtain.  In  any  case  travel  throughout  the 
countryside  is  dangerous,  due  to  the  preva- 
lence of  roving  bands  of  robbers. 

Within  their  city  limits  they  still  have  free- 
dom to  carry  on  their  program  of  witness  and 
evangelism.  Soldiers  seem  to  be  forbidden  to 
profess  any  faith  in  religion,  and  religion  of 
all  kinds  is  frowned  upon  because  the  theory 
of  the  state  is  that  religion  is  merely  a  use- 
less superstition — something  to  be  tolerated 
temporarily  as  a  symptom  of  an  imperfect 
society.  The  clearly  expressed  goal  is  to  de- 
velop society  by  economic  and  political  pres- 
sures as  rapidly  as  possible  so  that  religion 
will  no  longer  be  needed  and  so  that  it  can 
disappear  from  the  scene.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances the  future  of  Christian  work  in 
China  is  not  bright.  We  are  thankful,  how- 
ever, that  the  door  to  the  Gospel  is  still  slight- 
ly ajar  in  China  and  we  continue  to  be  in- 
spired by  the  spirit  of  faithfulness  of  our  mis- 
sionaries to  their  call  as  evidenced  in  their 
determination  to  remain  at  their  post  of  duty 
as  long  as  possible. 


Japan 

Our  first  four  missionaries  arrived  in  Yoko- 
hama harbor  December  17,  1949,  and  pro- 
ceeded almost  immediately  to  their  places  of 
residence  in  Tokyo  and  Osaka  and  to  the 
difficult  task  of  language  study.  Further 
details  regarding  the  outlook  and  the  pro- 
posed program  will  be  found  in  the  report 
on  my  visit  to  this  country  to  be  given  later. 
Suffice  it  to  say  here  that  Japan  continues  to 
impress  itself  as  a  wide  open  door  with  a 
vigorous  people  remarkably  open  to  the  Gos- 
pel. We  are  recommending  no  new  appoint- 
ments to  this  field  this  year  because  no  candi- 
dates immediately  ready  for  the  field  were 
forthcoming.  A  number  of  young  people  in 
training  are  looking  toward  Japan  as  their 
field  of  labor  and  we  continue  to  look  to  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  call  out  those  whom  He  has 
chosen  and  prepared. 

India — Central  Provinces 

The  important  event  during  the  past  year 
was  the  observance  of  the  Fiftieth  Anniver- 
sary of  the  founding  of  the  work  and  the  visit 
to  the  field  of  our  two  delegates  from  the 
church  in  North  America.  In  their  formal  re- 
ports as  well  as  in  a  public  address  you  will 
hear  a  great  deal  during  these  sessions  about 
the  important  milestone  and  about  the  Men- 
nonite  Church  in  India  at  the  half  century. 

We  are  grateful  that  the  church  in  these 
fifty  years  has  grown  in  strength  and  matur- 
ity and  that  a  capable  leadership  has  been 
raised  up.  We  have  been  blessed  by  a  visit 
among  us  during  the  past  two  years  of  two 
of  the  ordained  brethren  from  the  India  Men- 
nonite  Church.  In  the  natural  course  of 
events  as  the  church  increases  the  foreign 
mission  must  decrease.  In  a  later  session  a 
prepared  statement  on  policy  and  procedure 
will  be  brought  before  the  Board  outlining 
definite  steps  in  the  process  of  the  unifica- 
tion of  the  entire  church-mission  program  in 
our  India  Central  Provinces  field. 

We  have  at  the  present  time  twenty-nine 
missionaries  on  the  field  with  four  on  fur- 
lough or  en  route  home.  Since  the  last  annual 
meeting  three  new  missionaries  arrived  on 
the  field.  The  stresses  and  adjustments  oc- 
casioned by  the  disturbed  world  situation, 
the  growth  of  a  spirit  of  independence  and 
nationalism,  and  the  changes  required  by 
the  unification  of  the  total  church-mission 
program  are  quite  considerable.  Let  us  pray 
for  special  grace  and  wisdom  for  our  mis- 


18 


If 


^MM-MiM 


The  rolling  hills  and  valleys  of  Puerto  Rico  are  beautiful 


sionaries  as  they  go  through  this  period  of 
adjustment. 

India — Bihar 

In  this  field  we  now  have  eight  mission- 
aries with  two  on  furlough,  two  having  ar- 
rived there  during  the  current  year.  The 
building  program  at  Chandwa  is  making 
good  progress  and  at  Balumath,  another  sta- 
tion in  the  field,  the  first  steps  toward  pro- 
viding a  missionary  residence  have  been  tak- 
en. The  church  in  this  area  is  in  its  infancy 
so  that  the  problems  are  not  similar  to  those 
in  the  Central  Provinces.  The  spirit  of  na- 
tionalism, however,  is  growing  and  a  few 
spasmodic  attempts  at  opposition  are  report- 
ed. Mainly,  however,  the  people  listen  gladly 
and  our  missionaries  with  their  Indian  co- 
workers can  move  freely  about  in  this  popu- 
lous field  and  find  no  direct  opposition  to  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel  and  the  distribution 
of  literature.  We  rejoice  that  always  there  are 
some  who  believe  and  accept. 
Argentina 

It  is  surprising  how  nearly  the  situation 
here  parallels  that  in  India.   Here  also  there 


is  a  strongly  developed  nationalism,  and 
here  also  we  have  a  church  rapidly  coming 
to  maturity  with  its  indigenous  leadership. 
The  Constitution  adopted  by  this  meeting 
two  years  ago  virtually  unites  our  entire  pro- 
gram in  that  country  under  the  Pastors'  and 
Workers'  Board.  A  new  statement  of  policy 
regarding  this  work  in  general  and  with 
special  reference  to  various  specific  areas  has 
been  drawn  up  and  will  be  placed  before  this 
meeting  for  adoption.  It  is  hoped  that  this 
new  definition  of  policy  and  these  new  direc- 
tives will  strengthen  the  work  and  will  re- 
lease new  energy  for  the  cause. 

The  Chaco 

in  northern  Argentina  continues  to  be  a  dif- 
ficult field  and  a  very  needy  one.  A  rabid 
form  of  pentecostalism  has  caused  a  great 
deal  of  confusion  and,  we  fear,  has  brought 
reproach  on  the  cause  in  certain  parts  of  the 
field.  Here  we  should  be  able  to  increase 
our  impact  on  the  total  situation.  We  have 
three  missionaries  on  the  field,  with  an  addi- 
tional one  studying  language  and  a  couple 
under  appointment  awaiting  an  entrance  visa. 


19 


A  number  of  young  people  now  in  training 
have  expressed  their  sense  of  call  to  serve  in 
this  field  as  the  Lord  opens  the  way.  Expan- 
sion in  this  field  may  mean  the  finding  of 
additional  areas  more  open  to  our  message 
and  will  certainly  mean  increased  budgets 
and  the  provision  of  additional  living  quar- 
ters for  missionaries. 

Puerto  Rico 

continues  to  be  an  open  field  with  a  good 
response  to  the  Gospel.  The  latest  church 
statistics  show  that  present  church  member- 
ship stands  at  109,  an  increase  of  24  over  the 
figure  reported  last  year.  Some  of  the  prob- 
lems incident  to  the  nurture  of  new  believers 
into  a  regular  church  life  have  been  coming 
to  the  fore  but  this  is  not  unusual  and  should 
be  expected. 

The  La  Plata  service  program  came  under 
the  direct  administration  of  our  Mennonite 
Relief  Committee  as  of  January  1  so  that 
now  we  have  the  entire  program  of  Men- 
nonite service  and  mission  activity  adminis- 
tered under  the  same  Board.  The  service 
aspects  of  the  program  supporting  and  giv- 
ing meaning  to  the  Christian  witness  and 
message  as  preached  and  taught  make  an 
effective  impact  on  the  island  population. 

Other  Fields 

As  for  other  foreign  fields  we  are  this  year 
recommending  the  appointment  of  our  first 
missionaries  to  Belgium.  This  is  in  line  with 
the  decisions  reached  a  year  ago  to  enter  ths 
field.  No  developments  have  taken  place 
relative  to  opening  work  in  London.  Some 
leads  toward  suitable  workers  were  explored 
during  the  year  but  they  did  not  materialize. 
Our  decision  to  open  work  in  this  city  adopt- 
ed two  years  ago  still  remains  unimplement- 
ed.  In  these  as  in  all  moves  we  do  best  to 
wait  on  the  manifest  leading  and  provision 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Interest  is  expressed  in 
other  fields  but  no  definite  openings  are  ready 
for  recommendation  at  this  time. 

City  Missions 

continue  to  be  difficult  fields.  We  are  glad 
that  in  a  few  congregations  there  have  been 
a  considerable  number  of  accessions  during 
the  year.  Our  city  missions  are  all  nine  or 
more  years  old  and  in  each  one,  except  the 
Kansas  City  Gospel  Center  established  four 
years  ago,  we  have  a  regularly  organized  con- 
gregation.    The    Argentine   congregation    in 


Kansas  City  was  declared  independent  of 
Board  support  about  four  years  ago  and  this 
year  the  congregation  at  Ft.  Wayne  is  taking 
direct  steps  toward  the  same  end.  We  have 
again  declared  our  policy  that  it  is  the  objec- 
tive of  city  missions  to  establish  self-govern- 
ing, self-supporting,  and  self-propagating 
congregations  and  we  trust  that  definite  prog- 
ress can  be  made  in  each  of  our  city  missions 
toward  this  end  so  that  new  missions  may 
be  opened  in  other  cities. 

Child  Welfare 

The  committee  appointed  last  year  to  func- 
tion especially  in  this  area  has  taken  its  work 
seriously.  In  the  budget  you  will  find  pro- 
posals for  the  long  overdue  repairs  and  reno- 
vation for  the  buildings  at  West  Liberty 
Orphans'  Home,  for  the  erection  of  a  super- 
intendent's house  at  the  Kansas  City  Chil- 
dren's Home,  and  for  the  development  of 
the  Mennonite  Youth  Village  program.  En- 
couragement and  help  have  been  given  to 
interested  young  people  to  get  training  that 
will  enable  them  to  work  effectively  in  this 
field.  It  is  hoped  we  can  function  again  as  a 
child  placement  agency  and  that  adoptable 
orphans  can  be  found  and  that  our  good 
Christian  homes  can  be  made  available  to 
them.  A  pamphlet  has  been  published  that 
is  revolutionary  in  that  it  stresses  the  service 
a-  good  Christian  home  may  render  to  a 
homeless  child,  either  as  a  foster  home  on  a 
temporary  basis  or  permanently,  instead  of 
the  taking  of  a  child  into  a  home  as  the  ful- 
fillment and  satisfaction  of  a  desire  to  have 
a  child.  There  is  evidence  of  a  widespread 
and  a  growing  interest  in  our  church  in  a 
larger  and  more  effective  child  welfare  pro- 
gram. 

Homes  for  the  Aged 

at  Rittman,  Ohio,  and  at  Eureka,  Illinois, 
continue  to  give  their  witness  through  the 
care  of  the  aged.  Waiting  lists  for  admission 
speak  eloquently  of  the  desirability  of  the 
service  rendered.  A  word  of  appreciation  is 
due  the  superintendents  and  matrons  and 
corps  of  workers  in  these  homes  for  their  un- 
selfish and  often  unheralded  service,  physical 
and  spiritual,  to  the  needy  aged  among  us. 

Culp,  Arkansas 

is  the  rural  field  of  this  Board.  We  have 
here  a  well-balanced  program  consisting  of 
evangelism    and    church    building,    school — 
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primary  and  secondary,  a  health  and  an  eco- 
nomic service.  There  has  been  a  normal 
activity  in  all  these  areas  and  we  are  thank- 
ful for  the  facilities  and  personnel  the  church 
has  consecrated  to  the  task  of  making  a 
fruitful  impact  on  the  whole  of  the  life  of 
that  community  in  northern  Arkansas.  If 
there  is  one  lesson  or  method  that  has  been 
learned  here,  it  is  that  workers  must  identify 
themselves  with  the  people  and  that  the 
work  in  spirit  and  method  needs  more  and 
more  to  be  made  indigenous — of  the  people, 
by  the  people,  and  for  the  people  of  the  dis- 
trict. 

Hospitals 

There  are  five  hospitals  under  the  direction 
of  this  Board — a  mission  hospital  in  India, 
Mennonite  Relief  Committee  administered 
hospitals  in  Nazareth,  Ethiopia,  and  La  Plata, 
Puerto  Rico,  and  the  hospitals  at  La  Junta 
and  Greensburg.  In  addition  there  are  a  good- 
ly number  of  clinics  in  various  of  our  mission 
fields.  Our  expansion  in  this  area  has  been 
rapid  during  the  past  few  years.  We  have 
turned  down  several  offers  during  the  cur- 
rent year  to  assume  more  responsibility  in 
other  cities.  It  appears  that  we  shall  not 
need  to  raise  money  for  building  hospitals  in 
the  future  except  in  mission  areas.  No  doubt 


a  hospital  serves  admirably  as  an  institution 
through  which  the  love  of  Christ  can  be 
given  effective  expression  in  the  care  of  the 
sick  and  distressed.  But  to  assume  responsi- 
bility to  furnish  hospital  care  for  any  given 
community  is  a  very  serious  undertaking 
and  the  risks  are  quite  considerable.  We 
must  therefore  move  cautiously  and  soundly 
as  we  continue  to  enlarge  the  base  of  our 
church's  operation  in  the  hospital  field. 

Conclusion 

I  have  here  merely  sketched  the  obvious 
elements  of  our  church-wide  mission  and 
charitable  program.  Many  details  have  been 
omitted  and  much  very  valuable  work  car- 
ried on  by  district  boards  has  not  even  been 
mentioned.  Behind  it  all  is  the  church  at 
work;  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  seeking  to 
find  ways  and  means  of  doing  the  work  the 
Master  has  assigned  her  to  do  in  the  world. 
Let  us  be  encouraged  by  this  recounting  of 
the  many  things  we  are  doing,  but  let  us  also 
be  spurred  onward  by  the  great  unfinished 
task  before  us.  Really,  the  task  of  world 
evangelism  was  never  so  great  and  never  so 
far  from  completion  as  at  the  present  time. 
Let  us  go  forward.  Let  us  "Occupy  Till  He 
Come."  Respectfully  submitted, 

J.   D.   Graber,   Secretary. 


Treasurer's  Forty-fourth 
Annual  Financial  Report 


Attached  is  the  financial  statement  of  the 
Mennonite  Board  of  Missions  and  Charities 
covering  the  forty-fourth  annual  financial 
activities.  We  are  pleased  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  is  indicated  by  this  re- 
port, that  we  were  again  able  to  come  through 
a  year  of  mission  and  charity  activities  with 
all  the  projects  adequately  supported  even 
though  it  looked  at  various  times  during  the 
year  as  if  we  would  actually  find  ourselves 
in  the  red  as  of  the  close  of  the  year.  It  was 
only  through  the  generous  response  of  our 
people  to  our  frequent  appeals  during  this 
last  year  that  we  can  come  to  you  with  this 
good  report.  We  wish  to  thank  all  our  people 
for  these  generous  responses — especially  for 
the  response  to  our  final  appeal  for  March 


contributions.  We  trust  that  each  Board 
member  will  carefully  study  this  total  finan- 
cial report  as  submitted  so  that  he  may  have 
a  better  understanding  of  all  that  is  involved 
in  carrying  the  church  program  through  the 
General  Mission  Board. 

This  report  consists  of  a  condensed  bal- 
ance sheet,  a  report  of  unrecorded  property 
assets,  a  series  of  schedules  giving  details  of 
all  mission  fund  activities,  and  various  other 
exhibits  covering  endowments,  administra- 
tion, and  other  supplementary  reports.  Please 
keep  in  mind  that  all  our  mission  properties 
in  foreign  fields,  and  also  in  the  homeland, 
are  not  a  part  of  the  assets  as  shown  in  the 
balance  sheet.  These  are  set  up  under  un- 
recorded property  assets  at  a   conservatively 
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estimated  value.  This  means  that  if  you 
would  want  to  think  of  the  true  financial 
value  of  your  General  Mission  Board,  you 
would  need  to  add  that  total  to  the  total  of 
the  assets  on  the  balance  sheet. 

Let  us  first  take  a  look  at  the  consolidated 
balance  sheet  listed  as  Exhibit  A.  You  will 
possibly  recall  that  our  last  year's  balance 
sheet  showed  us  holding  large  cash  balances. 
We  gave  as  the  reason  for  this,  the  need  of 
having  funds  available  for  distribution  be- 
cause of  action  that  was  to  take  place  at  the 
last  Annual  Board  Meeting  concerning  the 
distribution  of  the  Elkhart  Hospital  funds. 
Our  cash  balance  this  year  is  not  half  as  large 
as  it  was  last  year,  partly  because  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  above-mentioned  hospital 
funds,  partly  because  of  an  increase  in  our 
stocks  and  bonds,  and  also  partly  because  of 
the  drop  of  giving  during  the  last  fiscal  year. 
We  still  are  holding  funds  in  six  different 
banks.  We  have  three  banks  in  Elkhart  City, 
one  bank  in  South  Bend,  Indiana,  one  bank 
in  Goshen,  Indiana,  and  one  bank  in  Kitch- 
ener, Ontario.  We  are,  however,  only  carry- 
ing checking  accounts  in  two  banks;  namely, 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Elkhart  and  the 
St.  Joseph  Valley  Bank  of  Elkhart.  Our  only 
active  checking  account  during  last  year 
was  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Elkhart. 
The  other  bank  accounts  are  in  the  form  of 
savings  which  may  be  withdrawn  at  any 
time.  If  you  would  compare  the  liability  side 
of  the  balance  sheet  of  this  year  with  the 
one  last  year,  you  would  note  that  our  mis- 
sion and  charity  fund  balances  are  approxi- 
mately $120,000  less  this  year  than  last  year. 
The  reason  for  this  is  partly  because  of  the 
distribution  of  Elkhart  Hospital  funds  and 
also  partly  because  of  the  disbursements  for 
missions  being  greater  than  the  receipts.  As 
we  look  at  the  final  picture  of  our  balance 
sheet  again  in  comparison  with  the  year  be- 
fore, we  note  our  resources  as  being  approxi- 
mately $70,000  less  than  last  year. 

Now  if  you  turn  with  me  to  Exhibit  C, 
you  will  be  able  at  a  glance  to  get  a  fair 
picture  of  what  has  been  happening  with  our 
mission  funds  during  the  year.  You  will  note 
that  the  first  column  indicates  the  beginning 
balance  on  April  1,  1949,  and  the  last  column 
indicates  the  closing  balance  on  March  31, 
1950.  The  columns  in  between  show  the 
contributions  received  during  the  year,  the 
endowment    earnings,    the    direct    disburse- 


ments, and  also  the  transfers  either  to  or 
from  other  funds.  By  a  careful  study,  you 
can  make  a  fair  analysis  as  to  how  things 
have  been  going  with  these  various  funds. 
Some  of  them  have  closing  balances  larger 
than  the  opening  balances.  Naturally,  we 
would  say  things  have  been  going  good  in 
that  particular  account.  Others  show  closing 
balances  smaller  than  the  opening  balances. 
This  in  most  cases  is  an  indication  that  our 
expenditures  in  those  accounts  were  larger 
than  the  designated  contributions.  Coming 
down  finally  to  the  total  of  contributions  re- 
ceived during  the  year,  you  will  note  that 
our  contributions  were  approximately  $43,000 
less  than  last  year.  If  you  compare  our  dis- 
bursements for  the  year  over  against  the 
receipts  for  the  year,  you  will  note  that  we 
spent  over  $250,000  more  than  we  received 
in  contributions.  I  should  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  a  part  of  the  reason  for  this  is 
the  distribution  of  the  Elkhart  Hospital  Fund 
and  also  some  building  activities  with  funds 
that  were  on  hand  already  last  year,  but  at 
the  same  time,  I  want  to  call  attention  to  this 
picture  so  that  we  all  are  aware  of  the  fact 
that  it  was  because  of  comfortable  balances 
which  had  accumulated  over  a  period  of 
good  years  that  we  were  able  to  operate  as  we 
did  in  spite  of  the  drop  of  funds,  and  at  the 
same  time  remind  ourselves  that  this  cannot 
be  repeated  again  another  year.  I  should 
make  one  more  observation  regarding  this 
page,  and  that  is  in  reference  to  our  large 
closing  balance  in  our  General  Mission  Fund. 
This  is  more  than  double  the  opening  bal- 
ance. There  afe  several  factors  that  con- 
tribute to  this  condition.  May  I  call  your 
attention  to  some.  In  1948  we  purchased  the 
La  Plata,  Puerto  Rico,  project  from  the 
Puerto  Rican  government  for  $35,000  which 
was  to  be  amortized  over  a  period  of  five 
years  without  interest.  Up  until  this  spring, 
the  funds  used  for  this  purchase  had  been 
drawn  directly  from  the  General  Mission 
account.  On  January  1  of  this  year,  the  opera- 
tion of  this  project  was  transferred  from  the 
M.C.C.  to  our  own  M.R.C.  The  M.R.C. 
budget  for  this  operation  calls  for  a  $3500 
annual  amortization  payment  to  the  General 
Mission  Fund.  Therefore,  this  amount  paid 
to  date  was  set  up  separately  and  is  now 
shown  as  a  part  of  the  balance  sheet;  and  in 
doing  this,  we  built  up  our  General  Fund 
to   that   amount    Another   reason   for   this 
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build  up  at  the  close  of  the  year  above  what 
we  had  anticipated  was  that  instead  of  going 
directly  to  the  General  Fund  for  administra- 
tion expenses  above  those  which  were  earned 
through  other  methods,  we  charged  each 
particular  account  on  a  percentage  basis  ac- 
cording to  the  operations  in  that  account  dur- 
ing the  year.  This  meant  that  in  many  cases, 
the  General  Fund  was  not  touched  in  allo- 
cating the  administration  expenses.  Then, 
too,  I  should  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  we  have  three  accounts  as  of  the  closing 
of  the  year  which  show  an  overcheck  and 
have  not  been  wiped  out  by  the  General 
Fund.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  we  have 
every  reason  to  look  to  direct  returns  during 
this  year  for  those  particular  accounts;  but 
finally  having  made  these  observations,  I 
am  glad  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  even  though  we  would  have  wiped  out 
those  particular  overchecks  with  General 
Funds  we  still  would  have  a  closing  balance 
in  our  General  Fund  account  similar  to  last 
year. 

Frequently  questions  come  to  us  as  fol- 
lows: "You  are  showing  so  many  overchecks; 
how  can  you  continue  to  operate?  Does  this 
mean  that  you  need  to  go  to  the  bank  and 
borrow  to  take  care  of  these  overchecks?" 
Then  we  also  hear  questions  on  the  other 
side  as  follows:  "The  Mission  Board  has  a 
nice  cash  balance,  even  up  to  the  amount  of 
$500,000  or  more,  and  still  you  are  sending 
out  appeals  for  contributions  indicating  that 
the  mission  cause  will  suffer  if  we  do  not 
receive  the  contributions,"  or  they  say,  "Look 
at  all  the  investments  that  the  Board  is  hold- 
ing, contracts,  mortgages,  rental  properties. 
Why  don't  we  liquidate  these  holdings  and 
turn  them  into  active  mission  work?"  As 
these  questions  come  to  us,  we  are  made  to 
realize  that  possibly  a  large  part  of  our  people 
do  not  know  as  much  about  the  financial  set- 
up of  the  Mission  Board  as  we  think  they  do. 
Therefore,  we  thought  this  year  that  it  would 
be  well  to  make  a  special  Exhibit  to  bring  to 
all  our  minds  more  clearly  this  picture  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  a  better  understanding 
of  Mission  Board  finances.  If  you  will  turn 
td  Chart  I  on  page  6,  you  will  note  what  we 
are  trying  to  tell  you.  Please  note  in  this 
chart  that  on  the  one  side  we  have  listed 
Contribution  Funds  and  on  the  other  side, 
Investment  Funds.  Under  the  Contribution 
Funds,  you  will  note  that  we  have  two  types. 


The  one  is  General  Mission  Funds  and  the 
other  is  Designated  Funds.  All  these  funds 
are  available  for  some  mission  work  of  the 
church,  but  not  all  of  these  funds  are  avail- 
able for  every  mission  work  of  the  church. 
Those  that  are  designated  under  General 
Mission  Fund  may  be  used  for  any  work 
under  the  General  Board,  but  those  that  are 
listed  as  Designated  Funds  may  be  used  only 
for  the  work  for  which  they  are  designated. 
We  cannot  use  funds  that  are  designated  for 
India  to  do  mission  work  in  South  America. 
Or  even  going  within  the  field,  we  cannot 
use  funds  that  have  been  designated  for  India 
Medical  for  India  Evangelist.  Contributions 
that  come  to  our  office  are  credited  to  the 
cause  as  designated  by  the  contributor.  All 
disbursements  made  for  mission  causes  are 
charged  to  the  specific  account  for  that  spe- 
cial cause.  It  so  happens  that  frequently  we 
need  to  spend  for  certain  causes  above  the 
funds  on  hand  for  that  particular  cause.  We 
are  able  to  do  this  during  the  year  because 
of  balances  that  are  in  other  accounts,  espe- 
cially because  of  the  balance  that  is  in  the 
General  Mission  Fund.  But  when  we  come 
to  the  close  of  the  year,  we  are  always  con- 
cerned to  be  able  to  wipe  out  the  particular 
overchecks  with  either  our  field  balances  or 
our  General  Misson  Fund  balance.  As  we  go 
along  month  by  month  in  operations,  we 
continually  keep  watching  the  relation  of 
our  General  balances  to  our  overchecks,  and 
as  long  as  our  General  balances  are  as  large 
as  our  overchecks,  or  larger,  we  do  not  be 
come  unduly  alarmed.  But  when  our  over- 
checks  become  larger  than  our  General  bal- 
ances, we  need  to  take  special  note  and  we 
begin  to  send  out  special  appeals  even  as  we 
did  during  this  last  year. 

Now  if  you  go  on  the  right-hand  side  of 
this  chart,  you  will  note  that  this  is  headed, 
"Investment  Accounts."  Under  this  we  have 
Endowments,  Annuities,  Deposits,  and  Re- 
serves. These  amounts  cannot  be  spent  di- 
rectly for  mission  work  of  the  church.  Only 
the  earnings  from  endowments  may  be  used. 
This  means  that  we  need  to  keep  investments 
to  the  amount  of  approximately  a  million 
dollars  and  need  to  carefully  guard  them  and 
need  to  put  forth  every  effort  to  have  them 
earn  as  much  as  possible.  This,  incidentally, 
consists  of  considerable  work  and  careful 
planning  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  re- 
sponsible. 
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Endowment  Funds  are  such  as  have  come 
directly  as  endowment  contributions  or  as 
matured  annuities.  The  earnings  from  these 
funds  are  applied  to  various  mission  causes 
as  the  records  indicate.  Annuities  are  funds 
that  have  been  contributed  by  individuals 
who  were  given  a  contract  in  return,  agreeing 
to  pay  the  annuitant  a  certain  fixed  amount 
each  year  as  long  as  the  annuitant  lives.  This 
amount  is  fixed  at  the  time  the  contribution 
is  made  according  to  the  age  of  the  annuitant 
at  that  time.  This  means  that  all  Annuity 
Funds  must  be  kept  invested  and  the  princi- 
pal closely  guarded  until  the  death  of  the 
annuitant.  As  a  rule,  these  annuities  mature 
into  endowments  and  that  means  they  con- 
tinue as  investment  funds  but  the  earnings 
will  go  for  mission  causes  instead  of  back  to 
the  annuitant.  Then  we  also  have  been  fol« 
lowing  the  practice  of  accepting  deposits 
from  our  missionaries  who  may  have  small 
savings  that  they  would  like  to  keep  earning 
for  them.  A  fixed  rate  of  interest  is  given  to 
such  depositors.  Then  we  have  a  fourth 
account  which  represents  various  reserves. 
These  reserves  are  important  in  the  light  of 
the  risks  of  investments  due  to  many  circum- 
stances over  which  the  investor  does  not  have 
control.  The  investment  reserves  are  built 
out  of  investment  earnings. 

I  believe  if  you  will  take  time  to  study  this 
chart  carefully  and  go  over  the  explanations 
which  I  have  given,  you  will  more  clearly 
understand  the  financial  setup  of  the  Board. 

Our  investments  again  yielded  a  fair  in- 
come. The  gross  earnings  were  approximate- 
ly 5%.  We  were  able  to  pay  all  annuities  and 
certificate  interest  according  to  contract,  de- 
preciate all  rental  properties  according  to 
schedule,  set  aside  1%  for  investment  reserve, 
and  pay  all  endowments  3l/2.  Exhibit  F  gives 
a  detail  of  this  account. 

The  other  charts  and  exhibits  are  quite 
self-explanatory.  I  feel  that  you  will  have  no 
difficulty  in  understanding  them  if  you  take 
time  to  sit  down  and  really  study  them.  Time 
would  not  permit  in  this  session  to  explain 
everything  that  may  come  up  in  your  mind, 
but  we  want  to  assure  you  that  we  shall  be 
happy  to  do  the  best  we  can  in  explaining  in 
detail  any  questions  that  may  come  to  your 
mind. 

May  we  yet  call  attention  to  the  Auditor's 
Certificate.  This  is  the  first  time  in  the  his- 
tory of  your  General  Mission  Board  that  the 


records  were  audited  by  a  Certified  Public 
Accountant.  Such  an  audit  is  more  expensive 
but  we  feel  it  is  justified.  This  gives  our 
constituency  full  confidence  that  all  funds 
are  properly  handled.  It  also  gives  your 
treasurer's  office  the  benefit  of  professional 
advice  for  the  improvement  of  procedures. 
If  you  will  please  turn  to  Exhibit  H,  you 
will  note  that  we  are  again  endeavoring  to 
set  up  a  consolidated  budget.  In  most  cases 
it  would  be  more  nearly  correct  to  call  this 
estimates  rather  than  budgets.  However,  in 
our  foreign  budgets  we  operate  very  closely. 


The    annual    meeting    was    held    in    the    college 
union    at   *Goshen    College. 


You  will  notice  that  the  grand  total  of  our 
consolidated  budget  is  less  than  last  year. 
This  is  in  keeping  with  our  general  trend  of 
giving  during  the  last  year. 

In  closing,  I  want  to  again  emphasize  that 
we  have  been  still  moving  downward  in 
mission  and  relief  contributions.  We  are 
down  approximately  $50,000  from  last  year. 
Our  feeling  now  is  that  certainly  we  have 
struck  bottom  and  we  should  look  forward 
to  an  upward  trend  in  our  mission  giving 
during  this  year.  We  realize  that  there  are 
many  other  good  opportunities  to  which  to 
contribute.  All  church-sponsored  causes 
should  have  their  proper  recognition  whether 
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it  is  church  building,  the  building  of  out- 
posts, parochial  schools,  or  colleges,  but  we 
do  feel  that  our  church  cannot  fulfill  her 
great  responsibility  in  carrying  out  the  Great 
Commission  if  special  care  is  not  taken  that 
we  give  to  missions  a  proper  portion  of  that 
which  belongs  to  the  Lord.  We  would  like 
to  emphasize  that  the  giving  of  the  church 
can  largely  be  guided  by  our  pastors  and  our 
Mission   Board  members.    Therefore,  it  be- 


hooves all  of  them  to  keep  well  informed 
regarding  all  the  mission  activities  of  the 
church  and  at  the  same  time  keep  their  con- 
stituency informed.  May  we  unite  our  ener- 
gies during  this  year  to  see  that  there  will  be 
an  upward  movement  of  mission  contribu- 
tions. Surely,  we  can  expect  the  blessings  of 
the  Lord  as  we  do  this. 

E.  C.  Bender,  Treasurer. 

H.  Ernest  Bennett,  Asst.  Treas. 


MISSION  AND  CHARITY  FUNDS 


INVESTMENT  ACCOUNTS 


GENERAL  MISSION  FUND* — 


Earnings 


DESIGNATED  FUNDS- N 


/ ^ 

MISSION 
PROGRAM 


ENDOWMENTS 

$350, 000 . 00 


ANNUITIES 

$305 , 000. 00 


DEPOSITS- 


$185, 00  0. 0  0  |    2 

l    •-* 

I    W 

I    w 

$55  ,  000. 00  I    h 

'  *       L_ 


RESERVES 


DEPOSITORS 


INVESTMENTS 


CHART    I    Financial    Organization    of    the    Mennonite    Board 
of   Missions    and    Charities    1950 
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CHART  II  Contributions  received  by  the  Mennonite  Board  of  Missions  and  Charities 
by  years. 


CHART  III   Relative  proportion  of  Expenditures  by  Fields  by  the  Mennonite  Board 
of  Missions  and  Charities  for  Fiscal  year  1949  •  1950 
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Summary  Report  of  Missions  and 
Charities 


CONSOLIDATED  BALANCE  SHEET 

March  31,  1950 
RESOURCES 

CASH  BALANCES 

First  National  Bank,  Elkhart — Checking 

St.  Joseph  Valley  Bank,  Elkhart — Checking 

First  National  Bank,  Elkhart — Savings 

St.  Joseph  Valley  Bank,  Elkhart— Savings 

First  Old  State  Bank,  Elkhart — Savings 

Salem  Bank  and  Trust.  Goshen — Savings 

St.  Joseph  Bank  &  Trust,  South  Bend— Savings 

Royal  Bank  of  Canada 

Petty  Cash 

INVESTMENTS 

Notes  Receivable  (Mortgages) 

Contracts  Receivable 

Real  Estate — Rental  Properties 

Hancock  County,  Ohio,  Farm 

People's  Savings  and  Loan 

Stocks  and  Bonds 

Taxes  &  Insurance  Receivable 

OTHER  RESOURCES 

Dunlap  Church  Building,  Indiana 
Showalter  Farm,  Oklahoma 
Sloan  Property,  Indiana 
Stahly  Estate,  California 
Denver  Church  Building 
Mennonite  Youth  Village 
La  Plata  Purchase 


LIABILITIES  AND  FUND  BALANCES 


LIABILITIES 

Certificates  of  Deposit 
Income  Tax  Withholding 

OPERATING  FUNDS— Exhibit  C 
Mission  and  Charities  Funds 
Less  Unallocated  Expenses 


Relief  and  Service  Funds 
Undesignated  Contributed  Funds 

INVESTMENT  FUNDS 

Endowments — Exhibit  D 

Annuities 

Sarah  Lapp  Memorial  Endowment 

RESERVES 

Investment  Reserve 

Reserve  of  Unallocated  Earned  Income 
Return  Travel  Reserve 
Hospitalization  Reserve 


UNRECORDED  ASSETS 

March  31,  1950 
Real  Estate  Buildings  &  Equipment,  India 
Real  Estate  Buildings  &  Equipment,  South  America 
Real  Estate  Buildings  &  Equipment,  Puerto  Rico 
Mission  Residence  &  Church  Property,  Canton,  Ohio 

&  Church  Property,  Chicago,  Illinois 
&  Church  Property,  Detroit,  Michigan 
&  Church  Property,  Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana 
&  Church  Property,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
&  Church  Property,  Lima,  Ohio 
&  Church  Property,  Peoria,   Illinois 
Mission  Church  Property,  Mexican  Border 
Children's  Home  &  Equipment,  Kansas  City,  Kansas 
Orphans'  Home  Building  &  Equipment,  West  Liberty,  Ohio 
Home  for  the  Aged,  Eureka,  Illinois 

La  Junta  Hospital  &  Sanitarium,  Plant  &  Equipment,  Colorado 
La  Junta  Mercantile  Bldg.  (for  Endowment),  Colorado 
La  Junta  Hospital — Nurses'  Homes,  Colorado 
Old  People's  Home  Property,  Wayne  County,  Ohio 
Oklahoma  Farm  Property 

Bethel  Springs  School  &  Mission  Residence,  Culp,  Ark. 
Administration  Building,  1711  S.  Prairie  St.,  Elkhart 


Mission  Residence 
Mission  Residence 
Mission  Residence 
Mission  Residence 
Mission  Residence 
Mission  Residence 


$125,765.50 

3,189.27 

10,234.56 

5,117.26 

25,250.83 

5,100.27 

5,150.63 

9,513.10 

200.00 


$256,148.50 

518,626.94 

242,983.75 

31,244.06 

1,082.99 

193,428.50 

340.29 


$5,237.39 

1,345.49 

888.75 

25,000.00 
8,274.86 
3,343.94 

15,275.88 


$188,996.73 
189.50 


487,061.76 
5,689.28 

481,372.48 
31,061.42 
52,659.93 


369,211.39 

307,050.00 

3,300.00 


32,701.80 

16,146.66 

10,000.00 

52.85 


$189,521.42 


1,243,855.03 
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59,366.31 
$1,492,742.76 

$189,186.23 

565,093.83 
679,561.39 

58,901.31 
$1,492,742.76 


$140,633.00 

80,600.00 

25,000.00 

15,200.00 

36,000.00 

11,000.00 

10,000.00 

8,500.00 

5,000.00 

8,000.00 

1,500.00 

35,000.00 

28,000.00 

53,000.00 

330,000.00 

20,000.00 

185,000.00 

72,000.00 

7,500.00 

19,000.00 

17,000.00 

$1,107,933.00 


CONSOLIDATED  STATEMENT  OF  FUNDS  RECEIPTS  AND 

April  1,  1949,  to  March  31,  1950 


DISBURSEMENTS 


Fund 

Endowmen 

Transfers 

Transfers 

Fund 

Accounts 

Balance 

Contribu- 

and Other 

Disburse- 

from Othei 

to  Other 

Balance 

4/1/49 

tions 

Income 

ments 

Funds 

Funds 

3/31/50 

General     Mission     Fund 

20,654.91 

85,100.38 

870.83 

14,838.84 

9,500.00 

52,723.54 

48,563.74 

(Schedule  1) 

India   Mission   Funds 

81,221.35 

87,803.45 

3,996.37 

129,270.55 

24,262.06 

24.474.73 

43,537.95 

(Schedule  2) 

South  America  Mission  Funds   14,802.37 

69,998.26 

576.58 

82,071.90 

25,317.46 

7,649.61 

20,973.16 

(Schedule  3) 

Puerto  Rico,  China,  Japan  and 

Other   Foreign    Miss.    Funds    43,938.16 

60,239.73 

219.02 

43,268.48 

2,390.18 

2,253.68 

61,264.93 

(Schedule  4) 

City    Mission    Funds 

•20,731.51 

22,070.49 

6,372.74 

47,855.77 

46,132.65 

23,779.32 

•23,973.95 

(Schedule  5) 

Rural    Mission    Funds 

*      406.84 

3,762.88 

403.87 

13,926.79 

18,914.63 

9,491.92 

*      225.95 

(Schedule  6) 

Charitable    Institutions 

•413,446.49 

62,432.00 

73.908.37 

279,784.90 

205,468.95 

203,190.16 

•270,486.83 

(Schedule  7) 

Sundry   Mission    Funds 

7,837.42 

26,924.00 

3,972.60 

27,236.20 

592.33 

12,090.15 

(Schedule  8) 

Sundry    Forwarding    Funds 

226.82 

26,311.33 

137.76 

26,420.09 

255.82 

(Schedule  9) 

Relief  and  Service  Funds 

34,665.15 

170,431.22 

3,498.05 

180,084.15 

2,551.15 

31,061.42 

(Schedule  10) 

Undesignated  Contributed 

Funds 

47.812.60 

6,506.92 

1,659.59 

52,659.93 

(Schedule  11) 

Administration  Accounts 

Dr.  2,354.40 

596.14 

2,593.01 

f28,392.43 

27,557.68 

(Exhibit  E) 

Total  Operating 

Funds    Activity 

•683,369.22 

615,669.88 

103,056.12 

f863,471.54 

362,687.09 

323,562.96 

•565,093.83 

*  Adjusted  balances  as  per  Schedules  eliminating  fund  balances  held  by  Superintendents, 
f  $11,338.15   of  Administrative  Expenses  have  been  allocated  to  fund  disbursements  and  eliminated  from 
total  disbursements. 


GENERAL  MISSION  FUND 

April  1,  1949,  to  March  31,  1950 
RECEIPTS 


EXHIBIT    C 
Schedule    1 


Balance  April  1,  1949 

Contributions 

Endowments  Received 

Transfer  from  La  Plata  Purchase 

Total  Receipts 


DISBURSEMENTS 


Disbursements 

Gospel  Herald  Supplements 

Publications 

Mission  Travel  Expense 

Foreign  Missions  Conference 

Special  Mission  Conferences 

General  Publications 

Medical  Expenses 

Annual  Report 

Denver  Church  Building  Expense 

Administration  Expense 

Sundry  Items 

Total  Disbursements 
Transfers  (To  Close  Accounts) 
City  Missions  General  Fund 
Rural  Missions  General  Fund 
La  Junta  Hospital  School  of  Nursing 
South  America  General  Fund 
Puerto  Rico  General  Fund 
Annual  Meeting  Expense 
Aged  and  Disabled  Missionary  Support 
Junior  Quarter  Investment  Fund 

Total  Transfers 
Balance  March  31,  1950 


$85,100.38 

870.83 

9500.00 


1,351.80 

2,732.89 

787.06 

189.64 

364.52 

384.01 

20.00 

1,666.74 

7,000.00 

219.36 

122.82 


$22,353.33 

9,422.71 

2,278.79 

17,667.85 

136.50 

484.70 

299.16 

80.50 


$20,654.91 


95,471.21 
$116,126.12 


$14,838.84 


$52,723.54 
48.563.74 

$116,126.12 
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INDIA  MISSION  FUNDS 

April  1,  1949,  to  March  31,  1950 


EXHIBIT  C 
Schedule  2 


Accounts 

India    General   Fund 

India  Missionary  Support 

India  Missionary  Children    Suppo] 

Fund 
Balance 
4/1/49 

28,823.50 

2,200.63 
t    8,960.28 

418.61 
2,855.89 

123.14 
5,283.20 

470.61 

527.73 
1,899.50 

1,124.45 
869.90 

9,826.77 

20.16 

37.88 

52.31 

g.    1,252.51 

5,168.03 
184.85 

Dr.     60.28 
3,061.73 

Dr.     50.00 
8,169.95 

I 

Contribu- 
tions 

26,088.00 

29,976.05 
10.456.72 

Endowment 

and  Other 

Income 

1,389.45 

•f-1,820.32 

242.00 

42.00 

101.85 

Disburse- 
ments 

31,572.16 

33,633.24 
11,492.85 

Transfers 

from  Other 

Funds 

2,487.23 

Transfers 

to  Other 

Funds 

18,757.24 

146.10 
66.57 

Fund 
Balance 
3/31/50 

7,791.87 

1,126.57 
7,899.58 

— 

520.46 

India  Building    Fund 

India  Child   Evangelism  Fund 

- 

2,855.89 

"28.00 

123.14 

5,311.20 



470.61 

India  Boys'  Dormitory  Fund 
India  Girls'  Dormitory  Fund 

527.73 

1,096.53 
4,006.53 
1,407.74 
1.564.17 
6,843.31 
733.22 

6,5567l2 

4,331.30 

98.71 

3,962.60 

9,057.39 

1,743.15 

406.39 

203.27 

6,222.21 

520.72 

627.69 

1,579.15 

4,360.73 
6,088.80 
6,814.07 

SAS9JS9 

1,899.50 

India  Evangelist  Support 
India  Bible   Woman   Support 

154.00 
31.50 

103.25 
84.00 

953.68 

2,295.18 

989.77 
368.51 

2,210.43 

7,696.69 

India  Widow   Support 

546.44 

1,650.19 

"25.00 
877.14 

1,173.16 

1,309.25 

50.00 

395.48 

1,252.51 

India  Hospital   Building 

596.01 

"495.72 

184.85 

India  Student  Support 

189.17 

India  Delegates'    Fund 

1,482.58 

India  50th  Anniversary  Delegates' 
Fund 

4,410.73 
2,250.51 
5,504.82 

5.504.82 

India  Bihar  Building 

India  Latehar  Purchase 

50.00 

Total    India    Mission    Funds 
f  Gain  on  Exchange 

81,221.35 

87,803.45 

3,996.37 

129,270.55 

24,262.06 

24,474.73     43,537.95 

EXHIBIT  C 
Schedule  2-A 

Balance  April  1,  1949 

Contributions 

Endowment  Income 

Return  from  Exchange  Fund 

Total  Receipts 


ANALYSIS  OF  INDIA  GENERAL  MISSION  FUND 

April  1,  1949,  to  March  31,  1950 
RECEIPTS 


C.  P.  General  Budget  Remittances 
Workers'  "Dearness"  Allowances 
Travel  and  Baggage 
Eguipment  and  Supplies 
India  Literature 

Vellore  Christian  Medical  College 
Medical  Scholarship  Fund 
Centennial  Publication 
Administration  Expenses  (Elkhart) 
Sundry  Items 

Total  Disbursements 
Transfers 

India  Education  Fund 

India  Medical  Fund 

India  Widow  Support 

India  Literature  Fund 

India  Pastors'  Support 

India  50th  Anniversary  Delegation 

India  Bihar  General 

India  Missionary  Support 


DISBURSEMENTS 


$26,088.00 
1,389.45 
1,820.32 


10,158.33 

7,688.81 

10,240.00 

1,451.27 

10.01 

500.00 

338.50 

52.99 

943.69 

188.56 


5,459.59 

2,295.18 

989.77 

368.51 

495.72 

4,410.73 

2,250.51 

2,487.23 


$28,823.50 


29,297.77 
$58,121.27 


$31,572.16 


Total  Transfers 

Balance  March  31, 


1950 


$18,757.24 

7,791.87 


$58,121.27 
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SOUTH  AMERICA  MISSION  FUNDS 

April  1,  1949,  to  March  31,  1950 


EXHIBIT  C 
Schedule  3 


Fund 
Accounts  Balance     Contribu- 

4/1/49         tions 

South  America  General    Fund 23,552.09 

South  America  Missionary  Support     1,150.32     19,281.67 
South  America  Missionary  Children 

Support 
South  America  Bible  Institute 
South  America  Church    Bldg.    Fund 
South  America  Building   Fund 

South  America  Evangelism    Fund _ 

South  America  National  Workers' 

Support  

South  America  Orphanage  6,275.46 

South  America  Publication    Fund  298.91 

South  America  Bible  School  Bldg.       1,937.77 


Endowment 


Transfers  Transfers 


and  Other  Disburse-  from  Other  to  Other 


2,898.56  7,362.10 

- 824.79 

1,975.26         

266.09         


1,819.75 

8,477.42 

5,982.17 

403.78 

200.00 


Income 

451.45 

24.50 

38.50 

"10.50 


28.88 
22.75 


ments 
34,021.78 
19,591.22 

4,891.46 
742.18 


Funds 
17,667.85 


Funds 
7,649.61 


371.09 

16,155.91 

4,164.48 

371.09 


7,649.61 


South  America  Chaco   General  Fund   2,094.49 


1,762.69 


Fund 
Balance 
3/31/50 

"865"27 

5,407.70 

82.61 

1,985.76 

266.09 

1,448.66 


8,115.90 
331.60 

2,137.77 
331.80 


Total  South  America  Funds       14,802.37     69,998.26  576.58     82,071.90     25,317.46       7,649.61     20,973.16 


Schedule  3-A 


Contributions 
Endowment  Received 
Transferred  from  General  Fund 


ANALYSIS  OF  SOUTH  AMERICA  GENERAL  FUND 

April  1,  1949,  to  March  31,  1950 
RECEIPTS 


Disbursements 

Advance  for  Budget 
General  Budget  Remittances 
Travel  Expenses  to  Fields 
Miscellaneous  Travel 
Equipment 
Colombia 

Administration  Expenses 
Sundry  Items 
Commissioner's  Expense 

Total  Disbursements 
Transfers 

South  America  National  Workers'  Support 


DISBURSEMENTS 


$23,552.09 

451.45 

17,667.85 


10,000.00 

11,837.00 

6,532.95 

630.00 

1,050.00 

1,091.29 

1,117.20 

370.94 

1,392.40 


7,649.61 


$41,671.39 


$34,021.78 


7,649.61 
$41,671.39 


PUERTO  RICO,  CHINA,  JAPAN  AND  OTHER  FOREIGN  MISSION  FUNDS 

April  1,  1949,  to  March  31,  1959 


EXHIBIT  C 
Schedule  4 


Fund 
Accounts  Balance 

4/1/49 

Puerto  Rico  General   Mission   Fund     _ 

Puerto  Rico  Missionary  Support  

Puerto  Rico  Missionary  Children 

Support  

Puerto  Rico  Church  Building  Fund  5,483.00 
Puerto  Rico  Clinic  16,384.75 
Puerto  Rico  New  Station  Building         


Endowment 

Contribu-  and  Other  Disburse- 

tions  Income        ments 

10,025.04        9,091.51 

6,910.57  219.02       8,710.35 


Transfers  Transfers        Fund 
from  Other  to  Other      Balance 
Funds        Funds        3/31/50 

136.50       1,070.03         

1,070.03         Dr.  510.73 


Total  Puerto  Rico  Mission  Funds  21,867.75 

21,219.04 

1.00 

404.93 

248.50 


China  General  Mission  Fund 
Japan  General  Mission  Fund 
Alaska  Mission  Fund 
London  Mission  Fund 
Sicily  Mission  Fund 
Philippine  Mission  Fund 
Poland  Mission  Fund 
Belgium  Mission  Fund 

Total  Puerto  Rico,  China, 
Japan  and  Other  Foreign 
Mission  Funds 


2,953.93  1,377.90        1,576.03 

1,181.65  4,756.79        1,183.65          724.21 

808.63  1,807.58        15,385.80 

9,388.98  592.50       1,183.65         9,980.13 

31,268.80  219.02  26,336.63  2,390.18      2,253.68 

14,613.08  8,230.68        „. 

13,905.29  8,665.77        


77.80 
75.00 
44.14 


139.65 
225.47 

~~S7A4 


35.40 


27,155.44 
27,601.44 
5,240.52 
404.93 
248.50 
139.65 
267.87 
75.00 
131.58 


43,938.16     60,239.73 


219.02     43,268.48      2,390.18      2,253.68     61,264.93 
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Accounts 

City  Missions  General  Fund 
Canton  Mission 
Chicago  Bethel   Mission 
Chicago  Mexican  Mission 
Chicago  Mexican  Mission  Church 

Building 
Chicago  Home  Mission 

Cleveland  Colored  Mission  Fund 

Denver  Mission 

Denver  Mission  Home  Fund 

Detroit  Mission 

Fort  Wayne  Mission 

Kansas  City  Mission 

Lima  Mission 

New  York  City  Mission  Fund 
Peoria  Mission 
Peoria  Mission    Building 
La  Junta  Spanish  Work 
South  Bend  Mission  Fund 

Total  City  Mission  Funds 


*  Balances  in  Superintendents'  Hands 

f  Rental  Income 

$  Income  from  sale  of  property 

§  Advance  for  building  repairs 


cn 

April  1, 

Fund 

Balance 

4/1/49 

Y  MISSIOl 

1949,  to  1/ 

I 
Contribu- 
tions 
1,260.70 
2.329.35 
2,344.41 
1,672.19 

V  FUNDS 
[arch  31,  U 

Endowment 
and  Other 
Income 
205.38 
21.00 

50 

Disburse- 
ments 

40.09 
3,522.72 
2,391.02 
3,442.64 

7.56 

5,036.07 

5,~307.33 

Transfers 
from  Other 

Funds 

22,353.33 

1,111.23 

46.61 

1,770.45 

I 
S 

Transfers 

to  Other 

Funds 

23.779.32 

:xhibit  C 

chedule  5 

Fund 
Balance 
3/31/50 

*     236.97 

*     175.83 



19,335.29 
*      345.83 

116.36 

442J5 

t    408.00 

19,327.73 

1,272.97 
3,m37 

2,521.36 

•Dr.  45.16 
116.36 

*     269.63 

1,909.83 



•     201.50 

$3,200.00 

9.86 

21.00 

3.50 

24.50 

§2,000.00 

"36.75 

3,200.00 

*  93.82 

*  103.46 

*  23.76 

1,070.92 

701.89 

1,992.87 

3,859.93 

4,668.11 
3,987.11 
4,268.66 
9,411.56 

3,773.67 
3,310.38 
2,329.50 
3,502.00 

2,143.62 
1^360.67 

*  280.16 

*  149.62 

*  80.97 

*     179.87 
300.00 

*     154.74 
300.00 

*       71.07 

2,185.89 

4,412.23 
1,366767 

•      25.10 

479.86 

479.86 

500.00 

550.00 

20,731.51 
*   1,324.41 

22,070.49 

6,372.74 

47,855.77 

46,132.65 

23,779.32 

23,973.95 
•   1,022.76 

RURAL  MISSION  FUNDS 

April  1,  1949,  to  March  31,  1950 


Fund 
Accounts  Balance 

4/1/49  tions 

Rural   Missions   General   Fund  241.95 

Culp,   Arkansas,   Mission  Fund  1,154.30 

Bethel   Springs,    Arkansas,    School    *  225.93  651.94 

Culp,  Arkansas,  Mission  Home  Fund    406.84         100.00 

Mexican  Border  Work  1,409.74 

South  Texas  Church  Fund  204.95 

Total  Rural  Funds 
*  Balance  in  Principal's  Hands 


Endowment 
Contribu-  and  Other  Disburse- 


Income 
136.50 


246.37 


21.00 


ments 

309.24 
4,429.65 
3,347.25 
1,591.73 
4,248.92 


EXHIBIT  C 
Schedule  6 


Transfers  Transfers 
from  Other  to  Other 
Funds        Funds 
9,422.71       9,491.92 
3,275.35 

2,292.50         

1,084.89 
2,839.18 


406.84 
225.93 


3,762.88 


403.87     13,926.79     18,914.63      9,491.92 


Fund 
Balance 
3/31/50 


69.49 


225.95 


225.95 
69.49 


CHARITABLE  INSTITUTIONS 

April  1,  1949,  to  March  31,  1950 


EXHIBIT  C 
Schedule  7 


Accounts 
Kansas  City  Children's  Home 

Kansas  City  Children's  Home 

Building   Fund 
Orphans'    Home,    Ohio 


Mennonite  Youth  Village 
Child  Welfare  Committee 
Home  for  Aged,  Illinois 


Home  for  Aged,  Illinois,  Support 
Old  People's  Home,  Ohio 


Old  People's  Home,  Ohio,  Support 
Charitable  Homes  General 
La  Junta,  Colorado,  Mennonite 
Hospital  and  Sanitarium 


Fund 

Balance 

4/1/49 

27,510.94 

*  432.42 

11,482.10 
26,639.25 

*  97.54 


1,508.83 
1,436.58 


2,154.62 
8,611.76 
*     448.66 

5,274.17 


356.08 


Endowment  Transfers  Transfers        Fund 

Contribu-  and  Other  Disburse-  from  Other  to  Other      Balance 
tions  Income        ments  Funds        Funds        3/31/50 

8,699.96     40.25  17,236.01    29,324.68 

fl0,295.24  *  418.12 


5,333.97    895.24  16,621.98 

f4,472.79 

$2,187.46 

§  247.84 

1,512.76  §  235.00 

191.18    

2,832.18  5,434.86 
t24,736.93 
*  1,131.74 
5  5,494.00 

1,499.58    

530.54  2,902.11 
tl3,513.80 
$  2,105.86 


2,303.93 

142.03 

38,159.67 


644.40 
16,696.60 


58.61 

674.55 

31 


110.25 
105.00 


325.00 


318.96 


1,475.26 


1,475.26 


Dr. 


1,714.90 


482.10 
195.60 
56.51 


556.17 

49.15 

274.85 

615.86 


534.54 
012.40 
118.63 


1,714.90   3,234.27 
168.86 

816.67 


La  Junta,  Colorado,  School  of 

Nursing  (Exhibit  G)  1,434.63 

La  Junta  Nurses'  Home  Blag.  Fund  40,289.45     39,664.04 

Greensburg,    Kansas,    Hospital  Dr.   26.30         

Elkhart  Hospital  Fund  289,645.59 

Goshen-Elkhart  School  of  Nursing 


3,713.42   2,278.79    

138,876.67  100,000.00    _.  41,076.82 

4,292.76    Dr.  4,319.06 

40,453.47 200,000.00  49,192.12 

100,000.00         100,000.00 


Total  Charitable  Institutions 

Funds  413,446.49    62,432.00 

*   2,415.20 
*  Balances  in  Superintendents'  Hands 
t  Support  received  from  Occupants 
$  Farm  Income 
§  Rental  Income 
II  Received  from  Estates 


73,908.37  279,784.90  205,468.95  203,190.16  270,486.83 

*  4,209.12 


SUNDRY  MISSION  FUNDS 

April  1,  1949,  to  March  31,  1950 


EXHIBIT  C 
Schedule  8 


Accounts 


Fund  Endowment  Transfers  Transfers         Fund 

Balance     Contribu-  and  Other  Disburse-  from  Other  to  Other       Balance 

4/1/49         lions  Income         ments  Funds        Funds         3/31/50 


General  Forwardings  5,505.24 

General  Personal    Forwardings  .    2,750.02 

India    Personal    Forwardings  Dr.  921.58  5,883.01 

South  America  Personal  Forwardings  3,014.75 


Puerto   Rico   Personal  Forwardings 

Bible  Fund  1,657.97 

Jewish   Mission   Work   Fund  3,149.26 

Rural  Mission  Fund  105.14 

Evangelizing   Fund  1,046.69 

India  Troyer  Refrigerator  575.84 

Lark — Fire   Loss   Fund  

India — Friesen    Projector    Fund  

South    America — Car   Account — 

Publication  of  Chicago  Miss.  History  

Junior  Quarter  Investment  Fund  847.25 

Youth  Project  Fund  1,000.00 
Aged  and  Disabled  Missionary 

Support 

Missionary  Preparation   Fund  376.85 


447.81 
251.29 
406.63 


1,055.15 

175.00 

5,234.94 


163.02 
2,037.14 


2,413.00 


262.50 


413.60 
572.00 


280.00 
31.50 


5,470.33 
2,582.24 
7,890.42 
3,014.75 
447.81 


77.31 


4,338.20 

26.25 

506.75 


742.18 
2,139.96 


212.67 


80.50 


299.16 


Dr. 


34.91 
167.78 
303.32 


909.26 
555.89 
105.14 
231.88 
575.84 
055.15 
175.00 
896.74 
387.35 
993.00 
000.00 


305.53 


Total  Forwarding  Funds 


7,837.42     26,924.00       3,972.60     27,236.20 


592.33 


12,090.15 


SUNDRY  FORWARDING  FUNDS 

April  1,  1949,  to  March  31,  1950 


EXHIBIT  C 
Schedule  9 


Accounts 


Fund  Endowment 

Balance     Contribu-  and  Other  Disburse- 
4/1/49         tions  Income         ments 


Transfers  Transfers 
from  Other  to  Other 
Funds        Funds 


Africa                                                               - 3,323.02  21.00 

American   Bible   Society                             839.37         — 

Commission  for  Christian  Education     1,022.32         

General  Sewing  Circle  Committee 728.47  7.00 

General   Conference   Expenses                 829.68         

Goshen    College                                            724.28 

Hesston  College 155.00 

Mennonite  Board    of   Education              — - 13,366.95  109.76 

Mennonite  Central  Committee                  1,331.04 

Mennonite  Mutual  Aid                                370.00         

Mennonite  Publishing  House                    — 1,657.67         

Northern  Bible  Society 266.54         

Peace  Problems  Committee                       1,209.79         

Hannibal    Mission   Fund  115.20  487.20 

Ouindaro,  K.C.,  Mission  Bldg.  Fund  111.62  - 

Total  Forwarding  Funds  226.82  26,311.33  137.76     26,420.09 


3,344.02 
839.37 

1,022.32 
735.47 
829.68 
724.28 
155.00 
13,476.71 

1,331.04 
370.00 

1,657.67 
266.54 

1,209.79 
458.20 


Fund 
Balance 
3/31/50 


144.20 
111.62 


255.82 
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MENNONITE  RELIEF  COMMITTEE 

April  1,  1949,  to  March  31,  1950 


EXHIBIT  C 
Schedule  10 


RECEIPTS 


Balances  April  1,  1949 
General  Relief  Fund 
China  Relief  Fund 
Emergency  Relief  Fund 
Kansas  City  Service  Unit  Fund 
Total  Balances 

Contributions 

General  Relief  Fund 
Service  Unit  General  Fund 
China  Relief  Fund 

Total  Contributions 

Other  Income 

Amish  Refugee  Funds 
House  Trailer  Rent 
Transfer  from  Travel  Reserve 
Kansas  City  Service  Unit 

Total  Receipts 


Mennonite  Relief  Committee  Units 
Belgium  Relief 
Ethiopia  Relief 
Poland  Relief 
China  Relief 
Sicily  Relief 
Puerto  Rico  Relief 


$23,581.83 

6,880.83 

3,834.96 

367.53 


135,986.86 

1,445.57 

135.09 

$137,567.52 


32,863.70 

155.00 

2,551.15 

3,343.05 


DISBURSEMENTS 


$16,018.67 

13,062.82 

1,949.31 

4,350.88 

629.79 

12,079.60 

$48,091.07 

6,576.94 


Less  Refunds  and  Credits 

Mennonite  Central  Committee 

Relief  15,149.79 

Refugee  39,000.00 

Voluntary  Service  9,600.00 

Mental  Health  3,200.00 

Forwarding  1,089.29 

M.R.C.  Service  Units 
Student  Travel  Expense 
C.P.S.  Tuition 
La  Plata  Purchase 
Administration  Expenses 
Miscellaneous  Disbursements 

Total  Relief  Disbursements 
Amish  Refugee  Remittances 

Total  Disbursements 

Balances  March  31,  1950 
General  Relief  Fund 
Kansas  City  Service  Unit  Fund 
Emergency  Relief  Fund  ($2665.04  transferred  from  China  Relief) 


41,514.13 


68,039.08 

11,685.82 
1,057.45 

12,000.00 
3,500.00 
7,981.35 
1,643.75 

147,421.58 

32,662.57 


$23,750.61 

810.81 

6,500.00 


$34,665.15 


176,480.42 
$211,145.57 


$180,084.15 


31,061.42 
$211,145.57 


UNDESIGNATED  CONTRIBUTED  FUNDS 

April  1,  1949,  to  March  31,  1950 


EXHIBIT  C 
Schedule  11 


Accounts 

Stahly  Estate,  California 
Mary  M.  Good  Estate 
Moyer-Byler  Fund 
Lydia  M.  Weaver  Estate 
W.  A.  Weaver  Estate 

Total  Undesignated  Funds 
t  Earned  Income  from  farm 
$Farm  Expenses 


Fund 
Balance 
4/1/49 
28,005.20 
8,564.23 
1,000.00 
2,603.45 
7,639.72 


47,812.60 


Endowment                      Transfers  Transfers 
Contribu-  and  Other  Disburse-  from  Other  to  Other 
tions          Income        ments          Funds        Funds 
f6,506.92     $1,659.59         

6,506.92       1,659.59         I 


Fund 
Balance 
3/31/50 
32,852.53 
8,564.23 
1,000.00 
2,603.45 
7,639.72 

52,659.93 
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ENDOWMENT  FUNDS 

March  31,  1950 


EXHIBIT    D 


India  Funds — 

General    Fund 

$39,698.58 

Missionary  Support 

1,200.00 

Missionary  Children  Support 

1,200.00 

Bible   Women 

900.00 

Evangelist 

3,900.00 

Orphan 

2,400.00 

Medical 

2,950.00 

Mohadi   Evangelist 

500.00 

Bible   School 

1,600.00 

Church  Building 

800.00 

High  School 

19,097.40 

South  America  Funds — 

General  Fund 

12,898.58 

Missionary  Support 

700.00 

Missionary  Children  Support 

1,100.00 

Evangelist 

825.00 

Orphan 

650.00 

Church  Building 

300.00 

Heme  Missions  Funds — 

General  Fund 

5,868.01 

Canton,  Ohio 

600.00 

Chicago,   Illinois 

11,650.00 

Chicago    Mission    S.S. 

1,000.00 

Detroit,    Michigan 

281.75 

Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana 

600.00 

Kansas  City,  Missouri 

100.00 

Lima,  Ohio  700.00 

Peoria,  Illinois  1,050.00 

Charitable    Institutions   Funds — 

General  Fund  3,150.00 

Children's  Home,  Kansas  City  1,150.00 

Orphans'   Home,   Ohio  25,578.33 

Home  for  Aged,  Illinois  47,773.00 

Old  People's  Home,  Ohio  78,917.48 

Old  People's  Home  for  Sick,  Ohio  4,000.00 

La  Junta  Hospital  &  Sanitarium  3,000.00 

La  Junta  Sanitarium   Charity  Fund  70.00 

La  Junta  Hospital— Wills  Estate  15,014.54 

La  Junta  Nurses'  Training  School  3,136.05 

General  Funds 

General  Mission  Fund  24,880.76 

Foreign  Missionary  Support  11,971.91 

Administration   Expense  15,300.00 

Africa  600.00 

Aged  &  Disabled  Missionary  8,000.00 

Bible    Fund  1,000.00 

Church  Building  600.00 

Evangelizing    Fund  7,500.00 

Missionary  Preparation  900.00 

Rural  Missions  3,900.00 

Indiana-Michigan  Sewing  Circles  200.00 

Total  Endowment  Funds  $369,211.39 


CONSOLIDATED  STATEMENT  OF  ADMINISTRATION  ACCOUNTS 

April  1,  1949,  to  March  31,  1950 


EXHIBIT  E 


Accounts 


Contribu- 
tions 
596.14 


Endowment 


and  Other  Disburse-  from  Other  to  Other 


Fund 

Balance 

4/1/49 

Administration  Expenses  (Schedule  1)  

Annual  Meeting  Expenses  

Executive  and  Mission  Committee 

Expenses  

South  America  Commissioners' 

Expenses  Dr.  2,354.40 

General  Expense  and  Upkeep  of 

Administration  Building 
Administration  Building  Repairs 
and   Improvements 

Total    Administrative    Accounts     Dr.  2,354.40  596.14      2,593.01     28,392.43     27,557.68 

f  Amount  Refunded 


Transfers  Transfers 


Income 

500.50 

1,130.51 


t     962.00 


ments 

20,904.64 

1,615.21 

621.82 


1,139.08 
4,111.68 


Funds 

19,808.00 

484.70 

621.82 

1,392.40 

1,139.08 

4,111.68 


Funds 


Fund 
Balance 
3/31/50 


GENERAL  ADMINISTRATION  EXPENSES 

April  1,  1949,  to  March  31,  1950 

RECEIPTS 

Contributions  $596.14 

Endowment  Income  500.50 

Total  Receipts 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Disbursements 

Office  Supplies  and  Expense  $3,168.80 

Telephone,  Telegraph,  and  Postage  Expense  1,858.75 

Auditing  Charges  90.00 

Administration  Miscellaneous  Expense  178.23 

Administration  Allowances,  General  6,431.00 

Secretarial  &  Office  Allowances  8,488.99 

Travel  &  Automobile  Expense  681.67 

Publicity  7.20 

Total  Disbursements  $20,904.64 
Deductions 

Transferred  from  Interest  Income  $6,168.60 

Administrative  Charges  for  handling  M.C.C.  Refugee  Fund  201.13           6,369.73 

Net  Administration  Expenses 
Transfers 

General  Relief  Fund  $3,861.02 

Allocated  to  Mission  Funds  9,577.25 

Total  Transfers 


EXHIBIT    E 
Schedule  1 


$1,096.64 


$14,534.91 


13,438.27 
$  1,096.64 
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REPORT  OF  EARNED  INCOME 

April  1,  1949,  to  March  31,  1950 
INTEREST  AND  DIVIDENDS    , 
Receipts 

Interest  Income  $44,119.29 

Dividends  Received  3,676.51 

Hancock  County  Farm  Income  1,485.06 

Other  Income  32.57 

Disbursements 

Annuity  Payments  14,333.10 

Interest  Expense  6,317.94 

Administration  Expense  6,181.60 

Depreciation  2,709.22 

Fees  and  Assessments  189.78 

Other  Expenses  54.92 

Net  Interest  &  Dividend  Income 
RENTALS 
Receipts 

Rental  Income 
Disbursements 

Utilities 

Repairs  and  Upkeep 

Fees  and  Assessments 

Depreciation 

Taxes  and  Insurance  Expense 

Net  Rental  Income 

Total  Net  Income,  1949-1950  available  for  allocation 
ALLOCATION  OF  EARNED  INCOME 


EXHIBIT  F 


2,422.91 
2,340.79 
505.00 
8,936.82 
2,886.57 


Endowments 

Investment  Reserve 

Special  Reserve  of  Unallocated  Earned  Income 


12,264.84 
7,796.15 
2,843.40 


$49,313.43 


29,786.56 


$20,469.61 


17,092.09 


$19,526.87 


3,377.52 

$22,904.39 


$22,904.39 


Current  Assets 
Bank  Account 
Petty  Cash 
Accounts  Receivable 

Less  Reserve  for  Bad  Debts 

Inventory 

Total  Current  Assets 
Fixed  Assets 
Equipment 

Fixed  Equipment 
General  Equipment 
Nurses'  Home  Equipment 

Total  Equipment 

Less  Depreciation  Reserve 

Buildings 
Hospital 
Sanitarium 
Power  House 

Graduate  Home  and  Cottage 
Student  Home 

Total  Buildings 

Less  Depreciation  Reserve 

Land 
Automobile 

Less  Depreciation  Reserve 

Total  Fixed  Assets 
Investments 

Woodruff  Property 
Will's  Estate 
Endowment 


LA  JUNTA  MENNONITE  HOSPITAL  BALANCE  SHEET 

March  31,  1950 
ASSETS 


EXHIBIT  G 


Total  Assets 

Liabilities 

Withholding  Tax 
Notes  Payable 

Total  Liabilities 


LIABILITIES  AND  CAPITAL 
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130,600.93 
57.288.47 

$7,730.59Cr. 
150.00 

73,312.46 

22,045.82 

$87,777.69 

11,161.96 

54,987.47 

4,202.50 

70,351.93 
6,669.60 

63,682.33 

244,638.06 

55,000.00 

5,000.00 

12,000.00 

10,000.00 

$326,638.06 
11,170.06 

$315,468.00 

1,636.35 
489.94 

8.380.00 
1,146.41 

388,676.74 

20,000.00 
15,014.54 
6,206.05    41,220.59 

- 

$517,675.02 

2,401.13 
49,000.00 

51,401.13 


Operating  Capital  420,556.16 

Investment  Capital  41,220.59 

Net  Gain  4,497.14 

Total  Capital  466,273.89 


Total  Capital  and  Liabilities  $517,675.02 


LA  JUNTA  MENNONITE  HOSPITAL  FUNDS 

Condensed  Profit  and  Loss  Statement 
April  1,  1949,  to  March  31,  1950 

OPERATING  INCOME 

Day  Rate  Service  $165,165.00 

Special  Professional  Service  83,745.27 

Outpatient  Service  18,572.90 


EXHIBIT  G 


Total  Operating  Income  $267,483.17 

Less  Deductions  for  Charity,  Discounts  and  Bad  Debts  17,915.42 


OPERATING  EXPENSES 

Administration  $23,662.37 

Dietary  38,102.38 

Laundry  8,596.31 

Housekeeping  9,607.47 

Heat,  Light,  Power  11,127.56 

Maintenance  and  Repair  9,560.93 

Depreciation  10,073.40 

Car  Expense  91.62 

Interest  Expense  1,894.00 


$249,567.75 


$112,716.04 


PROFESSIONAL  SERVICE 

Medical  and  Surgical  $12,248.48 

Nursing  Service  87,497.95 

Oxygen  2,561.27 

Drugs  16,463.33 

X  ray  11,865.42 

Laboratory  7,029.52       137,665.97 


Total  Operating  Expenses  and  Professional  Services  250,382.01 


Operating  Loss  814.26 

NON-OPERATING  INCOME  $5,419.84 

NON-OPERATING  EXPENSE  108.44 


Non-Operating  Gain  5,311.40 


Total  Net  Gain  $4,497.14 


AUDITOR'S  REPORT 

314  Odd  Fellows  Building 
South  Bend   1,  Indiana 
June  7,  1950 

Board  of  Directors 

Mennonite  Board  of  Missions  and  Charities,  Inc. 

Elkhart,  Indiana 

Gentlemen: 

In  accordance  with  your  reguest  we  have  made  an  examination  of  the  Balance  Sheet  of: 
Mennonite  Board  of  Missions  and  Charities,  Inc. 
Elkhart,  Indiana 
as  at  MaTch  31,  1950,  and  related  statements.  In  this  connection  tests  were  made  of  the  books, 
documents  were  examined,  data  was  obtained  from  officers  and  employees,  and  such  other 
procedures  deemed  necessary  under  the  circumstances,  but  we  did  not  make  a  detailed  audit 
of  all  the  transactions. 

In  our  opinion,  based  upon  such  examination  outlined  above,  the  accompanying  balance 
sheet  attached  hereto  presents  fairly  the  financial  condition  of  the  Mennonite  Board  of  Missions 
and  Charities,  Inc.,  as  at  March  31,  1950,  and  the  results  of  its  operations  for  the  year  then 
ended.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Lewis  E.  Thomas, 

Certified  Public  Accountant. 
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MENNONITE  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS  AND  CHARITIES 

Elkhart,  Indiana 

BALANCE  SHEET— March  31,   1950 


ASSETS 

Cash  Balances 

First  National  Bank,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

St.  Joseph  Valley  Bank,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

First  National  Bank,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

First  Old  State  Bank,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

St.  Joseph  Valley  Bank,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

St.  Joseph  Bank  &  Trust,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Salem  Bank  &  Trust,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Canadian  Exchange 

Petty  Cash 

Investments 

Hancock  County  Farm,  Ohio 

Mortgage  Loans  Receivable 

Contracts  Receivable 

Taxes  and  Insurance  Receivable 

Real  Estate  and  Property  Investment 

Stocks  and  Bonds 

People's  Savings  &  Loan  Co.,  Orrville,  Ohio 

Other  Assets 

La  Plata  Purchase 

Dunlap  Church  Building 

Showalter  Farm,  Oklahoma 

Sloan  Property,  Fort  Wayne 

Stahly  Estate  Farm 

Mennonite  Youth  Village,  Property 

Denver,  Colorado,  Building  Fund 

Total  Assets 


$125,765.50 
3,189.27 

10,234.56 
25,250.83 
5,117.26 
5,150.63 
5,100.27 
9,513.10 
200.00 


$31,244.06 
256,148.50 
518,626.94 
340.29 
242,983.75 
193,428.50 
1,082.99 


$15,275.88 
5,237.39 
1,345.49 
888.75 
25,000.00 
3,343.94 
8,274.86 


$189,521.42 


1,243,855.03 


59,366.31 


$1,492,742.76 


Current 

Accrued  Withholding  Tax 
Certificates  of  Deposit 

Operating  Funds 
Investment  Funds 

Endowments — General 

Annuities 

Sarah  Lapp  Memorial  Endowment  Fund 

Reserve  Funds 

Investment  Reserve  Account 
Unallocated  Reserves 
Reserve  for  Hospital  and  Medical  Plan 
Return  Travel  Reserve 

Total  Liabilities 


LIABILITIES  AND  NET  WORTH 


$   189.50 

188,996.73  $189,186.23 


565,093.83 

$369,211.39 
307,050.00 

3,300.00   679,561.39 


$32,701.80 
16,146.66 
52.85 
10,000.00        58,901.31 

$1,492,742.76 


AUDIT  REPORT— Schedule  1 
STATEMENT  OF  OPERATING  INCOME  AND  EXPENSE 
FOR  YEAR  ENDED  MARCH  31,  1950 


Income 

Interest  and  Dividends 

Rent 

Administrative  Donations 

Administrative  Service  Charge 

Expenses 

Interest  Expense 

Annuity  Payment  Expense 

Taxes  on  Investment  Property 

Insurance  on  Investment  Property 

Repairs,  Maintenance  and  Improvements 

Administration  Building — Repairs  and  Improvements 

Administrative  Expense 

Administrative  Allowance — General 

Secretary  and  Office  Allowance 

Relief  and  Service  Units  Administrative  Allowance 

Office  Supplies  and  Expense 

Telephone,  Telegraph,  and  Postage 

Traveling  and  Auto  Expense 

Travel  and  Auto  Expense — Relief  Service 

Executive  Committee  Expense 

General   Upkeep   and   Overhead — Administration    Building 

Commissioner  Expense 

Publicity 

Hospitalization  Plan  Expense 

Depreciation  of  Investment  Property 

Excess  of  Operating  Expense  over  Operating  Income 
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$49,313.43 

20.329.61 

508.54 

10,293.85 


$32,805.23 

14,333.10 

240.50 

773.35 

7,141.42 

4,111.68 

268.23 

5,906.00 

8,488.99 

2,764.05 

3,168.80 

1,858.75 

681.67 

907.65 

621.82 

1,139.08 

1,392.40 

7.20 

421.15 

11,646.06 


$80,445.43 


98,677.13 
$18,231.70 


CONSOLIDATED  BUDGET 

April  1,  1949,  to  March  31,  1950 


General  Fund  Disbursements 

India  General   Disbursements 

India  (C.P.)  Field   Budget 

India  (C.P.)  Building  Budget 

India  (Bihar)  Field  Budget 

India  (Bihar)  Building  Budget 

India  Missionary  Support 

South  America  Gen.   Disbursements 

South  America  Field  Budget 

South  America  Building  (Chaco) 

South  America  Missionary   Support 

Puerto  Rico  Gen.  Disbursements 

Puerto  Rico  Field  Budget 

Puerto  Rico  Building 

Puerto  Rico  Missionary  Support 

China  Mission 

Japan   Mission 

Belgium  Mission 

London  Mission 

City  Missions 

Rural  Missions 

Charitable   Institutions 

Relief  and  Service  f 

Other  Sundry  Items 

Administration 

Total  Budget 
*  Foreign  Budgets  July  1,  1950,  to  June  30,  1951 
f  As  adopted  by  Relief  Committee 


Monthly 
Average 
$1,000.00 
3,000.00 
•2,398.00 

*  503.75 

*  309.00 

*  685.67 
4,000.00 
2,000.00 

*2,116.66 

*  458.33 
2,500.00 

500.00 

*  473.00 
•1,000.00 

900.00 

1,000.00 
500.00 
300.00 
100.00 

4,875.00 
708.33 

8,791.67 

12,760.00 

150.00 

1,708.34 


Year 

1950-51 

$12,000.00 

36,000.00 

28,776.00 

6,045.00 

3,708.00 

8,228.04 

48,000.00 

24,000.00 

25,399.96 

5,500.00 

30,000.00 

6,000.00 

5,676.00 

12,000.00 

10,800.00 

12,000.00 

6,000.00 

3,600.00 

1,200.00 

58,500.00 

8,500.00 

105,500.00 

153,120.00 

1,800.00 

20,500.00 


Year 

1949-50 

$12,000.00 

36,000.00 

34,326.00 

6,250.00 

5,664.00 

8,000.00 

48,000.00 

24,000.00 

42,000.00 

24,000.00 
6,000.00 
5,256.00 

22,000.00 
9,600.00 

15,000.00 
9,550.00 
3,600.00 
3,600.00 

46,000.00 

13,100.00 

279,800.00 

237,325.00 

2,520.00 

25,780.00 


EXHIBIT  H 


Disbursed 
Last  Year 

1949-50 

$14,838.84 

27,920.70 

37,038.68 

6,222.21 

6,088.80 

6,814.07 

45,126.09 

22,184.78 

33,641.75 

24,482.68 
3,149.70 
5,941.81 
7,156.87 

10,088.25 
8,230.68 
8,665.77 


47,855.77 

10,579.54 

162,880.33 

180,084.15 

2,882.14 

18,161.68 


$52,737.75     $632,853.00     $919,371.00     $690,035.29 


INDIA  BUDGET 

July  1 

1950, 

to  June  30,  1951 

In  Rupees 

Central  Province  Budget  (Monthly) 

Administration 

Rs.  1710-0-0 

Charitable  Institutions 

2500-0-0 

Education 

1730-0-0 

Emergency 

150-0-0 

Evangelistic 

1168-0-0 

Leper 

115-0-0 

Literature 

100-0-0 

Medical 

1111-0-0 

Pastors 

190-0-0 

Dearness  Allowance 

2500-0-0 

Rs.   11274-0-0 

$2,398.00 

Central  Province  Building  Budget  (Annual) 

Hospital  Building  Program 

Rs.  22705-0-0 

Sihawa  Property 

1200-0-0 

Annual  Repairs 

4500-0-0 

Rs.  28405-0-0 

$6,045.00 

Bihar  Budget  (Monthly) 

Evangelistic 

Rs.  586-0-0 

Administration 

707-0-0 

Relief  for  Dearness 

139-0-0 

Provident  Fund 

21-0-0 

Bihar  Building  Budget  (Annual) 
Based  on  Exchange  Rate  4.7 


Rs.   1,453-0-0         $    309.00 
Rs.  38000-0-0         $8,228.00 


SOUTH  AMERICAN  BUDGET 

July  1,  1950,  to  June  30,  1951 

In  Argentine  Pesos 


National  Workers 

Basic  monthly  salaries 
11%  Retirement  Fund 
Medical  Expenses 
Year  end  bonuses 

Orphanages 

Boys'  Home 

Girls'  Home 

Publications 
Evangelism 


5,200.00 
540.00 
300.00 
430.00 


1,300.00 
900.00 


Monthly 


6,470.00 


2,200.00 


250.00 
100.00 
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Bible  School 
Rents 

Trips  to  outstations 
Repairs  to  properties 
Administration 
Missionary   Medical 
Trips  to  workers'  meetings 
Telephones 

Miscellaneous 

Moving,  auto  licenses,  taxes,  etc. 


Chaco  Mission 

School 

Indian  Aid  &  Clinic 

Trips — Investigation  to  B.A. 

Auto  upkeep  &  fuel 

Duerksen  allowance 


Total  monthly  budget 
Chaco  Building  Budget 

House,  Repairs  &  Clinic,  Nam  Cum 

Land  Rights  at  L.   15 

Land  Rights  at  L.  17 

Adobe  houses  on  above  sites 

General  overhauling  for  Ford 

Truck  fund 


250.00 

1,300.00 

1,200.00 

700.00 

350.00 

350.00 

250.00 

150.00 

4,300.00 
1,380.00 

14.950.00 

2,000.00 

3,000.00 

2,000.00 

6,000.00 

10,800.00 

1,983.33 

23,800.00 

16,933.33 

$2,116.66 

7,000.00 

5,000.00 

5,000.00 

10,000.00 

2,000.00 

15,000.00 

44,000.00 

$5,500.00 

Exchange  Rate  8.0 


PUERTO  RICO  BUDGET 

July  1,  1950,  to  June  30,  1951 


General  Missions  Fund 
Administration 
Nachtigall  house  rent 

Palo  Hincado  Church — Jan.  to  June,   1951 
Travel 
Emergency 

Additional  house  rent  for  extra  worker 


Evangelistic  Fund 

Horse  maintenance 

Bible  Institute 

Travel 

Meals  P.R.  workers — Palo  Hincado 

S.S.  &  D.V.B.S.  mat.— Palo  Hincado 

Additional  mileage  for  extra  worker 


Educational  Fund 

Pulguillas  Day  School 

Scholarship 

Travel 

Medical  Fund 

Medicines  (Rabanal) 
Milk  Station 

Maintenance  Fund 

Caring  for  grounds 

Painting  of  buildings 

Screening 

Truck  mileage 

Gas,  oil,  and  repair  on  pump  motor 

Tools  and  equipment 

General  repair  on  buildings 

Road  repair 

Emergency 


Monthly 


$3.00 

30.00 

20.00 

25.00 

25.00 

$103.00 

30.00 

$133.00 

45.00 

5.00 

26.50 

15.00 

8.50 

100.00 

45.00 

145.00 

70.00 

20.00 

5.00 

95.00 

20.00 

20.00 

40.00 

7.00 

10.50 

3.00 

2.50 

3.00 

4.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.U0 

60.00 

$473.00 
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HOME  MISSIONS  BUDGET 

April  1,  1950,  to  March  31,  1951 


CITY  MISSIONS 

City  Mission  General 
Canton  Mission 
Chicago  Home  Mission 
Chicago  Mexican  Mission 
Chicago  Mexican  Building 
Chicago  Colored  Missionf 
Denver  Mission 
Detroit  Mission 
Ft.  Wayne  Mission 
Kansas  City  Mission 
Lima  Mission 
Peoria  Mission 
La  Junta  Mexican  Mission 

Total  City  Missions 
RURAL  MISSIONS 

Rural  Mission  General 
Culp,  Arkansas,  Mission 
Culp,  Bethel  Springs   School 
Mexican  Border  Mission 

CHARITABLE  INSTITUTIONS 

Kansas  City  Children's  Home 

Kansas  City  Children's  Home  Bldg.   ' 

Orphans'  Home,  Ohio 

Orphans'  Home,  Ohio,  Building  Fund 

Home  for  Aged,  Illinois 

Old  People's  Home,  Ohio 

Mennonite  Youth  Village 

La  Junta  Nurses'  Home  Building 

Total  Charitable  Institutions 
OTHER  SUNDRY  ITEMS 

Aged  and  Disabled  Missionaries 
Missionary  Preparation 


$1,000.00 
3,500.00 
4,000.00 
3,500.00 

20,000.00 
5,000.00 
3,000.00 
4,000.00 
1,000.00 
4,000.00 
4,000.00 
4,000.00 
1,500.00 


$1,000.00 
3,000.00 
3,500.00 
1,000.00 


$8,000.00 

10,000.00 

8,500.00 

17,000.00 

12,000.00 

4,000.00 

6,000.00 

40,000.00 


$    800.00 
1,000.00 


$58,500.00 


8,500.00 


105,500.00 


f  Subject  to  acceptance  by  Board 


1,800.00 


ADMINISTRATION  BUDGET 

April  1,  1950,  to  March  31,  1951 


General  Administration 

Administrative  Allowances 
Secretarial  Allowances 
Hospitalization  Plan 
Office  Supplies  &  Expense 

Equipment 

Supplies  and  Expenses 

Telephone,  Telegraph,  Postage 
Travel  and  Automobile  Mileage 
Publicity 


Administration  Building,  Repair  and  Expense 
General  Expense  and  Upkeep 

Utilities 

Fuel 

Cleaning  help 

Miscellaneous  General  Supplies  and  Expenses 


Annual  Meeting  Expenses 

Executive  and  Mission  Committee  Expense 


Adjustments 

Charges  to  investment  income 
Administration  included  in  Relief  Budget 


(Annual) 


$8,500.00 

9,500.00 

700.00 

$1,000.00 
1,500.00 

2,500.00 

2,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,500.00 

260.00 
400.00 
600.00 
240.00 

$25,700.00 
500.00 

1,500.00 
1,800.00 
1,000.00 

$30,500.00 

5,000.00 
5,000.00 

10,000.00 
$20,500.00 
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Reports  from  Mission  Fields 

Report  of  the   Bihar,  India,  Mennonite   Mission 


We  praise  the  Lord  for  His  blessing  upon 
us  during  1949.  We  praise  Him  for  His 
saving  power  and  grace.  It  is  He  that  has 
prospered  the  work  of  the  Mennonite  Church 
in  Bihar.  It  is  He  that  has  given  us  the 
strength,  wisdom,  and  power  to  go  forward. 
We  thank  God  for  sustaining  us  during  the 
past  year  and  supplying  all  of  our  souls'  needs. 

We  thank  the  Board  that,  under  the  hand 
of  God,  by  the  backing  of  the  churches,  we 
have  been  sustained.  Our  material  needs 
were  supplied  by  sending  regular  contribu- 
tions. Missionaries  were  sent  to  expand  our 
staff  of  workers.  We  have  enjoyed  many 
spiritual  blessings  and  victories  which  we 
believe  are  an  answer  to  your  prayers  on 
behalf  of  the  work  and  workers  in  Bihar. 

On  February  16,  the  missionaries  of  the 
British  Churches  of  Christ,  with  the  chair- 
man of  their  Board,  met  with  our  Bihar 
Field  Committee,  which  is  composed  of  the 
missionaries  on  the  field  and  of  Brethren 
S.  M.  King  and  George  Beare  of  the  C.P., 
to  discuss  the  transfer  of  the  Latehar  bunga- 
low and  field.  An  agreement  between  the 
two  missions  was  reached  to  turn  the  field 
and  bungalow  over  to  the  Mennonite  Mis- 
sion Board.  Brother  Becker  and  his  family 
are  occupying  the  bungalow  now  and  work- 
ing in  that  field.  The  legal  transfer  of  the 
property  has  not  yet  taken  place.  The  Brit- 
ish Churches  of  Christ  secretary  is  working 
on  the  legal  points  of  the  transfer  and  as  soon 
as  the  government  permission  is  secured,  the 
transfer  will  be  legalized  and  the  price  for 
the  property  paid  to  the  British  Churches  of 
Christ  Mission.  Acquiring  this  additional 
territory  and  the  residence  in  this  part  of  our 
field,  where  there  are  so  many  Oraons, 
strengthens  our  sense  of  call  to  this  part  of 
our  field. 

The  past  year  has  seen  a  great  change  in 
our  personnel.  John  E.  Beachys  arrived  on 
the  field  in  February;  M.  C.  Vogts  arrived 
the  latter  part  of  March.  S.  J.  Hostetlers  left 
for  America  in  the  first  part  of  June.  This 
leaves  us  with  six  adult  missionaries  in  Bihar. 

Brother  and  Sister  Becker  completed  their 
language  study  sufficiently  to  take  up  regular 


evangelistic  work  and  medical  work  during 
the  past  year.  The  Lord  has  blessed  their 
labor  with  encouraging  responses  and  results. 
Sister  Becker  finds  herself  very  busy  taking 
care  of  the  sick  that  come  to  her  door.  The 
medical  service  opens  the  door  to  the  Gospel 
in  many  a  home. 

Brother  Beachy  came  out  as  a  builder.  So 
as  soon  as  they  could  after  their  arrival  he 
started  to  supervise  the  building  work  here  at 
Chandwa.  That  has  kept  them  busy.  They 
spent  four  months  up  in  the  hills  studying 
language.  After  language  school,  in  Septem- 
ber, he  took  charge  of  the  building  work. 
This  has  kept  them  from  spending  as  much 
time  in  formal  language  study  as  is  usual 
for  new  missionaries.  But  they  have  learned 
much  Hindi  and  they  find  constant  oppor- 
tunity to  use  it  as  they  deal  with  the  people. 
Their  living  quarters  are  not  very  commo- 
dious, as  they  live  in  what  will  be  used  as 
servants'  quarters. 

The  problems  of  the  building  work  have 
been  many.  Much  of  the  material  is  con- 
trolled by  the  government.  The  first  step  is 
then  to  apply  for  a  permit.  The  application 
often  gets  lost  on  its  way  from  one  office  to 
the  other  and  at  the  best  it  takes  a  long  time 
to  get  a  reply  for  an  application  for  a  permit. 
When  the  permit  is  in  hand,  then  the  supply 
of  the  material  may  be  exhausted;  so  one 
must  wait  until  the  stock  arrives.  Finding 
water  in  the  well  has  caused  us  the  greatest 
delay.  We  found  enough  water  at  about  fifty- 
two  feet  in  January,  1950.  As  usual  the  water 
level  is  falling  slowly  as  the  dry  season  con- 
tinues. This  year  we  have  had  very  dry 
weather;  so  if  the  water  continues  to  be  ade- 
quate in  the  well  till  the  rains  start  in  June, 
then  we  will  have  a  very  good  well.  We 
praise  the  Lord  for  His  blessings  in  the  build- 
ing work. 

As  yet  the  mission  owns  no  buildings  in 
Bihar.  The  Lord  has  supplied  all  of  our 
residential  needs.  There  was  apparently  no 
place  for  the  Vogts  to  live  until  last  April. 
At  that  time  Brother  Hostetler  was  able  to 
rent  a  bungalow  from  a  local  rajah  (king) 
for  them.    He  had  been  trying  to  rent  that 
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bungalow  for  a  year.  It  is  old  and  badly  in 
need  of  repairs  but  is  very  conveniently 
located  in  relation  to  the  work. 

The  health  of  the  missionaries  at  the  close 
of  the  year  is  good,  except  Sister  Beachy's. 
She  is  again  suffering  from  an  attack  of 
dysentery.  But  during  the  year  many  of  the 
missionaries  and  some  of  the  children  suf- 
fered from  dysentery  and  other  sickness. 
We  thank  the  Board  for  paying  the  major 
part  of  our  medical  expenses. 

The  Jubilee  meetings  at  Dhamtari  were  a 
high  point  in  our  spiritual  experience.  Every- 
one except  Sister  Becker  was  able  to  enjoy  the 
meetings  and  the  fellowship.  When  one  saw 
the  many  Christians  attending  the  meetings 
and  imagined  that  fifty  years  ago,  to  the  day, 
Brother  Ressler  and  Dr.  and  Sister  Page 
arrived  in  Dhamtari  one  had  to  praise  the 
Lord  for  what  He  had  wrought. 

After  the  Jubilee  meetings  Brethren  S.  C. 
Yoder  and  Paul  Erb  visited  our  mission  field. 
Their  messages  to  the  workers  and  in  church 
services  were  very  much  appreciated.  We 
missionaries  value  highly  the  advice  and  en- 
couragement that  they  gave  us.  The  fellow- 
ship meant  much  to  us.  Our  American 
brethren  who  have  never  lived  out  in  an  iso- 
lated mission  field  cannot  realize  the  loneli- 
ness that  the  missionaries  experience  in  carry- 
ing out  their  work.  For  days,  for  weeks,  and 
sometimes  for  months  they  see  no  mission- 
aries. A  visit  like  this  then  becomes  an  oasis 
in  the  desert. 

During  the  year  ten  souls  were  received 
into  church  fellowship  by  baptism.  The  en- 
couraging thing  about  this  is  that  most  of 
them  came  from  heathen  homes.  May  the 
Lord  prosper  them  with  all  spiritual  blessings. 
Three   Indian   workers   were   added   to   our 


staff.    They  show  a  commendable  zeal  and 
interest  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

Our  monthly  workers'  meetings,  when  all 
of  the  workers  and  missionaries  get  together  | 
for  Bible  study,  discussion  of  our  mutual 
problems,  and  prayer,  have  proved  a  great 
blessing.  They  have  kept  us  united.  They 
have  helped  us  to  share  each  other's  problems. 
They  have  given  us  a  sense  of  responsibility 
for  the  work. 

We  have  also  found  during  the  year  that 
the  door  to  carry  on  Gospel  work  in  two  vil- 
lages has  closed.  Brother  Topono  was  moved 
from  Leukia  to  Latehar  where  at  present  he 
is  working  with  the  Beckers.  The  decision 
as  to  where  the  other  worker  is  to  go  has 
not  yet  been  made  but  investigations  with 
prayer  are  going  on  in  a  number  of  possible 
villages  to  find  the  Lord's  will  for  him  and 
his  family. 

We  are  very  grateful  that  the  Constitution 
of  the  Republic  of  India  grants  religious  free- 
dom. There  is,  however,  a  hostility  to  the 
Gospel  on  the  part  of  many  individuals.  The 
residence  permits  for  each  one  of  the  mission- 
aries require  renewal  every  year.  Govern- 
ment through  three  different  officials  asked 
us  to  guarantee  support  and  show  work  for 
new  missionaries  before  a  visa  was  granted 
to  Brother  and  Sister  Paul  Kniss.  The  grant- 
ing of  this  visa  encouraged  us  much,  for  it 
seemed  to  us  that  in  opening  the  way  for 
their  coming  to  India  the  Lord  was  showing 
us  clearly  that  He  will  continue  to  leave  the 
door  to  preach  the  Gospel  open  for  some 
time.  Will  you  not  pray  that  the  Lord  will 
continue  to  keep  the  door  open? 
Respectfully  submitted, 
M.  C.  Vogt,  Secretary-Treasurer. 


Report  of  the  Central  Province,  India 
Mennonite  Mission 

To  the  Members  of  the  Mennonite  Board  of  salvation"  even  to  people  in  India.    It  was 

Missions  and  Charities  a  great  inspiration  to  the  workers  to  see  such 

Dear  Brethren:  a  large  group  of  people  of  our  own  faith 

Greetings  in  the  Master's  name.  gathered  to  witness  to  the  power  of  the  Gos- 

1949  was  a  historical  year  for  the  American  pel  in  this  area. 

Mennonite  Mission  in  the  Central  Provinces     Another  outstanding  event  of  the  year  was 

of  India.  The  celebration  of  the  fiftieth  anni-  the  coming  from  the  home  base  of  the  fra- 

versary   was    the   outstanding   event,   which  ternal  delegates,  Brother  Yoder  and  Brother 

brought  clearly  to  our  minds  the  fact  that  Erb.     Their    presence    and    messages    were 

the  "gospel  ...  is  the  power  of  God  unto  sources  of  encouragement  and  inspiration  to 
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the  mission  and  to  the  church.  We  trust  their 
visit  to  the  India  field  will  be  the  means  of 
much  blessing  to  the  home  church. 

We  were  very  glad  to  welcome  Sister 
Goldie  Hummel  and  Brother  and  Sister 
Royal  Bauer  as  new  workers,  and  Sister  Lena 
Graber  as  she  returned  to  her  service  in  India. 
These  workers  were  greatly  needed  and  will 
fill  important  places  in  the  mission  program. 
Dr.  and  Sister  Dana  Troyer  and  Don  left  for 
America  in  the  latter  part  of  November.  We 
appreciated  their  service  in  the  mission,  and 
we  pray  that  God  may  continue  to  use  them 
in  His  service  in  the  church  in  America. 

The  Home  Science  Building  at  the  Acad- 
emy was  dedicated  in  December.  Brethren 
Yoder  and  Erb  took  part  in  the  dedicatory 
service.  This  building  will  add  much  to  the 
training  in  that  department  of  the  school. 

The  building  and  remodeling  of  the  hos- 
pital at  Baithena  is  proceeding  nicely  and  we 
are  thankful  that  a  goodly  portion  of  the 
work  could  be  finished  before  Brother 
Smucker  left  for  America.    There  is,  how- 


ever, considerable  work  yet  to  be  done.  The 
X  ray  at  the  hospital  has  been  installed  and 
is  in  operation.  This  piece  of  equipment  is  a 
great  asset  to  our  hospital  work. 

The  matter  of  church-mission  relation  is 
still  under  consideration  and  we  trust  that 
in  the  near  future  a  more  indigenous  plan 
for  the  church  will  be  developed  wherein 
national  leadership  and  finances  will  be  more 
fully  used.  The  mission  has  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  study  the  matter  and  has  invited 
the  church  conference  to  co-operate  in  this 
study  so  that  planning  and  decisions  will  be 
more  in  line  with  indigenous  thinking  and 
effort. 

We  are  grateful  that  no  opposition  to  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel  has  been  encoun- 
tered, and  that  a  few  have  been  added  to  the 
church  from  Hinduism.  May  the  day  soon 
come  when  many  will  find  peace  in  Him 
who  is  the  Prince  of  Peace.  Please  continue 
to  pray  with  us  to  this  end. 

Fraternally  yours, 

George  H.  Beare,  Secretary. 


Report  of  the  Argentine  Mennonite  Mission 


"Cast  thy  burden  upon  the  Lord,  and  he 
shall  sustain  thee"  (Ps.  55:22)  expresses  very 
definitely  our  experiences  during  the  past 
year.  We  thank  the  heavenly  Father  for  His 
grace  and  power. 

Our  working  force  was  strengthened  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  by  the  return  of 
Amos  and  Edna  Swartzentruber  for  their 
fourth  term  of  service.  They  came  in  time  to 
participate  in  some  of  the  meetings  which 
Brother  E.  C.  Bender  had  with  all  the  mis- 
sionaries present.  Brother  Bender's  official 
visit  and  spiritual  messages  were  not  only 
inspiring  but  very  helpful  in  the  sense  that 
our  past  work  and  experiences  were  studied 
and  general  principles  were  outlined  for  the 
future.  Brother  Bender's  contacts  with  the 
native  brethren  and  his  visits  to  their  homes 
also  strengthened  the  ties  of  the  Argentine 
church  with  the  mother  church.  Brother 
O.  O.  Miller  also  passed  through  on  his 
M.C.C.  duties  and  spent  a  day  with  the  mis- 
sionary group  in  Bragado,  on  which  occasion 
matters  of  mutual  interest  were  discussed. 
The  S.  E.  Miller  family  arrived  toward  the 
end  of  the  year,  just  in  time  to  attend  our 
biannual  conference. 

Two  graduated  from  our  Bible  Institute 


this  year.  Martin  Obregon,  a  married  brother 
and  a  carpenter  by  trade,  finished  the  studies 
and  we  are  praying  that  he  may  become  very 
useful  in  the  work.  Martha  Quiroga,  a 
Normal-trained  schoolteacher  with  a  national 
diploma,  also  finished  her  studies  while  teach- 
ing Spanish  in  the  Institute.  The  other  four 
students  in  our  school  came  from  Paraguay 
and  are  emigrant  folk  from  Russia. 

The  first  week  in  December  we  celebrated 
the  thirtieth  anniversary  of  the  opening  of 
the  work  in  Argentina  in  the  city  of  Pehuajo. 
Brother  J.  W.  Shank,  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  mission,  preached  the  conference  sermon. 
The  conference  was  well  attended;  most 
congregations  sent  their  delegates.  The  mes- 
sages given  by  missionaries  and  nationals 
were  challenging  and  inspiring,  the  fellow- 
ship was  uplifting,  and  the  net  results  were 
manifestly  positive.  For  all  this  we  are  grate- 
ful to  our  heavenly  Father.  The  early  ex- 
periences as  recounted  by  the  first  converts 
were  extremely  interesting  and  we  praise  the 
Lord  for  His  guidance  and  blessing  through 
these  years. 

The  new  constitution  which  your  annual 
meeting  approved  in  1948  is  being  applied 
and   we   are   pleased   with   the   modification 
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over  our  former  system.  Our  national  breth- 
ren are  given  not  only  representation  but 
responsibility  which  they  are  assuming  will- 
ingly. The  adopting  of  this  new  constitution 
for  our  mission  was  providentially  timed, 
for  in  the  growing  tide  of  nationalism  it  was 
absolutely  essential  that  our  Argentine  breth- 
ren begin  to  feel  their  responsibility.  An 
important  element  in  this  new  relationship  is 
the  financial  duties  which  the  Argentine 
church  must  begin  to  discharge  more  and 
more. 

One  of  the  direct  results  of  Brother  Ben- 
der's visit  was  the  decision  to  buy  a  property 
in  Buenos  Aires.  This  was  due  to  several  fac- 
tors. First,  the  demands  of  the  government 
that  the  mission  have  the  head  office  and  its 
legal  representative  living  in  the  federal  capi- 
tal; secondly,  to  shepherd  the  growing  num- 
ber of  our  church  members  who  migrate 
from  the  country  to  the  city  and  to  also  pro- 
vide pastoral  care  for  the  hundreds  of  Men- 
nonite  immigrants  who  are  scattered  over 
this  large  metropolis. 

After  intensive  search  for  a  suitable  loca- 
tion in  a  district  that  is  not  already  served  by 
another  denomination,  it  was  felt  that  the 
property  in  Mercedes  149  should  be  bought. 
This  location  is  geographically  central  and 
quite  accessible  from  most  parts  of  the  city. 
Our  few  months  of  effort  in  the  city  seem  to 
justify  the  move.  Our  contacts  with  govern- 
ment departments  and  officials  demand  so 
much  of  one's  time  that  it  makes  it  necessary 
to  live  in  the  city.  Our  members  also  are  so 
scattered  and  live  under  such  diverse  and 
adverse  circumstances  that  pastoral  care  is 
very  essential.  The  mission  home  here  also 
serves  as  a  stopping  place  for  the  continual 
stream  of  Mennonite  travelers  who  pass 
through  in  going  from  one  country  to  an- 
other or  to  different  parts  in  our  own  Re- 
public. The  moving  of  the  Litwillers  to  take 
charge  of  the  work  and  the  office  in  Buenos 
Aires  required  other  moves  in  the  mission. 
For  this  reason  Frank  Bylers  were  transferred 
to  Bragado,  John  Koppenhavers  to  Carlos 
Casares,  and  the  Swartzentrubers  and  Doris 
Snyder  to  Pehuajo  to  replace  the  L.  S.  Webers 
and  Edna  Good,  who  left  for  furlough. 

For  reasons  that  are  not  clear  to  us  the 
Argentine  government  issued  a  decree  where- 
by all  evangelical  bodies  must  register  with 
the  government.  This  registry  includes  not 
only  the  name  of  the  workers,  but  their  place 


of  birth  as  well  as  that  of  their  parents  and 
children.  It  also  includes  a  list  of  all  the  places 
of  worship  where  we  hold  services,  and  any 
opening  of  a  new  place  of  worship  or  the 
closing  of  an  old  one  or  a  transfer  must  be 
reported  immediately.  The  decree  further 
provides  that  no  evangelical  body  can  appeal 
directly  to  or  communicate  with  any  govern- 
ment department  except  through  the  Depart- 
ment or  Ministry  of  Worship.  An  example 
may  help  you  understand  what  this  means. 
Under  ordinary  circumstances,  when  one 
buys  a  house  here  in  the  city  and  you  wish 
to  have  a  gas  meter  installed  so  that  you  can 
utilize  gas  for  cooking,  you  simply  go  to  the 
Municipality  and  hand  in  your  request  for 
the  same  and  gas  is  granted  in  a  few  days. 
In  our  case,  since  we  are  a  dissident  religious 
group  it  was  necessary  to  write  a  letter  on 
paper,  stamped  with  a  two-peso  stamp,  to 
the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  Worship, 
and  ask  him  if  he  would  be  so  kind  to  please 
notify  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Buenos  Aires 
to  grant  us  gas  for  cooking  purposes.  You 
can  well  understand  the  red  tape  our  applica- 
tion has  to  go  through  until  the  order  is  final- 
ly issued  for  gas  to  be  granted  to  these  dissi- 
dents. It  is  also  easily  conceivable  that  the 
Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  Worship 
might  consider  that  in  the  case  of  a  request 
for  the  installation  of  a  telephone  or  electric 
light  or  a  modification  of  the  building,  such 
an  appeal  is  not  to  everybody's  best  interests 
and  deny  the  request.  To  say  the  least,  this 
decree  has  given  us  an  enormous  amount  of 
routine  office  work;  many  forms  have  to  be 
filled  out  and  one  has  to  be  on  the  alert  con- 
tinually for  new  instructions.  Some  inde- 
pendent evangelical  groups  who  either  ig- 
nored or  were  ignorant  of  this  decree  had 
the  misfortune  of  having  their  Gospel  halls 
closed. 

Another  decree  which  has  affected  our  mis- 
sion as  well  as  others  is  called  the  Social 
Security  Law.  This  law  is  absolute  and  pro- 
poses to  provide  old-age  pension  for  every 
family  in  Argentina.  The  father  of  the  house 
must  be  registered.  The  decree  stipulates  that 
every  employee  have  deducted  8%  of  his 
monthly  salary  and  the  employer  must  add 
11%  to  the  monthly  salary  to  form  a  pension 
fund.  This  means  that  every  one  of  our 
workers  has  8%  deducted  from  his  salary 
and  the  mission  must  add  11%  to  the  month- 
ly allowance  and  deposit  the  same  with  the 
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government.  Since  this  law  is  retroactive  to 
the  year  1945  it  signifies  that  our  mission 
deposit  50,000  pesos  with  the  government  as 
soon  as  possible.  Any  worker  who  is  fifty- 
five  years  old  and  has  given  twenty-five  years 
of  service  has  the  privilege  of  applying  for 
his  pension.  Since  the  decree  is  relatively 
new,  one  is  not  altogether  certain  as  to  the 
practical  working  out  of  the  same  when  an 
increasing  number  of  eligible  individuals  will 
apply  for  their  pensions.  On  the  other  hand, 
we  must  point  out  the  fact  that  the  decree 
relieves  the  mission  of  a  rather  involved  prob- 
lem, namely,  that  of  making  adequate  pro- 
vision for  old  or  disabled  workers.  The  state 
has  stepped  in  and  told  us  that  that  is  its  own 
prerogative. 

During  the  last  year  the  Argentine  Con- 
gress has  revised  and  reformed  its  own  Na- 
tional constitution.  The  comments  on  the 
political,  social,  and  economic  aspects  and 
trends  of  the  same  need  not  be  made  here. 
One  article  in  the  new  constitution  will  inter- 
est us  as  foreigners  in  the  land.  The  first 
published  project  of  the  new  constitution 
indicated  that  all  foreigners  who  lived  in  the 
country  for  five  years  or  over  would  auto- 
matically become  Argentine  citizens.  Many 
dissenting  opinions  were  voiced  by  the  local 
as  well  as  the  foreign  press  so  that  when  this 
matter  came  up  to  the  discussion  and  adop- 
tion stage  several  modifications  were  intro- 
duced. As  the  article  now  stands,  one  auto- 
matically acquires  Argentine  citizenship  after 
five  years'  residence  in  the  country  unless  a 
specific  declaration  to  the  contrary  is  made 
before  a  competent  authority.  This  article  is 
not  in  effect,  however,  as  the  constitution 
specially  provides  that  a  special  law  is  to  be 
passed  and  therefore  the  article  of  the  con- 
stitution does  not  as  yet  imply  automatic 
Argentine  citizenship  for  any  missionary 
born  in  the  States  or  Canada. 

We  are  sorry  to  inform  that  we  have  lost 
several  workers  during  the  year  because  of 
misconduct  and  dissatisfaction.  This  is  a 
negative  factor,  not  only  in  the  loss  of  man 
power,  so  vital  an  element  in  mission  work, 
but  also  in  the  unfortunate  and  disheartening 
effect  it  has  on  the  constituency,  especially 
the  weak  brethren  and  those  sympathizers 
who  look  on  with  discerning  eye  from  the 
outside.  For  this  reason  the  need  for  good 
stable  Spirit-filled  workers  is  always  urgent. 


Mention  should  be  made  in  this  report  of 
the  historic  event,  the  celebration  of  the  first 
Latin-American  evangelical  conference  in 
Buenos  Aires  during  the  latter  half  of  the 
month  of  July.  Delegates  from  fifteen  Latin- 
American  countries  and  Spain  were  present 
and  eighteen  denominations  were  represented 
in  this  gathering  which  met  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  following  themes: 

1.  The    Latin- American    reality    and    the 
presence  of  the  evangelical  churches. 

2.  The  message  and  the  mission  of  evan- 
gelical Christianity  for  Latin  America. 

The  conference  body  was  divided  into  com- 
mittees which  worked  hard  and  long  and 
presented  their  findings  to  the  entire  body. 
It  was  the  first  meeting  of  its  kind  sponsored 
entirely  by  national  and  evangelical  groups 
and  is  certainly  a  milestone  in  the  history  of 
Protestantism  in  Latin  America.  The  mes- 
sage of  the  conference  to  the  Latin-American 
churches  and  another  declaration  to  the  Latin- 
American  republics  is  the  first  pronounce- 
ment of  its  kind.  Our  mission  took  a  part  in 
this  gathering.  The  very  nature  of  our  en- 
vironment and  the  solid  front  we  must  face 
in  our  antagonsists  makes  it  essential  that  we 
help  to  form  a  solid  front  before  the  enemy. 
In  subscribing  to  the  statements  of  the  con- 
ference we  in  no  way  forfeit  any  of  our  doc- 
trinal views  nor  distinctive  Mennonite  inter- 
pretations. On  the  other  hand,  it  was  prob- 
ably on  our  insistence  that  the  wrongs  of 
war  and  the  church's  attitude  on  nonresist- 
ance  were  written  into  the  declarations  of  the 
conference.  Contrary  to  reports  which  are 
circulating  in  some  places  this  gathering  was 
not  tainted  with  Modernism.  The  report  is 
available  to  those  who  care  to  read  it  and  the 
reader  can  decide  for  himself  as  to  the  the- 
ology it  contains. 

The  statistical  reports  will  reflect,  in  part, 
the  activities  of  our  churches.  These  need 
your  fervent  prayers,  for  subtle  opposition 
continues  from  the  outside.  Smug  indiffer- 
ence and  worldliness  on  the  part  of  some  in 
the  church  are  adverse  factors  with  which 
we  must  cope.  On  the  final  outcome  we  have 
no  doubt.  Many  times  during  the  year  the 
burdens  were  so  heavy,  the  problems  so  com- 
plex, and  the  difficulties  so  numerous  that 
one  almost  despaired.  But  the  Lord  was 
with  us  and  did  not  fail. 

Nelson  Litwiller,  Secretary. 
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Report  of  the  Chaco.,  Argentina,  Mennonite  Mission 


To   the   Mennonite  Board  of  Missions  and 
Charities 

1949  was  the  seventh  year  of  our  Chaco 
Indian  Mission.  It  brought  us  the  usual  share 
of  joys  and  sorrows. 

Early  in  the  year  our  outstations  were  suf- 
fering acutely  from  the  infiltration  of  fanati- 
cal pentecostalism.  However,  the  situation 
improved  definitely  after  several  months.  It 
is  easy  for  unprincipled  propagandists,  com- 
ing from  the  outside,  to  influence  the  igno- 
rant and  yet  worldly-minded  Indians  in  a 
colony.  We  are  grateful  to  God  that  a  nucleus 
of  staunch-minded  Indians  did  not  fall  for 
the  pretended  saintliness  of  adulterous 
would-be  preachers. 

Another  unpleasant  circumstance  early  in 
the  year  was  the  resignation  of  Brother  and 
Sister  }.  H.  Tuck  who  had  been  taken  on 
several  years  ago  to  aid  in  the  Indian  work. 
That  left  the  entire  load  of  the  work  of  three 
congregations  on  one  pastor  and  two  sisters. 
The  Indian  helpers  are  as  yet  quite  immature. 
One  cannot  properly  care  for  stations  eight- 
een or  more  miles  apart  when  roads  are  often 
impassable. 

A  most  unfortunate  epidemic  of  smallpox 
struck  all  stations,  bringing  down  not  less 
than  a  hundred  persons,  quite  a  few  of  whom 
were  seriously  ill.  We  blamed  the  worthless 
vaccine  provided  by  the  government  as  the 
real  cause  of  the  epidemic.  As  far  as  we 
know,  no  deaths  resulted  from  the  disease. 

More  encouraging  items  are  the  follow- 
ing: We  were  gratified  by  a  definite  increase 
in  attendance  and  interest  at  both  the  out- 
stations. The  work  at  the  central  station  con- 
tinued with  a  healthy  spiritual  life  and  inter- 
est throughout  the  year,  during  which  six 
members  were  added  to  the  church.  Night 
classes  for  teaching  reading  and  writing  to 


adults,  as  well  as  Bible  classes  for  workers 
were  continued  during  the  winter  months. 
The  day  school  continued  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  native  Indian. 

The  Indians  did  well  with  their  farm 
patches.  They  earned  almost  ten  thousand 
pesos  by  cotton  sales  and  by  other  work 
around  the  mission.  Even  with  that  their 
income  was  insufficient  because  of  the  low 
value  of  the  peso,  but  they  also  found  work 
with  neighboring  farmers  that  helped  con- 
siderably. 

The  mission  farm  brought  in  for  cotton 
and  other  products  10,123.00  pesos.  The 
gross  expenditures  for  labor,  rent,  repairs, 
and  the  purchase  of  animals  were  6,307  pesos, 
leaving  a  balance  of  3,816.00  as  net  earnings. 

In  November,  as  the  date  for  the  Argen- 
tine Mennonite  General  Conference  ap- 
proached, we  secured  the  help  of  Brother 
Martin  Duerksen  with  his  family,  from  the 
Paraquayan  Mennonite  Colony,  to  help  in  our 
mission  so  that  we  might  be  released  to  at- 
tend the  conference.  After  our  departure 
late  in  November  they  kept  the  work  going 
satisfactorily  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  My 
last  contact  with  the  mission  came  early  in 
January  when  I  formally  turned  over  the 
reins  to  Samuel  Miller  and  wife. 

In  closing  our  period  of  service  in  the 
Chaco  we  wish  to  express  our  appreciation 
for  the  opportunity  we  had  to  see  the  work 
from  the  beginning  and  to  testify  for  our 
Lord  among  those  most  needly  people.  We 
shall  always  carry  with  us  precious  memories 
of  how  the  Lord  dealt  with  us  in  that  service. 
Our  prayers  will  continue  in  favor  of  the 
present  working  force  that  God  may  lead 
them  in  doing  greater  things  in  His  name. 

Respectfully, 

J.  W.  Shank. 
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Puerto  Rico  Mennonite  Mission 


Many  blessings  and  encouraging  experi- 
ences have  come  to  the  workers  at  the  various 
stations  in  the  Puerto  Rico  Mission.  The  Lord 
has  opened  up  new  fields  of  labor  for  our 
church  in  the  past  year,  and  our  prayer  is 
that  we  may  be  faithful  in  making  the 
glorious  Gospel  known  in  its  power  in  these 
areas  where  God  has  called  us. 

In  September  of  1949  the  new  church 
building  was  completed  and  dedicated  at 
the  Bethany  station  in  Pulguillas.  Brother  J. 
A.  Heiser  was  present  for  this  special  oc- 
casion and  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon. 
This  new  church  building  was  made  possible 
through  the  contributions  of  many  of  the 
I    home  churches  and  individuals. 

In  the  latter  part  of  September  Brother  and 
Sister  Hershey  arrived  in  Puerto  Rico  after  a 
furlough  at  home  and  took  up  pastoral  re- 
sponsibilities at  the  Bethany  Church  at  Pul- 
guillas. Brother  and  Sister  Wilbur  Nachtigall 
moved  to  the  new  work  at  Palo  Hincado, 
setting  up  temporary  living  quarters  in  the 
large  building  (formerly  a  bakery)  where 
services  had  been  held  for  some  time.  Brother 
and  Sister  Paul  Lauver  moved  to  La  Plata  to 
assume  pastoral  duties  of  the  established 
congregation  there. 

The  developments  in  the  Palo  Hincado 
and  Cuchilla  areas  have  been  very  encourag- 
ing in  the  course  of  the  past  several  months. 
This  general  area  lies  to  the  west  of  Pulguil- 
las in  a  productive  farming  zone.  Besides 
regular  services  at  Palo  Hincado,  Brother 
Nachtigall  has  been  holding  a  Sunday  school 
in  a  home  at  Cuchilla,  which  is  located  back 
in  the  hills  from  Palo  Hincado.  Back  in  this 
territory  is  located  an  old  abandoned  Baptist 
chapel  which  has  been  out  of  use  for  many 
years.  The  people  of  this  community  seemed 
very  much  interested  that  a  work  be  started 
and  the  secretary  of  the  mission  had  the 
opportunity  of  meeting  with  the  Executive 
Committee   of   the   Baptist   Church   on   the 


island  recently,  in  which  meeting  that  com- 
mittee passed  a  motion  that  the  Cuchilla 
field  as  well  as  the  chapel  be  officially  turned 
over  to  the  Mennonite  Church  in  Puerto 
Rico.  The  interest  at  Palo  Hincado  has 
steadily  grown  until  it  was  necessary  for  the 
Nachtigall  family  to  move  out  of  the  building 
to  make  room  for  the  larger  crowds  attending 
the  services. 

This  spring  one  member  of  our  church  is 
finishing  his  University  Normal  course.  He 
is  hoping  to  be  able  to  teach  public  school 
in  one  of  our  church  communities  and  also 
be  useful  to  the  church  program.  Six  of  our 
Mennonite  young  people  are  graduating  from 
the  Baptist  High  School  in  Barranquitas,  and 
two  are  taking  training  in  our  schools  in  the 
States,  one  at  Hesston  and  one  at  Goshen. 
We  keenly  feel  the  responsibility  of  guiding 
these  young  people  in  further  preparation  for 
useful  service  to  the  church,  and  ask  an  inter- 
est in  your  prayers  for  each  one  of  them. 

The  second  annual  conference  of  our 
churches  was  held  in  February  at  the  Bethany 
Church,  Pulguillas.  The  meetings  were  well 
attended  and  the  messages  were  inspiring, 
many  of  the  Puerto  Rican  members  taking 
part  in  the  conference. 

New  preaching  points  have  been  opened 
at  our  La  Plata  and  Bethany  churches.  At 
La  Plata,  regular  Sunday  school  and  preach- 
ing services  were  started  in  the  Penon  com- 
munity where  a  house  was  made  available 
free  of  charge  for  this  purpose.  The  Bethany 
Church  has  opened  regular  Sunday  services 
in  Coamo  Arriba  community  which  lies  in  a 
hard-to-reach  back  mountain  community. 
The  area  is  heavily  populated  and  good  in- 
terest is  shown  in  the  Gospel  message. 

As  we  look  into  the  coming  year  of  activi- 
ties following  another  Board  Meeting,  we 
realize  the  need  of  greater  consecration,  and 
greater  dependence  upon  our  Master. 

Paul  Lauver,  Secretary. 
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Report  of  the  West  China  Mennonite  Mission 


Since  mail  from  China  is  irregular  and 
since  it  might  even  be  inadvisable  for  our 
missionaries  there  to  attempt  to  send  out  a 
formal  report,  I  shall  give  a  brief  statement 
of  the  present  position  as  gathered  from  their 
letters. 

Don  and  Dorothy  McCammon,  Christine 
Weaver,  and  Ruth  Bean  are  at  Hochwan, 
while  Eugene  and  Luella  Blosser  are  at 
Chengtu,  where  they  had  gone  last  autumn 
for  language  study.  In  both  places  they  seem 
to  be  under  what  can  be  called  "city  arrest." 
They  dare  not  leave  their  city  without  spe- 
cial permission,  which  is  hard  to  obtain.  The 
authorities  say  they  are  responsible  for  their 
safety  and  if  they  leave  the  city  this  could 
not  be  guaranteed.  This  may  be  a  mere 
excuse,  but  with  the  countryside  full  of  rov- 
ing bands  of  robbers  it  may  be  very  true. 

Within  the  city  they  have  so  far  not  been 
hindered  in  the  carrying  on  of  their  program. 
Services  are  regularly  held  in  the  church, 
Sunday  schools  are  held  in  various  sections  of 
the  city,  and  evangelistic  campaigns  have 
been  carried  on.  The  more  wealthy  and 
former  middle-class  people  do  not  dare  as- 
sociate with  our  missionaries,  for  they  are 
already  under  suspicion  without  taking  on 
the  added  handicap  of  being  friendly  to  for- 
eign enemies  and  spies.  According  to  the 
Communist  propaganda  line  the  Americans 
are  just  that. 

Soldiers  are  also  not  permitted  to  attend 


services.  Religion  is  considered  a  useless 
superstition  and  the  fully  enlightened  can 
therefore  have  no  interest  in  it.  The  poor 
and  formerly  downtrodden  seem  to  be  the 
ones  that  now  come  to  hear.  These  have  no 
fears  because  they  are  not  under  suspicion 
because  of  former  racial  class.  The  discour- 
aging feature,  however,  is  the  constant  turn- 
over. The  crowd  at  a  meeting  or  in  a  class 
keeps  changing  and  so  systematic  teaching 
is  difficult. 

Another  discouragement  stems  from  the 
fact  that  several  of  the  promising  young  peo- 
ple who  were  in  their  first  nucleus  of  believ- 
ers at  Hochwan  have  left  the  church  and 
joined  the  armies.  The  appeal  of  the  new 
liberation  spirit  was  too  strong.  There  are 
still  a  few,  however,  who  have  remained 
faithful  and  loyal.  These  are  a  source  of 
great  encouragement  to  them. 

How  long  will  our  missionaries  be  able 
to  remain  in  China?  Many  people  ask  this 
question.  The  future  does  not  look  bright. 
The  net  of  Communist  control  tightens  grad- 
ually but  steadily.  Our  missionaries  write 
constantly  that  they  are  glad  they  stayed  and 
they  hope  to  stay  on  for  a  long  time.  They 
have  both  feet,  as  it  were,  in  the  door  keep- 
ing it  open  to  the  Gospel.  Let  us  pray  that 
God  may  sustain,  encourage,  protect,  and 
prosper  them,  and  that  the  door  to  the 
proclamation  of  the  Gospel  in  China  may  not 
close.  J.  D.  Graber,  Secretary. 
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Reports  from  Home  Missions  and 
Institutions 


City  Missions 

Lima,  Ohio 
WE  HAVE  SEEN  GOD  DO  IT 

We  praise  God  for  the  marvelous  working 
of  His  abundant  grace.  God  has  given  a 
greater  challenge  than  ever  before.  Sin  of 
every  description  is  abounding  in  this  city. 
We  do  not  lose  faith,  yet  our  hearts  are 
troubled  and  our  consciences  are  uneasy  as 
we  think  of  the  many  thousands  of  our  city 
folk  whose  lives  are  untouched  by  the  love 
of  our  Lord.  We  dare  not  forget  His  compas- 
sion as  He  looked  upon  the  multitudes  of 
His  day.  All  that  we  are  doing  is  insufficient. 
It  is  not  enough  when  we  merely  give  a  wit- 
ness of  our  faith.  The  task  He  left  for  us 
demands  conversion — a  turning  from  sin  and 
a  reconciliation  to  God! 

God  is  reminding  us;  it  is  a  desperate  hour! 
Men,  women,  boys,  and  girls  must  be  won 
for  Christ.  We  confess  that  many  of  our 
activities  are  beside  the  point.  Too  long  we 
have  been  trying  to  meet  a  short-term  emer- 
gency with  a  long-range  plan.  The  enemy's 
purpose  is  to  keep  us  occupied  with  that 
which  is  not  basic,  but  we  have  seen  God  at 
work  as  He  abundantly  honored  His  Word 
through  us  in  the  preaching  and  teaching 
ministry.  We  are  witnessing  His  blessing  as 
we  attempt  to  bring  a  sense  of  urgency  to 
bear  upon  the  hearts  God  has  already  given 
here.  We  realize  we  have  been  saved  to 
serve.  Our  motto  is  "each  one  win  one." 
God  has  more  than  doubled  our  number  this 
past  year. 

We  see  God  at  work  in  the  fertile  hearts 
of  children  and  youth.  The  midweek  Bible 
clubs  give  greater  facility  to  present  the  sim- 
ple Gospel  to  boys  and  girls.  Many  have  re- 
sponded to  His  love  and  grace.  The  simple 
faith-filled  prayer  of  a  small  nine-year-old 
boy  won  his  entire  family  to  Christ.  Others 
are  challenged  through  the  Junior  Soul  Win- 
ners Classes.  We  saw  God  bring  convictions 
and  finally  salvation  to  a  family  for  which 
they  had  prayed. 

God  has  not  only  given  us  souls,  but  a 


sense  of  a  tremendous  task  unfinished.  The 
hour  is  late.  There  is  so  much  yet  to  be  done. 
The  devil  is  desperate  in  his  attempts  to  block 
God's  progress  in  human  hearts.  Please  ac- 
cept the  contents  of  this  report  not  as  being 
that  which  has  been  done,  but  that  which 
needs  to  be  done.  Glenn  and  Gloria  Martin. 

Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana 

The  year  1949  was  a  significant  one  for  the 
First  Mennonite  Church  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Indi- 
ana. Definite  steps  were  taken  which  will 
lead  to  the  work  becoming  independent  of 
the  General  Mission  Board  in  due  course  of 
time.  At  this  writing  it  is  impossible  to  state 
how  soon  that  will  be  accomplished.  An- 
other unusual  event  was  the  City  Missions 
Conference  held  in  November.  We  were 
happy  to  be  able  to  act  as  host  to  the  group 
of  workers  and  Board  members  who  gathered 
for  fellowship  and  study. 

The  activities  were  much  as  usual  the  past 
year.  Each  month  the  congregation  held  two 
services  at  the  Rescue  Mission  on  East  Co- 
lumbia Street.  Once  a  month  a  service  has 
been  held  at  the  Sunshine  Mission — a  rescue 
mission  for  girls  and  women.  Country 
churches  of  northern  Indiana  helped  in  some 
of  these  services  and  in  evening  services  at 
the  church  one  Sunday  a  month. 

An  opportunity  was  offered  again  this  past 
winter  for  the  teaching  of  the  Bible  in  the 
third,  fourth,  and  fifth  grades  of  the  public 
schools  of  Ft.  Wayne.  Sister  Ebersole  was 
one  of  the  teachers  and  she  had  the  privilege 
of  presenting  God's  Word  to  850  boys  and 
girls  for  a  half  hour  each  week.  This  teach- 
ing project  was  carried  on  by  the  Associated 
Churches  of  Ft.  Wayne,  using  specially 
equipped   house-trailers   as   classrooms. 

One  activity  had  to  be  discontinued.  After 
two  years  of  broadcasting,  the  Gospel  Hour 
went  off  the  air  November  1.  Since  that  time 
two  members  of  the  quartet  have  gone  to 
Puerto  Rico  for  a  period  of  relief  work.  There 
are  now  three  members  of  our  congregation 
serving  in  that  field  of  labor.  The  Boys' 
Workshop  has  had  an  average  of  eighteen  or 
more  boys  present  each  week.    Many  have 
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professed  faith  in  Christ  as  Saviour  and  we 
ask  that  you  join  us  in  prayer  as  we  endeavor 
to  lead  them  into  vital  Christian  experiences. 
The  biggest  obstacle  is  the  indifference  of 
their  parents.  The  Girls'  Sunbeam  Club  met 
once  a  month  for  fellowship  and  sewing 
projects. 

And  lastly,  we  would  mention  the  program 
of  visitation  in  the  community  by  the  Sunday- 
school  teachers.    Thank  you  for  your  prayer 
'help  in  the  work  here,  and  may  the  Lord  be 
honored  in  the  days  and  years  ahead  of  us. 
Allen  B.  Ebersole. 

Kansas  City,  Kansas 
and  Missouri 

With  grateful  rejoicing  we  herewith  sub- 
mit a  summary  report  of  mission  work  in 
Kansas  City. 

The  work  under  the  supervision  of  the 
mission  is  in  three  separate  areas  or  units, 
•established  in  the  order  named:  Morris  Gos- 
pel Hall,  five  miles  west  of  City  Limits;  Men- 
nonite  Gospel  Center,  in  the  heart  of  Kansas 
City,  Missouri;  and  Kansas  City  Hospital 
Service  Unit,  near  Union  Station. 

At  Morris  Gospel  Hall,  besides  the  regular 
Sunday  school  and  sermon  Sunday  morning, 
.and  topical  discussion  and  sermon  Sunday 
night,  there  is  a  Wednesday  night  prayer 
service  which  also  includes  a  group  of  from 
15  to  20  youths  who  regularly  meet  in  their 
.own  service.  Recently  there  were  seven  re- 
sponses to  accept  Christ  at  such  a  meeting. 
Also,  about  twelve  boys,  directed  by  Roy 
Hartzler,  Sunday-school  superintendent,  meet 
.each  Friday  night  for  Bible  study  and  wood 
craft.  NEEDS:  Your  PRAYERS  and 
FUNDS  for  a  more  suitable  building.  Pres- 
ent funds  on  hand  toward  this — about 
:$1200.00. 

At  Mennonite  Gospel  Center  there  is  Sun- 
.day  school  and  a  sermon  each  Sunday  morn- 
ing and  a  song  service  and  sermon  each  Sun- 
day night  and  a  Thursday  night  service  of 
Bible  study  and  prayer.  A  club  of  some 
•eighteen  boys  meet  regularly  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Steve  Plank,  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent. There  is  also  a  club  of  some  ten 
girls  under  the  direction  of  Katie  Ann  Plank 
and  Anna  Histand. 

The  Kansas  City  Hospital  Service  Unit 
consists  of  ten  members,  housed  in  a  General 
Mission    Board-owned,    remodeled    residence 


near  the  General  Hospital,  where,  daily  ex- 
cept Sunday,  these  members  render  Chris- 
tian care  to  spiritually  and  physically  ill  souls. 
Sundays,  and  otherwise  as  needed,  they  serve 
their  Lord  in  the  mission  program.  Salina 
Swartzendruber,  the  housemother,  very  ably 
looks  after  the  needs  of  the  Service  Unit 
Home. 

Besides  the  above  regular  services  there  are 
also  monthly  appointments  at  two  rescue  mis- 
sions, Sunday  hospital  visitation,  tract  and 
"The  Way"  distribution,  and  personal  evan- 
gelism as  opportunity  affords. 

A  Missionary  Training  Institute  was  con- 
ducted at  the  Gospel  Center  in  August,  1949, 
in  which  approximately  twenty  young  people 
from  surrounding  country  congregations  en- 
joyed the  experiences  of  classes  in  evangelism 
and  personal  contacts  with  the  multitudes  of 
spiritually  needy  of  a  large  city. 

In  the  past  year  our  Lord  has  abundantly 
blessed  beyond  all  that  we  could  ask  or  think, 
for  which  we  humbly  praise  His  glorious 
name.  Edward   Yoder. 

Toronto,  Ontario 

The  staff  of  the  Toronto  Mission  feels  that 
the  past  year  has  been  the  most  successful  of 
its  few  years  of  service.  There  have  been 
some  encouraging  trends  as  well  as  definite 
fruit  in  souls  saved.  We  want  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  God  for  real  victories 
that  He  has  given. 

We  are  able  to  report  a  good  rise  in  Sun- 
day-school attendance  and  some  increase  in 
the  Sunday  evening  worship  service.  Al- 
though there  are  exceptions,  we  believe  that 
many  of  our  members  are  growing  spiritually. 
We  are  glad  for  the  spirit  of  co-operation, 
unity,  and  service  that  has  helped  to  forward 
the  work. 

There  are  a  number  of  factors  that  may 
seem  to  explain  this  trend,  but  we  believe  it 
rests  largely  in  a  greater  dependence  upon 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  During  the 
past  year  we  have  prayed  and  trusted  God  in 
a  new  way  that  the  mighty  working  of  His 
power  might  lead  the  flock  to  a  heart  ex- 
perience of  personal  holiness  and  victory.  In 
the  city  we  cannot  depend  on  Christian 
homes  or  environment  that  is  conducive  to 
Christian  life.  We  must  depend  upon  a 
personal  experience  with  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  "Other  foundation  can  no  man  lay." 
We  feel  that  God  is  answering  our  prayers, 
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in  that  souls  are  being  saved  and  are  going 
on  with  Him. 

This  picture  would  not  be  complete  if  we 
failed  to  mention  the  oportunities  around 
us.  There  are  two  branch  Sunday  schools 
operating  from  the  missions  and  we  plan  to 
open  a  third  this  summer.  Beyond  this  there 
are  new  large  housing  units  planned  which 
will  be  calling  for  the  true  Gospel.  May  we 
rise  from  our  "ease  in  Zion"  and  meet  the 
call. 

We  ask  your  prayers  for  the  work  in  To- 
ronto. E.  L.  McDowell. 

Canton,  Ohio 

The  work  and  activities  have  centered 
largely  around  the  regular  services.  Each 
Sunday  a  number  of  city  children  from  the 
community  attend  the  Sunday  school.  A  few 
are  hauled,  due  to  the  distance  they  have  to 
come  and  no  older  persons  to  accompany 
them.  Several  nationalities  are  represented  in 
the  group.  Some  adults  attend  the  church 
worship  service  following  who  were  not  pres- 
ent for  Sunday  school  so  that  the  audience 
varies  between  the  two  services. 

On  Sunday  evening  the  juniors  meet  in 
the  basement  for  Bible  study  and  expressional 
work  while  the  adults  have  young  people's 
Bible  meeting  upstairs.  Following  this  they 
all  meet  together  for  a  Gospel  preaching  serv- 
ice. Once  a  month  on  a  Sunday  afternoon 
the  young  people,  with  the  help  of  a  number 
from  several  country  churches,  distribute 
2,000  copies  of  "The  Way"  paper.  This  has 
resulted  in  publicity,  new  friends,  and  con- 
verts for  the  mission.  More  can  be  done  when 
more  workers  are  available.  Winter  Bible 
school  is  held  for  six  weeks  each  year.  The 
students  assist  in  conducting  many  cottage 
prayer  meetings,  distributing  tracts,  and 
home  visitation.  The  work  of  the  mission 
involves  home  visitation,  hospital  visitation, 
and  helping  people  with  their  home  and  social 
problems. 

Other  activities  included  the  summer  Bible 
school,  with  a  representative  group  of  chil- 
dren from  the  community  present.  Competi- 
tion is  keen  with  other  churches  also  conduct- 
ing schools.  Some  weekday  Bible  classes  are 
conducted  in  homes  for  small  groups  of  chil- 
dren. Evangelistic  meetings  were  held  with 
good  interest  and  a  number  of  conversions. 
Many  of  these  were  instructed,  but  due  to 
affiliation  of  parents  in  other  churches,  and 


difference  of  belief  and  practice,  many  were 
taken  into  other  churches.  There  is  definite 
need  for  social  and  recreational  facilities  for 
youths,  to  provide  them  with  Christian  fel- 
lowship during  the  critical  years.  The  Lord 
has  blessed  the  work  with  increased  attend- 
ance and  enrollments  in  each  of  the  past  five 
years.  The  workers  during  the  past  year  in- 
cluded Brother  and  Sister  J.  J.  Hostetler  and 
Sister  Annie  Bixler.  Your  prayers  are  solic- 
ited. J.  J.  Hostetler. 

Peoria,  Illinois 

Our  Lord  called  us  to  look  on  the  fields,, 
for  they  are  white  unto  harvest.  He  also  re- 
quested of  His  disciples  to  pray  the  Lord  of 
harvest  to  send  forth  reapers  into  the  harvest. 
We  of  the  Peoria  Mennonite  Church  rejoice 
in  the  privilege  our  Lord  has  given  us  to 
labor  in  the  white  fields.  The  community  to 
which  we  minister  has  many  children.  Many 
of  these  attend  our  Sunday  school  and  take 
part  in  our  weekday  Bible  class  and  in  the 
various  club  activities.  We  want  to  praise 
the  Lord  for  this  ministry. 

As  we  apprehend  this  ministry  we  are  con- 
scious that  there  is  much  more  to  do.  There 
are  the  older  youth  to  contact  for  Christ,  and 
there  is  the  ministry  to  the  parents  who  send 
their  children  to  church  but  do  not  attend 
themselves.  This  places  a  tremendous  de- 
mand upon  those  already  on  the  field.  It 
also  sharpens  the  consciousness  that  there 
should  be  more  laborers.  Our  Lord  truly 
understood  the  situation  of  His  church  as  He 
requested  His  disciples  to  pray  for  more  con- 
secrated gleaners. 

Our  growing  ministry  among  the  chil- 
dren and  youth  of  the  community  has  been 
the  signal  feature  of  our  work  this  past  year. 
We  are  praying  God  to  enlarge  our  ministry 
and  bless  His  servants  as  they  minister. 

The  efforts  of  our  church  visitor,  Sister 
Elizabeth  Schrock,  have  been  a  blessing  to 
many  in  the  home  department.  This  past 
year  a  new  opening  came  for  her  work.  She 
was  given  the  privilege  to  bring  the  Gospel 
to  the  people  who  live  at  the  Martin's  Conva- 
lescent Home.  She  weekly  contacts  fourteen 
elderly  people  in  this  home. 

We  desire  the  continued  prayer  support  of 
God's  people  and  the  continued  blessing  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  May  His  name  be  truly 
praised  through  the  effort  of  His  servants. 

Wilfred  Ulrich. 
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Denver,  Colorado 

Under  the  blessing  of  our  heavenly  Father 
we  have  seen  some  visible  results  of  our 
efforts  during  the  past  year  that  have  en- 
couraged us  and  for  which  we  are  very 
grateful.  The  promise  that  "my  word  .  .  . 
shall  not  return  unto  me  void,  but  .  .  .  shall 
accomplish  that  which  I  please,  and  it  shall 
prosper  in  the  thing  whereto  I  sent  it,"  is 
ever  before  us,  and  has  been  verified  in  our 
work  here  at  the  mission. 

This  has  been  our  first  year  in  the  new 
church  building,  and  we  are  convinced  that 
these  more  adequate  facilities  are  a  very  defi- 
nite asset  to  the  work.  The  Sunday-school 
attendance  has  increased  about  33  per  cent 
during  the  past  year  which  brings  our  attend- 
ance to  an  average  of  about  135. 

Letters  have  been  granted  to  seven  mem- 
bers who  have  located  elsewhere,  and  one 
member  was  lost  by  death.  There  were  thir- 
teen additions,  six  by  baptism,  three  of  these 
from  non-Mennonite  homes,  and  seven  by 
letter.   To  date  the  total  membership  is  106. 

We  appreciate  the  faithfulness  of  many  of 
our  members  in  attending  midweek  prayer 
meeting,  and  with  a  definite  increase  in  the 
amount  of  our  weekly  offerings,  we  feel  that 
our  people  are  manifesting  a  keen  interest  in 
the  program  of  the  church. 

The  summer  Bible  school  enrollment  was 
114  with  an  average  attendance  of  78.  This 
was  somewhat  less  than  we  have  had  in  pre- 
vious years,  due,  primarily,  to  overlapping 
dates  of  other  Bible  schools  in  near-by  church- 
es. The  splendid  interest  and  conduct  of  the 
students  marked  this  school  as  one  of  the 
best  we  have  had.  A  Service  Unit  of  five 
sisters  assisted  us  as  teachers.  We  appreciate 
the  service  of  this  group  as  well  as  those 
from  the  congregation  whose  service  made 
the  school  possible. 

The  Extension  Committee  has  conducted 
services  in  various  homes  of  shut-ins.  Our 
present  workers,  Sisters  Irene  and  Martha 
Detweiler,  have,  along  with  their  other  du- 
ties, conducted  home  Bible  classes.  This  has 
been  a  means  by  which  boys  and  girls  have 
been  reached  for  the  Sunday  school. 

Another  feature  of  our  work  is  the  service 
we  have  been  able  to  render  to  the  Men- 
nonite  nurses  who  affiliate  in  Denver  hos- 
pitals. Our  new  building  has  made  possible  a 
very  convenient  arrangement  whereby  the 
nurses  can  spend  considerable  time  together 


in  fellowship  with  the  workers  and  the  con- 
gregation. We  mutually  share  this  blessing 
and  we  express  our  sincere  appreciation  to 
those  who  contributed  toward  making  this 
possible. 

We  are  in  the  midst  of  a  large  city  where 
sin  and  apostasy  are  seen  on  every  hand.  It 
is  the  deep  longing  of  our  hearts  that  God 
may  pour  out  upon  us  the  mighty  power  of 
His  Spirit  to  the  end  that  there  may  be  a 


E.  M.  Yost,  pastor  of  the  Denver  Mission 

deepening  of  our  spiritual  lives  and  that  we 
may  be  instruments  of  His  to  the  salvation 
of  many  souls  as  we  await  His  glorious  re- 
turn. E.  M.  Yost. 

Chicago,  Illinois 

The  need  for  the  Gospel  in  Chicago  con- 
tinues to  be  as  great  as  it  ever  was.  Men  and 
women  are  so  well  supplied  with  the  material 
things  of  the  world  that  they  have  little 
time  for  the  Gospel.  We  do  witness  for  Him 
who  said  that  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  pre- 
vail against  the  church. 

This  past  year  saw  the  addition  of  seven 
new  members  to  the  church  here.  We  praise 
God  that  these  have  come  to  know  their 
need  of  Christ  and  have  confessed  Him  as 
their  Lord.  They  are  all  from  homes  of  non- 
Mennonite  background.  This  is  a  great  en- 
couragement in  our  mission  work  here  as  it 
does  seem  difficult  to  reach  the  unsaved  and 
bring  them  into  the  church. 
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The  following  congregational  activities  are 
carried  on  with  good  interest: 

1.  Sewing  Circle. 

The  ladies  of  the  church  meet  once  a 
month  and  make  quilts,  comforters,  mend 
used  clothing  for  relief,  and  supply  some 
local  needs  in  the  community. 

2.  Girls'  Clubs. 

These  meet  twice  a  week  and  prove  a 
real  help  in  bringing  the  girls  into  closer 
church  fellowship  and  strengthening  in  the 
Lord.  They  learn  to  sew  and  engage  in 
handicraft  work. 

3.  Mother  and  Daughter  Missionary  Meet- 

ing. 
This  group  meets  once  a  month  and 
engages  in  a  period  of  prayer  for  mission- 
aries and  also  secures  missionary  speakers 
and  keeps  informed  on  present  missionary 
trends.  This  group  occasionally  invites  the 
fathers  and  sons  to  their  meetings. 

4.  Young  People's  Bible  Meeting. 

This  group  meets  every  Sunday  evening 
and  presents  a  program  of  their  own  choos- 
ing or  the  program  as  outlined  in  the  hand- 
book of  the  Commission  for  Christian  Edu- 
cation and  Young  People's  Work.  These 
programs  are  well  planned  and  well  pre- 
sented. 

The  mission  home  itself  continues  to  be  a 
great  meeting  place  for  committees  and  also 
for  Mennonites  who  are  traveling  or  visiting 
in  Chicago. 

May  the  Lord  bless  His  witness  here  in 
Chicago.  Earl  Lehman. 

Detroit,  Michigan 

God  be  praised  and  may  He  ever  be  pleased 
to  bless  His  work  in  Detroit.  It  has  been 
our  concern,  as  workers,  to  follow  His  lead- 
ings. 

The  regular  services  have  been  continued 
•with  blessings  to  many  folk  including  those 
who  are  members  of  the  church.  The  special 
phases  of  the  over-all  program  have  been  well 
attended  by  folks  of  the  community  and 
this  with  verbal  expressions,  helps  us  to  be- 
lieve the  church  is  having  a  definite  witness 
with  some  degree  of  influence.  It  would  be 
.a  real  joy  and  blessing  if  we  could  report 
many  coming  into  the  church.  Since  the  last 
annual  meeting  of  this  Board  we  report  four 
members  received  by  letter  and  one  person  by 
-water  baptism. 


The  work  at  the  City  Rescue  Mission  has 
continued  with  rich  blessings  to  all  who  at- 
tend. Several  have  professed  to  have  received 
Jesus  as  their  Saviour.  We  need  to  leave  it 
with  the  Lord  as  the  mission  is  ten  miles 
down  town  and  it  is  practically  impossible  to 
do  much  in  a  follow-up  way. 

It  has  pleased  the  Lord  to  bless  the  Ladies' 
Bible  Class  richly.  The  class  again  has  had  a 
good  attendance  with  new  members  being 
added  at  times;  so  when  some  move  away 
or  discontinue,  the  size  of  the  class  does  not 
change  much.  These  ladies  come  from  several 
different  denominations  and  some  from  no 
church  at  all.  Many  have  expressed  their 
appreciation  of  the  help  received. 

Last  spring  we  felt  it  to  be  of  the  Lord  to 
make  use  of  an  opportunity  to  have  a  fifteen- 
or  thirty-minute  program  on  the  air.  After 
discussing  it  with  several  people  it  was  begun 
in  June.  This  program  was  blessed  of  the 
Lord,  we  believe,  and  was  supported  finan- 
cially by  friends  who  believed  in  it.  However, 
when  it  became  known  to  us  that  the  offer- 
ings to  the  Mission  Board  were  falling  so 
short  that  some  concern  was  given  to  the  fact 
of  cutting  off  some  mission  work,  we  felt 
perhaps  we  should  not  continue  to  ask  for 
support  to  our  radio  program.  So  after  con- 
sultation with  others  and  after  much  prayer 
and  deep  concern  we  closed  this  phase  of 
activity  with  the  last  broadcast  in  March. 
This  effort  was  purely  a  teaching  ministry. 

The  summer  Bible  school,  Easter  Day, 
Mother's  Day,  Children's  Day,  Father's  Day, 
Boys'  Shop  work,  Girls'  Club  and  Story  Hour, 
prayer  meetings,  visitation,  Christmas,  and 
all  such  features  provide  opportunity  for  con- 
tacts and  teaching.  We  have  tried  to  use  such 
occasions  in  Jesus'  name. 

In  concluding  this  report  I  wish  to  express 
to  this  Board  my  faith  in  a  group  of  faithful 
Christian  workers  in  the  Detroit  Mennonite 
Church.  This  group  of  interested  Christians 
have  stood  by  and  are  concerned  that  there 
is  a  definite  Christian  witness  put  forth 
and  that  souls  might  be  taught,  blessed,  and 
saved. 

Also,  do  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation 
to  God  for  His  rich  blessings  to  me  and  to 
my  wife  and  family  during  the  years  He  has 
used  us  in  His  cause  in  Detroit. 

—Frank  B.  Raber. 
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Spanish  Missions 


Chicago,  Illinois 

We  are  grateful  to  the  Lord  for  the  blessing 
of  the  past  year.  Our  Sunday  school  has 
had  a  healthy  growth,  the  average  attendance 
for  the  past  year  being  86.  With  a  growing 
enrollment,  we  become  more  conscious  of  our 
-  need  of  a  larger  building  with  more  classroom 
space.  We  are  confident  that  the  Lord  will 
supply  this  need  in  His  own  time,  although 
we  have  been  waiting  rather  impatiently  for 
that  day  to  come. 

We  are  happy  to  have  one  of  our  own 
group,  Brother  Frank  Ventura,  minister  to 
us  over  week  ends  since  October.  We  wish 
he  could  give  his  whole  time  to  the  work, 
as  there  is  such  a  great  need  for  pastoral  visi- 
tation in  our  area,  but  for  the  present  this 
arrangement  is  more  satisfactory  than  no 
pastor  at  all.  Also,  with  the  absence  of  a 
resident  pastor,  more  routine  work  has  to  be 
done  by  the  sister  workers,  preventing  us  from 
making  as  many  contacts  as  we  would  have 
liked.  Sister  Rosenberger  has  been  attending 
Spanish  classes  five  forenoons  a  week  to  gain 
a  working  knowledge  of  the  language. 

Our  council  board  is  vitally  interested  in 
the  spiritual  growth  of  the  church,  and  has 
been  active  in  leading  the  midweek  Bible 
study  and  prayer  service.  In  January,  they 
called  our  members  together  every  evening 
for  a  week  to  pray  for  souls  to  be  added  to 
the  church,  and  for  the  spiritual  strengthen- 
ing of  our  group.  This  proved  to  be  a  real 
blessing,  and  as  an  outgrowth  we  have  gath- 
ered at  the  homes  of  unsaved  for  cottage 
meetings.  It  was  heartening  to  listen  to  one 
of  our  brethren,  who  in  recent  years  turned 
from  a  sinful  life,  clearly  explain  the  way  of 
salvation. 

Brother  and  Sister  Robert  Springer  from 
Fisher,  Illinois,  who  are  Bible  students  in  the 
city,  have  given  much-appreciated  service  in 
the  Sunday  school.  The  Lord  has  been  gra- 
cious in  supplying  these  needs.  We  are  also 
glad  to  report  that  souls  have  been  saved, 
some  through  the  testimony  of  our  workers, 
others  in  Sunday  evening  services,  and  some 
in  our  Home  Bible  classes,  and  a  number  of 
these  are  under  instruction  at  the  present 
time.    The  field  is  white  unto  harvest. 

Dorothy  Bean. 


La  Junta,  Colorado 

The  year  1949  sped  by  bringing  its  daily 
opportunities  and  challenges,  blessings  and 
trials.  We  thank  the  Lord  for  all  His  blessings 
and  ask  His  pardon  for  our  failure  to  meet  all 
our  opportunities  as  we  should  have. 

Our  regular  church  services  continue  on 
Sunday  with  Sunday  school  and  evening 
meetings,  and  the  Wednesday  night  Bible 
study  and  prayer  meeting.  Almost  as  many 
attend  the  prayer  meeting  as  the  Sunday 
evening  service. 

Except  for  several  months  during  the  sum- 
mer, we  have  continued  our  radio  ministry 
in  Spanish.  We  have  a  half-hour  program 
each  week,  consisting  of  Spanish  hymns,  Bible 
reading,  and  a  Gospel  sermon.  We  know 
of  many  who  listen  regularly  to  the  program 
but  do  not  have  the  courage  to  break  away 
from  Catholic  friends  and  relatives  and  at- 
tend church.  But  many  are  hearing  the  Gos- 
pel in  this  way  who  would  never  hear  it 
otherwise. 

During  the  year,  we  might  say,  we  gathered 
the  first  fruits  of  the  radio  ministry.  Four 
of  those  who  were  baptized  came  to  church 
after  having  listened  to  the  radio  for  some 
time.  Of  the  others  who  were  received,  two 
were  children  who  have  grown  up  in  our 
Sunday  school  and  one  was  an  aged  grand- 
mother. 

This  year  we  organized  a  sort  of  Junior 
Sewing  Circle.  The  girls  are  learning  to  make 
clothes  for  themselves  and  also  for  relief. 
They  also  have  a  little  chorus  and  besides 
singing  in  church  they  sometimes  go  and  sing 
for  sick  people. 

We  ask  a  continued  interest  in  your 
prayers,  that  all  we  do  may  be  to  His  honor 
and  glory. 

David  Castillo. 


Mexican  Border,  Texas 

Greetings  in  the  Master's  name.  The  Lord 
has  blessed  us  in  the  year  1949.  Our  little 
group  in  Mathis  has  grown  spiritually  and 
also  in  numbers.  As  all  services  were  held 
in  the  mission  home  and  our  group  began  to 
grow,  the  need  for  a  small  church  was  very 
keenly  felt.  Accordingly  the  need  and  plans 
were  presented  to  the  Board  and  approval  for 
a    small    meetinghouse    was    received.     On 
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March  10,  1949,  we  began  work  on  the  foun- 
dation. April  10,  1949,  the  first  services  were 
held  in  the  new  building.  The  Lord  very 
graciously  supplied  labor  from  six  different 
states  and  our  total  bill  for  labor  amounted 
to  only  ten  dollars. 

Every  other  Sunday  a  preaching  appoint- 
ment is  filled  at  Tuleta  to  relieve  Brother  E.  S. 
Hallman  who  has  given  so  many  years  of 
service  to  the  Lord.  On  those  afternoons  a 
service  is  held  in  the  home  of  one  of  our 
Mexican  members  in  Beeville.  Once  each 
month  an  evening  service  is  held  in  the  home 
of  a  member  in  Benavides,  Texas. 

We  were  very  thankful  for  the  help  of  the 
W.  G.  Lauver  family  who  spent  four  months 
in  Mathis  during  the  early  part  of  the  year. 
While  they  were  here  it  was  possible  for  us 
to  have  morning  and  evening  services  every 
Sunday  and  Bible  study  every  Wednesday 
evening  here  in  Mathis.  During  their  stay  a 
series  of  evangelistic  meetings  was  conducted 
by  Brother  Ricardo  Pena  of  the  Mennonite 
Brethren  Church  at  Los  Ebanos,  Texas.  Souls 
were  added  to  the  church  and  all  were 
blessed  and  strengthened  spiritually. 

All  in  all  we  feel  that  we  had  a  profitable 
1949  and  pray  that  we  might  be  used  for  a 
more  profitable  1950. 

Eldo  J.  Miller. 


Because  of  the  fire,  several  of  our  activities 
have  had  to  be  temporarily  suspended.  We 
praise  God  that  the  Bible  classes,  with  the 
exception  of  the  two  night  classes  which  Sis- 
ter Lark  had,  could  operate  in  full  and  one 
new  one  was  opened.  Aaron  Slabaugh  has 
rendered  valuable  help  in  making  the  place 
at  Rehoboth  livable.  His  time  is  volunteered. 
The  Mennonite  Relief  Committee  sent  Alvin 
Troyer  to  help  us  for  a  while. 

February  19,  Bishop  Ezra  Yordy,  received 
twenty-two  souls  into  the  visible  church,  five 


James  H.  Lark,  pastor  of  the 
colored    work   in    Chicago. 


Colored  Missions 

Chicago,  Illinois 

To  the  Mennonite  Board  of  Missions  and 

Charities 

Dear  Brethren: 

Greetings  in  the  precious  name  of  Jesus, 
our  Redeemer. 

Following  is  a  brief  summary  of  some  of 
the  blessings  that  God  has  showered  upon 
His  work  that  He  has  permitted  to  our  keep- 
ing in  Chicago: 

At  Bethel 

Clarence  Arnold,  a  student  at  Moody  Bible 
Institute,  served  as  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent. The  ladies  of  the  sewing  circle 
raised,  through  rummage  sales,  over  $150.00 
for  the  building  fund.  Emma  Fisher  came 
to  help  in  the  work  in  November.  She  is 
volunteering  her  time. 


at  Bethel  and  seventeen  at  Dearborn  Street. 
At  present  we  are  busy  making  preparations 
for  summer  Bible  school  and  camp. 

At  Dearborn  Street 

The  outstanding  events  were  given  under 
Bethel.  The  new  Bible  club  was  in  this  area. 
Leona  Litwiller  conducts  sewing  on  Wednes- 
day and  Ada  Webb  has  the  M.Y.F.  meeting 
on  Thursdays.  There  is  prayer  meeting  on 
Tuesdays. 

At  Rehoboth 

Thirty-two  children  from  Bethel  and  Dear- 
born Street  were  at  Camp  Rehoboth  last 
summer.  There  will  be  a  Bible  school  for 
the  children  in  this  neighborhood  this  sum- 
mer. The  camp  held  here  will  be  for  our 
families  at  Bethel  and  Dearborn  Street.  Sister 
Lark  has  an  adult  Bible  club  every  Wednes- 
day evening.  The  average  attendance  is  nine. 

James  H.  Lark. 
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Rural  Missions 

Culp,  Arkansas 

A.  CHURCH 

The  Bethel  Springs  congregation  rejoices 
in  a  God  who  hears  and  answers  prayers; 
they  stand  constantly  challenged  by  the  great 
need  for  increasing  prayer  and  more  diligent 
application  of  the  things  most  surely  taught 
by  the  infallible  Word  and  faithfully  inter- 
preted by  His  Spirit. 

After  Glen  Yoders  answered  the  call  to  the 
Kansas  City  Children's  Home  Frank  Horsts 
accepted  the  call  to  serve  the  congregation. 
Heretofore  since  1941  they  had  been  serving 
the  field  in  general,  but  not  the  Bethel 
Springs  congregation  in  particular.  This 
change  was  made  official  at  the  Bethel 
Springs  Church  on  February  25  in  charge  of 
Bishop  Nelson  E.  Kauffman. 

Though  our  financial  contributions  to  the 
general  work  of  the  church  have  been  small, 
our  group  has  done  comparatively  well  on 
the  home  field,  aiding  by  finance  and  teachers 
in  a  new  work  at  Advance,  Arkansas,  with 
Brother  Clifford  Strubhar  in  charge.  Paying 
our  own  Sunday-school  and  summer  Bible 
school  supplies  and  helping  two  other  sum- 
mer Bible  schools  with  our  evangelistic, 
church  building  and  electric  wiring  supplies 
has  totaled  about  $500.00.  With  this  we  have 
been  privileged  to  share  most  of  $100.00  out 
into  the  other  work  of  the  church.  Our  Sun- 
day-school superintendent  is  Brother  Milford 
Sexton. 

Our  one  continual  prayer  has  become  that 
Christ  may  dwell  in  our  hearts  by  faith,  that 
our  love  and  service  may  abound,  and  may 
increase  yet  more  and  more  till  we  all  come 
in  the  unity  of  the  faith  unto  the  measure  of 
the  stature  of  the  fullness  of  Christ. 

Frank  Horst. 

B.  SCHOOL 

"If  any  of  you  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of 
God,  that  giveth  to  all  men  liberally."  Con- 
tinually we  as  teachers  realize  our  lack  of  wis- 
dom and  our  need  of  learning  from  our  Mas- 
ter Teacher  how  to  proceed  in  the  classroom. 
We  thank  God  for  the  strength  He  gives  and 
for  His  abiding  presence  as  we  trust  in  Him 
to  lead  us  through  each  day. 

One  thing  this  year  which  has  been  rather 


unusual  is  to  have  a  new  principal  each  semes- 
ter. This  has  called  for  a  big  adjustment  on 
the  part  of  both  students  and  teachers.  For  a 
man  to  come  into  a  school  and  community 
with  which  he  is  unacquainted  and  take 
over  the  responsibilities  of  being  principal,  is 
to  tackle  a  very  difficult  situation.  However, 
we  thank  God  for  the  consecration  and  ability 
of  both  our  principals  this  year.  We  feel 
that  He  has  definitely  led  and  directed. 

The  seed  of  a  boys'  dormitory  was  planted 
this  year.  Two  boys  from  Iowa  stayed  in 
the  little  cabin  west  of  the  schoolhouse  and 
attended  school.  They  expect  a  couple  more 
to  join  them  next  year.  Their  Christian  in- 
fluence is  a  decided  asset  in  the  schoolroom, 
on  the  playground,  and  in  the  community. 

Throughout  both  the  grades  and  high 
school  we  have  weekly  activity  periods  for 
the  purpose  of  helping  the  students  learn  to 
do  things  with  their  hands.  Among  the 
projects  are  knitting,  sewing,  weaving,  leather 
work,  and  woodworking.  The  junior-age  girls 
organized  a  junior  sewing  circle  which  meets 
the  last  Thursday  of  each  month  in  the  place 
of  their  weekly  activity  period. 

We  have  been  encouraged  to  note  the  prog- 
ress scholastically  which  the  achievement  tests 
show.  Instead  of  most  of  the  students  being 
far  below  their  level,  as  was  true  when  these 
tests  were  first  given,  the  majority  are  now 
on  or  above  their  grade  level. 

Spiritually,  too,  we  see  signs  of  growth. 
Five  of  the  students  accepted  Christ  during 
our  last  revivals.  Others  expressed  an  ex- 
perience of  growth  in  their  Christian  life. 
Although  we  are  burdened  for  those  who 
have  heard  the  voice  of  conviction  but  have 
not  yielded,  we  rejoice  with  those  who  have 
and  are  having  victory  through  Christ. 

As  we  review  the  work  of  the  year  we  see 
many  places  where  mistakes  were  made,  but 
we  praise  God  for  the  way  He  has  blessed 
in  spite  of  our  human  errors.  We  give  Him 
the  glory  for  any  progress  made.  "Forgetting 
those  things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching 
forth  unto  those  things  which  are  before," 
we  press  on,  more  completely  surrendering 
ourselves  to  God  and  trusting  Him  to  direct 
His  work  here  at  school  through  us. 

Dorothy   Horst. 

HEALTH  SERVICE 

The  nursing  home  and  clinic  building  at 
Culp  are  nearly  completed  and  will  soon  be 
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ready  for  dedication  and  for  opening  to  the 
public.  One  side  of  this  building  includes 
living  quarters  for  a  family;  the  other  side 
has  two  patients'  rooms  with  space  for  four 
hospital  beds,  a  clinic  room,  small  office,  and 
waiting  room.  There  are  also  several  upstairs 
rooms  and  a  full  basement. 

An  advisory  board  from  the  local  com- 
munity has  just  been  appointed  to  help  for- 
mulate plans  for  working  out  a  health  pro- 
gram which  will  best  meet  the  needs  of  our 
community.  Our  first  well  child  clinic  is  to  be 
held  May  12. 

So  far  our  health  program  has  been  mostly 
that  of  public  health  and  school  nursing.  But 
now  with  our  new  building  and  another 
nurse  coming,  we  will  be  able  to  care  for 
inpatients  also. 

Our  county  nurse  and  some  of  the  doctors 
in  our  area  are  taking  a  great  interest  in  our 
program  and  have  offered  to  help  us  in  hold- 
ing clinics  and  doing  minor  surgery  as  they 
can. 

Our  greatest  outstanding  need  is  a  Chris- 
tian doctor  who  could  locate  near  by  and 
serve  this  community. 

Mary  A.  Detwiler,  R.N. 

Child  Welfare 

WEST  LIBERTY,  OHIO 

The  church  during  the  past  year  has  taken 
some  definite  steps  to  better  our  child  welfare 
program.  As  for  us,  we  have  come  face  to 
face  with  the  major  problem  that  has  affected 
our  work  since  we  were  in  charge  at  West 
Liberty,  that  is,  What  shall  be  done  with  the 
Home? 

Our  building  is  old  and  badly  in  need  of 
repair.  Over  the  year  we  have  made  minor 
repairs  and  changes.  During  the  summer 
the  plumbing  was  condemned  by  the  state. 
Now  something  must  be  done.  Is  the  building 
good  enough  and  the  demand  for  our  type 
of  institution  in  our  locality  great  enough  to 
justify  spending  whatever  it  will  take  to  get 
the  physical  plant  in  the  condition  that  it 
should  be?  The  Child  Welfare  Committee 
had  its  first  meeting  at  the  Home  in  Septem- 
ber at  which  time  our  problem  was  discussed. 

On  suggestion  from  the  State  Department 
and  because  of  our  limited  facilities,  we  took 
action  to  discontinue  keeping  children  under 


four  years  of  age,  effective  May  1.  We  placed 
most  of  the  children  over  twelve  in  foster 
homes  and  as  many  others  as  we  could  find 
homes  for. 

Our  license  for  the  year  following  April  1, 
1950,  does  not  include  the  right  to  place 
children  in  foster  homes.  We  are  now  licensed 
only  to  provide  institutional  care  for  depend- 
ent and/or  neglected  children  over  the  age 
of  four. 

With  the  exception  of  a  nurse,  we  have 
been  able  to  secure  competent  workers  as  the 
need  arose. 

Paul  C.  Sieber. 

KANSAS  CITY,  KANSAS 

We  are  grateful  to  our  heavenly  Father  for 
His  constant  care  during  the  past  year.  He 
has  supplied  all  our  needs:  our  staff  of  work- 
ers has  been  complete  nearly  all  the  time,  our 
financial  needs  have  been  met,  the  workers' 
need  of  wisdom  and  loving  patience  has  been 
supplied,  the  physical  health  of  the  children 
has  been  exceptionally  good,  and  we  rejoice 
that  many  of  them  have  accepted  Christ  as 
their  Saviour. 

Since  the  children  in  our  care  come  mainly 
from  broken  homes  and  divorced  parents  they 
have  generally  a  background  of  unwholesome 
atmosphere  and  experience.  Therefore  we  feel 
the  need  of  giving  them  not  only  physical  care 
but  also  mental,  social,  and  spiritual  care.  We 
are  trying,  by  God's  grace,  to  provide  the 
atmosphere  that  will  aid  them  in  developing 
as  God  intended  them  to.  To  do  this  the 
staff  has  felt  the  need  of  living  with  the  chil- 
dren in  as  homelike  way  as  possible.  During 
the  past  year  we  have  been  eating  the  morn- 
ing and  evening  meal  with  the  children. 
There  are  two  workers  at  most  of  the  tables. 
This  has  proved  very  good  for  the  children. 
We  have  also  been  working  at  various  meth- 
ods of  having  supervised  play.  This  summer 
we  are  again  having  a  garden.  One  of  our 
problems  is  finding  enough  work  for  the 
children.  The  garden  will  help  make  more 
jobs  during  the  summer. 

The  children  will  go  to  the  country  for  a 
three-week  period  this  summer.  Last  year 
they  were  in  Nebraska;  this  year  they  will 
be  in  the  community  near  Garden  City,  Mis- 
souri. 

This  summer  we  hope  to  have  a  dwelling 
house  built  on  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
Home  grounds.  The  need  of  a  separate  dwell- 
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The  boys  at  West  Liberty  practice  farming. 


ing  for  the  superintendent  and  family  has 
been  seen  for  many  years.  Will  you  pray 
that  this  need  may  be  filled? 

Many  will  remember  that  funds  were  so- 
licited a  number  of  years  ago  for  the  remodel- 
ing of  the  second  floor  of  the  front  part  of 
our  Home  building.  An  amount  slightly 
over  $11,000  is  on  hand  for  this  purpose.  It 
may  be  possible  to  do  this  remodeling  during 
the  summer  of  1951. 

Glen  Yoder. 

WHITE  PIGEON,  MICHIGAN 

In  1948  a  number  of  persons  at  Goshen  Col- 
lege interested  in  promoting  a  certain  type 
of  child  welfare  work  organized  themselves 
into  a  group  known  as  the  Mcnnonite  Youth 
Village.  This  group  acquired  property  near 
White  Pigeon,  Michigan:  forty  acres  by  dona- 
tion and  eighty  acres  by  purchase  with  so- 
licited funds. 

In  the  course  of  the  development  of  this 
program  it  became  evident  that  the  work 
would  probably  benefit  by  official  connection 
with  the  Mennonite  Board  of  Missions  and 
Charities.  In  1949  the  secretary  of  the  Mis- 
sion Board  proposed  that  the  new  organiza- 
tion of  the  child  welfare  work  of  the  Men- 
nonite Mission  Board  should  include  the 
Mennonite  Youth  Village  project.  It  was 
agreed  that  this  would  be  desirable  and  in 
May,  1949,  the  original  Mennonite  Youth 
Village  organization  agreed  to  dissolve  and  to 
have  the  work  continue  under  the  newly 
formed  Child  Welfare  Committee  of  the  Mis- 


sion Board.  At  its  meeting  in  September, 
1949,  the  Child  Welfare  Committee  appointed 
a  Local  Board  for  the  Mennonite  Youth  Vil- 
lage project. 

The  property  originally  acquired  by  the 
earlier  Mennonite  Youth  Village  organization 
was  turned  over  to  the  Mission  Board  and 
in  addition  the  Mission  Board  purchased  an 
adjacent  property  consisting  of  fifty-one  acres. 
Two  sets  of  farm  buildings  are  included,  one 
occupied  by  a  renter  and  the  other  by  the 
Voluntary  Service  Unit  working  on  the  proj- 
ect during  the  summer  of  1950.  During  the 
summer  of  1949  a  Voluntary  Service  Builders' 
Unit  repaired  the  one  set  of  farm  buildings 
in  preparation  for  rental. 

For  the  summer  of  1950  it  is  planned  to 
operate  two  two-week  summer  camps  for 
underprivileged  children  to  be  selected  by 
several  of  our  city  missions.  In  preparation 
for  this  camp  a  Voluntary  Service  Builders' 
Unit  is  constructing  a  set  of  camp  buildings 
and  another  Service  Unit  will  then  operate 
the  children's  camp.  These  buildings  are  de- 
signed only  for  summer  use  to  care  for  a 
maximum  of  32  children  at  a  time.  Lumber 
for  the  buildings  was  secured  by  cutting  trees 
on  the  project. 

The  Mennonite  Youth  Village  is  interested 
in  developing  home  care  for  children  as 
compared  to  more  traditional  institution  care. 
For  the  purpose  of  placement  trained  and 
licensed  case  workers  are  required.  A  number 
of  young  people  are  receiving  special  training 
in  this  area  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  available 
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for  service  of  this  kind.  This  work  may  need 
to  develop  slowly,  probably  first  in  direct  co- 
operation with  the  existing  children's  homes 
from  which  the  trained  workers  can  operate. 
It  is  hoped  that  such  trained  service  may  be 
made  available  for  child  welfare  work 
throughout  all  Mennonite  communities. 

In  addition  to  trained  workers,  homes  will 
also  be  needed  in  which  children  may  be 
placed.  There  may  be  either  existing  homes 
in  established  communities  or  newly  formed 
groups  of  homes  or  a  village  planned  par- 
ticularly for  the  purpose  of  caring  for  chil- 
dren. The  development  of  such  a  service  to 
needy  children  will  require  careful  and 
prayerful  effort  over  some  considerable  pe- 
riod of  time.  The  motive  for  this  project 
arises  from  the  great  need  for  technical, 
qualified  service  in  the  area  of  child  welfare 
operated  on  a  Christian  basis  with  a  view  to 
the  Christian  care  and  development  of  needy 
children.  Paul  Bender. 


Homes  for  the  Aged 


RITTMAN,  OHIO 

The  Home  accommodates  forty-one  recip- 
ients and  it  was  filled  to  capacity  during  the 
year.  The  oldest  lady  passed  away  a  few 
weeks  after  her  ninety-eighth  birthday.  Three 
are  totally  blind;  one  entirely  helpless;  four 
require  considerable  help;  three  are  mentally 
ill. 

The  following  denominations  are  repre- 
sented: Baptist,  Brethren,  Brethren  in  Christ, 
United  Brethren,  Disciples  of  Christ,  Evan- 
gelical, Lutheran,  Methodist,  Presbyterian, 
Christian  Apostolic,  75%  Mennonite.  They 
have  come  from  Pennsylvania,  Indiana,  Mich- 
igan, North  Dakota;  one  born  in  Switzer- 
land and  one  born  in  Germany. 

Following  are  some  of  their  vocations: 
railroad  engineers,  foremen,  editors,  contrac- 
tors, carpenters,  farmers,  laborers,  salesmen, 
schoolteachers,  teachers  of  the  blind,  minis- 
ters, one  ex-Senator  (Ohio  State),  nurses, 
governesses,  and  housekeepers.  Several  re- 
ceive state  aid;  some  are  supported  by  con- 
gregations of  which  they  are  members  and 
by  Sunday  schools.  We  have  a  large  waiting 
list.  Health  during  the  year  in  general  was 
good.  Aaron  J.  Peachey. 


EUREKA,  ILLINOIS 

Each  year  the  Lord  provides  for  us  in  a 
new  manner.  He  brings  us  unthought-of 
blessings  in  unusual  ways.  That  is  why  we 
continue  to  praise  Him,  and  depend  upon 
Him  more  and  more.  Many  new  experiences 
were  brought  to  us  through  our  Service  Unit 
of  four  girls.  Their  coming  enabled  some  of 
the  regular  workers  to  take  vacations.  We 
redecorated  five  bathrooms,  two  bedrooms, 
and  the  dining  room.  We  were  able  to  proc- 
ess more  food  for  the  locker  and  do  more 
canning.  Not  only  did  their  actual  work 
help  but  their  cheerful,  unselfish  attitude 
helped  all  of  us  to  realize  anew  that  we  were 
included  in  God's  great  program  of  service. 

In  an  almost  miraculous  way,  the  property 
immediately  to  the  north  of  the  home  was 
turned  over  to  the  home  last  summer.  An 
aged  mother  and  her  blind  son  of  sixty-one 
years  gave  the  home  this  property  along  with 
forty-four  acres  of  good  farm  land  about 
eight  miles  away.  In  turn,  we  agreed  to  pro- 
vide for  both  as  long  as  they  live.  The  entire 
property  is  valued  at  about  $30,000.  The 
mother  passed  away  recently.  The  care  of 
the  son  may  consume  a  good  share  of  the 
equity  in  the  property  but  it  is  a  real  advan- 
tage to  have  the  property. 

Our  biggest  physical  need  is  a  new  roof. 
Since  the  Lord  made  it  possible  for  us  to 
install  a  new  furnace  last  summer,  we  are 
confident  that  He  will  also  provide  a  roof 
for  us  this  present  summer.  Clayton  Sutter. 


Hospitals 


LA  JUNTA,  COLORADO 

Significant  developments  are  indicated  in  a 
survey  of  the  work  of  the  Mennonite  Hospital 
and  Sanitarium  for  the  year  ending  March  31, 
1950.  Eternity  alone  will  reveal  the  far- 
reaching  effects  of  these  steps.  We  have  la- 
bored, seeking  the  direct  guidance  and  in- 
spiration of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God.  We 
believe  God  has  manifested  Himself  in  His 
overruling  supervision  of  that  which  we  have 
tried  to  accomplish. 

It  was  announced  in  last  year's  report  that 
the  La  lunta  School  of  Nursing  was  to  be 
transferred  from  the  Mennonite  Board  of 
Missions    and    Charities    to    the    Mennonite 
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Board  of  Education.  This  transfer  has  been 
fully  executed.  The  administrative  commit- 
tee now  controlling  the  school  has  been  on 
the  grounds  and  personally  supervised  the 
reorganization  of  the  school  under  the  new 
sponsorship.  This  transfer  has  been  made 
without  any  apparent  difference  in  the  opera- 
tion of  the  hospital.  This  more  consistent 
organizational  setup,  we  believe,  will  con- 
tribute to  the  improvement  of  both  the  school 
and  the  hospital.  A  contract  between  the 
school  and  the  hospital  is  in  the  process  of 
being  made  and  will  be  executed  as  soon  as 
finished. 

On  page  57  of  last  year's  Mennonite  Board 
of  Missions  and  Charities  report,  there  is  a 
picture  of  the  ground-breaking  ceremony  for 
the  new  nurses'  home.  The  building  of  this 
home  has  proceeded  regularly  and  without 
cessation  throughout  the  year.  At  this  date, 
the  finishing  work  is  being  done  and  it  is 
expected  that  in  the  first  few  days  of  June, 
the  student  nurses  will  be  able  to  move  in. 
The  finishing  of  the  sections  of  the  building 
other  than  the  dormitory  will  then  continue. 
It  is  expected  to  have  the  dedication  cere- 
mony on  June  25.  The  estimate  for  the  cost 
of  this  building  as  given  in  last  year's  report 
was  $200,000.00.  A  financial  report  in  an- 
other section  of  this  report  will  indicate  that 
we  will  be  able  to  stay  below  this  estimate. 
Because  of  liberal  contributions,  the  appro- 
priation of  $100,000.00  by  the  General  Board, 
and  the  conservation  of  cost,  we  were  able 
to  bring  this  building  to  completion. 

The  old  nurses'  home,  which  was  the  old 
city  hospital,  given  to  us  as  a  gift  by  the  La 
Junta  Hospital  Association  in  the  year  1920, 
has  been  sold  and  possession  is  to  be  given 
June  1.  This  building  was  used  as  a  hospital 
from  the  year  1920  to  the  spring  of  1928. 
It  has  since  been  used  as  a  student  nurses' 
home.  For  many  years,  the  State  Board  of 
Nurse  Examiners  has  required  a  new  home. 
It  is  now  fortunate  indeed  that  the  sale  of 
this  property  is  so  well  timed  with  the  fin- 
ishing of  the  new  home. 

A  new  hospital  has  been  organized  in  the 
city  under  the  auspices  of  the  Catholic  Sisters. 
The  old  Santa  Fe  Hospital  was  secured  by 
them  on  a  long-term  lease.  The  State  Board 
of  Nurse  Examiners  has  informed  us  that 
any  reduction  of  our  clinical  material  will 
seriously  jeopardize  the  school.  We  are  aware 
of  this  possibility  of  reduction  of  census  in 


a  competitive  hospital  in  this  small  popula- 
tion area.  But  it  does  seem  that  our  program 
can  go  on  unabated  and  our  attitude  shall  be 
one  of  constructive  building.  We  shall  not 
be  antagonistic  to  any  other  endeavor. 

The  new  development  in  this  area  has 
been  the  organization  of  a  hospital  building 
committee  in  Rocky  Ford,  Colorado,  a  town 
ten  miles  west  of  La  Junta.  This  is  to  be  a 
25-bed  hospital.  It  is  in  a  rich  rural  area  and 
is  initiated  by  the  people  of  the  territory  be- 
cause of  their  desire  to  have  a  local  hospital. 
We  have  signed  a  contract  with  them  pro- 
posing to  lease  the  hospital,  and  operate  as 
an  integral  part  of  the  hospital  at  La  Junta. 
It  is  hoped  that  these  additional  beds  can 
be  added  to  the  beds  in  La  Junta,  increasing 
our  clinical  material  for  our  nursing  school. 
The  Rocky  Ford  community  is  now  in  the 
process  of  raising  funds  for  this  project.  They 
have  been  allotted  eligibility  from  the  State 
Hospital  Facilities  Division  for  44  %%  of  the 
construction  cost.  An  architect  is  working  on 
plans  and  specifications.  These  have  been 
tentatively  approved.  It  is  hardly  possible  that 
the  funds  will  be  raised  until  late  next  spring. 

The  educational  unit  which  has  been 
housed  in  the  basement  floor  of  the  hospital 
will  be  moved  to  the  new  nurses'  home.  It 
is  hoped  that  our  hospital  can  expand  this 
space  in  the  area  of  public  health.  It  is 
planned  that  our  outpatient  service  depart- 
ment shall  be  increased  by  this  move. 

Another  area  of  expansion  is  the  Lebanon, 
Oregon,  Hospital.  This  is  related  to  our  work 
here  in  that  we  have  acted  in  an  advisory 
capacity  in  the  development  of  this  program 
and  that  one  of  our  alumnae,  Charity  Kropf, 
has  acted  as  Director  of  Nursing  Service  in 
a  hospital  now  privately  owned  by  physicians. 
Others  of  our  alumnae  are  also  working  in 
the  institution.  The  city  of  Lebanon  is  now 
in  the  height  of  a  campaign  to  finish  raising 
the  necessary  funds  for  a  50  bed  hospital. 

There  has  been  a  change  in  the  personnel 
in  the  transfer  of  Brother  Wesley  Jantz  and 
Brother  Ray  Rhodes,  wife,  and  daughter 
from  the  La  Junta  Hospital  to  the  Greens- 
burg  Hospital.  Brother  W.  J.  Dye  has  accept- 
ed the  position  of  assistant  superintendent  at 
La  Junta.  Other  personnel  have  been  added 
to  fill  vacancies  as  they  have  occurred  through- 
out the  year.  As  is  almost  always  the  fact  in 
institutional  programs,  we  are  faced  with 
the  constant  need  of  consecrated,  well-trained 
personnel.  Allen  H.  Erb. 
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Student  nurses  at  La  Junta  learn  to  do  by  doing. 


GREENSBURG,  KANSAS 

The  seventh  of  March,  1950,  the  Kiowa 
County  Memorial  Hospital  was  officially 
opened.  On  this  date  the  Mennonite  Board 
of  Missions  and  Charities  accepted  the  con- 
tract from  Kiowa  County  for  full  operation 
responsibility.  Before  the  opening  date 
months  of  praying  and  planning  went  into 
the  organization  of  a  hospital  staff.  The  Lord 
has  graciously  provided  the  needed  personnel. 
Our  only  present  need  is  a  registered  labora- 
tory X-ray  technician. 

The  community  is  taking  a  tremendous  in- 
terest in  their  new  hospital.  On  our  opening 
days  we  had  over  2,000  visitors.  The  first 
patient,  a  maternity  case,  was  admitted  and 
a  baby  born  in  less  than  twelve  hours  after 
the  formal  opening.  There  were  100  patients 
admitted  and  15  babies  born  from  March  7 
to  May  12. 

There  are  nine  on  our  medical  staff.  Three 
of  these  doctors  have  their  offices  in  Greens- 
burg.  Two  of  these  doctors  from  Greensburg 
are  young  men  and  are  building  a  clinic 
just  across  the  street  from  the  hospital.  We 
feel  confident  there  is  a  fine  field  of  service 
in  the  Greensburg  Hospital. 

May  you  pray  with  us  that  God's  name 


may  be  exalted  as  we  serve  the  sick  in  the 
name  of  Christ.  Wesley  Jantz. 


REPORT  OF  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE 

LOCAL  BOARD  OF  GREENSBURG, 

KANSAS,  HOSPITAL 

We  felt  it  would  be  appropriate  to  give  to 
the  Mennonite  Board  of  Missions  and  Chari- 
ties a  short  report  of  the  Kiowa  County  Me- 
morial Hospital  Board.  Each  of  us  Board 
members  feel  our  responsibilities  to  magnify 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  through  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Kiowa  County  Memorial  Hospital. 

Our  Board  has  had  five  meetings.  At  the 
second  meeting  Brother  Abner  Zook  of 
Larned,  Kansas,  was  appointed  as  the  fifth 
member  and  he  has  attended  each  meeting 
since  then.  Brother  Ernest  Bennett  missed 
meeting  number  four;  otherwise  all  members 
and  our  administrator  have  attended  each 
meeting.  Brother  Samuel  Janzen  is  secretary 
and  Brother  Daniel  Kauffman  is  treasurer  of 
the  Board. 

We  are  humiliated  to  have  a  debt  of 
$6000.00  to  you,  the  Mennonite  Board  of 
Missions  and  Charities.    This  seems  high  to 
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us,  but  with  this  we  have  met  the  high  costs 
of  opening  a  hospital,  purchasing  drugs  and 
kitchen  supplies,  and  paying  the  personnel 
during  the  first  months  of  low  operation. 
Our  hospital  business  is  increasing;  during 
March  the  average  patient  census  per  day 
was  5.5  persons;  during  the  first  sixteen  days 
of  May  it  was  9,  and  1.2  newborn.  All  re- 
ports that  I  have  heard  toward  the  spirit,  the 
personnel,  and  the  testimony  of  our  hospital 
have  been  very  encouraging. 

Our  understanding  of  Minute  22  of  the 
Executive  Committee  Meeting  number  16  is 


that  we  should  appoint  the  Hospital  Admin- 
istrator and  the  Director  of  Nursing  Service 
prior  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Mission 
Board.  We  are  submitting  the  following  ap- 
pointments for  your  approval:  Brother  Wesley 
Jantz  as  Hospital  Administrator,  and  Sister 
Lydia  Diener  as  Director  of  Nursing  Service. 
Our  desire  is  that  our  Lord  will  continue 
to  bless  the  mission  efforts  of  the  church. 

Very  sincerely, 

Sanford  E.  Miller,  Chairman 

Kiowa  County  Memorial  Hospital  Board. 


Reports  of  Standing  Committees 

Report  of  Missions  Committee 


The  Missions  Committee  held  one  brief 
meeting  alone  and  met  twice  conjointly  with 
the  Executive  Committee.  The  routine  work 
of  examining  questionnaires  of  candidates 
and  of  conducting  interviews  with  them  was 
performed.  The  minutes  of  the  conjoint 
meetings  record  the  business  transacted. 

In  the  separate  meeting  of  the  Missions 
Committee  the  scope  of  our  work  was  raised 
for  consideration.  Action  was  taken  that  a 
study  of  the  functions  of  this  committee  be 
made.  The  constitutional  provision  is  not  too 
explicit.  The  pattern  of  our  work  over  a 
number  of  years  has  been  to  meet  conjointly 
with  the  Executive  Committee,  usually  twice 
annually,  at  which  times  missionary  candi- 
dates are  examined,  matters  of  mission  policy 
are  considered,  and  general  plans  of  pro- 
cedure are  drawn  up.  Question  may  be 
raised  as  to  whether  or  not  these  functions 
exhaust  the  concept  of  duties  originally  as- 
signed to  this  committee.  Conceivable  addi- 
tional areas  are  as  follows: 

1.   In  the  choice  of  missionary  personnel. 

Perhaps  the  Missions  Committee  should  be 


drawn  into  the  picture  at  an  earlier  stage 
than  at  present.  Committee  members  are 
sometimes  at  a  disadvantage  because  their 
first  knowledge  of  a  candidate's  being  con- 
sidered for  mission  work  is  gained  at  the 
time  of  the  interview. 

2.  In  lending  spiritual  guidance  and  help 
to  missionaries  on  the  field. 

Periodic  visitation  of  missions  by  members 
of  the  committee  may  be  a  service  that  should 
be  rendered. 

Two  tasks  of  long  standing  delegated  to 
this  committee  still  remain  undone.  The  first 
of  these  is  an  investigation  of  new  areas  for 
rural  mission  work.  Perhaps  at  this  time 
there  is  less  need  for  this  since  district  con- 
ferences are  reaching  out  farther  in  their 
efforts.  The  second  is  the  assignment  of 
studying  ways  and  means  of  conducting  Jew- 
ish evangelism  and  of  choosing  personnel  for 
this  work.  Since  neither  of  these  tasks  has 
been  done,  the  Board  may  desire  to  express 
itself  more  emphatically  on  the  matter. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
Chester  K.  Lehman,  Secretary. 


Report  of  the  Mennonite  Relief  Committee 

To   the   Mennonite   Board   of   Missions   and      Greetings  in  Jesus'  name. 

Charities  in  annual  session  at  Goshen  Col-  The  elected  members  of  your  Relief  Com- 

lege,  Goshen,  Indiana,  June  10-13,  1950  mittee  for  the  past  year  were  C.  L.  Graber 
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(Chairman),  O.  O.  Miller,  H.  S.  Bender,  H. 
Ernest  Bennett,  and  J.  Lawrence  Burkholder. 
John  H.  Mosemann,  J.  D.  Graber,  and  Levi 
C.  Hartzler  are  also  members  of  the  commit- 
tee by  virtue  of  their  office,  Brother  Hartzler 
serving  as  executive  secretary  for  the  com- 
mittee. The  committee  met  eight  times  dur- 
ing the  year:   June   14,   1949,  September   8, 

1949,  October  12,  1949,  November  5,  1949, 
February  2,  1950,  March  23,  1950,  May  17, 

1950,  and  June  10,  1950.  The  June  10  meet- 
ing was  held  conjointly  with  the  Missions  and 
Executive  Committees  of  the  Board. 

In  keeping  with  the  charge  given  to  it, 
M.R.C.  has  functioned  for  the  Board  in  the 
areas  of  foreign  relief,  refugee  rehabilitation, 
and  voluntary  service  during  the  past  year. 
M.R.C.  sponsored  units  in  Ethiopia  and  Bel- 
gium, providing  the  personnel  and  funds  but 
administering  the  units  through  M.C.C. 
Since  January  1,  1950,  M.R.C.  has  operated 
the  Puerto  Rican  service  program.  M.R.C. 
has  not  carried  on  a  refugee  program  of  its 
own  but  has  supported  the  M.C.C.  refugee 
program.  In  V.S.  M.R.C.  has  enlarged  its 
own  program  and  contributed  to  an  M.C.C. 
V.S.  program  as  agreed  upon  in  the  1947 
resolution  adopted  by  the  Board  at  Atglen, 
Pennsylvania. 

M.R.C  Overseas  Program 

1.   Ethiopia 

The  unit  is  carrying  on  a  dual  service:  a 
medical  program  at  Nazareth  and  teaching 
in  the  schools  at  Addis  Ababa.  Eleven  young 
people  served  in  the  Nazareth  unit  during 
the  year  and  five  others  taught  in  the  schools. 
The  schoolteachers  served  on  the  same  basis 
as  the  other  relief  workers,  turning  in  their 
government  salaries  to  the  unit  fund  and 
receiving  their  transportation,  maintenance, 
and  ten  dollar  a  month  relief  worker  allow- 
ance. The  unit  has  recently  become  self- 
supporting,  due  to  the  earnings  from  the 
hospital  and  the  teachers'  salaries. 

During  the  year  clinic  patients  averaged 
about  2800  per  month  and  the  daily  census 
in  the  hospital  averaged  about  23  patients. 
The  hospital  staff  trained  native  dressers  who 
are  somewhat  comparable  to  our  nurse  aides. 
In  addition,  Bible  classes  were  held  for  na- 
tive staff  members  who  were  interested  in 
studying  the  Bible. 

Plans  are  now  under  way  for  the  gradual 
transfer  of  the  Ethiopian  work  to  the  Eastern 


Mennonite  Board  of  Missions  and  Charities 
over  a  period  of  two  years.  According  to  a 
recent  agreement  worked  out  by  Brother 
O.  O.  Miller  on  the  field  and  approved  by 
M.R.C.  and  the  Eastern  Board  at  home  the 
Eastern  Board  will  provide  the  medical  direc- 
tion and  spiritual  leadership  at  Nazareth  be- 
ginning in  June,  1950.  M.R.C.  is  to  provide 
a  nurse,  dietitian,  bookkeeper-secretary,  and 
five  teachers  to  be  sent  out  this  summer,  each 
for  a  term  of  two  years.  After  these  workers 
have  been  appointed,  M.R.C.  will  not  plan 
to  replace  workers  whose  terms  expire,  but 
will  gradually  turn  over  the  administration 
of  the  work  to  the  Eastern  Board. 

2.   Belgium 

M.R.C.  has  maintained  four  workers  in 
Belgium  during  the  past  year.  Three  of 
them  worked  out  of  the  Brussels  center  and 
one  served  in  a  private  children's  home  oper- 
ated by  a  Christian  minister.  The  large 
share  of  the  Belgium  ministry  was  directed 
to  the  many  displaced  persons  in  that  country. 
One  of  the  workers  gave  full  time  to  working 
with  Pastor  Grikman,  an  evangelical  minis- 
ter serving  the  D.P.'s.  Our  worker  provided 
the  transportation  so  that  Brother  Grikman 
could  visit  the  D.P.  camps.  Food,  clothing, 
Bibles,  and  Scripture  portions  were  distrib- 
uted. In  addition,  the  committee  gave  par- 
tial support  to  three  of  Pastor  Grikman's 
helpers. 

The  work  of  the  Belgium  unit  is  con- 
tinuing until  the  Board  can  find  and  appoint 
a  qualified  couple  to  take  over  the  Brussels 
center  with  the  intent  of  establishing  a  mis- 
sion program  in  Belgium.  According  to  pres- 
ent plans  a  couple  will  be  sent  to  Belgium  by 
the  Board  this  fall. 

3.    Puerto  Rico 

La  Plata  Mennonite  Project  was  taken  over 
by  M.R.C.  on  January  1,  1950,  as  per  previous 
agreement  with  M.C.C.  The  La  Plata  Men- 
nonite property  had  been  purchased  in  1947 
by  the  Mission  Board,  with  the  exception  of 
the  parsonage  and  chapel  which  were  includ- 
ed in  the  transfer.  The  final  transfer  figure 
for  equipment,  supplies,  and  miscellaneous 
items,  after  a  twenty-five  per  cent  M.R.C. 
equity  in  M.C.C.  was  subtracted,  amounted 
to  $18,933.88.  This  was  further  reduced  by 
a  credit  to  M.R.C.  on  equipment  turned 
over  to  M.C.C.  by  the  Poland  unit  last  year 
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amounting  to  $1,875.50,  leaving  a  total  Puerto 
Rican  transfer  cost  of  $17,058.38  to  be  amor- 
tized over  a  period  of  ten  years  according  to 
previous  agreement.  The  La  Plata  property 
purchased  with  mission  funds  is  being  amor- 
tized with  relief  funds  at  the  rate  of  $3,500.00 
per  year  for  ten  years. 

The  service  program  in  Puerto  Rico  in- 
cludes three  areas  of  service:  medical,  com- 
munity, and  agricultural.  The  medical  pro- 
gram centers  in  the  La  Plata  hospital  and 
clinic  services  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Fred 
Swartzendruber  with  the  assistance  of  Dr. 
George  Troyer  of  the  mission.  Dr.  Walter 
Massanari  has  been  appointed  to  serve  as  a 
second  doctor  in  the  services  program  begin- 
ning this  fall.  The  hospital  contains  thirty 
beds  for  adults  and  five  for  children. 

The  community  program  includes  a  kin- 
dergarten,   a    community    paper,    supervised 


After  services  in  the  Pulguillas  garage  in 
Puerto  Rico. 


recreation,  industrial  projects  to  give  employ- 
ment to  local  citizens,  a  nutrition  program 
to  teach  the  importance  of  a  balanced  diet  to 
the  Puerto  Rican  nurse  aides  trained  in  the 
hospital  and  to  the  mothers  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  a  sanitation  program  providing  sani- 
tary privies  and  laboratory  tests  for  parasites 
in  stool  specimens  of  persons  thought  to  be 
suffering  from  parasites. 


The  agricultural  program  consists  of  ex- 
perimental work  designed  to  find  food  crops 
which  will  do  well  in  the  valley,  to  grow  food 
for  the  unit,  and  to  help  the  local  farmers  to 
improve  their  livestock  and  poultry.  The 
poultry  project  has  had  good  success  so  far 
in  placing  chicks  for  broilers  and  for  laying 
hens  into  the  hands  of  competent  local  farm- 
ers who  then  raise  them  under  the  supervision 
of  the  unit  director  of  the  poultry  project. 

M.R.C.  plans  to  maintain  a  unit  of  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty  continental  personnel  on 
the  island.  Where  possible,  work  is  done  by 
nationals.  There  are  thirty-three  Puerto  Ri- 
cans  working  in  the  unit  at  the  present  time. 

Since  the  total  Puerto  Rican  program  now 
comes  under  the  direction  of  the  Mennonite 
Board  of  Missions  and  Charities,  either 
through  its  Executive  or  Relief  Committees, 
a  definite  attempt  is  being  made  by  our  serv- 
ice workers  to  extend  the  service  program  to 
the  whole  mission  area. 

4.   Sicily 

Last  fall  at  the  request  of  several  of  our 
Virginia  brethren  who  had  been  in  Sicily 
during  the  summer  and  seen  the  physical  and 
spiritual  need  of  the  people  there  and  bap- 
tized one  sister  into  the  Mennonite  Church, 
the  committee  agreed  to  assist  them  in  a  relief 
project  in  Sicily  during  the  winter  by  provid- 
ing an  interpreter  for  Brother  Lewis  Martin 
when  he  went  to  Sicily  with  a  shipment  of 
clothing  for  distribution.  Accordingly  M.R.C. 
secured  the  services  of  Brother  Andrew  Cer- 
roni,  Freeport,  Illinois,  for  two  months  and 
sent  him  to  Sicily  as  a  special  commissioner 
to  work  with  Brother  Martin.  As  the  result 
of  their  work  a  young  man  was  baptized  and 
the  relief  goods  were  turned  over  to  Franca 
Ceraulo,  the  sister  previously  baptized,  for 
distribution  through  a  program  of  visitation 
in  the  city  of  Palermo. 

MENNONITE  SERVICE  UNITS 

1.   Year-round  Service 

So  far  we  have  only  one  continuing  unit. 
It  is  located  at  the  Kansas  City  General  Hos- 
pital, Kansas  City,  Missouri.  The  unit  lives 
in  a  house  owned  by  the  Mission  Board  and 
works  in  the  city  mission  program  under  the 
direction  of  Brother  Edward  Yoder  outside 
of  hospital  working  hours.  During  the  past 
year  we  have  tried  to  maintain  a  unit  of  ten 
people  in  the  hospital.  Twenty-eight  different 
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people  have  served  in  this  unit  since  it  began 
in  September,  1948.  Sister  Salina  Swartzen- 
druber  has  served  as  matron  of  the  unit  and 
contributed  a  great  deal  to  the  lives  of  the 
young  people. 

At  the  present  time  new  workers  seive 
three  months  on  a  voluntary  service  basis  in 
the  hospital  before  they  are  put  on  the  pay 
roll.  This  is  because  of  local  pressure  for  jobs. 
During  the  second  three  months  they  turn  in 
their  full  wage  to  the  unit  fund  and  receive 
the  regular  workers'  allowance  and  full  main- 
tenance. At  the  beginning  of  the  second  six 
months  of  service  they  keep  approximately 
half  of  their  wages  and  turn  in  the  other 
half  to  the  unit  fund.  They  also  contribute 
a  small  amount  of  what  they  keep  toward 
the  food  fund  of  the  unit.  Thus,  the  unit  is 
self-supporting. 

The  main  reason  for  not  starting  more 
long-term  projects  is  the  lack  of  personnel. 
The  Puerto  Rican  unit  requires  a  large  num- 
ber of  persons  and  there  was  an  almost  com- 
plete turnover  in  personnel  there  this  year, 
making  the  securing  of  personnel  for  further 
long-term  projects  difficult.  However,  other 
projects  are  available  when  we  have  the 
people  to  man  them. 

2.  Winter  Units 

During  the  past  winter  we  had  two  build- 
ers' units  in  operation:  one  on  the  Hesston 
College  campus  helping  to  build  the  new 
science  hall  and  one  at  La  Junta,  Colorado, 
helping  to  build  the  new  nurses'  home.  These 
units  were  made  up  of  young  men  from  the 
farm  who  wanted  to  give  time  in  service 
during  the  winter  months.  The  administra- 
tors of  both  institutions  have  expressed  ap- 
preciation for  the  help  of  these  young  men 
who  worked  on  a  voluntary  service  basis  and 
whose  support  was  provided  for  out  of  the 
building  funds  for  their  respective  projects. 
We  plan  to  continue  this  type  of  unit  during 
the  coming  year. 

A  colporteur  unit  served  in  the  area  around 
Wild  Cat,  Kentucky,  during  October  and 
November,  1949,  selling  Bibles  and  religious 
books,  making  a  complete  community  sur- 
vey, and  assisting  with  visitation  work  dur- 
ing an  evangelistic  campaign.  The  results  of 
their  survey  are  on  file  in  the  Elkhart  office 
for  use  by  anyone  who  is  interested  in  mis- 
sion work  in  that  area. 

3.  Summer  Units 

One  hundred  and  seventeen  young  people 


served  in  the  1949  summer  program  in  23 
different  units:  5  city  mission  units,  5  rural 
mission  units,  2  combined  rural  and  city 
mission  units,  3  child  welfare  units,  2  general 
hospital  units,  2  old  people's  home  units,  a 
builders'  unit,  a  youth  team,  a  colporteur 
team,  and  a  unit  at  Piney  Woods  School 
(colored),  Mississippi.  A  statistical  survey 
of  the  summer  program  from  its  inception 
shows  the  following  figures: 

1944  1945  1946  1947  1948  1949 
No.  of  units  1  3  7  13  14  23 
No.  persons  4  15  30  55  69  117 
The  1950  program  promises  to  be  about 
the  same  size  as  last  year.  It  has  been  more 
difficult  to  get  the  special  personnel  needed 
for  certain  units;  consequently,  they  have 
been  canceled.  No  doubt  the  increase  in  local 
programs  has  influenced  the  number  of  vol- 
unteers. During  the  past  year  the  Franconia 
Conference  and  the  Pacific  Coast  Conference 
have  taken  steps  toward  organizing  voluntary 
service  projects  among  their  members.  The 
Ontario,  Illinois,  and  Lancaster  conferences 
had  previously  inaugurated  such  programs. 

4.   The  Future  of  V.S. 

The  impetus  given  to  voluntary  service  by 
the  1948  draft  law  has  subsided.  This  is  good 
because  it  puts  the  motivation  for  voluntary 
service  on  a  sounder  basis,  the  Biblical  basis 
of  love  for  others  as  demonstrated  and  taught 
by  Jesus.  It  is  bad  because  it  reveals  that  too 
many  of  us  continue  to  be  influenced  by  ex- 
ternal motivations  which  affect  us  personally 
rather  than  being  constrained  to  serve  out  of 
a  heart  of  love  for  God  and  our  fellow  men. 

We  believe  in  ministering  to  human  need, 
both  physical  and  spiritual.  We  believe  that 
voluntary  service  enlarges  that  ministry  and 
provides  avenues  of  service  for  an  increasing 
number  of  our  young  people.  We  believe  also 
that  materialism  as  such  is  one  of  the  greatest 
deterrents  to  voluntary  service.  We  can  com- 
bat materialism  in  the  world  and  in  the 
church  through  voluntary  service  because  it 
demonstrates  unselfishness,  a  Christian  virtue 
increasingly  uncommon  in  our  world.  Where 
are  the  young  people  and  the  funds  necessary 
to  meet  human  need  among  the  enlarging 
company  of  migrants  in  our  country?  Among 
the  racial  minorities?  Among  the  juvenile 
delinquents?  May  God  help  us  to  catch  the 
vision  necessary  to  keep  these  from  perishing 
among  us! 
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SPECIAL  SERVICES 

1.    C.P.S.  Grants 

The  committee  continued  its  co-operation 
with  the  Mennonite  Board  of  Education  to 
give  financial  aid  toward  school  tuition  to 
young  men  who  served  in  C.P.S.  Most  of 
those  benefiting  from  this  aid  at  the  present 
time  are  those  who  went  into  relief  service 
immediately  after  their  discharge  and  have 
returned  to  our  schools  for  further  training. 
Although  $12,000.00  was  contributed  during 
the  past  year  for  such  aid,  we  expect  a  very 
significant  decrease  in  further  contributions 
this  year. 

2.    Foreign  Student  Travel 

The  committee  agreed  to  grant  $1,000.00 
for  the  1949-50  school  year  toward  travel  ex- 
pense for  worthy  foreign  students  attending 
our  church  schools.  No  further  contributions 
in  this  area  are  being  planned  by  the  com- 
mittee at  present. 

M.C.C.  Program  Support 

The  committee  has  continued  its  support 
of  the  M.C.C.  relief  program  as  funds  were 
available.  All  funds  for  refugee  migration 
were  disbursed  through  M.C.C.  In  addition 
the  committee  has  made  regular  contribu- 
tions to  M.C.C.  V.S.  and  has  also  contributed 
during  the  year  to  the  M.C.C.  mental  health 
program.  This  has  been  done  because  M.R.C. 
represents  one  of  the  M.C.C.  constituent 
groups. 

Your  committee  has  attempted  during  the 
year  to  study  carefully  the  relief  and  service 
activities  for  which  it  is  responsible  through 
its  own  program  and  the  program  of  M.C.C. 
By  M.R.C.  request  our  M.C.C.  representatives 
brought  a  statement  on  M.C.C.  mental  health 
policy  to  the  June  10  conjoint  meeting  of  the 
Executive,  Missions,  and  Relief  Committees 
in  order  to  help  us  clarify  our  policy  in  this 
area  in  the  light  of  the  developments  in  men- 
tal health  during  the  last  several  years.  We 
have  used  as  a  basis  for  these  studies  the 
statement  of  M.R.C.-M.C.C.  relationship  and 
responsibilities  as  outlined  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Mennonite  Board  of  Missions  and 
Charities  at  Atglen,  Pennsylvania,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  1947  annual  report,  pp.  20,  21. 
Further  study  of  the  Biblical  basis  for  our 
relief  and  service  activities  and  their  place  in 
the  total  program  of  the  church  is  contem- 
plated for  the  coming  year. 


FINANCES 

The  actual  contributions  during  the  past 
year  totaled  $137,567.52,  which  is  $59,794.34 
less  than  the  previous  year.  However,  the 
committee  is  planning  to  reduce  its  units 
abroad.  The  Ethiopian  unit  has  become  self- 
supporting  through  the  contributions  of  the 
teachers'  salaries.  The  Mission  Board  is  plan- 
ning to  send  a  couple  to  Belgium  this  fall  to 
take  charge  of  the  Brussels  center.  We  antici- 
pate closing  the  relief  phase  of  the  Belgium 
work  during  the  next  year. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  La  Plata  Mennonite 
Project  in  Puerto  Rico  will  require  around 
$25,000.00  expenditure  during  the  year  in 
addition  to  the  $20,000.00  earned  by  the  hos- 
pital and  the  $20,000.00  government  subsidy 
granted  on  the  basis  of  the  hospital  census. 

The  committee  has  budgeted  its  expense 
for  the  six  months  April  1  to  September  30, 
1950,  at  $12,760.00  per  month  with  the  under- 
standing that  M.C.C.  funds  will  be  sent  as 
available.  We  are  committed  to  providing 
$25,000.00  for  Puerto  Rico  and  taking  care 
of  our  voluntary  service  program  which  cost 
us  $19,667.17  during  the  past  year,  including 
administrative  expenses.  In  order  to  take 
care  of  these  needs  we  suggest  that  our  con- 
gregations continue  to  give  their  fifty  cents 
per  member  per  month  toward  the  relief  and : 
service  program. 

CONCLUSION 

Since  emergency  relief  needs  may  quickly 
develop  because  of  the  political  tensions  in 
the  world,  your  committee  expects  to  be  alert 
to  such  needs  and  ready  to  help  wherever 
possible.  For  example,  great  need  obtains  in 
China  at  the  present  time,  but  help  cannot 
be  sent  due  to  existing  political  conditions. 
We  are  certain  that  should  emergency  relief 
needs  arise  during  the  coming  year  where 
relief  can  be  given,  our  people  will  respond 
as  generously  as  they  have  in  the  past. 

Further  expansion  of  voluntary  service  will 
be  dependent  upon  the  support  of  our  con- 
stituency with  personnel  and  funds.  The 
needs  and  the  divine  imperative  are  ever  with 
us.  Jesus  ordained  and  commissioned  His 
disciples  to  preach  the  Gospel  and  minister 
to  physical  need.   We  dare  do  no  less. 

Your     committee     earnestly     solicits     the 
prayers  of  the  Board  and  the  church  in  ac- 
complishing the  task  assigned  to  it. 
C.  L.  Graber,  Chairman. 
Levi  C.  Hartzler,  Executive  Secretary. 
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Report  of  Auxiliary  Organization 

Report  of  the  Women's  Missionary  Sewing  Circle 

Organization 

Report  of  the  President 
(For  the  year  ending  March  31,  1950) 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Women's  Mis- 
sionary and  Sewing  Circle  Auxiliary  was  held 
at  Hesston,  Kansas,  on  Tuesday  morning, 
June  14,  1949.  A  large  audience  heard  sub- 
jects discussed  which  were  related  to  our 
work  in  China,  Puerto  Rico,  India,  and 
South  America,  as  well  as  the  responsibility 
and  opportunity  of  the  mother  with  her 
daughter  in  the  home  and  in  the  circles.  All 
present  were  filled  with  renewed  desire  to 
stand  by  those  who  serve  in  distant,  lonely, 
and  difficult  places,  and  to  see  the  needs  of 
those  close  by  who  can  be  helped  through 
the  work  of  our  local  circles. 

In  connection  with  this  meeting,  a  dele- 
gates' meeting  was  held.  Fifteen  district  dele- 
gates with  the  Executive  Committee  and 
other  interested  members  attended.  The  pub- 
lishing of  the  Missionary  Sewing  Circle 
Monthly,  distribution  of  the  Prayer  Booklet, 
and  other  sewing  circle  problems  were  dis- 
cussed. The  election  of  officers  was  also  held 
with  the  following  results:  vice-president, 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Horst,  2  years;  secretary  of  girls' 
work,  Mrs.  H.  D.  Groh,  2  years;  secretary, 
Mrs.  Walter  Yordy,  3  years. 

It  has  been  our  purpose  during  the  year  to 
aid  missions,  schools,  charitable  institutions, 
and  the  needy,  both  home  and  foreign,  as 
well  as  to  organize  and  co-ordinate  the  sew- 
ing circle  work  of  the  church  among  our 
members.  There  has  been  good  interest,  but 
our  report  is  not  as  complete  as  last  year. 
This  year  the  same  number  of  circles  report- 
ed with  total  receipts  of  $179,970.49  instead 
of  $182,711.72.  The  cash  contribution  with 
the  treasurer  was  $8,806.34  compared  to 
$7,134.30  of  1949. 

During  this  past  year  the  circles  continued 
their  support  of  La  Junta  Nursing  School. 
Since  the  Board  of  Education  has  now  taken 
over  the  operation  of  the  La  Junta  Nursing 
School,  arrangement  has  been  made  by  the 
two  boards  that  from  April   1   of  this  year 


such  donations  should  come  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  Board  of  Education.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  during  the  month  of  April 
$373.91  was  contributed  in  this  way.  It  is, 
however,  clear  that  if  the  amounts  requested 
for  the  operation  of  the  School  of  Nursing 
are  to  be  met,  wider  publicity  must  be  given 
to  the  needs  of  our  program  of  nursing  edu- 
cation. 

The  request  for  $700.00  for  the  India  Home 
Economics  Room  this  past  year  has  not  been 
fully  met.  A  total  of  $205.38  was  contributed 
by  circles  and  $300.00  by  Goshen  College 
students.  Others  have  written  that  they  are 
interested,  and  we  hope  the  full  amount  will 
soon  be  realized.  A  large  shipment  of  sup- 
plies has  again  been  sent  to  India  this  year. 
But  because  of  conditions  in  India  and  the 
high  rate  of  duty  to  be  paid,  the  missionaries 
have  requested  for  the  coming  year,  certain 
amounts  of  money  needed  to  buy  the  materials 
in  India  instead  of  the  circles  making  things 
here  or  buying  them  and  sending  them  over. 
There  are  other  projects  which  need  money 
instead  of  material.  This  need  presents  a 
problem,  as  many  of  our  sisters  prefer  to  sew 
and  have  time  and  talent  to  give  instead  of 
cash.  Perhaps  there  is  a  way  out  if  the  work- 
ing girls  and  younger  married  sisters,  who 
are  unable  to  attend  sewing  circle  meeting 
because  of  circumstances  at  home,  support 
such  projects  with  cash  gifts.  We  should 
encourage  more  of  our  sisters  to  become  as- 
sociate members  and  enlist  others  to  become 
active  members.  If  we  are  faithful  and  con- 
secrate our  time,  talent,  or  possessions,  the 
work  of  the  church  will  certainly  go  forward. 

During  the  past  few  months  the  sisters  of 
the  near-by  districts  have  very  enthusiastically 
supported  the  Goshen  College  Auditorium 
Cafeteria  Fund.  At  the  end  of  April  $2,372.33 
had  been  contributed.  The  Women's  Mis- 
sionary and  Sewing  Circle  Committee  is  very 
grateful  for  this  response.  We  feel  confident 
that  wherever  there  is  a  need  our  sisters  will 
respond,  whether  it  is  for  home  or  foreign 
need. 
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We  are  grateful  for  the  growing  subscrip- 
tion list  to  the  Missionary  Sewing  Circle 
Monthly  and  the  Prayer  Booklet.  As  noted 
in  the  report  of  the  Literature  Secretary,  we 
regret  that  the  Prayer  Booklet  is  not  being 
as  widely  used  as  we  would  like.  This  book- 
let has  been  a  traditional  part  of  this  organiza- 
tion for  many  years,  and  it  is  the  feeling  of 
our  committee  that  we  would  like  to  retain  it. 
We  are  undertaking  some  plans  in  the  im- 
provement of  its  contents  and  arrangement 
of  the  material  which  we  hope  will  enhance 
its  usefulness.  If  we  know  and  pray  as  indi- 
viduals and  as  groups  God  can  release  His 
power  through  us.  "Study  to  shew  thyself 
approved  unto  God,  a  workman  that  needeth 
not  to  be  ashamed." 

Mrs.  Ernest  E.  Miller,  President. 

Report  of  General  Secretary  of  Adult  Circles 

1949-50 

Number  of  circles  338 

Receipts  163,480.00 

Number  of  workers  8,049 

Garments                         74,857  plus  8,439  lbs. 

Bedding  7,328 

Linens  8,212 

Baby  pieces  17,060 
Provisions: 

Quarts  41,446 
Eggs  (dozen)  3,914 
Pounds  24,248 
Kits  2,459 
Coverings  and  Bonnets  2,674 
Shoes  3,706 
Hose  4,746 
There  were  thousands  of  small  articles,  yard- 
age of  goods,  small  items,  summer  Bible 
school  materials. 

Full  Report  of  All  Circles 

Number  of  circles  reported  490 

Receipts  179,970.49 

Number  of  members  11,057 

Garments                         82,456  plus  8,439  lbs. 

-Bedding  8,084 

Linens  10,588 

Baby  pieces  25,221 
Provisions: 

Quarts  41,446 

Eggs  (dozen)  3,914 

Pounds  24,248 

Kits  2,559 

Coverings  and  Bonnets  2,674 

Shoes  4,381 

Hose  5,352 


The  report  of  this  year's  work  of  the  Sew- 
ing Circles  of  the  United  States  and  Canada 
includes  Puerto  Rico,  the  Argentine,  and 
India. 

Money  and  materials  given  for  the  needy 
and  lost  shows  a  part  of  our  testimony  as 
Christian  women. 

Let  us  not  forget  our  ministry  of  prayer 
and  living  for  Him  day  by  day. 

Alma  Yordy,  Secretary. 

Report  of  Girls'  Activities  Secretary 

Number  of  circles  reported  152 

Number  of  members  3,008 

Receipts  16,490.49 

Garments  7,599 

Articles  of  bedding  756 

Pieces  of  linen  2,376 

plus  $35  worth  of  sheets 
Baby  pieces  8,161 

Provisions: 

Eggs  (dozen)  7 

Quarts  of  food  1,552 

Grocery  pounds  19 

Miscellaneous: 

Yardage  material  50( 

plus  $12.50  cash 

Shoes  (pair)  675 

Hose  (pair)  606 

Kits  100 

Christmas  baskets  8 

Toys,  books,  and  other  varied  articles  5,047 

With  a  new  conference  district  organized 

we  again  have  a  few  more  circles.  There  are 

more  also  in  other  districts  and  a  decrease  in 

some  where  the  intermediates  have  become 

a  part  of  the  senior  circles.    Though  some 

districts  show  an  increase  in  funds  with  the 

increase  in  circles,  on  the  whole  there  is  a 

decided  decrease  in  the  receipts  as  compared 

with  last  year. 

The  interest  is  keen.  Very  worth-while 
projects  have  been  undertaken,  many  showing: 
practical  Christianity,  such  as  providing  for 
the  needs  of  the  poor  in  the  community,  and 
helping,  the  aged  with  cleaning.  A  city  child 
was  taken  to  the  country  to  spend  a  few 
days  with  each  member  of  a  sewing  circle, 
during  which  time  she  was  outfitted  with 
clothes  and  given  a  Bible.  Shoe  drives  have 
been  engaged  in.  Some  of  the  juniors  and 
intermediates  meet  conjointly  with  the  seniors, 
by  which  projects  may  be  co-ordinated,  each 
group  doing  that  part  of  the  work  best  suited 
to  the  age  and  ability  of  its  members.  These? 
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meetings  tend  to  bring  about  greater  unity 
and  co-operation  among  the  sisters,  strength- 
ening them  in  aim  and  purpose  in  church  life. 
Many  groups  are  seeking  to  improve  their 
devotional  periods. 

We  have  encouraged  the  juniors  to  make 
missionary  scrapbooks,  especially  utilizing  the 
pictures  and  information  in  their  Sunday- 
school  papers.  This  is  a  splendid  opportunity 
for  their  sponsors  to  create  and  instill  mis- 
sionary interest  in  our  younger  members. 

As  we  labor  for  Him  may  we  learn  of  Him. 
Humbly  submitted, 
Cora  Groh. 

Report  of  the  Sewing  Secretary 

As  we  look  back  over  another  year's  work 
we  find  our  sisters  have  been  busy  in  their 
respective  circles.  Again  they  have  responded 
to  calls  and  requests  for  various  needs,  each 
district  supplying  the  needs  of  the  missions 
and  institutions  in  their  district.  They  have 
prepared  kits,  remodeled  clothing,  bought 
new  at  bargain  sales,  made  bedding,  layettes, 
and  many  kinds  of  garments,  as  reported  by 
the  General  Secretary.  They  have  dried  and 
canned  fruits,  conducted  used  clothing  and 
shoe  drives,  and  helped  the  poor  and  needy 
in  their  communities. 

The  need  for  adult  patient  gowns  at  the 
La  Junta  Hospital  was  quickly  met,  and  more 
offers  to  help  were  received  than  needed. 

The  following  order,  made  or  bought  by 
the  sewing  circles,  was  packed  at  our  home 
into  large  steel  barrels  and  sent  to  India: 
Women's  skirts  Pillow  cases 

Women's  blouses  Blankets 

Girls'  dresses  Bed  quilts 

Short  coats  Comforter 

Boys'  shirts  Neware  covers 

Towels  T  Binders 

Washcloths  Tray  covers 

Curtains  Hospital  aprons 

Stretcher  covers  Bedspreads 

Quilted  pads  Small  rugs 

Thin  hospital  quilts       Rolls  bandage 
Sand  bags  Curtain  yardage 

Sheets 

A  number  of  stuffed  toys  and  games 
Pictures  for  walls  of  sickroom 
$20.00  for  sleeping  nets  was  also  donated 
May  we  do  our  work  cheerfully  and  well, 
knowing  the  Lord  will  bless  our  efforts,  as 
we  do  it  "unto  Him." 

In  His  service, 

Mrs.  Paul  Yoder. 


Report  of  Secretary  of  Literature 

1949-50 

During  the  past  year  the  Missionary  Sew- 
ing Circle  Monthly  was  issued  twelve  times 
and  the  new  Daily  Prayer  Calendar  is  now 
in  use.  Approximately  sixty-five  hundred 
copies  of  the  Missionary  Sewing  Circle 
Monthly  were  mailed  out  for  the  month  of 
May. 

We  realize  that  the  work  of  the  sewing 
circle  is  to  sew  and  prepare  garments  for 
the  needy,  but  we  need  also  to  read  and 
pray.  We  are  glad  that  most  of  the  sewing 
circles  are  taking  the  Monthly  and  thus  keep 
informed  as  to  the  needs  of  the  unfortunate 
ones  and  those  in  spiritual  darkness.  How- 
ever, the  Daily  Prayer  Calendar  is  not  being 
used  as  it  should  be.  Some  reports  of  the 
Literature  Secretaries  were  disappointing  in 
this  that  so  many  circles,  who  receive  a  large 
number  of  Monthlies,  do  not  list  so  many 
Daily  Prayer  Calendars. 

We  want  to  encourage  the  Literature  Secre- 
taries or  Secretaries  of  each  circle  to  make  a 
special  effort  to  get  the  Calendars  into  each 
home,  also  to  stress  the  advantage  to  the  home 
and  the  church  of  united  prayer. 

We  have  so  many  missionaries  at  home  and 
abroad,  as  well  as  institutions  and  church 
committees,  that  we  need  to  be  reminded  as 
to  who  they  all  are  and  where  they  are  work- 
ing, so  that  we  can  pray  intelligently.  Their 
names  are  found  in  the  Daily  Prayer  Calendar 
and  should  widen  the  horizon  of  our  prayers 
and  interest.  There  will  be  a  special  blessing 
when  we  all  pray  together. 

A  number  of  circles  have  written  letters  to 
missionaries  and  have  received  replies. 

We  hope  many  are  taking  advantage  of 
the  list  of  good  books  in  the  back  of  the  Daily 
Prayer  Calendar  for  choosing  reading  matter 
for  their  circles  and  families. 

While  devoting  much  time  and  effort  in 
aiding  those  in  physical  distress,  let  us  see  that 
we  ourselves  are  spiritually  renewed  through 
prayer  and  the  reading  of  the  Word  and 
other  Christian  literature. 

Fannie  H.  Lapp, 
Literature  Secretary. 

REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 

(For  the  year  ending  March  31,  1950) 
Cash  Balances — March  31,   1949 
Bible  and  Literature  Fund         11.97 
General  Expense  Fund  412.08 

Sewing   Circle   Monthly  70.74  (overdrawn) 

Booklet  of  Prayer  Fund  438.81 

Constitution   Printing   Fund       45.59  (overdrawn) 

746.53      746.53 


Cash  Balance— March  31,   1949 
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Receipts — Contributions  Received 


India  Missionary  Support: 

Ida  Beare 

690.73 

Mary  Good 

490.22 

•    Velma  Hostetler 

624.00 

Anna  Lois  Rohrer 

684.30 

Ruth  Elaine  Yoder 

50.00 

India  Bible  Woman 

263.50 

India  Medical 

350.82 

India  Home  Economics 

Rooms 

205.38 

India  Orphan 

44.00 

India  Women's  Work 

78.68 

Total  Receipts  for  India 

South  America  Missionary  Support: 
Ada  LitwilLer  36.00 

South  America  Bible  Reader  202.50 
South  America  Orphanage  152.04 
South  America  Medical  32.00 


Total  Receipts  for  South  America 

Total  Receipts  for  La  Junta 

La  Junta  Nurse    Support  972.95 

La  Junta  Sheet   and  Blanket 

Fund  429.65 

La  Junta  Nurses'    Home  10.00 

La  Junta  School   of   Nursing    140.00 


Other  Funds: 

Goshen  and  La  Junta  Schools 

of  Nursing  14.00 

Ozark  Teacher   Support — 

Marie  Kaufman  391.55 

Japan  Missionary  Support — 

Mrs.   Ralph   Buckwalter        389.00 
Puerto  Rican  Missionary 

Support— Elda  K.  Troyer      282.00 
Goshen  Girls'  Home  5.00 

Goshen  Auditorium 

Cafeteria  798.00 


Total  Receipts  for  Other  Funds 

General  Expense  Fund  192.19 

•    Sewing  Circle  Monthly  922.02 

Booklet  of  Prayer  Fund  355.81 


Total  Receipts  for 

Above  Funds  1470.02 

Deduct  Canadian 

Exchange  Charge     47.74 


Total  Receipts  for  Above  Funds 
Total  Contributions  for  the  Year 


Deficit  of  Constitution  Fund  closed 
to  General  Expense  Fund 


3481.63 


422.54 


1552.60 


1879.55 


1422.28 


8758.60 

9505.13 

45.59 


Disbursements 

India  Missionary  Support     2539.25 
Other  India  Funds  942.38 


Total  Paid  Out  to  India 
South  America  Missionary 

Support  36.00 

Other  South  America  Funds  386.54 


3481.63 


Total  Paid  Out  to  S.  America 

422.54 

La  Junta  Hospital 

1552.60 

Schools   of   Nursing 

14.00 

Ozark  Teacher  Support 

391.55 

Japan    Missionary    Support 

389.00 

Puerto  Rican  Missionary 

Support 

282.00 

Goshen  Girls'  Home 

5.00 

Goshen  Auditorium 

Cafeteria 

798.00 

Total  Paid  Out  for  Above  Funds 

1664.74 

Total  Disbursements  for  the  Year 
Cash  Balances,  March  31,  1950 

Bible   and   Literature   Fund        11.97 
Sewing   Circle   Monthly  26.69 

Prayer  Calendars  359.25 

General  Expense  Fund  153.90 


9001.06 


Total  551.81 

Canadian  Exchange 

Charge  47.74 


Cash  Balance 


504.07 


9505.13 
Paid  Out  of  General  Expense  Fund 

for  Overdrawn  Constitution  Fund  45.59 

Amanda   Frey,    Treasurer. 

Report  of  the  Auditor 

Archbold,    Ohio 
April    26,     1950 
Women's  Missionary  Sewing  Circle  Organization 
Mennonite  Board  of  Missions  and  Charities 
Elkhart,   Indiana 
To  Whom  It  May  Concern: 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  books  of 
the  Women's  Missionary  Sewing  Circle  Organization 
as  kept  by  the  Treasurer,  Amanda  Frey,  Archbold, 
Ohio.  I  have  found  them  to  be  neatly  and  accurately 
kept.  I  have  reconciled  the  check  book  balance  with 
the  bank  balance  as  shown  by  the  Farmers  &  Mer- 
chants State  Bank  of  Archbold,  Ohio.  The  balances 
of  the  various  accounts  are  correct  as  shown  on  the 
books. 

Respectfully    submitted, 
Signed:   Olen  L.   Britsch. 


Report  of  the  Child  Welfare  Committee 


To   the  Mennonite   Board  of  Missions  and 

Charities 

This  is  the  first  report  of  the  new  Child 
Welfare  Committee  which  was  appointed  on 
July  14,  1949,  by  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Mennonite  Board  of  Missions  and 
Charities.  Members  of  the  committee  are: 
J.  D.  Graber,  secretary  of  the  Mission  Board; 
A.  Lloyd  Swartzendruber,  Kalona,  Iowa; 
Ivan  Miller,  Corry,  Pennsylvania;  Aha 
Schrock,  Goshen,  Indiana;  C.  Richard  Yoder, 
M.D.,  Bloomington,  Illinois;  Paul  Bender, 
Goshen,  Indiana;  E.  C.  Bender  of  the  Mission 
Board;  Grant  Stoltzfus,  Scottdale,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


This  committee  was  appointed  "to  increase 
the  scope  and  effectiveness  of  our  child  wel- 
fare program."  This  effort  was  outlined  by 
the  Board  Executive  Committee  in  the  re- 
organization plan  that  was  sent  to  the  com- 
mittee members.  The  following  goals  were 
set  forth: 

1.  Seek  to  give  to  each  child  in  our  insti- 
tutions loving  concern  and  care,  in  addition 
to  employing  those  methods  and  practices  of 
child  welfare  recommended  and  found  use- 
ful by  standard  welfare  agencies. 

2.  Employ  such  methods  as  a  summer 
camp  for  underprivileged  children,  cottage 
and   village  plan  of   serving   children  from 
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broken  homes  and  adopting  any  other  means 
for  doing  effective  work  in  the  child  welfare 
area  that  recommend  themselves  as  practical 
and  sound. 

3.  Seek  to  operate  a  program  of  child 
placement  in  Mennonite  homes  on  a  church- 
wide  basis,  using  qualified  case  worker  or 
workers. 

4.  Appoint  qualified  persons  with  social 
service  training  as  heads  of  our  child  welfare 
institutions. 

The  duties  of  the  committee  were  outlined 
as  follows: 

1.  It  shall  serve  as  a  policy-making  and 
advisory  committee  and  shall  carry  out  ad- 
ministrative functions  as  designated  by  the 
Executive  Committee. 

2.  The  direction  of  the  child  welfare  pro- 
gram of  the  Board,  the  present  children's 
homes,  as  well  as  any  new  project  that  may 
be  undertaken,  shall  be  the  responsibility  of 
the  committee. 

3.  The  committee  shall  recommend  an  an- 
nual budget  for  the  work  under  its  direction, 
both  building  and  operating,  and  shall  present 
it  to  the  Executive  Committee  annually  by 
May  1. 

4.  The  committee  shall  recommend  annual- 
ly to  the  Executive  Committee  a  superintend- 
ent and  matron  for  each  home  or  institution, 
as  well  as  all  trained  personnel  serving  in  a 
general  supervisory  or  directing  capacity. 
Meeting  of  the  Committee  at  West  Liberty 

There  has  been  one  meeting  with  nearly 
all  members  of  the  committee  present.  This 
took  place  at  the  West  Liberty  Children's 
Home  on  September  23  and  24  of  1949.  At 
this  meeting  problems  of  the  West  Liberty 
Home  were  discussed.  The  meeting  of  more 
than  minimum  requirements  for  adoption 
and  for  a  Home  program  was  recommended. 
It  was  also  advised  that  study  plans  be  put 
on  paper  to  improve  the  physical  plant.  It 
was  also  felt  that  a  registered  nurse  should 
be  on  the  staff  and  that  a  psychologist  be 
employed  once  a  year  to  give  tests  to  the 
children.  It  would  seem  that  the  problem  of 
securing  adoptable  children  awaits  the  im- 
provement of  our  rating  by  the  state  and 
this  in  turn  calls  for  a  trained  social  worker 
to  be  connected  with  the  Home.  The  need 
for  trained  social  workers  with  the  church's 
viewpoint  is  one  need  that  has  become  quite 
clear  to  the  committee  in  its  first  year  of 
service. 


Plans  for  the  Mennonite  Youth  Village  at 
White  Pigeon  in  southern  Michigan  were 
laid  at  this  meeting.  This  Village  is  located 
on  171  acres  of  attractive  Michigan  country- 
side. In  the  fall  of  1949  a  service  unit  direct- 
ed by  J.  E.  Brunk  cleared  the  woods.  In  1950 
with  the  help  of  another  service  unit  build- 
ings are  to  be  erected  for  a  summer  camp. 
Four  buildings  are  planned  for.  Leroy  and 
Laura  June  Garber  have  moved  to  the  Youth 
Village  to  serve  as  director  and  matron.  San- 
ford  Eash  has  been  especially  helpful  with 
advice  on  farming  possibilities  of  this  acreage. 
Good  conservation  practices  will  be  followed. 
Mennonite  congregations  are  interested  in 
giving  and  helping. 

The  M.Y.V.  is  to  serve  as  a  summer  camp 
for  underprivileged  children  from  our  city 
missions  and  elsewhere.  Christian  teaching 
with  an  evangelistic  goal  is  planned  for  the 
children  who  will  vacation  here.  The  Village 
is  under  a  local  board  consisting  of  Paul 
Bender,  Levi  C.  Hartzler,  J.  E.  Brunk,  San- 
ford  Eash,  and  Alta  Schrock. 

Publicity  and  promotion  of  the  whole  idea 
of  child  welfare  with  a  missionary  incentive 
was  discussed  also.  A  publicity  committee  of 
A.  Lloyd  Swartzendruber,  Alta  Schrock,  and 
the  secretary  was  appointed.  Articles  from 
experienced  workers  should  appear  in  our 
church  papers.  Recruitment  of  personnel  for 
child  welfare  work  was  also  discussed.  The 
meeting  closed  with  a  special  session  of  prayer 
in  behalf  of  those  in  training  for  child  wel- 
fare work. 

Meeting  of  Committee  Members  at  Goshen 

On  February  18,  1950,  four  members  of 
the  committee  met  at  Goshen  to  discuss  sev- 
eral matters.  Meeting  with  the  committee 
were  three  graduate  students  in  the  field  of 
social  work.  They  were:  Robert  Ekeland  and 
Lester  Glick,  students  in  child  welfare  at 
Ohio  State  University,  and  Orval  Shoemaker, 
who  is  studying  in  the  same  field  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago.  These  students  are  con- 
centrating in  child  welfare  with  a  view  to 
serving  in  the  church's  program.  They  de- 
scribed their  schoolwork  and  commented  too 
on  the  problems  of  establishing  our  child 
welfare  program  on  a  thoroughly  Christian 
basis,  one  that  will  at  the  same  time  combine 
the  best  psychologist  insight. 

At  this  same  meeting  further  discussions 
took  place  about  Mennonite  Youth  Village. 
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The  Garbers  and  Sanford  Eash  met  briefly 
with  the  committee. 

Publicity 

Articles  on  child  welfare  for  our  church 
papers  have  been  and  are  being  prepared. 
Some  of  these  are  by  experienced  workers, 
others  by  students,  others  by  members  of  the 
committee.  An  occasional  Child  Welfare 
Letter  is  prepared  by  the  secretary  and  is 
mailed  out  to  interested  persons.  Other  plans 
include  folders  and  leaflets. 

Some  Findings  of  the  Child  Welfare 
Committee 

In  our  short  period  of  service,  one  of  mere- 
ly beginning  our  orientations,  we  can  report 
some  important  findings.    Here  are  a  few: 

1.  As  a  church  we  can  draw  on  a  rich  past 
experience  in  our  children's  homes.  In  these 
homes  an  inconspicuous  but  noble  missionary 
work  has  been  done  and  must  continue  with 
adaptations  to  the  needs  of  the  times.  While 
there  is  some  shift  from  institutional  care  to 
home  care,  there  is  still  a  need  for  the  institu- 
tion. G.  S.  Eberly,  superintendent  of  the 
Mennonite  Children's  Home  at  Millersville, 
comments  in  a  letter  to  the  secretary  that  it 
is  now  about  forty  years  ago  that  we  estab- 
lished children's  homes,  but  he  adds  "we  did 
not  enlarge  the  work."  Now  is  the  time,  he 
feels,  for  us  to  go  forward  again. 

2.  In  different  quarters  of  the  churches 
there  is  a  fine  awakening  to  the  challenge  of 
child  welfare.  Camp  Ebenezer  at  Millers- 
burg,  Ohio,  is  an  example  of  a  new  effort  in 
behalf  of  underprivileged  children  from 
Youngstown  and  Cleveland.  The  goal  of 
this  camp  has  been  so  well  stated  by  its  lead- 
er, Tillie  Yoder,  that  I  feel  led  to  quote  it: 
"The  camp  staff  strives  toward  the  goal  of 
leading  every  boy  and  girl  to  a  deeper  under- 
standing of  Biblical  truth,  and  those  who  are 
old  enough,  to  a  personal  acceptance  of  Jesus 
Christ."  It  should  be  pointed  out  that  nearly 
seventy-five  boys  and  girls  have  made  deci- 
sions for  Christ  through  the  camp  experience. 
At  least  twenty  have  been  received  into 
church  membership. 

In  Ontario  a  fine  program  of  foster  home 
care  and  adoption  is  making  headway.  In 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  members  of  the  Cones- 
toga  and  Maple  Grove  churches  have  formed 
a  corporation,  bought  a  farm,  and  are  con- 
ditioning it  for  children  from  Philadelphia 
and  other  cities. 


Still  other  efforts  are  taking  place  which 
space  does  not  allow  for  describing  and  which 
at  this  writing  are  not  far  enough  on  to 
warrant  public  mention. 

3.  In  contacts  and  correspondence  the  com- 
mittee has  learned  of  persons  who  contem- 
plate devoting  their  time  to  child  welfare 
work  in  some  way  or  another.  One  young 
couple  in  Pennsylvania  writes:  "We  are  both 
very  much  interested  in  the  child  welfare 
program.    We  are  hoping  that  we  might  in 


Workmen  at  the  Mennonite  Youth  Village,  White 

Pigeon,    Mich.     J.    E.    Brunk,    supervisor    of 

construction  work,  stands  to  the  left. 


some  way  fit  into  the  program."  This  couple, 
incidentally,  has  bought  some  land  and  in 
their  spare  time  are  conditioning  an  old  stone 
house  on  it  for  possible  use  in  children's 
village. 

A  student  at  one  of  our  church  schools  is 
studying  juvenile  delinquency  and  his  wife 
is  in  the  field  of  elementary  education.  Quot- 
ing from  this  letter:  "To  say  that  we  are 
interested  in  possible  work  under  the  Men- 
nonite Board  of  Missions  is  to  express  a 
strong  wish  and  desire  on  our  part." 

From  one  of  our  exchanges  in  France  a 
relief  worker  writes:  "How  often  as  I  go 
about  my  work  here  the  thought  comes  to 
me,  'This  very  same  work  could  and  should 
be  done  at  home.  Is  it  being  done?  Why  do 
we  come  to  Europe  and  work  under  language 
and  custom  handicaps  and  bear  the  added 
expense  of  sending  materials  this  distance 
and  at  the  same  time  possibly  neglect  similar 
opportunities  at  our  doors?'  " 
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Toward  the  Goals  of  a  Christian  Child 
Welfare  Program 

Your  committee  feels  that  it  has  a  long  way 
to  go  before  it  will  even  begin  to  see  some  of 
its  goals  achieved.  Yet  this  is  the  faith  that 
God  can  guide  and  bless  efforts  in  behalf  of 
a  child  welfare  program.  Many  Mennonite 
homes  desire  (and  deserve)  children  to  adopt. 
In  time  we  hope  to  operate  a  child  placement 
program  that  will  bring  together  worthy 
homes  and  adoptable  children.  Qualified 
workers  will  be  needed.  The  church  com- 
munity must  also  co-operate  if  children  are 
to  become  Christians.  We  hope  to  encourage 
foster  home  care  in  those  cases  where  adop- 
tion is  not  feasible.  Lasting  good  can  be 
done  through  foster  home  care.  We  hope  to 
strengthen  the  work  of  children's  homes 
through  encouraging  young  people  and  oth- 
ers to  enter  such  institutions  with  a  real  mis- 
sionary incentive.  We  also  hope  to  awaken 
local  congregations  and  homes  to  their  re- 
sponsibility to  support  these  homes  with  a 
renewed  interest. 


Summer  camps  for  children  on  the  cottage 
or  village  plan  are  or  can  be  an  effective 
means  of  bringing  the  Christian  message  and 
blessing  to  underprivileged  children.  We 
want  to  encourage  these  attempts  in  every 
way  possible. 

We  are  not  unmindful  of  the  financial 
problems.  We  feel,  however,  that  if  the 
money  our  people  spend  unnecessarily  on 
cars,  furniture,  and  the  like  were  given  to 
child  welfare  there  would  be  little  financial 
worry  for  some  time.  This  could  be  done 
without  anyone  lacking  a  single  convenience 
or  even  a  single  comfort. 

Finally,  your  committee  feels  that  it  is  not 
a  mistake  to  have  the  church's  child  welfare 
program  under  the  direction  of  its  Mission 
Board.  Here  is  where  such  a  program  be- 
longs and  here  it  can  be  best  integrated  into 
the  total  program  of  the  church. 

,  Respectfully  submitted, 

Grant  M.  Stoltzfus,  Secretary 
Child  Welfare  Committee. 


Report  of  the  La  Junta  Mennonite  Student 
Nurses'  Home  Building  Committee 


To    Members   of   the    Mennonite    Board   of 

Missions  and  Charities 
Greetings. 

A  year  has  now  passed  since  the  breaking 
of  the  ground  for  the  beginning  of  construc- 
tion of  our  Student  Nurses'  Home. 

Work  has  progressed  steadily  and  satis- 
factorily throughout  the  year  to  where  we 
are  almost  realizing  the  fulfillment  of  a  long 
and  urgent  need  in  the  development  of  the 
La  Junta  Mennonite  School  of  Nursing. 

The  building  has  developed  under  the  plan 
of  employing  a  construction  supervisor  who 
has  had  general  oversight  of  all  work  not 
contracted  and  where  contracted  he  has  had 
oversight  of  the  proper  fulfilling  of  those 
contracts. 

Bricklaying,  plastering,  electrical,  heating 
and  plumbing,  and  painting  were  each  let  to 
lowest  and  most  satisfactory  bids  as  well  as 


the  furnishing  of  most  items  of  material. 

There  has  been  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
either  labor  or  material. 

We  as  a  Building  Committee  feel  the  plan 
used  has  been  much  more  economical  than 
building  under  a  general  contract. 

Our  last  statement  of  expenses  of  April  19 
is  as  follows:  $123,037.58  has  been  paid  out 
and  after  a  careful  estimate  of  costs  for  com- 
pletion of  building  we  believe,  including  fur- 
nishing, our  total  cost  will  not  exceed 
$175,000.00. 

Practically  all  material  is  on  hand  for  com- 
pleting the  work  and  before  this  report  is 
read  to  the  General  Board  Meeting  it  is  ex- 
pected the  dormitory  portion  will  be  occu- 
pied and  if  funds  are  available  the  educational 
wing  should  be  near  completion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Paul  }.  Hershey,  Chairman. 
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Special  Reports 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  Missionary  Education 


To   the   Mennonite   Board   of   Missions   and 

Charities 
Dear  Brethren: 

The  Japan  mission  study  guide  has  been 
completed  and  is  now  being  used  with  the 
kit  of  suggested  materials.  Several  classes 
have  already  reported  as  being  in  progress. 

A  similar  course  of  mission  study  is  in 
preparation  for  Latin  America.  There  will 
perhaps  be  two  general  lessons  on  Latin 
America  with  about  four  lessons  each  on 
Argentina  and  Puerto  Rico,  with  special 
emphasis  on  our  mission  fields  in  these  coun- 
tries. There  should  also  be  two  lessons  on 
Spanish  work  in  the  United  States,  thus 
making  a  total  of  twelve  lessons  in  all.  This 
would  facilitate  accreditment  for  a  class  to 
do  six  lessons  for  one  unit  or  twelve  lessons 
for  two  units  of  credit. 

Should  there  be  a  study  course  on  home 
missions,  featuring  the  work  in  the  cities  and 
in  rural  fields?  This  would  include  work 
among  the  Spanish-speaking  people,  Negroes, 
Jews,  American  Indians,  etc.  Calls  come  to 
the  office  frequently  for  such  material. 

A  sampling  of  reports  of  mission  study 
classes  has  come  to  the  office.  We  have  re- 
ceived 47  such  reports  of  classes  held  during 
the  last  few  years,  using  mainly  the  guides 
and  kit  of  materials  that  have  been  prepared 
and  suggested  by  us.  We  believe,  however, 
that  there  have  been  many  more  classes  of 
which  we  have  no  record.  From  the  reports 
we  notice  that  most  of  the  classes  were  held 
at  the  time  of  the  midweek  meeting.  Also, 
the  largest  percentage  included  classes  for 
young  people.  Approximately  1,400  were  en- 
rolled in  these  47  classes. 

A  booklet,  "We  Enter  Japan"  is  in  prepara- 
tion and  will  be  completed  when  the  field 
has  been  located  in  Japan.  This  will  be  includ- 
ed in  the  kit.  Revised  materials  on  China  and 
India  are  inserted  in  the  kits  from  time  to 
time,  usually  in  mimeographed  form,  in  an 
attempt  to  keep  up  with  a  changing  situation 
in  those  countries. 

For  the  study  of  Puerto  Rico,  a  booklet 
entitled  "We  Enter  Puerto  Rico"  is  being 
contemplated  to  give  the  early  history  of  our 


beginnings  on   the  island  and   the   develop- 
ment of  the  work  to  the  present. 

A  folder  for  mission  study  classes  when 
above  courses  are  completed,  giving  contents 
and  general  information  on  all  mission  study 
material,  will  be  prepared. 

"What  God  Hath  Wrought"  is  the  title  of 
a  book  giving  the  history  of  the  Mennonite 
Home  Mission,  Chicago,  Illinois,  written  by 
Sister  Emma  Oyer,  now  living  at  St.  Johns, 
Michigan,  and  a  former  worker  in  the  Chi- 
cago Mission.  This  book  was  printed  at 
Scottdale  and  published  by  the  Mennonite 
Board  of  Missions  and  Charities.  Out  jf  an 
edition  of  1,000  about  450  have  been  sold  to 
date. 

The  Fall  Missionary  Day  Bulletin  was  of 
somewhat  more  than  usual  elaborateness.  A 
special  emphasis  on  mission  study  was  fea- 
tured, and  rather  complete  factual  informa- 
tion on  all  the  various  aspects  of  the  Board's  i 
work  was  given.  The  bulletin  was  not  merely 
attractive  and  of  temporary  use.  It  represents 
a  sort  of  mission  yearbook  and  could  serve 
a  good  purpose  by  being  kept  on  our  tables 
and  desks  throughout  the  year  as  a  valuable 
ready  reference  on  the  mission  program  of 
the  church. 

The  Spring  Missionary  Day  Bulletin  this 
year  featured  pictures  of  missionary  children 
and  the  child  welfare  program.  The  new 
Savings  Bank  has  been  a  good  feature  to 
stimulate  interest.  Approximately  12,000  have 
been  mailed  to  date. 

"The  Love  of  Christ  Hath  Constrained  Us" 
is  the  title  of  a  book  featuring  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  India  Mis- 
sion published  last  fall.  Thi<?  is  an  attractive 
publication  replete  with  a  good  quality  of 
pictures.  The  price  is  kept  at  fifty  cents  and 
efforts  were  made  to  promote  wide  distribu- 
tion. This  book,  naturally,  becomes  a  part 
of  the  India  Mission  Study  Kit. 

It  has  been  suggested  at  various  times  that 
we  need  a  textbook  setting  forth  the  philoso- 
phy and  method  of  Mennonite  missions.  Al- 
though our  viewpoints  here  are  similar  in 
most  areas  with  those  of  standard  evangelical 
missions,  yet  we  have  a  unique  understand- 
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ing  and  practice  of  what  is  the  essence  of 
New  Testament  evangelism  and  missions. 
This  would  be  a  major  undertaking  but 
the  production  of  a  volume  on  this  subject  is 
urgent. 

Youth  missionary  projects  continue  to  en- 
joy a  growing  popularity.  We  still  feel  these 
activities  are  primarily  educative  and  there- 
fore justify  their  report  being  made  a  part  of 
the  mission  study  picture.  Not  all  projects 
have  reported  but  to  date  we  have  compiled 
the  following: 

Number  of  projects:  100 

Reports  by  district  conferences: 

Franconia 16 

Illinois    6 

Indiana-Michigan     20 

Iowa-Nebraska    5 

Lancaster 19 

Ohio  &  Eastern  A.M 5 

Virginia  4 

Ontario    6 

Ontario  A.M 1 

Pacific  Coast 3 

South  Central  8 

Southwestern  Pa 2 


Wash.  Co.,  Md.,  and  Franklin  Co..,  Pa.     1 
Alberta-Saskatchewan   4 

Types  of  projects: 
Vegetables  grown: 

Sweet  corn        Potatoes  Cantaloupes 

Field  corn        Sweet  potatoes  Pumpkins 
Popcorn  Onions  Cabbage 

Tomatoes  Red  beets  Turnips 

Beans  Sugar  beets       Strawberries 

Other  activities  engaged  in: 
Raising  mint,  peanuts,  oats,  and  barley 
Caring  for  cemetery  and  church  yard 
Corn  gleaning 
Bakery  sales 
Scrap  drives 

Sale  of  cards  and  stationery 
Canning  for  relief 
Distributing  The  Way 
Distribution  of  flowers  and  fruit  baskets 
Making  toys 

Amount  of  money  earned  by  all  projects: 
$21,858.58. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  D.  Graber, 

Secretary  for  Missionary  Education. 


Report  of  the  Mission  Investigation  in  the 
Philippine  Islands 


To   Members   of   the    Mennonite    Board    of 
Mission  and  Charities 

Since  I  was  making  a  trip  to  Japan  it  was 
felt  that  a  brief  stopover  in  the  Philippine 
Islands  would  be  justified.  As  a  consequence 
it  was  arranged  that  Brother  Orie  O.  Miller, 
secretary  of  the  Mennonite  Central  Commit- 
tee, and  I  should  meet  in  Manila  at  the  time 
that  he  was  passing  through  on  his  way  from 
Japan  to  the  Dutch  East  Indies  and  so  we 
were  privileged  to  spend  a  week  together  in 
the  Philippine  Islands.  During  this  time  we 
contacted  various  missionary  and  national 
church  leaders.  We  spoke  to  officials  of  the 
Church  of  Christ  in  the  Philippines  as  well 
as  to  officers  of  the  Federation  of  Christian 
Missions  on  the  islands.  Unfortunately  two 
of  the  men  whom  we  desired  to  see  were  not 
at  home,  having  gone  to  the  Southeast  Asia 
Missionary  Conference  then  in  session  at 
Bangkok,  Siam.   All  the  contacts  in  Manila 


were  favorable  toward  the  Mennonite  Church 
entering  the  picture  on  the  Philippine  Is- 
lands. No  one,  naturally,  knew  anything 
about  the  details  of  the  local  situation  in  the 
Abra  province  but  on  general  principles  every- 
one extended  to  us  the  warmest  kind  of 
welcome.  This  we  appreciated  a  great  deal. 
It  is  evident  that  the  Mennonites  are  enjoy- 
ing at  the  present  time  a  favorable  reputation 
among  church  and  missionary  leaders  in  vari- 
ous lands  because  of  our  world-wide  relief 
and  service  program,  the  high  quality  of 
Christian  and  spiritual  life  evidenced  by  our 
representatives,  and  the  careful  manner  in 
which  we  have  always  respected  the  comity 
agreements,  as  well  as  the  spirit  of  genuine 
co-operation  with  other  Christian  forces  which 
has  been  the  pattern  for  Mennonite  missions 
and  churches  in  the  various  countries  of  the 
world.  For  this  reason  the  leaders  of  church 
and  mission  in  the  Philippine  Islands  ap- 
peared to  be  well  pleased  with  the  prospects 
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of  having  the  Mennonite  Church  join  the 
Christian  forces  on  the  island. 

We  spent  about  two  days  actually  at  the 
Mennonite  Central  Committee  Relief  Head- 
quarters in  Bangued.  Here  we  found  out  for 
the  first  time  from  some  of  the  unit  members 
that  the  local  Disciples  missionaries  had  some 
misgivings  about  our  establishing  a  Mennon- 
ite Church  so  close  to  their  own  congrega- 
tions. Brother  Heisey  who  teaches  in  a  school 
far  back  in  the  mountains  and  who  has  in  the 
course  of  his  duties  trekked  over  most  of  the 
mountain  country  of  that  part  of  the  island 
the  population  as  well  as  other  geographical 
facts  of  interest  regarding  the  field  of  mis- 
sion work  that  had  been  proposed  to  us  by 
Pastor  Bringas  and  the  secretaries  of  the 
Disciples  Mission  Board.  These  maps  indi- 
cated that  if  one  should  interpret  their  state- 
ments conservatively  the  field  offered  was  not 
very  attractive  because  of  its  serious  limitation 
in  size  as  well  as  the  additional  handicap  of 
being  divided  into  about  three  more  or  less 
watertight  compartments  because  of  high 
mountain  ranges  so  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  weld  the  field  into  anything  like  a 
united  and  integrated  whole. 

During  January  and  February  the  secretary 
for  the  Far  East  of  the  Disciples  Board  visited 
the  Philippines.  After  due  investigation  and 
after  conference  with  their  own  missionaries 
on  the  field  he  has  replied  that  they  are  also 
of  the  conviction  that  the  field  in  Northern 


Luzon  is  not  suitable  for  us  to  enter  with  a 
mission  program  alongside  their  own. 

There  are  no  doubt  other  places  on  the 
island  where  a  mission  could  be  established 
but  it  is  my  impression  that  on  the  whole  the 
Philippine  Islands  are  fairly  well  churched. 
Having  been  under  the  government  of  the 
United  States  for  the  last  fifty  years  easy 
facilities  were  offered  for  missionaries  to  enter 
and  as  a  consequence  the  areas  on  the  various 
islands  are  rather  well  taken  up  by  a  number 
of  mission  boards.  Wherever  we  would  set- 
tle, therefore,  we  would  be  in  fairly  close 
proximity  to  another  mission  and  another 
church. 

The  Church  of  Christ  in  the  Philippine 
Islands  is  a  vigorous  and  growing  body  and 
it  would  be  a  privilege  to  plant  within  that 
church  the  particular  testimony  and  witness 
of  the  Mennonite  faith.  If  we  could  open  a 
work  of  quite  modest  proportion  and  estab- 
lish a  church  with  our  Mennonite  witness  in 
the  islands  in  the  midst  of  the  growing  na- 
tional church,  that  would  no  doubt  be  ren- 
dering a  valuable  and  strategic  service.  It  is 
also  true,  of  course,  that  there  are  in  the 
Philippines  several  million  people  who  are 
without  the  Gospel  and  this  opportunity  to 
bring  them  the  Gospel  and  win  them  to 
Christ  is  always  present.  We  must  look  fur- 
ther to  the  leading  of  the  Lord  as  to  our  next 
step  on  these  islands. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
J.  D..  Graber,  Secretary. 


Report  of  Fraternal  Delegates  to  India 


To  the   Mennonite  Board  of  Missions  and 

Charities 
Greetings. 

In  accordance  with  the  assignment  given 
us  at  the  Board  Meeting  a  year  ago,  we  have 
during  the  year  gone  to  India  to  bear  to  the 
mission  and  the  church  there  the  fraternal 
greetings  of  the  Board  and  of  the  church  in 
America.  We  did  not  travel  together,  but 
we  were  together  in  India  for  about  one 
month.  S.  C.  Yoder  visited  en  route  pros- 
pective mission  projects  in  England  and 
Belgium.  Both  of  us  visited  relief  centers  in 
Europe  and  Paul  Erb  visited  relief  workers 
in  Hong  Kong,  the  Philippine  Islands,  and 
Japan  on  his  return  journey.  He  also  visited 


briefly  in  the  latter  country  with  Brother  and 
Sister  Ralph  Buckwalter,  of  our  missionary 
group  there.  S.  C.  Yoder  was  in  India  from 
October  27  to  December  29.  Paul  Erb  was 
there  from  November  18  to  March  4. 

In  India  we  were  at  Dhamtari  for  the 
Jubilee  and  Jalsa  programs,  where  we  brought 
official  greetings  and  gave  other  addresses. 
We  attended  the  annual  business  meeting  of 
the  mission  at  Balodgahan  in  December  and 
participated  in  the  program  and  listened  with 
great  interest  to  the  reports  and  proceedings. 
Prior  to  the  arrival  of  Paul  Erb,  S.  C.  Yoder 
attended  a  meeting  of  the  American  Person- 
nel Committee  and  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  India  Mission.   He  also  gave  the  dedi- 
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eatory  address  of  the  Home  Science  Building 
at  Dhamtari.  Paul  Erb  attended  late  in  De- 
cember the  annual  sessions  of  the  India  Men- 
nonite  Conference  where  he  delivered  the 
conference  sermon.  He  also  met  with  the 
missionary  group  at  Ghatula  in  their  quarter- 
ly day  of  prayer  on  February  16  and  preached 
the  baccalaureate  sermon  to  the  graduating 
class  of  the  Dhamtari  Christian  Academy  on 
February  19.  We  both  visited  all  our  mission 
stations,  including  those  in  Bihar,  and  preach- 
ed to  most  of  our  congregations.  We  had 
some  time  for  fellowship  with  all  the  mission- 
ary families  and  attempted  to  bring  them 
encouragement  and  spiritual  uplift,  as  we 
were  instructed  to  do.  We  also  visited  in  the 
homes  of  some  of  the  Indian  brethren  and 
formed  many  ties  of  Christian  friendship 
among  them. 

We  visited  also  a  number  of  other  missions. 
S.  C.  Yoder  visited  the  Brethren  work  at 
Ankaleshwar,  north  of  Bombay.  We  both 
visited  the  General  Conference  Mennonite 
Mission  in  the  Central  Provinces,  the  Evan- 
gelical and  Reformed  Mission  at  Raipur,  and 
stations  of  the  United  Missionary  Church  in 
Bihar.  Paul  Erb  visited  the  Christian  Medical 
College  and  the  famous  hospital  at  Vellore 
in  South  India,  the  Mennonite  Brethren  work 
in  Hyderabad,  the  independent  Lutheran 
Church  and  the  Church  Missionary  Society 
work  in  Ranchi,  and  the  Allahabad  Agricul- 
tural Institute.  Paul  Erb  also  visited  Kodi- 
kanal  in  South  India  and  Darjeeling  in  North 
India,  hill  stations  where  missionary  children 
have  attended  school  and  where  missionaries 
go  on  their  hill  leaves.  We  both  built  up  our 
mental  picture  of  India,  with  its  conditions 
and  needs,  by  general  sight-seeing  in  various 
parts  of  the  country.  Through  all  these  con- 
tacts we  kept  our  eyes  and  ears  open,  trying 
to  get  acquainted  as  well  as  we  could  in  so 
short  a  time  with  the  Christian  Church  in 
India,  particularly  in  our  own  mission  fields. 

We  found  the  missionaries  busy  working 
at  the  tasks  assigned  them.  They  are  a  rela- 
tively young  group  with  an  average  age  under 
forty  and  so  we  need  not  anticipate  a  large 
turnover  of  personnel  in  the  years  just  ahead. 
The  problems  which  they  face  in  this  period 
of  transition  seem  at  times  overwhelming  but 
they  have  faith  and  courage  to  labor,  confi- 
dently believing  that  there  is  a  way  whereby 
adjustments  can  be  made  that  will  enable 
the  church  to  grow  and  by  which  the  Gospel 


may  be  spread  far  and  wide  throughout  the 
land. 

The  missionaries  of  today  have  inherited 
from  their  predecessors  a  highly  developed 
mission  organization  and  program.  There  is 
a  mission  and  a  conference;  there  are  institu- 
tions and  congregations;  there  are  precedents 
and  established  methods  of  work;  there  are 
a  number  of  Christian  communities,  some  of 
them  with  a  considerable  number  of  Chris- 
tians; there  is  an  extensive  and  for  the  most 
part  adequate  plant  with  churches  and  hos- 
pitals, homes  and  schools,  compounds  and 
bungalows.  But  these  missionaries  have  also 
inherited  some  unsolved  problems.  Some- 
times the  very  adequacy  of  what  has  gone 
before  constitutes  the  present  problem.  For 
conditions  in  India  have  been  changing  and 
are  changing,  and  the  mission  program  must 
be  adapted  to  meet  these  changing  conditions. 

We  found  an  India  church  with  certain 
basic  elements  of  strength.  There  is  a  com- 
plete break  with  the  non-Christian  faiths  of 
India,  for  most  of  the  church  members  are 
second-generation  Christians  and  have  noth- 
ing to  go  back  to.  A  great  many  of  these 
Christians  have  a  vital  and  sincere  personal 
faith  to  which  they  hold  no  matter  what 
circumstances  may  come.  We  believe  there 
will  be  a  church  there  even  if  the  foreign 
missionaries  should  all  have  to  leave,  even  if 
Communism  or  a  resurgent  national  pagan- 
ism should  try  to  overwhelm  it.  There  is  a 
body  of  faithful  and  able  Indian  leaders  and 
many  young  people  to  whom  we  may  look 
for  additional  leadership. 

In  America  we  have  the  problems  that  go 
with  a  mature  church.  In  India  the  problems 
are  those  of  a  young  church  which  lives  in  a 
society  that  has  its  traditions  and  practices 
deeply  rooted  in  the  past.  It  has  emerged 
from  a  culture  that  sanctions  many  non- 
Christian  practices.  While  it  is  not  a  perfect 
church,  it  is  loyal  to  the  principles  of  the 
Gospel  which  it  upholds  and  promulgates  in 
its  effort  to  build  up  a  strong  Christian  com- 
munity. The  entire  Indian  brotherhood  with 
its  ministers  and  leaders,  needs  the  sympa- 
thetic counsel,  prayers,  and  support  of  the 
entire  church  as  they  labor  with  their  prob- 
lems to  bring  them  to  a  Biblical  conclusion. 
There  are  problems,  too,  that  grow  out  of  the 
great  movements  that  are  shaking  not  only 
India  but  the  entire  world,  which  call  for 
readjustments  and  a  realignment  of  organiza- 
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tions  and  responsibilities  within  the  church. 
This  will  affect  not  the  Indians  only  but  the 
missionaries  as  well  and  will  require  the 
sanctified  wisdom,  patience,  confidence,  and 
renewed  consecration  of  everyone,  regardless 
of  place  and  standing. 

An  outstanding  characteristic  of  our  India 
church  today  is  its  self-consciousness.  There 
is  a  church  which  thinks  of  itself  as  some- 
thing apart  from  the  mission.  We  have  no 
longer  a  body  of  mission  converts;  we  have  a 
group  of  Indian  Christians  who  think  of 
themselves  as  members  of  the  church,  not 
under  the  missionaries  but  alongside  them. 
This  is  as  we  should  both  expect  and  desire. 
The  purpose  of  a  mission  is  to  develop  a 
church.  But  the  transition  is  not  easy.  There 
are  differences  of  opinion  as  to  whether  the 
church  is  prepared  to  be  completely  indige- 
nous. On  the  mission  side  there  is  a  hesi- 
tancy to  turn  over  functions  and  the  control 
of  institutions  to  less  experienced  and  pos- 
sibly less  expert  hands.  There  may  be  an 
unwillingness  to  let  the  church  proceed  on 
Indian  rather  than  American  lines.  On  the 
part  of  the  Indians,  there  may  be  a  tendency 
to  seek  privilege  and  avoid  responsibility. 
There  is  poverty  of  resources  that  makes  it 
necessary,  they  admit,  to  depend  in  part  for 
some  time  on  American  personnel  and  financ- 
es. How  can  such  a  dual  support  be  man- 
aged? How  can  the  differences  in  American 
and  Indian  living  standards  be  provided  for? 
Will  the  American  church  be  willing  to  con- 
tribute funds  for  nonmissionary  administra- 
tion? In  other  words,  are  we  ready  to  move 
toward  the  liquidation  of  the  American  Mis- 
sion and  the  subsidization  of  the  India  Men- 
nonite  Conference? 

This  is  the  burning  question  in  India.  It 
finds  its  setting  in  the  new  national  inde- 
pendence of  the  country  and  the  increasing 
indigenization  of  churches  throughout  the 
land.  Few  missionary  conversations  can  stay 
away  from  the  subject.  The  Indian  Christians 
continually  wonder  what  will  be  given  them 
in  place  of  the  temporary  constitution  which 
they  feel  was  taken  away  from  them  by  the 
Board.  All  questions  of  mission  and  church 
work  wait  upon  the  solution  of  this  question. 

In  India  there  is  a  practical  deadlock.  The 
mission  in  its  annual  meeting  expressed  its 
willingness  to  negotiate  with  the  conference 
concerning  the  transfer  of  functions  with  per- 
sonnel and  finance.    Mission  representatives 


John  Haider,  a  pastor  in  the  Mennonite  Church 
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on  a  negotiating  committee  have  been  ap- 
pointed. The  conference  has  not  appointed 
its  representatives,  pending  agreement  on  cer- 
tain basic  matters.  Discussion  concerning  the 
amalgamation  of  mission  and  church  broke 
down  on  the  definition  of  the  term.  The 
Board  has  been  asked  to  say  the  next  word 
on  policies  and  procedures.  If  the  answer  is 
satisfactory,  the  conference  will  appoint  its 
representatives  and  negotiations  can  proceed. 

The  problem,  even  though  most  difficult, 
must  be  solved.  The  work  in  the  Dhamtari 
area  cannot  otherwise  go  forward.  The 
political  conditions  in  Asia  are  such  that  no 
time  dare  be  lost  in  putting  the  church  in  a 
position  to  go  forward  if  foreign  personnel 
and  even  finances  should  need  to  be  with- 
drawn. The  situation  calls  for  some  risks — 
risks  undertaken  because  we  have  faith  in 
God,  in  the  supernatural  character  of  His 
church,  and  in  the  work  of  the  Spirit  in  and 
through  our  Indian  brethren.  Cool  heads  and 
warm  hearts  must  be  applied  to  the  problem, 
and  God  will  give  us  a  solution. 

Your  delegates  wish  to  thank  the  Mission 
Board  for  the  privilege  which  was  ours  in 
visiting  India  and  other  lands  en  route.  We 
trust  that  good  has  come  from  this  visit  and 
believe  that  in  the  future  the  Board  should 
keep  in  close  contact  with  our  foreign  work 
by  sending  representatives  to  our  foreign 
fields  at  frequent  intervals.    May  the  Lord 

(Concluded  on  page  85) 
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Report  of  Mission  Investigation  in  Japan 


I.   Itinerary 

I  arrived  at  the  Haneda  airport  of  Tokyo 
on  December  10,  1949,  and  left  from  the 
same  airport  for  home  on  January  13,  1950. 
My  itinerary  while  in  the  country  was  as 
follows: 

December  10-21    Tokyo 

December  22, 23 Travel  by  car  to  Osaka 

with  Carl  and  Ralph 

December  24-27 Osaka  and  Kobe 

December  28    Travel  by  train  back  to  Tokyo 
December  28, 29  . .  Travel  by  Allied  train  to 

Hokkaido 
December  30-January  4  Travel  and  investiga- 
tions in  Hokkaido 
January  4,  5  . .  Travel  back  from  Hokkaido 

by  Allied  train 

January  6-13 Tokyo 

II.  General  Statement 

There  is  universal  agreement  that  Japan 
presents  today  an  unusual  missionary  oppor- 
tunity. It  is  remarkable  what  a  change  of 
temper  has  come  over  the  Japanese  people 
since  the  war.  The  American  occupation  has 
been  carried  out  in  a  magnanimous  spirit  and 
with  smooth  efficiency.  Rather  than  resenting 
the  occupation  the  Japanese  seem  actually  to 
welcome  it,  for  with  the  occupation  have 
come  democracy,  freedom,  and  new  hope. 
State  Shinto  has  been  officially  discredited 
and  spiritually  many  people  have  been  left  in 
a  vacuum.  In  this  period  of  readjustment 
and  change  the  Japanese  people  are  open  to 
the  Gospel  message  as  never  before. 

The  opportunity  may,  however,  be  a  fleet- 
ing one.  American  occupation  will  come  to 
an  end  and  internal  influences  less  kindly  dis- 
posed toward  Christianity  may  come  into 
power.  Secularism  and  spiritual  indifference 
will  surely  determine  government  policy  in 
the  future,  and  hovering  over  it  all  is  the 
specter  of  Communism. 

HI.    Mission  Strategy 

Where  in  all  Japan  should  the  Mennonite 
Church  place  her  witness?  One  might  argue 
with  validity  that  in  one  of  the  large  centers 
such  as  Tokyo,  Osaka,  Nagasaki,  or  Nogaya, 
for  example,  would  be  the  most  strategic  spot 
in  which  to  plant  our  witness  so  that  it 
would  be  near  the  source  of  life  and  influence 
in  Japan.  In  my  mind  there  are  two  reasons 
why  we  should  not  do  this: 


(1)  It  is  necessary,  of  course,  to  have  a 
Gospel  witness  in  the  large  cities,  and  we  are 
grateful  to  those  who  have  labored  in  these 
places.  Most  missions,  however,  have  in  the 
past  followed  this  strategy  until  today  we 
have  a  dozen  missions  planting  and  cultivat- 
ing their  witness  in  each  large  city  to  the 
neglect  of  other  areas.  Proportion  wise  there 
are  too  many  missions  in  the  cities  and  not 
enough  in  the  provincial  towns  and  rural 
areas. 

(2)  An  urban  culture  is  a  dying  culture, 
sociologists  inform  us,  while  rural  cultures 
keep  reproducing  themselves.  A  recent  Cath- 
olic author  has  written  that  a  Roman  Catholic 
Church  survives  for  about  three  generations 
in  a  city  while  a  Mennonite  Church  survives 
for  only  two  generations.  As  we  think  in 
terms  of  establishing  a  permanent,  self-sup- 
porting, self-governing,  and  self-propagating 
church  it  becomes  obvious  that  a  vital  church 
with  her  roots  in  the  soil  within  the  frame- 
work of  a  rural  culture  would  be  the  most 
powerful  and  lasting  influence  we  could  exert 
upon  the  life  of  Japan. 

A  third  reason  might  be  that  we  as  Men- 
nonites  are  historically  a  rural  people.  In 
India,  Argentina,  China,  Tanganyika,  Ethi- 
opia, Honduras,  Puerto  Rico — everywhere  we 
have  instinctively  avoided  the  huge  metro- 
politan centers  and  have  gone  to  provincial 
towns  and  villages.  As  there  is  a  movement 
of  our  membership  to  the  city  the  church  has 
followed  them,  e.g.,  to  Buenos  Aires  in  Ar- 
gentina, and  to  Raipur  in  India,  to  cite  two 
examples  from  our  foreign  missions.  This 
development  has  also  been  evident  on  the 
American  scene.  The  conclusion  appears  ob- 
vious that  the  church  will  spread  from  the 
village  to  town  to  city  but  does  not  spread 
from  city  to  country,  and  until  the  church  is 
established  at  the  rural  grass  roots  of  a  na- 
tion, taking  the  long  view,  it  can  not  be  said 
to  form  a  permanent  and  perhaps  not  too 
significant  a  part  of  the  national  life.  This 
type  of  thinking  has  led  me  clearly  to  the 
conclusion  that  our  mission  in  Japan  should 
be  centered  in  the  provincial  towns  and  rural 
areas  rather  than  in  any  metropolitan  center. 

IV.  The  Island  of  Hokkaido 
is  the  northernmost  of  Japan's  islands.  "Until 
not  so  very  long  ago,  the  popular  notion  even 
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among  Japanese  people  was  that  Hokkaido 
was  a  region  congenial  to  the  Ainu,  the  abo- 
rigines, and  their  quadruped  friend  the  Bear, 
if  not  to  exiles  sent  there — a  barren,  snowy, 
unprofitable  place  of  discomfort,  just  as  Si- 
beria was  in  the  eyes  of  European  Russia  of 
the  eighteenth  century  ....  Such  a  mistaken 
notion  no  longer  prevails.  Today  we  have  on 
this  island  not  a  few  flourishing,  modern 
cities  such  as  Sapporo,  Hakadate,  Otaru,  and 
Asahigawa  ....  Today  the  (railway)  mileage 
totals  over  3,000.  Besides  there  are  some 
more  lines  under  construction.  By  train  and 
ferry  one  can  go  from  Tokyo  to  Sapporo, 
capital  of  Hokkaido,  a  distance  of  704  miles, 
in  about  27  hours."  (Quoted  from  Japan 
Travel   Bureau  publication) 

The  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Gordon  Chapman 
of  Sapporo  in  a  general  letter  to  their  friends 
write  under  date  of  October  20,  1949,  as  fol- 
lows: "We  are  more  than  thankful  that  God 
has  placed  us  on  Hokkaido,  which  is  assum- 
ing primary  importance  in  the  securing  of 
Japan's  postwar  rehabilitation  ....  The  peo- 
ple of  this  relatively  new  territory  have  been 
less  inhibited  by  the  age-long  customs  which 
have  greatly  hindered  true  spiritual  progress 
in  other  parts  of  Japan  .  .  .  ." 

Competent  observers  who  have  recently  vis- 
ited all  parts  of  the  land  agree  that  Hokkaido 
offers  the  best  possibilities  of  early  evangeliza- 
tion. However,  when  one  closely  scrutinizes 
the  facts  it  is  evident  that  there  is  yet  much 
land  to  be  possessed.  Of  twenty  cities  of 
40,000  to  nearly  300,000  inhabitants,  three 
still  have  no  established  church  work.  Of 
twenty-four  cities  or  towns  of  over  20,000 
population,  ten  are  without  churches;  of  116 
villages  of  over  5,000  population,  114  are 
without  regular  Gospel  witness.  There  is  still 
only  one  itinerant  evangelistic  missionary  in 
Hokkaido,  with  its  population  of  over  four 
million  people. 

Over  this  New  Year  I  made  a  trip  to  Hok- 
kaido because  various  people  whom  I  inter- 
viewed indicated  that  the  greatest  present 
opportunity  lies  in  Hokkaido.  I  visited  the 
capital  city  (Sapporo,  population  500,000) 
where  I  conferred  at  length  with  the  Rev- 
erend Gordon  K.  Chapman.  He  indicated 
that  their  own  plan  of  expansion  looked  to- 
ward the  area  directly  north  from  Sapporo 
and  then  eastward.  This  still  left  the  south- 
east, the  northwest,  and  the  southwest  areas 
of   the   island   quite   largely   unoccupied   by 


Girls  of  Japan  showing  their  feed-sack  aprons 
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mission  or  church.  It  was  obviously  not  pos- 
sible for  me  to  visit  all  these  areas  but  I 
decided  that  if  I  should  make  a  spot  check 
of  the  southeastern  area  it  would  give  me  a 
more  intelligent  idea  of  what  the  situation 
out  in  the  district  was.  I  was  fortunate  in 
obtaining  the  help  of  Mr.  Miura,  an  English- 
speaking  Christian,  who  went  with  me  and 
served  as  guide  and  interpreter.  We  made 
stops  in  the  cities  of  Obihiro  and  Kushiro 
and  traveled  between  Sapporo  and  these  cities 
by  daylight  making  possible  much  observa- 
tion by  the  way. 

Obihiro,  we  found,  is  a  city  of  about  55,000 
population,  and  has  never  had  a  resident 
missionary.  There  are,  however,  three  self- 
supporting  churches  in  the  city,  a  Presbyterian 
(Kyodan),  an  Episcopal,  and  a  Salvation 
Army  Chapel.  All  the  churches  are  small 
and  struggling  and  none  of  them  has  a 
program  of  evangelization  that  takes  any- 
think  like  the  whole  city  into  its  scope.  The 
eight  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  we 
interviewed,  including  the  pastor's  wife  (the 
pastor  himself  was  absent  holding  a  service 
at  one  of  the  outpost  towns),  begged  us  to 
settle  in  their  city. 
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In  Kushiro  the  challenge  is  still  greater,  for 
the  city  has  a  population  of  nearly  eighty 
thousand  and  both  the  Episcopal  and  Presby- 
terian churches  seem,  if  anything,  weaker 
and  more  isolated  than  those  of  Obihiro. 
Kushiro  is  a  seaport  with  a  large  fishing  in- 
dustry, a  coal  mine  producing  2,000  long  tons 
of  coal  per  day,  a  pulpwood  paper  factory, 
and  a  beet  sugar  refinery  as  the  chief  indus- 
tries. And  not  only  are  these  larger  cities 
unevangelized  but  there  are  numerous  other 
cities  and  towns  in  the  area  totally  without  a 
Christian  witness  as  the  following  statistics 
indicate: 

In  Kushiro  prefecture  there  are  six  cities 
of  from  ten  to  twenty  thousand  population, 
and  eight  places  of  from  five  to  ten  thou- 
sand inhabitants.    In  the  entire  prefecture 
(population   150,000)   there  are  only  two 
outstations  besides  the  two  small  churches 
in  Kushiro  city.  In  Kasai  District  of  which 
Obihiro  is  the  principal  city  with  a  popula- 
tion of  over  55,000,  there  are  three  cities  of 
over  20,000  inhabitants,  thirteen  of  between 
ten  and  twenty  thousand,  and  six  of  from 
five  to  ten  thousand.    There  are  only  two 
Kyodan  churches  and  three  outposts  in  the 
whole  prefecture,  leaving  21  of  the  above- 
listed  places  without  a  church. 
Mention  should  be  made  of  the  coal  miners' 
town  of  company-owned  barracks,  a  section 
of  the  city  of  Kushiro,  with  a  population  of 
over  12,000  with  no  Sunday  school  or  church 
service  at  all. 

A  word  should  be  said  about  climate.  The 
winters  are  ordinarily  severe  with  heavy 
snowfall.  On  the  Sapporo  side  of  the  central 
mountain  range  the  snow  lay  about  three  feet 


deep  while  I  was  there.  At  Obihiro  and 
Kushiro  there  was  some  less.  Since  coal  is 
mined  in  many  places  on  the  island  and  since 
forest  reserves  are  still  quite  extensive,  the 
problem  of  fuel  for  heating  is  not  serious. 
Hokkaido,  with  tightly  built  houses  and  heat, 
is  more  comfortable  than  are  the  flimsy,  un- 
heated  houses  of  the  Tokyo-Osaka  area.  The 
summers  in  Hokkaido  are  said  to  be  temper- 
ate. Kushiro  suffers  some  from  fog  condi- 
tions in  summer  but  from  descriptions  it  must 
not  be  even  as  bad  as  London.  Obihiro  and 
the  area  in  from  the  sea  has  less  fog.  All  in 
all  the  climate  of  Hokkaido  appears  to  be 
something  like  Northern  United  States. 
V.    Recommendations 

While  it  is  clear  that  there  is  a  great  chal- 
lenge and  opportunity,  in  Hokkaido  and  in 
the  Obihiro-Kushiro  area  in  particular,  it 
would  probably  be  unwise  to  make  a  final 
decision  to  accept  this  as  our  field  now. 
Other  areas  in  Hokkaido  should  be  visited 
and  other  opportunities  in  Honshu,  Kyushu, 
and  other  islands  should  be  considered.  The 
Becks  and  Buckwalters  should  do  no  less 
than  a  full  calendar  year,  perhaps  longer,  of 
full-time  language  study  before  moving  out 
into  a  rural  area  to  begin  evangelism.  It 
would  seem  wiser  to  make  the  final  decision 
as  to  location  a  bit  nearer  the  time  when  they 
are  actually  ready  to  occupy  the  field. 

The  mission  in  Japan  should  begin  with  a 
direct  evangelistic  approach.  The  objective 
should  be  to  bring  the  challenge  of  the  Gos- 
pel to  bear  directly  upon  the  lives  of  the 
people  among  whom  we  labor.  Experience 
teaches  us  that  the  time  for  harvest  in  a  mis- 
sion enterprise  is  often  in  the  very  beginning. 
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If  we  wait  to  press  the  claims  of  the  Gospel 
upon  our  people  until  we  are  better  acquaint- 
ed with  them  or  until  we  have  helped  them 
materially  or  socially  we  may  find  that  the 
golden  opportunity  to  press  the  claims  of 
Christ  has  passed.  The  objective  is  always  to 
win  people  to  a  full  acceptance  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  as  Saviour  and  Lord  and  the  formation 
of  such  a  body  of  disciples  into  a  church 
believing  the  doctrines  and  practicing  the 
ordinances  as  taught  in  the  New  Testament, 
not  least  of  which  is  personal  and  group 
witnessing  and  the  constant  winning  of  oth- 
ers to  the  new  faith  and  way  of  life.  For 
the  accomplishment  of  these  objectives,  es- 
pecially in  the  earlier  stages,  suitable  national 
helpers  must  be  found  who  give  evidence  of 
the  new  birth  and  who  love  to  serve  and  bear 
witness  to  their  Lord. 

In  Japan  care  should  be  exercised  in  the 
beginning  so  that  the  emerging  church  may 
not   be   weakened    by    too   much   aid   from 


abroad.  Ordinarily  mission  funds  should  be 
used  only  for  the  work  of  itineration  and 
evangelization,  including  the  training  of 
workers.  Churches  should  be  expected  as  a 
matter  of  course  to  support  their  own  pastors 
from  the  beginning  and  not  learn  to  depend 
on  foreign  aid  for  this  purpose.  The  concept 
of  a  self-governing,  self-propagating,  and  self- 
supporting  church  should  clearly  be  the  goal 
from  the  very  beginning. 

The  Gospel  is  still  the  power  of  God  unto 
salvation  to  all  who  believe,  and  His  Holy 
Spirit  is  still  Guide,  Comforter,  and  the  all- 
empowering  personal  Presence.  We  may 
move  forward  with  confidence  to  our  divinely 
appointed  task  of  evangelism  and  church- 
building  in  Japan  knowing  that  as  we  move 
within  His  will  He  will  bless  and  prosper. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
J.  D.  Graber,  Secretary 
Mennonite  Board  of  Missions  and  Chanties. 


Special  Actions 


India  Mission-church  Relationship 


Acting  on  the  authority  granted  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Board 
the  Executive  Committee  during  the  year 
rescinded  the  experimental  constitution  under 
which  the  India  Mission  had  been  operating 
for  three  years.  In  taking  this  action  the 
Executive  Committee  recorded  the  following 
minute: 

Moved:  that  since  a  committee  has  been 
appointed  on  the  field  for  further  exploration 
of  the  question  of  Indianization,  and  since 
the  India  Mission  Executive  Committee  has 
requested  it,  acting  on  the  authority  granted 
us  by  the  last  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Board, 
we  hereby  rescind  the  experimental  constitu- 
tion of  the  India  Mission,  thus  returning  the 
administration  to  the  constitution  of  the 
American  Mennonite  Mission. 

In  further  support  of  our  fundamental  con- 
viction as  expressed  in  various  resolutions  of 
the  Annual  Meeting  on  the  subject  since  1944, 
we  record  again  our  commitment  to  the 
policy  of  effective  co-operation  as  between 
mission  and  church,  in  the  Central  Provinces, 


India  Mission  area,  in  the  carrying  out  and 
in  unifying  the  administration  of  the  total 
church-mission  program.  As  guidance  to  the 
church  and  mission  in  India  we  hereby  set 
forth  some  principles  and  objectives  in  line 
with  which  further  plans  of  unification 
should  be  implemented. 

1.  The  church  must  increase  and  the  mis- 
sion must  decrease.  This  is  not  an  automatic 
procedure.  Simply  reducing  the  mission  in 
size,  authority,  and  budget  does  not  of  itself 
increase  the  church.  A  definite  planned  effort 
must  be  made  to  build  up  the  church  in  such 
areas  as  spiritual  strength,  prestige,  authority, 
evangelism,  and  in  giving.  Henceforth  the 
guiding  principles  of  all  Board  decisions  rela- 
tive to  our  Central  Provinces,  India  Mission 
interests  shall  be  that  which  builds  up  the 
church  and  strengthens  her  for  her  own 
significant  tasks.  Missionaries  are  more  and 
more  to  have  the  relationship  of  fellow  church 
members  and  colleagues  of  their  Indian  breth- 
ren and  sisters. 

2.  The  goal  of  missions  is  evangelism  and 
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therefore  missionaries  sent  from  the  American 
churches  should  do  all  in  their  power,  by 
example  and  precept,  by  direct  and  indirect 
encouragement,  and  in  every  way  possible 
seek  to  make  their;  evangelism  effective  and 
fruitful. 

3.  The  national  church,  no  less,  needs  to 
accept  the  ideal  that  in  the  constant  winning 
of  new  adherents  and  in  the  constant  spread 
of  the  Gospel  lies  the  secret  of  her  life  and 
strength  and  not  in  financial  or  economic  im- 
provement. Social,  economic,  and  physical 
service  projects  are  always  to  be  clearly  sub- 
ordinated to  the  objective  of  evangelism  not 
merely  in  name  but  in  reality. 

4.  The  objective  to  be  attained  is  the  effec- 
tive unification  of  the  church-mission  pro- 
gram. There  should  be  an  organizational 
setup  that  combines  all  functions  of  church 
and  mission  into  a  unified  administration. 
Some  guiding  principles  would  be  the  follow- 
ing: 

(1)  Spiritual  ministry  of  the  church  must 
remain  primary. 

(2)  The  church  should  support  its  pastors. 

(3)  A  carefully  drawn  up  annual  budget 
for  funds  requested  from  America  shall  be 
presented  each  year  to  the  Board. 

(4)  Regular  practices  of  bookkeeping  and 
audit  should  be  followed. 

(5)  The  actual  administration  is  to  be  done 
by  duly  elected  and  appointed  persons  and 
groups  in  order  to  maintain  efficiency,  but 
full  reports  are  to  be  made  to  the  Annual 
Church  Conference.  It  will  likely  be  necessary 
to  revise  quite  extensively  the  present  Church 
Constitution. 

(a)  Care  must  be  exercised  that  the  ad- 
ministration remain  effectively  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  united  effort  of  the  entire  group 
and  that  all  procedures  remain  democratic  in 
principle  and  practice  with  just  enough  dele- 
gation of  authority  to  be  efficient. 

(6)  An  American  personnel  organization 
is  desirable  for  handling  purely  personal  mat- 
ters, such  as: 

(a)  Allowances  and  personal  relationship 
to  the  Board. 

(b)  Education  of  their  own  children. 

(c)  Personal  living  quarters. 

(7)  All  properties  other  than  missionary 
residence  are  to  be  held  by  the  India  Men- 
nonite  Church,  or  by  a  separately  organized 


holding  body,   on  which  the   Board   retains 
representation. 

(8)  In  line  with  the  policy  that  the  mis- 
sionary forces  from  America  must  remain 
mobile  and  move  on  to  unoccupied  fields 
when  the  church  becomes  established  in  any 
given  station  or  area  the  principle  of  selling 
missionary  residences  and  building  others  in 
the  new  locations  with  the  proceeds  realized 
is  recognized  as  proper.  Such  sale  of  property 
to  be  consummated  with  full  information  to 
and  advice  by  the  new  administrative  body 
of  the  church. 

(9)  As  long  as  the  Board  holds  title  to  any 
property  in  India  the  agent  of  the  Board 
holding  Power  of  Attorney  for  the  Board  will 
naturally  continue  to  be  nominated  in  India 
and  elected  by  the  Board. 


In  order  to  implement  the  principles  and 
objectives  as  enunciated  above  we  advise 
church  and  mission  each  to  appoint  six  of 
their  members  on  a  combined  Commission  to 
study  the  issues  involved  and  to  draw  up  a 
plan  of  organization  which  will  commend  it- 
self to  both  mission  and  church  and  which 
can  be,  in  due  course,  ratified  by  the  Board. 
During  the  interim  the  Board  will  deal  on 
this  problem  directly  with  this  Commission 
which  will  in  turn  keep  clear  with  mission 
on  the  one  hand  and  church  on  the  other.  In 
order  to  effect  the  necessary  organization  the 
present  bishop  of  the  India  Mennonite 
Church  shall  call  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Commission. 

The  Executive  Committee  is  authorized  to 
send  Board  representative  or  representatives 
to  work  with  this  Commission  as  later  devel- 
opments may  indicate. 

Recognizing  the  essential  unity  of  the  faith 
and  of  brotherhood  in  Christ's  Church  we 
counsel  our  brethren,  American  and  Indian, 
to  labor  together  in  peace  and  harmony  to- 
ward the  common  objective  of  church  and 
mission,  namely,  the  building  up  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  in  inner  strength  and 
purity,  in  the  effectiveness  of  her  evangelistic 
outreach,  and  in  the  solution  of  her  social  and 
economic  problems,  leaning  always  on  the 
living  Holy  Spirit  of  God  who  has  promised 
to  guide  His  children  into  all  truth  and  who 
alone,  in  His  glorious  and  personal  indwell- 
ing, is  the  source  of  all  power  to  bear  witness 
to  the  resurrected  Lord. 
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Argentine  Mission-church  Policy 


Wc  arc  thankful  to  God  that  He  has  hon- 
ored His  Word  as  given  out  by  our  appointed 
missionaries  and  their  national  co-workers  in 
Argentina  during  the  past  thirty-one  years, 
and  that  a  strong  body  of  believers  known 
as  the  Mennonite  Church  in  Argentina  has 
come  into  being.  We  appreciate  also  the  fact 
that  this  church  has  grown  in  maturity  and 
that  a  national  leadership  has  been  raised  up. 

A  recognition  of  these  facts,  however, 
shapes  our  policy  as  a  Board  in  the  further 
development  of  the  work  in  that  country.  As 
a  church  grows  toward  maturity  the  mission 
organization  gradually  becomes  less  promi- 
ment  and  the  national  church  organization 
assumes  more  and  more  responsibility.  The 
most  significant  step  in  this  direction  during 
the  past  two  years  was  the  adoption  of  a  new 
constitution  virtually  uniting  the  entire  pro- 
gram under  the  direction  of  the  Pastors'  and 
Workers'  Board  with  the  Mission  Council 
and  mission  Executive  Committee  merely 
caring  for  their  own  personal  questions  and 
matters  of  home  Board  relationship. 

In  the  light  of  this  development  there  are 
certain  implications  that  need  to  be  made 
clear,  and  certain  further  policies  that  need 
to  be  enunciated.  Some  of  these  are  the  fol- 
lowing: 

I.  The  role  of  the  missionary  is  to  proclaim 
the  Gospel,  lead  souls  to  Christ,  baptize  them, 
and  organize  the  believers  into  a  church.  He 
may  properly  be  pastor  of  the  church  in  the 
beginning  but  as  soon  as  possible,  national 
pastors  must  assume  this  responsibility. 

1.  He  should  do  the  pioneer  work;  hand 
over  locally  and  move  on  to  new  and  un- 
reached fields  as  soon  as  possible.  He  must 
remain  mobile  and  gear  his  entire  living  to 
this  concept. 

2.  He  should  remain  a  member  of  the 
Church  Council  and  be  active  in  the  prayer 
and  the  spiritual  support  of  the  work  and 
serve  as  adviser,  brother,  and  friend  to  the 
national  workers. 

3.  In  a  few  cases  he  will  be  appointed  to 
special  or  institutional  tasks  of  a  longer  term 
nature. 

II.  The  national  church  must  very  early 
assume  responsibility  for  the  support  of  her 
own  pastors.  We  feel  this  development  has 
lagged  in  the  Argentina  Mennonite  Church, 


but  that  given  teaching,  vision,  and  challenge 
she  can  now  quickly  rise  to  this  privilege  and 
responsibility.  The  system  of  support  should 
be  suited  to  local  congregational  needs.  In 
some  cases  a  full  cash  support  may  be  given. 
In  some  places  gifts  in  kind  might  be  more 
feasible,  while  in  other  places  a  partial  sup- 
port while  the  pastor  engages  in  some  private 
remunerative  occupation  may  be  most  de- 
sirable. It  would  appear  that  a  good  deal  of 
congregational  autonomy  in  the  matter  of 
pastoral  support  with  provisions  for  training 
and  setting  up  of  general  practices  at  the  cen- 
ter in  Church  Conference,  would  be  the  ideal. 

III.  The  Board  in  its  financial  policies  for 
Argentina  is  guided  by  two  factors:  (1)  that 
which  represents  the  soundest  policy  in  the 
development  of  a  strong  self-supporting,  self- 
governing,  and  self-propagating  church,  and 
(2)  the  desire  to  keep  on  following  the  Great 
Commission  in  the  establishing  of  new  out- 
reaches  and  new  missions  in  other  countries. 

It  seems  correct  to  us  as  a  Mission  Board 
of  the  Mennonite  Church  in  North  America 
that  we  should  have  opened  new  work  in 
Puerto  Rico,  a  new  field  in  India,  the  Chaco 
of  Argentina,  China,  Japan,  and  Belgium 
since  beginning  the  work  at  Pehuajo.  It 
seems  correct  to  us  that  the  cost  of  administer- 
ing the  work  in  older  fields  where  the 
church  has  come  to  maturity  should  be  pro- 
gressively reduced  releasing  funds  for  expan- 
sion into  new  areas.  We  are  sure  that  only 
as  the  church  continues  to  evangelize,  to  add 
new  members,  and  to  expand  into  new  areas 
can  she  remain  healthy  and  only  so  can  she 
be  true  to  her  trust.  This  applies  to  the 
mother  church  in  North  America  as  well  as 
to  the  younger  churches  in  Argentina,  India, 
and  other  countries. 

IV.  Regarding  institutions  opened  and  de- 
veloped by  the  mission  we  assume  responsibil- 
ity for  their  financial  support  in  the  present 
phase.  It  is  our  conviction,  however,  that  in 
view  of  the  large  investment  made  in  land 
and  equipment  the  orphanages  should  be- 
come more  self-supporting  than  they  have  in 
the  past.  If  possible  and  desirable  aid  should 
be  sought  from  local  sources  for  the  physical 
maintenance  of  these  orphans,  provided  no 
principles  of  the  church  are  compromised  and 
provided  no  restraint  would  thus  be  put  on 


the    free   exercise   of   Bible   instruction   and 
spiritual  nurture. 

The  maintenance  of  the  Bible  Institute  at 
the  center  of  the  church  we  shall  continue  to 
assume  as  a  significant  means  of  aid  to  our 
sister  church  in  Argentina.  We  visualize  that 
in  the  future  this  also  will  become  a  wholly 
indigenous  institution  but  that  the  support 


of  local  pastors  will  likely  take  precedence 
over  gifts  to  this  training  institution  for  some 
time  to  come. 

The  enunciation  of  these  viewpoints  and 
policies  is  given  in  the  hope  and  with  the 
prayer  that  the  cause  of  missions  will  be 
strengthened  and  that  the  church  in  Argen- 
tina may  continue  to  grow  and  enlarge. 


Resolutions  on  Mental  Hospitals 


The  past  ten  years  has  seen  the  develop- 
ment of  a  movement  among  the  Mennonites 
of  North  America  for  the  establishment  of 
Christian  mental  hospitals  owned  and  op- 
erated by  a  church  agency.  This  has  been 
due  in  part  to  influences  coming  from  the 
experience  of  our  C.P.S.  men  in  mental  hos- 
pital service,  but  also  to  growing  awareness 
of  the  number  of  mentally  needy  cases  in 
our  churches,  the  unsatisfactory  character  of 
much  ordinary  institutional  care,  and  the 
development  of  a  keener  conscience  as  to  the 
responsibility  of  the  church  in  this  field. 

Inasmuch  as,  at  least  in  the  earlier  stages  of 
the  movement,  there  are  good  reasons  for 
having  some  mental  hospitals  serve  a  wider 
constituency  than  just  one  group,  and  since 
the  Mennonite  Central  Committee  is  usefully 
pioneering  in  this  field  by  the  establishment 
of  the  Leitersburg  (Maryland)  and  Reedley 
(California)  institutions  (with  one  in  Kansas 
in  prospect),  and  since  also  this  is  a  modest 
and  efficient  program  which  is  meeting  real 
present   needs,   we   endorse   this    work,   en- 


couraging our  people  to  take  advantage  of  its 
facilities  and  services  and  to  support  the  work 
financially  as  may  be  needed.  It  is  understood 
that  the  M.C.C.  program  calls  for  self-sup- 
porting operation  after  the  initial  capital  in- 
vestment for  buildings  and  equipment  has 
been  made,  with  some  help  from  gifts-in-kind 
and  voluntary  service.  It  is  also  understood 
that,  as  is  the  policy  in  our  other  relationships 
to  the  M.C.C,  financial  support  for  the  men- 
tal hospital  work  is  to  be  channeled  through 
the  Relief  Committee,  and  that  this  present 
action  does  not  preclude  provision  being 
made  at  some  future  time  for  mental  health 
institutional  work  under  our  own  direction. 


FRATERNAL  DELEGATES  TO  INDIA 

(Concluded  from  page  78) 
add  His  blessing  to  whatever  we  have  rightly 
done  and   pardon   whatever   we   may   have 
wrongly  done.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Paul  Erb. 

S.  C.  Yoder. 
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Election  of  Officers 


For  the  year  ending  July  1,  1951 

The  election  resulted  as  follows: 

Members  at  Large:  Ford  Berg,  Paul  Erb,  Lin- 
ford  Hackman,  J.  B.  Martin,  Paul  Minin- 
ger,  John  H.  Mosemann,  John  R.  Mumaw, 
A.  Lloyd  Swartzendruber. 

Officers:  John  H.  Mosemann,  President;  A. 
Lloyd  Swartzendruber,  Fifth  Member  of 
the  Executive  Committee.  Approval  of  the 
appointment  of  the  following  officers  by 
the  Executive  and  Missions  Committee  was 
given  on  motion:  J.  D.  Graber,  Secretary; 
E.  C.  Bender,  Treasurer;  Levi  C.  Hartzler, 
Secretary  for  Service  and  Relief. 

Missions  Committee:  John  L.  Horst,  Milo 
Kauffman,  John  E.  Lapp,  Chester  K.  Leh- 
man, Harold  A.  Zehr. 

Relief  Committee:  H.  S.  Bender,  H.  Ernest 
Bennett,  Paul  Erb,  Lewis  S.  Martin,  Orie 
O.  Miller. 

Women's  Missionary  Sewing  Circle  Auxilia- 
ry: Mrs.  J.  D.  Graber,  President;  Mrs.  Paul 
R.  Yoder,  Sewing  Secretary;  Mrs.  Charles 
L.  Shank,  Literature  Secretary. 


MISSIONS  COMMITTEE 

John    H.    Mosemann,    Chairman,    Goshen,. 

Indiana 
Chester  K.  Lehman,  Harrisonburg,  Virginia 
J.  D.  Graber,  Elkhart,  Indiana 
John  L.  Horst,  Scottdale,  Pennsylvania 
Milo  Kauffman,   Hesston,  Kansas 
John  E.  Lapp,  Lansdale,  Pennsylvania 
Harold  A.  Zehr,  Rantoul,  Illinois 


RELIEF  COMMITTEE 

Paul  Erb,  Chairman,  Scottdale,  Pennsylvania 
Levi  C.  Hartzler,  Executive  Committee,  Elk- 
hart, Indiana 
Harold  S.  Bender,  Goshen,  Indiana 
H.  Ernest  Bennett,  Elkhart,  Indiana 
Lewis  S.  Martin,  Harrisonburg,  Virginia 
Orie  O.  Miller,  Akron,  Pennsylvania 
J.  D.  Graber,  Elkhart,  Indiana 
John  H.  Mosemann,  Goshen,  Indiana 


OFFICERS 

(Executive  Committee) 

President,  John  H.  Mosemann,  Goshen,  Indi- 
ana 

Vice-President,  J.  B.  Martin,  Waterloo,  On- 
tario. 

Secretary  and  Field  Worker,  J.  D.  Graber, 
Elkhart,  Indiana 

Secretary  for  Service  and  Relief,  Levi  C. 
Hartzler,   Elkhart,    Indiana 

Treasurer  and  Financial  Agent,  E.  C.  Bender, 
Martinsburg,  Pennsylvania 

Fifth  Member,  A.  Lloyd  Swartzendruber, 
Kalona,  Iowa 

Associate  Member 

Assistant  Treasurer,  H.  Ernest  Bennett,  Elk- 
hart, Indiana 


WOMEN'S  MISSIONARY  SEWING 
CIRCLE  AUXILIARY 

Mrs.  J.   D.  Graber,  President,   1525   Prairie 

Street,  Elkhart,  Indiana 
Mrs.    John    L.    Horst,    Vice-President,    404 

Homestead  Avenue,  Scottdale,  Pennsylva- 
nia, 
Mrs.   Walter   Yordy,   Secretary,   3845    South 

Damen  Street,  Chicago,  Illinois 
Mrs.  Paul  R.  Yoder,  Sewing  Secretary,  R.  1, 

Columbiana,  Ohio 
Miss    Amanda    Frey,    Treasurer,    Archbold, 

Ohio 
Mrs.  Charles  L.  Shank,  Literature  Secretary, 

905  College  Avenue,  Goshen,  Indiana 
Mrs.  Harold  Groh,  Secretary  of  Girls'  Work, 

R.  1,  Preston,  Ontario 


Appointment  of  Missionaries 


India 

S.  Allen  and  Elsie  Shirk  (first  appoint- 
ment)      Bihar 

Argentina 

Nelson  and  Esther  Hostetter  (first  appoint- 
ment)   Central  Argentina 

Edna  Good  (return  after  furlough) 

Central  Argentina 

Puerto  Rico 

Anna  Kay  Massanari   (first  appointment) 

Belgium 

David  and  Wilma   Shank   (first  appoint- 
ment 

City  Missions  Superintendents 

Lima,  Ohio Glenn  Martin 

Toronto,  Ontario  ....  Emerson  McDowell 
Canton,  Ohio  J.  J.  Hostetler 


David  and  Wilma  Hollopeter  Shank  who  sailed 
for  Belgium  in  September,   1950. 


Detroit,  Michigan J.  Frederick  and 

Fern  Erb  (first  appointment) 
Winifred  Mumaw  (first  appointment) 

Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana Allen  Ebersole 

Chicago,  Illinois  ....  Referred  to  Executive 
Committee 

Peoria,  Illinois  ....  Referred  to  Executive 
Committee 

Kansas  City,  Kansas  and  Missouri 

Edward  Yoder 

Denver,  Colorado E.  M.  Yost 

Colored  Mission  Superintendents 

Chicago,  Illinois,  Bethel  .  .  James  H.  Lark 
Robert  and  Rachel  Stoltzfus,  associates 
(first  appointment) 

Spanish  Mission  Superintendents 

La  Junta,  Colorado  David  Castillo 

Chicago,  Illinois   . .   Referred  to  Executive 

Committee 
Mexican  Border,  Texas  ....  Eldo  J.  Miller 

Rural  Missions 

Culp,  Arkansas    Frank   Horst 

Bethel  Springs  School,  Culp,  Arkansas 
Referred  to  Executive  Committee 

Charitable  Institution  Superintendents 

Home  for  the  Aged,  Rittman,  Ohio 

Aaron  Peachey 
Home  for  the  Aged,  Eureka,  Illinois 

Clayton  Sutter 
Mennonite  Children's  Home,  Kansas  City, 

Kansas Glen  Yoder 

Orphans'  Home,  West  Liberty,  Ohio 

Paul  Sieber 

Hospitals 

La  Junta  Mennonite  Hospital 

Allen  H.  Erb,  Administrator 

W.  J.  Dye,  Ass't.  Administrator 

Maude  Swartzendruber,  Director  of 

Nursing  Service 

Greensburg,  Kansas,  Hospital 

Wesley  Jantz,  Administrator 
Lydia  Diener,  Director  of  Nursing  Service 
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Resolutions 


I.  Appreciation  to  Nonagenarian  and 
Octogenarian  Brethren 

We  herewith  express  our  appreciation  for 
the  presence  at  our  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
following  nonagenarian  and  octogenarian 
brethren:  D.  D.  Miller,  former  president  of 
the  Board;  S.  E.  Allgyer,  former  field  worker; 
D.  J.  Lapp,  former  vice-president  of  the 
Board;  and  J.  D.  Smith,  former  superintend- 
ent of  the  Eureka,  Illinois,  Home  for  the 
Aged.  We  wish  them  the  continued  blessing 
of  the  Lord  upon  their  lives. 
II.  Necrology 

WHEREAS,  In  view  of  the  dispensation  of 
God  in  the  tragic  death  of  Brother  Jacob  A. 
Shenk,  long  a  member  of  this  Board  and 
diligent  worker  in  behalf  of  its  various  in- 
terests, as  well  as  the  death  of  his  missionary 
companion,  Brother  Melvin  A.  Weaver,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  humbly  bow  in  sub- 
mission to  the  will  of  an  all-wise  heavenly 
Father,  that  we  express  our  appreciation  for 
the  faithful  labors  of  Brother  Shenk  in  our 
wide  mission  and  charitable  endeavors,  and 
for  the  consecrated  missionary  labors  of 
Brother  Weaver,  and  that  we  extend  our  con- 
dolences to  the  bereft  families. 

As  word  has  reached  us  of  the  recent  death 
of  Brother  A.  H.  Leaman,  former  superin- 
tendent of  the  Chicago  Home  Mission,  we 
hereby  express  our  appreciation  for  his  pi- 
oneer labors  and  extend  our  sympathy  to  the 
bereaved  family. 

III.  Greetings  to  India  Conference 

The  Mennonite  Board  of  Missions  and 
Charities,  in  session  at  Goshen,  Indiana,  June 
10-13,  1950,  wishes  to  express  its  appreciation 
to  the  India  Conference  for  the  visits  of 
Brethren  Solomon  and  Malagar  to  our 
churches  and  homes,  and  also  to  send  our 
greetings  to  the  churches  in  India  through 
Brother  E.  E.  Miller,  their  present  representa- 
tive on  this  Board,  who  with  Sister  Miller 
will  visit  the  India  field  during  the  coming 
year. 

IV.  The  New  Day  in  Missions 

WHEREAS,  We  recognize  that  we  are 
on  the  threshold  of  a  new  day  in  missions 
because  of  the  natural  spiritual  maturing  of 
our  mission  churches;  because  of  the  large- 
scale  political  developments  in  Asia  as  well 
as  in  Europe  and  Latin  America;   and  be- 


cause of  the  opportunities  for  spiritual  help 
to  our  brethren  and  others  in  Europe,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  go  on  record  as  seeking 
to  adapt  our  work  to  meet  the  demands  of 
the  situation  and  the  needs  open  to  us.  In 
view  of  the  probability  that  our  missionaries 
may  be  called  on  for  great  self-denial,  we  also 
pledge  ourselves  to  self-denial  in  giving  more 
generously,  in  order  to  make  possible  advance 
instead  of  retreat,  and  to  reassure  our  mis- 
sionaries that  we  are  ready  to  associate  our- 
selves with  them  in  self-sacrifice. 

V.  Fraternal  Greetings  to  Our  Foreign 
Missionaries 

WHEREAS,  We  have  heard  anew,  in  this 
Mission  Board  Meeting,  the  urgent  calls  from 
our  far-flung  mission  fields,  where  the  harvest 
is  plenteous  and  ready  for  the  reapers,  and  the 
laborers  altogether  too  few,  and 

WHEREAS,  The  task  of  evangelizing  the 
lost  in  all  our  mission  fields  is  becoming 
more  difficult  because  of  spiritual  indiffer- 
ence, social  and  economic  instability,  and 
world-wide  political  upheavals,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  sending  our  fraternal 
greetings  to  the  missionaries  on  all  our  for- 
eign fields,  we  reassure  them  of  our  loyal  sup- 
port by  prayer  and  material  means,  commend- 
ing them  to  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  the  protection  of  Him  who  said:  "Lo, 
I  am  with  you  alway,"  and  reminding  our- 
selves of  the  injunction  of  Christ,  which  has 
served  as  a  motto  for  this  meeting,  namely, 
"Occupy  till  I  come." 

VI.  Gratitude  to  Our  Hosts 
Be  it  Resolved,  That  we  express  our  grate- 
ful appreciation  to  the  authorities  of  Goshen 
College  for  the  use  of  the  College  Union 
Building  and  the  other  buildings  and  facili- 
ties; for  the  efficient  arrangements  for  our 
physical  comforts,  and  the  friendly  entertain- 
ment in  charge  of  the  local  committees;  and 
the  helpful  co-operation  of  the  members  of 
the  neighboring  congregations. 

Special  thanks  are  due  to  the  Goshen  Farms 
Dairy  and  the  Goshen  Implement  Company 
for  valuable  equipment  loaned;  and  to  the 
Goshen  City  Police  Department  for  delegat- 
ing an  officer  to  direct  the  traffic  after  the 
larger  sessions. 

We  move  the  adoption  of  this  resolution 
by  a  rising  vote  of  all  the  visitors. 


Greetings 


Greetings  from  Puerto  Rico 

Annual  Meeting  of  the 

Mennonite  Board  of  Missions  and  Charities 

Dear  Brethren: 

On  behalf  of  the  missionaries  of  the  Puerto 
Rico  Mennonite  Mission  we  extend  to  you 
our  Christian  greetings.  May  the  Lord  bless 
your  meetings  and  plans  for  the  coming  year 
of  missionary  activity. 

Paul  Lauver,  Secretary. 

Greetings  from  Argentina 

Mennonite  Board  Annual  Meeting 
Goshen  College 
Goshen,  Indiana 

Argentine  Missionaries  Greet  Brotherhood. 
With  You  in  Spirit. 

Litwiller,  Secretary. 

Greetings  from  Japan 

Osaka-Tokyo,  Japan 
June  1,  1950 
Dear  Brethren  and  Sisters  of  the  Forty-fourth 
Annual  Board  Meeting: 

May  we  greet  you  in  the  name  of  Him 
whose  final  commission  you  are  now  in  the 
process  of  implementing. 


We  count  it  all  joy  that  we  can  fellowship 
with  you  in  prayer  during  these  momentous 
days.  May  the  reverberations  set  in  motion 
there  reach  out  until  they  encircle  the  whole 
earth,  to  accost  many  souls  with  the  claims 
of  the  Gospel. 

We  would  like  to  share  with  you  in  your 
concern  for  our  sister  mission  in  China.  To 
witness  behind  the  "bamboo  curtain"  today 
is  a  high  and  fearful  calling.  May  we  humbly 
suggest  that  the  Board  sponsor  and  publicize 
July  12  (suggested  in  "Daily  Prayer  Calen- 
dar") as  a  church-wide  special  day  of  prayer 
in  behalf  of  the  Gospel  in  China. 

New  evidences  of  Japan's  preparation  for 
the  Truth  are  brought  to  us  almost  daily. 
We  pray  for  the  day  when  the  language 
barrier  will  begin  to  crumble,  so  that  we  can 
do  more  than  contact  an  elite,  English-speak- 
ing group  or  work  through  an  interpreter. 

"Now  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  himself,  and 
God  our  Father  .  .  .  comfort  your  hearts  and 
establish  them  in  every  good  WORK  and 
WORD"  as  you  proceed  with  the  work  of 
the  Board. 

In  Christian  love, 

Carl  and  Esther  Beck, 

Ralph  and  Genevieve  Buckwalter. 


Mennonite  Board  of  Missions  and 
Institutions 

Summary  Report  of  City  Missions 


1949 
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Number  of   workers   including   pastor     5 

3 

3 

3 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

Total  church  membership   Jan.  1,  1949   39 

31 

128 

85 

94 

46 

103 

34 

Total  confessions  during  the  year         16 

40 

7 

18 

12 

8 

4 

2 

2 

Number  received  into  the  church: 

By  baptism 

27 

1 

2 

5 

1 

1 

By  confession                                            1 

8 

1 

3 

2 

2 

By  letter 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

2 

Number  of  members  lost: 

By  death 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

By  withdrawal 

1 

3 

1 

1 

By  expulsion 

4 

By  letter 

2 

3 

1 

5 

9 

4 

Number  of  applications   for  baptism       5 

4 

14 

Number  of  meetings  held  each  week     7 

6 

3 

3 

4 

6 

10 

3 

9 

Enrollments: 

Home  Department                                 24 

6 

25 

6 

6 

5 

20 

Cradle   Roll                                 t            34 

35 

10 

27 

5 

12 

34 

14 

11 

All  Departments                                    207 

160 

160 

113 

130 

120 

119 

167 

119 

Aver,  attendance   in  Sunday  school     84 

112 

120 

85 

101 

72 

74 

104 

94 

Summary  Report  of  Mexican  Missions 


1949 


Mennonite  Mexican  Mission  Mennonite  Mexican 

Chicago,  Illinois  Mission 

Frank  M.  Ventura,  Pastor  Spanish  Mennonite  Church     Mathis,  Texas 
Alda  Rosenberger  La  Junta,  Colorado     Eldo  J.  Miller,  Pastor 

Dorothy  Bean  David  Castillo,  Pastor         Bertha  Miller 


Number  of  workers   including  pastor 
Total  church   membership   Jan.    1,    1949 
Total  confessions  during  the  year 
Number  received  into  the  church: 

By  baptism 

By  confession 

By  letter 
Number  of  members  lost: 

By  death 

By  withdrawal 

By  expulsion 

By  letter 
Number  of  applications  for  baptism 
Number  of  meetings  held  each  week 
Enrollments: 

Home  Department 

Cradle  Roll 

All  Departments 
Average    attendance    in    Sunday   school 


10 

25 

125 
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Summary  Report  of  Colored  Mission 


Bethel,  Chicago,  Illinois 
James  H.  Lark,  Pastor 
1949  Rowena  Lark,  Emma  Fisher, 

Leona  Litwiller 
Number  of  workers  including  pastor  4 

Total  church  membership  Jan.  1,  1949  55 

Total  confessions  during  the  year  23 

Number  received  into  the  church: 

By  baptism  42 

By  confession  13 

By  letter 
Number  of  members  lost: 

By  death 

By  withdrawal  9 

By  expulsion 

By  letter  1 

Number  of  applications  for  baptism 
Number  of  meetings  held  each  week  4 

Enrollments: 

Home  Department 

Cradle  Roll 

All  Departments 
Average  attendance  in  Sunday  school  100 


Summary  Report  of  Rural  Missions 

A.     Report  of  Missions 

Bethel  Springs  Advance 

Culp,  Arkansas  Culp,  Arkansas 

Frank  Horst,  Pastor  Frank  Horst,  Pastor 

Mrs.  Frank  Horst  Clifford  Strubhar,  Supt. 

1949  G.  M.  Sexton,  S.S.  Supt.  Mae  Strubhar 

Paul  G.  Kniss,  Mrs.  Paul  G.  Kniss         Ezra  Beachy 

Albert  Buckwalter        Vadene  Lester,  Almus  Lester 
Number  of  workers   including   pastor  6  5 

Total  church  membership  Jan.   1,    1949  54  none  resident 

Total  confessions  during  the  year  6  1 

Number  received  into  the  church: 

By  baptism  5 

By  confession  1 

By  letter 
Number  of  members  lost: 
By  death 
By  withdrawal 

By  expulsion  2* 

By  letter  3 

Number  of  applications  for  baptism 
Number  of  meetings  held  each  week  3 

Enrollments: 

Home  Department  1 

Cradle  Roll 


All  Departments 

69 

Average    attendance    in    Sunday 

school              45 

*  Transfer 

B.     Report  of  School 

Bethel  Springs  School 

Culp,  Arkansas 

Albert  Buckwalter  and 

Paul  Kniss,  Principals 

1949 

Teachers: 

Mae  Strubhar 
Marie  Kaufman 
Dorothy  Horst 

Number  of  students  by  classes: 

1st 

3 

2nd 

9 

3rd 

2 

4th 

5 

5th 

3 

6th 

3 

7th 

5 

8th 

2 

9th 

5 

10th 

•  2 

11th 

2 

12th 

1 

Number  in  graduating  class 

1 

Number  of  Mennonites  in  school 

20 

Number  of  non-Mennonites  in  school 

21 

Number  of  volumes  in  library 

1226 
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Summary  Report  of  Charitable  Institutions 
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Number  of  workers 

Number  in  institution  Jan.   1,   1949 

Number  admitted  during  the  year 

Number  died  during  the  year 

Number  dismissed  during  the  year 

Number  of  religious  services  at  the  institution 

each  week 

Number  of  Christians  in  institution 

Number  of  non-Christians   in  institution 

Number  of  confessions  during  the  year 

Number  received  into  church  fellowship 

Number  placed  in  homes  during  the  year 


7 

7 

11 

10 

39 

41 

56 

32 

9 

9 

47 

21 

7 

4 

3 

47 

14 

regular 

8 

7 

8 

All 

40 

1 

20 

15 

18 

2 

2 

9 

2 

6 

5 

Summary  Report  of  Hospitals  and  Sanitariums 

Report  of  Mennonite  Hospital  and  Sanitarium 


La  Junta,  Colorado 

Allen  H.  Erb,  Administrator 
Mrs.  Maude  Swartzendruber,  Director  of 

Nursing  Service 
Wilmer  J.  Dye,  Assistant  Administrator 
Total  number  of  hospital  beds  available 

130 
Percentage  of  occupancy  (year's  average) 

69.1 
Average  daily  census  for  the  year  ....  90 
Number  of  patients  admitted  during  the 

year 4043 

Number  of  patients  discharged 3922 

Number  of  patients  died 115 

Number  of  patients  in  institution  at 

close  of  the  year  86 


Number  of  operations  performed  during 
the  year 

Major  430 

Minor 826 

1256 

Number  of  efforts  of  personal  work  .  .  2631 
Number  of  church  members  ministered 

to 2443 

Number  of  nonchurch  members 

ministered  to 591 

Number  of  children  and  newborn 

ministered  to 1009 

Detail  on  sanitarium: 

Number  of  beds  available  21 

Average  daily  census 18.3 


Workers 


Nora  Miller 
Zelma  Brunk 
Ada  Slagell 


Director  of  Education 
Clinical  Instructor 
Clinical  Instructor 
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Edna  Amstutz 

Myrtle  Schweitzer 

Mary  Jane  Swartzendruber 

Grace  Augsburger 

Rose  Kauffman 

Ruth  Brubaker 

Beulah  Nice 

Kathryn  Miller 

Sara  Plank 

Geraldine  Hansen 

Helen  Good 

Mary  Lou  Snyder 

Eloise  Miller 

Pauline  Dooley 

Eileen  Hostetler 

Mary  Mayeda 

Mrs.  Ruth  Adams 

Mrs.  Florence  Sample 

Mrs.  Anna  Mae  Showalter 

Virginia  Gomoll 

Violet  Wilson 

Elizabeth  Regier 

Mrs.  Margaret  Carter 

Thelma  Burton 

Mrs.  Lela  Landis 

Vernon  C.  Landis 

Eugene  Schulz 

Maxine  Smeltzer 

Nora  Stalter 

Genevieve  Sturges 

Mrs.  Agnes  Kauffman 

Mrs.  Mina  Esch 

Mrs.  Matilda  Gage 

Mrs.  Leota  Schmidt 

Mrs.  Mary  Landis 

Mrs.  Carmen  Cook 


Clinical  Instructor 

Tuberculosis  Instructor  and  San.  Supervisor 

Operating   Room   Technical   Instructor   and 

Operating  Room  Supervisor 
Medical  Supervisor 
7-11  General  Supervisor 
3-11  Supervisor 
3-11  Obstetrical  Supervisor 
Surgical  Head  Nurse 
Surgical  Assistant  Head  Nurse 
Medical  Head  Nurse 
Operating  Room  Head  Nurse 
Nursery  Head  Nurse 
Pediatrics  Head  Nurse 
General  Staff 
Obstetrics  Head  Nurse 
Relief  Nurse 

Relief  Nurse  (Part  Time) 
Relief  Nurse  (Part  Time) 
Relief  Nurse  (Part  Time) 
Laboratory  Technician 
Assistant  Technician 
X-ray  Technician 
Assistant  Technician 
Office  Clerk 
Secretary 
Bookkeeper 
Credit  Manager 
School  Bookkeeper 
Record  Librarian 
Office  Clerk 
Sewing  Room 
Housekeeping  Supervisor 
Housemother 
Dietitian 
1st  Cook 
2nd  Cook 


Dietary   Department 


Mrs.  Alberta  Brashears 
Mrs.  Violet  Coward 
Mrs.  Alta  Crowder 
Darlene  Giesbrecht 
Garnet  Hoover 
Mrs.  Martha  Inskeep 
Joyce  Jekel  (Part  Time) 
Mrs.  Marie  Jekel  (Part  Time) 


Emma  Mills  (Part  Time) 
Chizu  Okugawa  (Part  Time) 
Mrs.  Winnie  Pennington 
Alice  Pugh  (Part  Time) 
Betty  Pugh 
Mrs.  Verna  Schott 
Mrs.  Blanche  Wright 
Mrs.  Helen  Yett 


Maintenance  Department 

A.  W.  Rhodes 
Orva  Wenger 
Alvin  Yoder 


93 


Housekeeping  Department 


Mabel  Bitikofer 
Clareen  Giesbrecht 
Velda  Giesbrecht 
Cora  Sanchez 


Lillie  Shanyz 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Swan 
Mrs.  Mary  Wenger  (Part  Time) 
Mrs.  Grace  Wilson 
[Mabel  Hostetler 


Laundry  Department 


Mrs.  T.  C.  Carlisle  (Part  Time) 
Mrs.  Goldie  Goins 
Mrs.  Margaret  Hawkins 
Miss  Maurice  Miller 


Mrs.  Dora  Cross 

Elizabeth  Detwiler 

Ida  Egli 

Dorothy  Eigsti 

Lillian  Estes 

Arvilla  Gingerich 

Mabel  Gingerich 

Maryann  Hoffman 

Janet  Millard  (Part  Time) 


Freshmen 
Marjorie  Bechtel 
Doris  Birkey 
Florence  Burkhart 
Juanita  Detwiler 
Agnes  Eby 
Francis  Garber 
Thelma  Goetz 
Doris  Holaway 
Helen  Dietzel 
Joyce  Long 
Dorothy  Miller 
Virginia  Nafziger 
Anna  Ruth  Nafziger 
Leta  Oyer 
Phyllis  Snyder 
Viva  Stoltzfus 
Iris  Yoder 
Ruth  Unternahrer 


Mrs.  Hattie  Sparks 
Mrs.  Fred  Venter 
Arthur  Waters 
Mrs.  Mary  Waters 


Nurse  Aides 


Leon  Miller 
Hazel  Payne 
Mrs.  Grace  Rhodes 
Orpha  Thomas 
Mrs.  Henry  Wells 
Aaron  Yoder,  Orderly 
Madelene  Yoder 
Mrs.  Mildred  Yoder 


Students 

Juniors 
Lona  Deter 
Ruth  Martin 
Donna  Belle  Garber 
Patricia  Shellenberger 
Betty  Rice 
Marjorie  Atwater 
Marcella  Albrecht 
Bernice  Lehman 
Clara  Mae  Lehman 
Mildred   Jarboe 
Dorothy  Reil 
Emma  Snyder 
Blanche  Hartzler 


Seniors 
Clara  Esch 
Miriam  Kuhns 
Carolyn  Kehr 
Zelma  Frey 
Ruth  Umble 
Ethel  Lehman 
Waneta  Sommers 
Mary  Ellen  Grieser 
Doris  Gautsche 
La  Verne  Beyler 
Bertha  Alderfer 
Edith  Amstutz 
Geraldine  Bender 
Ardis  Brenneman 
Vera   Yoder 
Anna  Suderman 
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Report  of  Kiowa  County  Memorial  Hospital 

Greensburg,  Kansas 

Wesley  Jantz,  Administrator 

Lydia  Diener,  Director  of  Nursing  Service 

Total  number  of  hospital  beds  available    20 

Date  of  the  opening  of  the  hospital 

February  26,  1950 

Workers: 

Mabel   Guengerich    Superintendent  of  Nursing  Service 

Mary  Ulrich   Registered  Nurse 

Joy   Barber    Registered  Nurse 

Mrs.  Effie  Couch  Registered  Nurse 

Roy  Rhodes    Maintenance  Man 

Mrs.  Roy  Rhodes  Cook 

Peggy  Rhodes    Office  Clerk  and  Stenographer 

Grace  Selzer Cook's  Assistant 

Martha  King    Nurse  Aide 

Samilda  Leichty Nurse  Aide 

Mrs.  Ben  Jantz Nurse  Aide 
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Directory  of  Foreign  Missionaries 


Directory  of  India  Missionaries 

Missionaries  in  Central  Provinces,  India 

Bauer,  Royal  and  Evelyn,  Drug,  C.P.,  India 
Beare,  G.  H.  and  Ida, 

Balodgahan,  via  Dhamtari,  C.P,.  India 
Dietzel,  Arnold  and  Wilmetta, 

Shantipur,  via  Dhamtari,  C.P.,  India 
Erb,  Elizabeth, 

Sihawa,  via  Dhamtari,  C.P.,  India 
Friesen,  John  A.  and  Genevieve, 

Dondi,  via  Rajnandgaon,  C.P.,  India 
Good,  Mary  M., 

Balodgahan,  via  Dhamtari,  C.  P.  India 
Graber,  Lena,  Dhamtari,  C.P.,  India 
Groff,  Weyburn  W.  and  Thelma, 

Sihawa,  via  Dhamtari,  C.P.,  India 
Hostetler,  Wilbur  and  Velma, 

Dhamtari,  C.P.,  India 
Hummel,  Goldie, 

Sihawa,  via  Dhamtari,  C.P.,  India 
King,  S.  M.  and  Nellie, 

Dhamtari,  C.P.,  India 
Miller,  S.  Paul  and  Vesta, 

Jamgaon,  via  Drug,  C.P.,  India 
Moyer,  Marie, 

Sihawa,  via  Dhamtari,  C.P.,  India 
Nafziger,  Florence,  Dhamtari,  C.P.,  India 
Penner,  Elizabeth, 

Jamgaon,  via  Drug,  C.P.,  India 
Sell,  Blanche, 

Sihawa,  via  Dhamtari,  C.P.,  India 
Weaver,  Edwin  I.  and  Irene, 

Dhamtari,  C.P.,  India 
Yoder,  J.  G.  and  Fyrne, 

Dhamtari,  C.P.,  India 
Yoder,  Rhea,  Woodstock  School, 

Landour-Mussoorie,  U.P.  India 

Missionaries  on  Furlough  from  Central 
Provinces,  India 

Rohrer,  Anna  Lois,  R.  2,  Wadsworth,  Ohio 
Smucker,  R.  R., 

1711  Prairie  Street,  Elkhart,  Indiana 
Troyer,  Dana  and  Verna,  c/o 
H.  P.  Evans,  M.D.,  Keystone,  West  Virginia 


Missionaries  from  Central  Provinces,  India, 
on  Retirement 

Brunk,  A.  C, 

1711   Prairie   Street,  Elkhart,  Indiana 
Esch,  Mina  B., 

Mennonite  Hospital,  La  Junta,  Colorado 
Friesen,  P.  A.  and  Florence, 

Greensburg,  Kansas 
Kaufman,  J.  N., 

110  Florence  Avenue,  East  Peoria,  Illinois 
Lapp,  G.  J.  and  Fannie, 

1803  South  Main,  Goshen,  Indiana 

Missionaries  in  Bihar,  India 

Beachy,  John  E.  and  Miriam, 

Tori,  E.I.R.,  Chandwa  P.O.,  Bihar,  India 
Becker,  Henry  D.  and  Gladys, 

Latehar,  E.I.R.,  Palamau,  Bihar,  India 
Kniss,  Paul  and  Esther, 

Latehar,  E.I.R.,  Palamau,  Bihar,  India 
Vogt,  Milton  C.  and  Esther, 

Tori,  E.I.R.,  Chandwa  P.O.,  Bihar,  India  | 

Missionaries  on  Furlough  from  Bihar,  India 

Hostetler,  S.  J.  and  Ida, 

R.  5,  West  Wind,  Goshen,  Indiana 

Directory  of  Argentine 
Missionaries 

Missionaries  in  Argentina 

Byler,  B.  Frank  and  Anna,  Alfonso 

XIII-1195,  Bragado,  FCNDFS,  Argentina 
Hallman,  William  E.  and  Beatrice, 

Trenque  Lauquen,  FCNDFS,  Argentina 
Koppenhaver,  J.  H.  and  Ruth,  Pte.  Peron 

138,  Carlos  Casares,  FCNDFS,  Argentina 
Litwiller,  Nelson  and  Ada, 

Mercedes  149,  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina 
Miller,  Daniel  and  Eunice,  Sarmiento 

Esq  Alem  America,  FCNDFS,  Argentina 
Rutt,  J.  L.  and  Mary, 

Casilla  20,  Cosquin,  FCCNA,  Argentina 
Sieber,  Floyd  and  Alyce, 

Bragado,  FCNDFS,  Argentina 
Swartzentruber,  Amos  and  Edna, 
Rivarol  280,  Pehuajo,  FCNDFS,  Argentina 
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Lawrence  and  Dorothy  Meizler  Brunk,  now  in 
language  school  in  Paraguay. 


Missionaries  in  Language  School 

Brunk,  Lawrence  and  Dorothy, 

Apartado  Aereo  653,  Medellin,  Colombia 

Missionaries  on  Furlough 

Snyder,  Doris, 

1711  Prairie  Street,  Elkhart,  Indiana 
Hershey,  T.  K.  and  Mae, 

Elverson,  Pennsylvania 
Good,  Edna,  R.  3,  Waterloo,  Ontario,  Canada 
Weber,  L.  S.  and  Edna,  Mennonite 

Publishing  House,  Scottdale,  Pennsylvania 

Missionaries  from  Argentina  on  Retirement 

Lantz,  D.  P.  and  Lillie,  2201  West  Bijou 

Street,  Colorado   Springs,  Colorado 

Missionaries  in  the  Chaco 

Cressman,  Mabel,  Casilla  53,  Pcia,  R.S. 

Pena,  Chaco,  Argentina 
Cressman,  Una,  Casilla  3,  Pcia,  R.S. 

Pena,  Chaco,  Argentina 
Miller,  S.  E.  and  Ella  May, 
Casilla  53,  Pcia,  R.S.  Pena,  Chaco,  Argentina 


Missionaries  on  Furlough 

Shank,  J.  W.  and  Selena, 

Landisville,  Pennsylvania 

Missionaries  Under  Appointment 

Buckwalter,  Albert  and  Lois,  Culp,  Arkansas 


Directory  of  Japan  Missionaries 

Beck,  Carl  and  Esther,  A.P.O.  25,  c/o 

Postmaster,  San  Francisco,  California 

Buckwalter,  Ralph  and  Genevieve,  Tokyo 
Foreign  Missionaries,  Box  20,  A.P.O.  500, 
c/o  Postmaster,  San  Francisco,  California 


Directory  of  Puerto  Rico 
Missionaries 

Missionaries  in  Puerto  Rico 

Hershey,  Lester  T.  and  Alta, 

Box  1018,  Aibonito,  Puerto  Rico 
Lauver,  Paul  and  Lois,  La  Plata,  Puerto  Rico 
Litwiller,  Beulah, 

Box  1018,  Aibonito,  Puerto  Rico 
Nachtigall,  Wilbur  and  Grace, 

Palo  Hincado,  Barranquitas,  Puerto  Rico 
Reimer,  Linda,  La  Plata,  Puerto  Rico 
Shantz,  Marjorie,  La  Plata,  Puerto  Rico 
Springer,  Elmer  and  Clara, 

Box  1018,  Aibonito,  Puerto  Rico 
Troyer,  George  D.  and  Kathryn, 

Box  1018,  Aibonito,  Puerto  Rico 
Troyer,  Nortell  and  Elda, 

Box  1018,  Aibonito,  Puerto  Rico 
Yoder,  Marie  A., 

Box  1018,  Aibonito,  Puerto  Rico 


Directory  of  China  Missionaries 

Missionaries  in  China 
Bean,  Ruth  M., 

Hochwan,  Szechwan,  West  China 
Blosser,  Eugene  and  Luella,  House  51, 

Huasipa,  Chengtu,  Szechwan,  West  China 
McCammon,  Don  and  Dorothy, 

Hochwan,   Szechwan,   West   China 
Weaver,  Christine, 

Hochwan,    Szechwan,   West  China 
Missionaries  Under  Appointment  to  China 
Beyler,  Clayton  and  Gladys,  Hesston,  Kansas 
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INDIA  ANNUAL  REPORT 


Central  Provinces,  India 
Mennonite  Mission 

By  Way  of  the  Throne 

By  Arnold  J.  Dietzel 


IN  April  of  1950  Brother  R.  R.  Smucker  left 
India  for  the  homeland  after  many  years 
of  faithful  service.  His  last  term  of  service 
was  in  the  role  of  a  "pinch-hitter"  in  the  work 
of  the  Lord.  We  all  admired  his  courage  and 
optimism  as  he  worked  and  lived  alone  with- 
out his  loving  companion  but  with  his  Lord 
and  with  his  friends.  One  of  the  things  he 
said  that  made  a  deep  impression  on  me  was 
this:  ".  .  .  there  is  always  a  way  out!" 

With  the  surge  of  nationalism  running 
rampant  throughout  the  Orient  and  with  a 
certain  feeling  of  maturity  on  the  part  of  our 
Indian  co-workers  after  fifty  years  of  endeavor 
together  it  is  needless  to  say  that  your  workers 


here  in  India  are  challenged  time  and  time 
again  to  "look  up."  Yes,  there  is  always  a 
way  out  and  that  is  "by  way  of  the  throne." 
Philippians  4:13,  "I  can  do  all  things  through 
Christ  which  strengtheneth  me."  The  chief 
concern  of  your  workers  here  is  that  the  Gos- 
pel is  preached.  Heathendom  surrounds  the 
church  here  on  every  hand!  India  still  needs 
Christ!  The  church  here  is  in  a  period  of 
transition.  As  long  as  we  all  go  forward  as 
brethren  in  Christ  and  move  forward  "On 
Our  Knees  Ever  Looking  Upward,"  Phil. 
4:13  is  assured.  The  way  out  is  always  the 
way  of  the  throne! 

Shantipur,  via  Dhamtari,  C.P.,  India. 


Mohadi  Annual  Report,  1949 

By  Wilbur  and  Velma  Hostetler 


EARLY  IN  the  year  the  men  toured  in  the 
Panduka  and  Gariaband  vicinities,  fif- 
teen or  twenty  miles  east  of  Mohadi.  In  the 
latter  place  a  number  of  people  had  been  can- 
didates for  baptism  seven  or  eight  years  ago, 
but  for  various  reasons  they  did  not  come  the 
whole  way.  After  these  many  years  they  did 
not  seem  very  interested,  but  we  hope  the 
Holy  Spirit  will  direct  them  again  to  realize 
their  spiritual  need.  Raghua  was  loaned  to 
Mohadi  for  the  touring  season;  then  in  July 
he  was  transferred  here.  He  continued  to  live 
in  Kurud,  but  always  joins  us  on  tour.  In 
December  Hanuk  also  came  to  Mohadi;  so 
now  we  have  three  preachers.  Shivrajsingh 
suffers  with  asthma,  and  tent  life  aggravates 
the  disease.  We  opened  a  reading  room  in 
the  dispensary  and  put  him  in  charge  of  it. 
This  gives  him  many  opportunities  for  per- 
sonal work  without  too  much  physical  exer- 
tion. Bisrai  Bai  continues  as  our  only  Bible 
woman.  There  are  about  six  villages  which 
she  visits  regularly  when  she  is  not  with  us  on 
tour.   I  wish  we  could  report  conversions  re- 


sulting from  the  year's  work,  but  so  far  there 
is  apparently  none. 

Medical  Work 

We  do  not  encourage  people  to  come  to  us 
for  treatment  because  we  have  no  trained 
worker.  But  they  come  anyway,  even  from 
Kurud,  twelve  miles  away,  where  there  is  a 
government  hospital.  So  we  give  elementary 
treatment  and  use  the  opportunities  to  do 
personal  evangelism.  Since  Shivrajsingh  has 
the  reading  room  in  the  dispensary,  he  also 
helps  give  medicine,  especially  when  we  are 
on  tour. 

Mohadi  Congregation 

There  are  only  thirteen  families  in  this 
church,  of  whom  only  nine  live  near  enough 
to  attend  church  regularly.  Of  these  nine, 
four  fathers  have  employment  away  from 
home  at  least  part  of  each  year.  All  the  school 
children  above  the  fourth  class  are  away  in 
the  mission  boarding  schools  ten  months  of 
the  year.  So  the  congregational  group  is  small. 
Twice  during  the  year,  when   the  boarders 
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were  home  for  vacation,  we  had  revival  meet- 
ings— a  week  each  time.  The  first  time  we 
also  had  daily  vacation  Bible  school,  and  the 
second  time  we  observed  Family  Week. 
Shivrajsingh,  the  deacon,  has  kept  the  church 
together  commendably  during  the  years  when 
there  was  no  resident  pastor,  and  he  still  takes 
charge  when  we  are  not  at  home. 
Miscellaneous 
Transportation   is  still  a   problem,  though 


mitigated  somewhat  by  the  acquisition  of  a 
jeep.  Periodically  the  Forest  Department  de- 
nies us  the  privilege  of  driving  on  the  forest 
roads.  We  have  petitioned  the  government 
to  open  a  post  office  in  Mohadi,  and  we  have 
been  assured  that  it  would  be  granted,  but 
it  does  not  look  hopeful  now.  So  we  still  have 
our  mission  arrangement  for  mail  service  from 
Dhamtari  by  foot. 
Mohadi,  C.P.,  India. 


Bible  women   of  the   Church   in   India. 


In  the  East 


By  Arnold  and  Wilmetta  Dietzel 


I  RECALL  vividly  our  first  impressions  of 
the  Orient  as  we  entered  Port  Said,  Egypt, 
the  "gateway  to  the  Orient"  at  the  northern 
entrance  to  the  Suez  Canal.  Because  of  con- 
siderable illness  in  our  family  along  with  the 
many  adjustments  which  are  necessary  for 
Americans  coming  to  the  Orient,  our  first 
year  in  India  was  somewhat  difficult.  We  do 
rejoice  that  the  Lord  was  so  good  to  us.  We 
are  all  happy  and  well  and  can  at  least  speak 
a  minimum  of  Hindi.  Wilmetta  and  I  each 
passed  Hindi  I  in  first  division.   On  October 


8,  1949,  we  took  up  our  first  appointment  in 
work  for  the  American  Mennonite  Mission  in 
India — the  work  among  the  lepers  at  Shanti- 
pur.  Really  it  is  our  second  appointment,  for 
our  first  appointment  was  language  study. 
And  what  an  important  and  tedious  assign- 
ment that  was! 

In  Shantipur 

Now  that  we  have  our  own  home  and  are 

"up-to-the-gills"  in  work,  we  do  feel  that  we 

truly  are  IN  THE  EAST!  No,  we  have  not 

made  all  of  the  adjustments  yet,  but  we  feel 
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settled  and  satisfied  that  we  are  serving  where 
He  would  have  us  serve.  At  present  we  have 
about  190  adult  patients  who  look  to  us  for 
food,  clothing,  shelter,  and  medical  care.  Of 
these  190,  some  thirty  are  cared  for  in  our 
hospital  wards  because  their  ulcers  are  so 
serious  or  because  they  have  complications  of 
some  other  physical  ailments  making  it  diffi- 
cult for  them  to  look  after  themselves.  The 
other  160  live  in  little  cottages  spread  about 
the  grounds  in  neat  array.  Each  cottage  has 
three  little  rooms,  each  room  accommodating 
four  patients  who  take  care  of  their  own  eat- 
ing and  sleeping  arrangements.  A  very  small 
monthly  allowance  is  given  each  patient  with 
which  he  buys  his  daily  needs  at  a  local 
bazaar.  The  institution  furnishes  the  most 
basic  needs — rice  being  the  most  essential.  An 
Indian's  life  revolves  around  rice  pretty  large- 
ly. Of  course,  we  also  furnish  housing,  medi- 
cal care,  clothing,  fuel  for  lighting,  and  some 
of  the  fuel  for  cooking. 

In  addition  to  the  adult  patients  we  have 
about  eight  children  who  are  leprosy  patients. 
They  live  quite  differently  from  American 
boys  and  girls.  And  they  are  quite  happy 
here.  I  wish  you  could  see  their  smiling  faces 
when  I  go  out  to  visit  them.  Won't  you  pray 
that  God  will  supply  us  with  a  good  teacher 
for  our  little  primary  school  for  our  leper  chil- 
dren! 

Just  near  the  bungalow  live  thirty-three  chil- 
dren who  are  clean  and  healthy,  but  whose 
parents  are  leprous.    Some  of  the  children's 


Wilmetta,  Ronald  Loren,  and  Margaret  Elma 

Dietzel.  Margaret  Elma  was  almost  a  Christmas 

present! 


parents  are  here  in  our  institution  and  some 
of  the  parents  are  roving  about  the  country  as 
beggars  and  just  bring  their  children  here  for 
care.  In  many  cases  one  of  the  parents  is  a 
leprosy  patient  and  the  other  is  living  in  a 
village  as  a  normal  and  healthy  man  or 
woman.  Leprosy  separates  families  just  like  a 
great  monster  over  which  man  has  no  control. 
We  are  praying  to  God  that  some  of  the  new 
experiments  with  sulphetrone  will  help  to 
bring  some  of  these  families  together  again  by 
the  grace  of  God.  Our  latest  addition  to  our 
Healthy  Children's  Home  is  a  little  baby 
brought  to  us  by  its  leprous  parents  when  it 
was  only  thirteen  days  old — so  frail  and  bony. 
It  is  now  five  weeks  old  and  weighs  only  five 
pounds. 

The  children  at  our  Healthy  Children's 
Home  go  to  the  village  primary  school  which 
is  receiving  a  subsidy  from  the  mission.  All  of 
the  children  from  our  staff  families  go  to  this 
school  also.  In  addition  to  these,  over  forty 
children  from  surrounding  villages  come  for 
a  little  "laming."  At  present  three  Christian 
teachers  have  a  wonderful  opportunity  to 
witness  to  these  eighty  children,  many  of 
whom  are  from  Hindu  homes.  Two  of  our 
teachers  operate  night  school  adult  education 
classes  in  near-by  villages.  Our  church  plans 
to  follow  up  these  classes  by  placing  tracts  and 
booklets  in  homes  where  some  have  learned  to 
read  a  little.  Thus  they  will  not  revert  to 
illiteracy  so  soon  because  of  a  lack  of  reading 
materials.  We  hope,  too,  that  along  with  a 
prevention  of  reversion  there  might  be  con- 
version. 

We  have  an  all-Indian  staff  who  help  us 
care  for  these  people.  There  are  eighteen  peo- 
ple at  present  serving  on  our  healthy  staff  and 
about  fifty-one  patients  who  are  also  serving 
on  the  staff.  Five  healthy  staff  members 
serve  in  the  hospital  and  about  twenty-five 
patients  assist  them  as  practical  nurses,  wound 
dressers,  water  carriers,  washers,  and  cooks. 
The  other  twenty-seven  patients  who  serve  on 
the  staff  do  various  sorts  of  work  about  the 
institution  grounds  and  are  under  the  super- 
vison  of  Brother  O.  P.  Ram,  our  caretaker. 
Gardeners,  cooks,  goat  herders,  farm  workers, 
cattle  herders,  night  watchers,  matrons,  and 
mates,  do  much  of  the  rice  farming,  white- 
washing, minor  repair  work,  care  of  lawns 
and  gardens,  and  caring  for  the  institution. 
Two  patients  teach  in  the  primary  school  for 
our  leprous  children.   These  teachers  are  un- 
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trained,  however,  and  the  children  learn  so 
little.  The  American  Mennonite  Mission  ap- 
pointed us  to  Shantipur  to  superintend  all  of 
this  work.  Actually  I  am  not  serving  the  Men- 
nonite Mission  in  the  capacity  of  superintend- 
ent of  Shantipur  Leper  Home  and  Hospital 
but  am  the  official  representative  of  the  Mis- 
sion to  Lepers  with  head  offices  in  London. 
Our  mission  always  supplies  that  representa- 
tive. Medical  care  as  well  as  the  basic  main- 
tenance of  the  home  are  provided  jointly  by 
the  Mission  to  Lepers  of  London  and  Amer- 
ican Leprosy  Missions. 

In  Shantipur  Mennonite  Church 

Another  of  my  responsibilities  is  pastoral 
work  of  the  Shantipur  Mennonite  Church. 
This  is  the  most  important  and  most  challeng- 
ing work.  In  reality  I  do  all  of  the  above- 
mentioned  work  for  the  privilege  of  doing 
spiritual  work  among  our  dear  people  here  at 
Shantipur  village.  We  have  a  beautiful  though 
simple  church  building  here.  I  believe  our 
congregation  is  second  largest  in  the  Indian 
Mennonite  Conference.  O.  P.  Ram  is  my  fel- 
low pastor.  Most  of  our  evangelistic  work  at 
this  station  is  done  among  the  patients — a  very 
needy  and  yet  sometimes  responsive  field.  At 
present  we  have  only  one  evangelistic  worker 
who  works  part  time  among  the  women.  It 
is  our  hope  that  voluntary  workers  will  carry 
on  evangelistic  work  in  the  village  and  in  sur- 
rounding villages  rather  than  the  conventional 
mission-paid  employees.  This  is  new  India 
and  I  feel  that  Shantipur  is  one  of  our 
churches  that  is  leading  the  way  toward  in- 
digenous activity.  Brother  O.  P.  Ram  for  a 
number  of  years  has  been  serving  as  pastor 
here  without  support.  We  praise  the  Lord  for 
workers  who  are  willing  to  step  forward  un- 
selfishly in  His  service. 

Recently  the  church  has  decided  to  take  on 
an  evangelistic  emphasis  by  sending  out  teams 
of  voluntary  workers  into  near-by  villages  to 
sing,  pray,  teach,  and  preach.  One  minister 
will  accompany  each  group.  I  am  hoping  that 
very  soon  our  church  will  support  a  part-time 
worker  and  that  we  can  have  one  or  two  out- 
posts as  churches  in  America  have.  Both 
Brother  Ram  and  I  are  loaded  down  with  in- 
stitutional responsibilities  and  cannot  give  as 
much  time  to  evangelstic  work  as  we  would 
like. 


In  Mangal  Tarai 

On  April  1,  when  Brother  Smucker  leaves 
for  America,  another  pastoral  responsibility 
will  come  my  way.  Mangal  Tarai  is  a  little 
jungle  village  about  eighteen  miles  from  here 
started  by  George  J.  Lapp.  It  was  to  be  a  little 
farming  village  where  Christian  discharged 
patients  and  grownups  from  our  Healthy 
Children's  Home  could  settle  and  get  started 
with  a  little  aid  from  Mission  to  Lepers.  Now 
there  is  a  community  of  Christians  there  and 
the  mission  has  a  primary  school  for  the  chil- 
dren. Pray  that  this  little  community  of 
Christians  might  rise  in  some  noble  way  to 
surmount  the  difficulties  of  this  really  "back- 
in-the-sticks"  village.  Through  Him  all  things 
are  possible !  Especially  pray  that  some  con- 
secrated Indian  family  will  accept  the  chal- 
lenge of  educational  and  spiritual  resident 
work  in  the  community! 

With  Our  Family 

Our  family  was  delighted  when  God 
blessed  our  home  with  cheerful,  blue-eyed, 
Margaret  Elma  on  December  21.  Almost  a 
Christmas  present!  Grandpa  Dietzel  wrote 
that  he  was  celebrating  his  birthday  on  De- 
cember 20  in  America  when  our  cablegram 
arrived  which  we  sent  on  the  twenty-first! 
Ronald  Loren  loves  his  sister  very  much  and 
fondles  her  like  any  grandmother.  We  appre- 
ciate the  many  letters  we  receive  from  our 
loved  ones.  Especially  do  we  appreciate  your 
prayers.  Pray  that  men  and  women,  boys 
and  girls  will  believe  on  Jesus  Christ — the 
Lamb  of  God  which  taketh  away  the  sins  of 
the  world. 

We  do  find  our  work  very  interesting,  but 
there  is  so  much  to  do  that  we  can  only  do 
the  most  important  and  the  necessary.  One 
of  the  interesting  phases  of  our  work  in  1950 
will  be  administering  experimental  sulphe- 
trone — the  result  of  years  of  research  in  British 
laboratories  particularly.  This  is  ministering 
to  the  physical.  Even  more  interesting  than 
this  will  be  our  spiritual  work  among  the 
people  here  at  Shantipur,  Mangal  Tarai,  and 
in  the  surrounding  villages.  It  was  Jesus  who 
said,  "Go  ye  .  .  .  preach  the  gospel." 

Shantipur,  C.P.,  India. 
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Garjan  Memorial  School 

By  Mary  M.  Good 


"E  are  grateful  that  we  have  been  per- 
mitted by  the  government  to  go  on 
with  religious  instruction  in  the  school.  In  no 
way  has  the  Christian  witness  been  interfered 
with.  Sundays  continue  to  be  recognized  by 
government  as  school  holidays,  and  they 
kindly  granted  extra  holidays  at  Christmas. 
There  is  an  appreciative  attitude  toward  mis- 
sion schools  which  is  a  challenge. 

There  have  been  a  few  changes  on  the  staff 
in  the  Middle  School.  Helen  Bisahu  was 
married  to  Joseph  M.  Bhelwas,  but  she  con- 
tinues as  headmistress  of  the  school.  Her 
husband,  who  is  a  teacher  in  the  Dhamtari 
school,  goes  back  and  forth  by  bicycle  while 
they  have  their  residence  here.  Chandraku- 
mar  Jibiar  went  for  Bible  training  and  Ruk- 
hamani  Nandlal  for  Normal  training.  Murha 
Ram,  who  has  had  two  years  training  on  col- 
lege level  in  the  Allahabad  Agricultural  Insti- 
tute, and  Sulakshna  Bhelwa,  who  passed  the 
High  School,  have  taken  the  places  of  those 
who  left. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  attendance 
in  the  Primary  School,  and  an  awakening  in 
the  community  toward  the  need  of  children 
learning  to  read  and  write  is  coming.  The 
school  has  not  reached  the  standard  which 
is  desired,  due  largely  to  insufficiently  trained 
teachers.  There  is  a  great  need  in  this  field. 

The  teachers  conducted  a  night  school  for 
adults.  As  a  beginning  it  was  not  too  dis- 
couraging. There  were  difficulties,  but  when 
the  Inspector  came  for  the  examination  and 
there  were  a  fair  number  of  passes,  it  gave 
them  new  courage.  The  school  this  year  looks 
more  hopeful  and  we  trust  that  these  under- 
privileged people  may  learn  enough  that  it 
will  be  a  help  to  them  in  their  daily  life.  If 
only  they  may  learn  to  read  the  Bible.  One 
sees  the  beautiful  simplicity  of  the  Indian 
villager  as  he  watches  these  grown  men  and 
women  labor  to  learn  to  read  and  write. 

One  of  our  orphan  girls,  Malinda,  was 
married  to  the  school  clerk,  Yakub  Masih,  in 
April,  1948.  They  started  a  beautiful  Chris- 
tian home  and  a  baby  girl  was  born  to  them. 


Shortly  after  the  baby's  birth,  just  a  year  after 
their  marriage,  Malinda,  after  a  short  illness, 
went  to  be  with  her  Lord.  It  brought  a  deep 
sorrow  into  the  life  of  her  young  husband 
and  we  have  all  been  grieved  at  the  loss. 

Another  orphan  girl,  Anugrah,  was  mar- 
ried during  this  year  to  Reuben  Jopher.  Anug- 
rah and  Reuben  were  in  the  Baby  Home  to- 
gether when  they  were  small.  He  has  employ- 
ment in  a  small  place  300  miles  away  and 
they  have  gone  there  to  live.  They  seem  Lo  be 
very  happy  and  are  giving  a  Christian  testi- 
mony. 

One  of  our  teachers,  Satyawati  Prabhudas, 
volunteered  to  live  in  the  boarding  school  and 
to  look  after  the  girls  this  year.  She  grew  up 
there  herself,  and  so  can  understand  the 
problems  of  the  boarding  school  girls.  It  has 
been  a  joy  to  have  her  there.  Her  work  is 
heavy,  as  she  is  a  full-time  teacher.  She  is, 
however,  one  of  those  rare,  self-forgetful  per- 
sons who  carries  the  load  easily.  The  load  is 
easy  for  her  because  she  loves  it. 

The  health  among  the  school  children  has 
been  good.  Dr.  Yoder  and  Florence  Nafziger 
examined  all  of  them  and  gave  treatment 
that  was  necessary.  Due  to  these  examinations 
which  are  given  annually  by  the  doctor  and 
nurse,  and  the  necessary  care  given  after- 
wards, the  children  in  the  upper  classes  are 
in  almost  perfect  condition  physically. 

Brother  and  Sister  Edwin  I.  Weaver  were 
here  for  meetings  with  the  school  children 
once  during  the  year.  The  meetings  were  a 
blessing  to  all. 

The  class  of  young  women  in  the  congre- 
gation, forty-five  in  number,  continue  to  be 
my  charge  as  far  as  Sunday-school  work  is 
concerned.  This  work  has  been  a  great  bless- 
ing to  me. 

We  trust  that  you  will  continue  to  pray  for 
the  girls  and  boys  of  our  school.  Above  all 
else  pray  that  they  may  be  saved  and  their 
witness  in  this  dark  land  may  bring  many  to 
know  the  living  Saviour. 

Balodgahan,  C.P.,  India. 
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The  India  Church  in  1949 


By  Edwin  I.  and  Irene  Weaver 


FROM  our  present  close  viewpoint  at  the 
end  of  the  year  1949  it  may  not  seem 
that  much  of  significance  has  taken  place  in 
the  India  church  during  this  past  year.  Yet 
in  the  history  of  the  church  here  we  have 
passed  a  milestone.  Certain  things  have  hap- 
pened as  consequence  of  which  neither  the 
church  nor  the  mission  will  henceforth  ever 
be  the  same. 

What  the  church  is  or  is  not  in  its  own 
spiritual  life  has  not  been  the  thing  with 
which  we  have  struggled  in  the  year  1949. 
This  should  have  occupied  the  time,  the 
thought  and  prayers  of  all.  Rather  unfortu- 
nately, I  confess,  our  major  problem  had  to 
do  with  church-mission  relations.  Relative  to 
this  the  explanation  and  interpretation  of 
much  that  happened  late  this  year  can  more 
effectively  and  fairly  be  given  by  your  frater- 
nal delegates  who  came  to  us  at  an  opportune 
time.  Their  presence,  kindly  suggestions,  and 
helpful  attitudes  have  been  appreciated  by 
the  whole  church. 

Let  me  get  to  the  heart  of  our  problem  at 
once.  In  our  Church  Conference  this  year, 
held  late  in  December,  the  conference  passed 
a  resolution  asking  the  Mission  Board  to  im- 
mediately amalgamate  the  mission  with  the 


church,  including  budget  and  personnel.  The 
resolution  translated  reads:  "We  inform  the 
Mission  Board  that  the  India  Mennonite  Con- 
ference is  willing  to  accept  amalgamation  of 
the  mission  and  church  and  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  both  organizations  through  the 
church  and  that  the  Mission  Board  give  its 
decision  on  this  question  in  the  coming  Mis- 
sion Board  Meeting."  Specifically,  the  India 
church  is  asking  for  control  of  all  foreign 
funds  and  personnel.  To  many  in  America 
this  request  will  come  as  a  great  surprise.  The 
meaning  of  all  this  ought  to  be  interpreted  to 
the  church  in  America,  but  this  report  is  not 
intended  to  do  that.  Changes  are  taking 
place  so  rapidly  in  India  that  it  is  difficult 
for  us  who  are  living  here  to  keep  up.  For 
years  the  mission-church  problem  has  been  an 
acute  one.  No  other  problem  has  so  exer- 
cised the  minds  of  all  leaders,  church  and 
mission.  It  is  still  unsolved.  The  church,  un- 
able to  have  confidence  in  the  mission,  has 
appealed  to  Caesar  (in  this  case  the  Mission 
Board).  I  doubt  very  much  if  the  Mission 
Board  will  be  very  happy  to  have  this  difficult 
question  thrown  into  their  lap.  Will  you  in 
the  home  church  pray  for  the  Mission  Board 
as  it  seeks  to  find  a  solution?    As  far  as  the 


A  picture  of  several  years  ago  showing  Edwin  I.  and  Irene  Weaver 
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church  here  in  India  is  concerned,  this  is  a 
major  issue.  Something  must  be  done.  Let 
us  pray  that  the  right  thing  be  done.  So  any 
way  you  interpret  the  situation,  we  have 
reached  a  turning  point  in  the  history  of  the 
church.  If  in  the  church,  then  in  the  mission 
also. 

In  the  growth  of  a  strong  indigenous 
church  the  question  of  finances  need  not  be  of 
first  importance.  It  doesn't  seem  that  it  should. 
The  church-mission  problem  has  primarily  to 
do  with  finances  and  perhaps  has  reached 
proportions  far  beyond  its  importance.  An- 
other major  problem  facing  the  church  in 
India  is  that  of  leadership.  A  strong  church 
needs  a  good,  strong  leadership.  We  need  to 
take  this  seriously  in  India.  As  the  church  in 
India  seeks  to  take  over  more  responsibility 
it  will  need  consecrated  leaders,  trained  and 
qualified  for  responsible  positions  of  leader- 
ship. The  church  must  challenge  the  best  in 
its  young  people.  Related  to  the  problem  of 
leadership  is  the  organization  of  the  church. 
The  organization  of  the  whole  church  here 
is  considerably  different  from  that  of  the 
church  at  home.  For  example,  the  conference 
is  composed  of  more  lay  delegates  than  or- 
dained ministers  and  deacons.  And  they  are 
a  strong  group.  Consequently,  the  church  is 
pretty  largely  controlled  by  lay  leadership.  In 
some  similar  way  that  changes  are  taking 
place  even  in  the  organization  of  the  church 
in  America,  so  here,  too,  changes  are  taking 
place.  But  still  questions  of  finance  and  or- 
ganization are  not  the  big  issues  in  a  new 
church  such  as  we  have  here  in  India. 

The  big  problem  facing  the  India  church 
has  to  do  with  its  spiritual  life  and  faith.  The 
church  itself  may  not  be  aware  of  this,  and 
I  doubt  if  it  is.  The  church  here  has  never 
gone  through  any  really  great  test  of  its  faith. 
This  test  can  only  come  when  the  church  be- 
comes much  more  indigenous  than  it  is  at 
present.  The  temptation  to  accept  the  faith  of 
the  foreign  church  because  of  the  financial 
help  it  gives  is  a  great  one.  We  ourselves  do 
not  know  what  we  believe  until  we  come 
out  of  the  protection  of  the  environment  in 
which  our  faith  was  nurtured.  Faith  to  be 
real  must  be  experienced  and  applied  to  life 
by  the  believer  himself.  We  have  brought  to 
and  taught  the  church  in  India  the  faith  of 
the  Mennonite  Church  in  America.  The 
church  here  has  pretty  largely  accepted  the 
faith  of  the  American   church.    But  it  has 


Three  healthy  children  of  leprous  parents.  These 

children   live  in  the  Healthy   Children's  Home 

at  Shantipur. 

never  understood  too  well  or  tried  too  serious- 
ly to  apply  what  has  formally  been  its  faith. 
The  time  has  now  come  when  the  church 
here  is  growing  up.  It  must  now  more  care- 
fully think  through  and  come  to  an  under- 
standing of  its  faith.  But  further  than  that, 
the  principles  of  the  Word  of  God  which  have 
been  taught  must  be  interpreted  and  applied 
by  the  church  in  India  for  its  particular  situ- 
ation. The  time  will  come  sooner  or  later 
when  India  Christians  will  be  better  able  to 
apply  the  doctrines  of  the  Bible  for  India  than 
we  of  the  West.  If  these  things  are  true,  then 
the  task  before  us  seems  clear.  We  must  work 
toward  a  loyal,  consecrated,  and  trained  lead- 
ership. We  need  leaders  consecrated  to  God, 
loyal  to  His  Word,  and  adequately  trained 
to  take  up  the  responsible  positions  of  leader- 
ship in  the  church.  The  church  must  increase 
and  the  mission  decrease. 

Is  the  church  growing?  Has  it  made  prog- 
ress? Is  all  the  effort  of  the  American  Men- 
nonite Church  worth  it?  The  answer  de- 
pends upon  the  viewpoint  of  the  questioner. 
We  have,  as  a  church,  been  doing  mission 
work  in  India  now  for  fifty  years  with  the 
ultimate  goal  of  establishing  a  self-support- 
ing, self-propagating  church.  The  church  in 
India  is  much  more  nearly  established  then  we 
as  a  mission,  or  the  church  in  India,  or  even 
the  American  church  may  realize.  By  this  is 
not  meant  that  the  church  in  India  will  now 
not  need  the  help,  the  prayers,  and  support 
of  the  American  church.  It  can  use  the  finan- 
cial support  of  the  church  in  America.  But 
even  this  must  be  given  wisely.  And  whatever 
we  do  for  the  growing  church  in  India  must 
be  done  in  a  different  way  from  what  we  have 
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done  in  the  past.  We  must  accept  the  church 
for  what  she  is  —  a  growing,  adolescent 
church.  The  church  in  India  must  now  take 
more  responsibility  with  all  that  that  means. 
It  must  be  given  and  must  accept  more  lead- 
ership. To  do  too  much  for  the  church  here 
would  be  a  mistake.  But  to  suddenly  with- 
draw all  help  could  be  a  greater  blunder. 

Furthermore,  to  say  that  the  church  is  estab- 
lished does  not  mean  that  the  church  is  per- 


fect or  ideal.  It  is  far  from  it.  There  are  many 
weaknesses.  There  is  sin  in  the  church. 
There  are  conditions  that  break  our  hearts. 
But  the  church  in  India  is  typical  of  a  new 
church  anywhere  in  the  world.  It  is  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  He  loved  it  and  gave 
Himself  for  it.  Pray  that  wisdom  may  be 
given  in  the  great  unfinished  tasks  ahead  of 
us  over  here. 

Dhamtari,  C.P.,  India. 


The  1949  India  Mennonite  Conference 


By  D.  A.  Sonwani 


HpHIS  conference  meets  every  year,  usually 
-™-  in  the  last  part  of  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber. This  is  probably  the  busiest  month  for 
the  mission  as  well  as  for  the  churches.  Most 
of  the  days  of  this  month  are  full  of  one  or 
another  kind  of  program.  There  are  com- 
mittee meetings,  the  Christmas  program,  and 
last  but  not  the  least  comes  the  Annual 
Church  Conference. 

This  year  the  place  of  conference  was 
changed.  For  the  last  ten  to  twelve  years  the 
annual  church  Jalsa  and  conference  were  held 
at  Maradeo.  This  is  a  beautiful  place  situ- 
ated on  the  bank  of  the  river  Mahanadi.  It  is 
about  five  miles  south  of  Dhamtari.  We  have 
a  small  church  at  this  place.  Because  of  com- 
memorating the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the 
establishing  of  the  American  Mennonite  Mis- 
sion in  this  field,  and  also  because  of  the 
annual  Jalsa  meetings  which  were  held  in  the 
last  part  of  the  month  of  November  at  Sun- 
darganj,  Dhamtari,  it  was  decided  that  the 
conference  should  meet  at  Dhamtari  this  year. 
The  dates  were  December  28,  29,  and  30. 

We  have  ten  churches  in  all.  The  churches 
are  represented  by  the  bishop,  pastors,  min- 
isters, deacon,  deaconesses,  and  lay  delegates 
of  the  respective  churches.  In  all  we  have  over 
sixty  delegates  in  this  conference.  The  roll 
call  was  made  and  about  fifty-eight  of  them 
were  present.  This  year  we  had  seven  sessions 
of  the  conference.  The  attendance  was  very 
good  in  all  the  sessions.  In  none  of  them 
did  we  lack  a  quorum. 

The  special  feature  of  this  year's  confer- 
ence was  that  Brother  Paul  Erb,  the  fraternal 
delegate  from  the  Mennonite  churches  in 
America,  preached  the  conference  sermon.  He 
spoke  on  the  "Growing  Churches."  In  it  he 
pointed   out   nine   attributes    of   a   growing 


church.  It  was  really  an  inspiring  sermon. 
Brother  Erb  was  given  full  privilege  of  taking 
part  in  the  discussion  in  all  the  sessions  of 
the  conference.  We  feel  that  his,  as  well  as 
Brother  S.  C.  Yoder's,  presence  in  our  midst 
was  surely  a  blessing.  We  also  feel  that  the 
tie  of  Christian  fellowship  and  of  brotherhood 
of  the  Mennonite  churches  in  America  has 
been  strengthened  with  the  Mennonite 
churches  in  India.  Both  the  brethren  S.  C. 
Yoder  and  Paul  Erb  gave  their  talks  in  Eng- 
lish and  someone  interpreted  them. 

Three  main  subjects  were  discussed  by  dif- 
ferent speakers.  The  subjects  were  elaborately 
presented  and  open  discussion  followed  each 
subject.  In  many  cases  decisions  were  made 
in  the  open  conference,  but  in  cases  where  it 
was  difficult  to  make  a  particular  decision 
the  whole  matter  was  given  into  the  hands  of 
the  Resolution  Committee.  Quite  a  few  reso- 
lutions were  adopted.  Among  them  the  reso- 
lution on  the  matter  of  mission-church  rela- 
tion was  again  referred  back  to  the  Mission 
Board  in  America  to  be  presented  at  the  com- 
ing Board  meeting.  The  recommendations 
of  some  of  the  committees  were  also  present- 
ed. Mention  should  be  made  of  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Ministerial  Committee  on 
"Going  to  Court"  and  the  Pastoral  Arrange- 
ment Committee  on  "The  Entire  Pastoral 
Program."  Reports  of  other  committees  were 
given  and  accepted  by  the  conference. 

The  conference  appreciated  the  presence  of 
the  fraternal  delegates  in  its  midst  and  has 
extended  its  love  and  regards  to  all  the  church- 
es in  America  through  these  two  brethren. 

Let  us  all  pray  God's  abundant  blessings 
and  guidance  upon  our  conference. 

Drug,  C.P.,  India. 
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No  Room  to  Receive  Them 


By  Elizabeth  Erb 


ND  straightway  many  were  gathered  to- 
gether, insomuch  that  there  was  no 
room  to  receive  them,  no,  not  so  much  as 
about  the  door." 

This  verse  has  been  enacted  literally  in  the 
outpatient  department  of  the  Dhamtari  Hos- 
pital many  times  in  the  past  year.  As  soon  as 
it  is  known  that  the  doctor  is  in  the  hospital, 
the  crowd  of  patients  which  has  gathered  to- 
gether on  the  veranda  moves  to  the  consulta- 
tion room.  In  spite  of  our  best  efforts  to  take 
one  patient  at  a  time,  the  mob  spirit  many 
times  wins,  and  the  doorway  is  blocked  mak- 
ing further  entrance  or  exit  impossible.  Each 
man  thinks  he  can  win  by  pushing.  Very 
few  know  anything  about  the  courtesy  of 
"first  come,  first  served."  And  so  the  morn- 
ing passes — a  crowd  of  sick,  lame,  and  blind, 
unless  controlled,  would  completely  surround 
the  one  who  can  help  them  in  their  illnesses 


until  there  is  no  pure  air  left  for  him  to 
breathe. 

On  the  busiest  days  150  to  160  patients  are 
seen.  That  does  not  mean  only  150  or  160 
persons  in  the  crowd,  for  with  the  patient 
have  come  three  or  four  or  more  relatives 
from  whom  the  sick  man  must  take  advice 
before  submitting  to  any  treatment  which  is 
more  involved  than  an  ordinary  injection  or 
the  administration  of  pills.  The  crowd  con- 
tinues until  12:30  or  1:00.  By  that  time  the 
doorways  are  clear  and  the  workers  can  get 
out  to  go  home  for  their  dinner  of  rice  and 
curry. 

The  above  verse  can  also  be  applied  to  our 
indoor  situation.  A  sick  man  wants  a  room. 
There  is  no  empty  room.  He  is  told  this  in 
a  simple  statement,  but  he  does  not  believe 
it;  he  thinks  he  is  being  deceived,  for  every- 
where else  in  his  society  he  must  be  alert  to 


A  village  bazaar  in  India!    Note  the  women  carrying  heavy  loads  on  their  heads,  the  sans, 

the  men  squatting  while  they  visit,  the  throngs  who  have  come  to  buy  and  sell,  the  native 

houses,  and  the  lovely  trees.    Here  the  people  sell  their  produce. 
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deception.  He  says  he  will  pay  a  large  sum 
of  money  if  only  he  is  given  a  room.  Then 
he  is  told  that  this  is  not  a  matter  of  money. 
There  simply  is  no  room  for  him.  When  once 
he  begins  to  realize  that  money  makes  no  dif- 
ference (it  almost  does  work  in  the  circles  in 
which  he  moves),  he  takes  the  first  step  to- 
ward faith  in  your  statement  that  there  is  no 
room  for  him.  Then  he  begins  to  figure  out 
some  other  arrangement  for  his  treatment. 
Could  he  perhaps  live  in  the  same  room  with 
another  patient  who  also  is  from  his  village? 
Yes,  gladly,  if  the  other  patient  will  permit 
it.  Could  he  perhaps  stay  in  the  house  of  a 
friend  in  Dhamtari  and  come  to  the  hospital 
daily  for  an  injection?  That  would  be  fine. 
But  in  case  the  man  should  be  extremely 
poor  and  have  no  friends  near  by,  he  will  be 
ready  to  take  only  a  blanket,  spread  it  on  the 
floor,  and  rejoice  that  after  so  many  days  of 
illness  he  can  be  admitted  to  the  hospital  in 
the  hope  of  going  away  a  new  man  with  a 
new,  healthy  outlook  on  life.  And  so  because 
of  crowded  conditions  the  doctors  bear  many 
of  the  "growing  pains"  of  the  institution  in 
the  daily  decisions  of  who  are  the  sick,  and 
who  are  the  more  sick,  who  of  the  five  pa- 
tients who  need  admission  should  be  given 
the  one  empty  room  there  is,  who  of  the  fifty 
inpatients  are  far  enough  past  the  critical 
stage  of  their  illness  that  they  can  be  dis- 
charged in  order  to  make  room  for  the  day's 
admissions.  And  the  nursing  superintendent 
finds  that  much  of  her  time  is  taken  up  in 
getting  the  discharged  patients  out  of  their 
rooms,  seeing  that  the  rooms  are  cleaned 
immediately,  and  then  keeping  her  eyes  open, 
lest  someone  move  into  the  vacant  room  with- 
out permission. 

I  would  also  like  to  apply  the  Bible  verse 
to  our  operating  room  situation.  I  will  not 
say  the  verse  has  literally  been  lived  here, 
for  we  do  limit  the  number  of  people  who  can 
accompany  a  patient  at  the  time  of  surgery. 
What  I  do  want  to  say  is  that  we  are  crowded 
for  space  in  the  operating  room.  It  is  not 
unusual  for  three  or  more  cataract  extractions 
and  one  or  two  other  minor  cases  to  be  sched- 
uled for  a  single  morning.  The  faithful  oper- 
ating room  nurse  goes  about  preparations  for 
these  cases.  Working  at  the  same  table  beside 
her,  a  nurses'  aid  is  preparing  solutions  for 
autoclaving.  The  nurse  wishes  there  were  an 
extra  table  in  some  empty  corner  where  this 
work  could  be  done,  but  such  is  not  available. 


When  the  nurse  is  ready  for  the  operations, 
she  calls  the  doctor.  All  the  while  the  oper- 
ations are  being  done  a  noisy  kerosene  stove 
is  burning  less  than  ten  feet  away  from  the 
operating  table.  Stop  it?  No,  it  is  being  used 
to  autoclave  linen  for  the  afternoon  oper- 
ations. If  only  the  autoclave  could  be  in  an- 
other  room,  the  nurse  wishes,  but  there  is  no 
"other"  room  for  it. 

This  work  room,  autoclaving  room,  and 
operating  room  combination  is  another  rea- 
son that  the  hospital  staff  has  long  looked 
forward  to  the  new  hospital  building  which 
will  make  possible  separate  rooms  for  these 
different  tasks.  We  all  were  happy  when  the 
ground  was  dug  for  the  foundation  of  the 
new  building,  and  we  all  were  disappointed 
when  we  learned  that  lack  of  funds  would 
stand  in  the  way  of  putting  up  the  entire 
building.  Only  half  can  be  put  up  this  year. 
Surely  we  are  grateful  for  this  much,  but  we 
pray  that  the  Lord  will  lay  upon  the  hearts  of 
our  people  in  the  homeland  a  burden  to  give 
toward  making  the  other  half  of  this  build- 
ing possible.  By  the  help  of  the  Lord  great 
things  have  been  done  amid  the  difficulties  of 
crowded  conditions,  and  we  know  that  the 
Lord  will  continue  to  work  miracles  of  heal- 
ing through  our  hospital,  but  increased  work 
demands  increased  space,  and  added  facilities 
means  a  larger  sphere  of  service. 

The  past  year  has  brought  blessings  to  us 
in  seeing  the  Gospel  message  go  out  to  those 
who  were  sick.  As  in  previous  years,  so  this 
year  there  have  been  patients  who  have  read 
the  entire  New  Testament  during  their  stay 
with  us.  We  have  been  happy  to  add  to  our 
staff  a  part-time  evangelistic  worker.  Reuben, 
a  young  man  who  had  four  years  of  Bible 
training  before  taking  up  compounding,  helps 
us  with  the  routine  work  in  the  mornings,  but 
devotes  his  afternoons  to  work  in  the  read- 
ing room  and  personal  contacts  with  the  pa- 
tients. He  has  had  more  requests  for  Bibles 
and  hymnbooks  than  we  can  supply.  At  pres- 
ent Bibles  are  not  being  printed.  We  are 
told  that  printing  is  being  postponed  until  the 
revision  of  the  Hindi  translation  is  completed. 
The  reading  room  was  a  new  addition  to  our 
hospital  this  year.  Not  only  the  patients  en- 
joy the  Hindi  literature  found  there,  but  our 
compounders  also  enjoy  the  broadening  expe- 
rience which  reading  gives  them. 

The  compounding  school  continued  as 
usual.   One  compounder  took  the  second-year 
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examination,  and  two  took  the  first-year 
exams.  All  three  of  these  boys  passed.  In 
July  three  new  boys  were  admitted  for  train- 
ing. These  boys  are  now  helpful  members  of 
the  staff.  In  September  the  hospital  was  in- 
spected for  approval  for  opening  a  nurses' 
training  school.  With  three  provisions  per- 
mission was  granted  for  taking  a  class  of 
nurses  in  1950.  These  provisions  are:  (1)  that 
two  service  rooms  be  built,  (2)  that  the  former 
Indian  doctor's  residence  be  used  for  the 
Nurses'  Home,  (3)  that  the  entire  hospital 
building  program  be  completed  within  three 
years.  The  latter  provision  is  perhaps  the 
hardest  one  to  meet  at  this  time.  The  launch- 
ing of  a  nurses'  training  school  is  a  big  proj- 
ect. It  will  involve  more  than  was  involved 
in  running  a  compounding  school.  But  we 
feel  that  it  is  nurses  rather  than  compounders 
that  we  need;  therefore  we  are  ready  to  work 


for  and  support  the  program.  Please  put  this 
item  on  your  prayer  list. 

Medical  missions  do  pay.  We  are  con- 
vinced of  that.  Our  evangelistic  workers  tell 
us  that  there  is  hardly  a  village  which  they 
have  contacted  from  which  someone  or  other 
has  not  already  been  to  the  mission  hospital 
or  one  of  the  dispensaries.  That  contact  with 
the  medical  missionaries  creates  friendliness 
toward  the  mission  as  a  whole  and  opens  the 
way  for  evangelistic  work.  But  this  situation 
also  shows  us  the  need  of  making  the  hos- 
pital a  stronger  evangelistic  center,  since  it 
is  the  place  where  many  people  for  the  first 
time  contact  Christianity.  Pray  that  the  Spirit 
may  reveal  to  us  and  guide  us  into  larger 
avenues  of  evangelistic  work  in  connection 
with  our  medical  program. 

Dhamtari,  C.P.,  India. 


Here  Lena  Graber  is  leaving  the  Dhamtari  Christian  Academy.    She  helped  in  the  physical 
examination  of  the  school  children.    This  vehicle  is  called  a  "tonga"  and  its  driver  is  a  "tonga 

walla." 
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In  India  Again 

By  Lena  Graber 


ALTHOUGH  I  am  at  the  Dhamtari  Chris- 
tian Hospital  again  my  report  will  not 
be  about  this  hospital.  After  arriving  in  Bom- 
bay in  April,  1949,  I  spent  five  months  in 
Landour  Language  School.  I  knew  how  great 
the  pressure  of  medical  work  can  be  while 
on  the  plains;  so  I  said  to  myself,  "This  one 
thing  I  do."  By  September  I  was  ready  to 
take  the  second  Hindi  examination. 

A  short  time  before  it  was  time  to  come 
down  to  the  plains,  a  call  came  to  our  mission 
for  a  nurse  to  help  at  the  Community  Hos- 
pital in  Landour.  Since  I  was  in  Landour, 
and  since  I  had  not  been  assigned  to  new 
work  yet,  they  asked  me  to  do  that  work  be- 
fore coming  down. 

The  two  months  I  spent  there  were  very 
interesting.  This  hospital  is  the  nearest  to 
an  American  hospital  I  have  ever  seen  in 
India.  It  is  a  hospital  built  and  operated  by 
missionaries.  In  Landour  is  the  Woodstock 
school  for  missionary  children.  From  March 
1  to  December  1  there  are  many  missionaries 
taking  their  vacations  in  Landour.  Some 
come  to  be  with  their  children  while  others 
come  for  Language  School. 

The  third  floor  of  the  hospital  Was  opened 


in  June,  1949,  and  is  a  children's  ward,  large- 
ly used  by  the  Woodstock  school  children. 
Besides  being  a  hospital  for  European  and 
American  patients,  there  are  two  wards  for 
Indian  patients.  These  beds  are  full  most  of 
the  time.  It  is  during  the  nice  weather  that 
these  hill  villagers  bring  out  the  sick  folk. 
Many  come  long  distances  from  their  moun- 
tain homes.  This  hospital  needs  more  nurses. 
If  any  nurse  who  reads  this  is  interested  in 
spending  a  term  or  two  in  India,  please  get 
in  touch  with  Bro.  Levi  C.  Hartzler  at  Elk- 
hart, Indiana.  It  would  be  a  great  comfort 
to  the  missionary  parents  to  know  that  there 
are  good  nurses  as  well  as  an  adequate  num- 
ber of  nurses  at  this  hospital  in  case  their 
children  who  have  to  live  in  the  Boardings 
should  get  sick. 

For  1950  I  am  looking  forward  to  hard 
work.  With  the  possibility  of  opening  a 
Nursing  School  here,  there  will  be  many 
problems  to  face  and  to  solve.  Having  been 
promised  the  prayers  of  many  people  and 
knowing  that  God  answers  prayer,  the  prob- 
lems will  be  solved.  God  has  the  solution  to 
every  problem  for  which  we  seek  His  guid- 
ance. 

Dhamtari.  C.P.,  India. 


Ghatula,  1949 

By  Weyburn  and  Thelma  Groff 


EVEN  upon  the  Christians  living  in  far- 
away Ghatula,  the  specialness  of  1949 
with  its  Golden  Jubilee  and  visitors  from 
America,  had  its  impact.  Because  Jubilee  cele- 
brations came  right  during  harvesttime  some 
"Ghatulites"  were  not  able  to  attend.  The 
twenty  of  us  who  did  go,  however,  upon  our 
return  shared  our  experiences  with  those  who 
had  stayed  at  home.  About  forty  folk  gather- 
ed in  our  living  room  one  evening  to  listen 
to  reports  of  the  parade,  explanations  of  why 
a  tamarind  tree  was  planted  as  the  Memorial 
Tree,  and  testimonies  of  the  inspiration  re- 
ceived from  the  Jubilee  and  Jalsa  meetings. 
They  were  quite  excited  when  they  heard 
the  record  of  greetings  from   Brother  and 


Sister   George   Lapp   and    saw    their   recent 
photograph. 

Brother  S.  C.  Yoder  had  driven  through 
his  banana-plant  welcome  arch  at  the  edge  of 
Ghatula  the  week  before  Jubilee.  As  he  got 
out  of  the  car  and  walked  from  the  arch  to 
the  bungalow  he  was  surrounded  by  church 
members  who  placed  garlands  around  his 
neck.  It  meant  a  lot  to  the  people  to  shake 
hands  with  one  who  for  thirty  years  had  been 
concerned  about  them  and  indirectly  work- 
ing in  their  behalf.  One  of  the  outstation 
school  masters  and  his  wife  who  had  not  been 
able  to  be  present  for  Brother  Yoder's  wel- 
come, came  with  their  garlands  of  huge  mari- 
golds the  following  morning.  Brother  Yoder's 
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visit  was  short,  but  it  included  Thanksgiving 
Day.  His  Thanksgiving  message  was  appreci- 
ated, as  was  his  bidding  for  a  shirt  for  the 
man  who  after  church  auctioned  the  thank 
offerings ! 

Brother  Paul  Erb's  itinerary  did  not  in- 
clude Ghatula  until  in  January,  1950.  His 
Sunday  morning  message  and  afternoon 
speech  on  how  Mennonites  in  other  coun- 
tries have  upheld  and  practiced  the  doctrine 
of  nonresistance  were  truly  helpful.  The  fact 
that  Brother  Erb  gave  up  seeing  the  wonders 
of  the  Taj  Mahal  in  order  to  accompany  Pas- 
tor Bhelwa,  Evangelist  Simon,  Wilbur  and 
Gordon  Hostetler,  and  Weyburn  on  a  week's 
evangelistic  cycle  tour  spoke  plainly  of  his 
man  who  after  church  auctioned  the  thank 
ers  here. 

The  greater  part  of  1949,  however,  was 
comprised  of  the  ordinary  tasks.  The  Ghatula 
church  members  took  upon  themselves  the 
responsibility  for  summer  Bible  school  and 
Family  Week  during  May  and  June  while 
we  were  away.  We  spent  some  time  in  pre- 
paring evangelistic  workers  for  the  touring 
season.  For  one  week  during  the  rains  Flor- 
ence Nafziger,  Pastor  Bhelwa,  and  Weyburn 
conducted  classes  with  the  three  Bible  women 
and  one  evangelist.  They  found  the  study  of 
Romans  1  to  11  to  be  a  challenge  to  bigness 
of  faith.  Each  worker  filled  a  scrapbook  with 
pictures  from  the  life  of  Christ.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  will  become  another  effective  tool. 
Later  the  workers  attended  the  Normal  at 
Balodgahan.  They  returned  jubilant  and  es- 
pecially grateful  for  the  seventy  Bible  verses 
(especially  suitable  for  texts  in  village  preach- 
ing) which  they  had  been  required  to  learn. 


Every  Wednesday  afternoon  the  Bible  women 
have  been  meeting  here  for  prayer  and  study. 

I  would  like  to  extend  to  you  the  sincere 
invitation  to  add  some  people  of  our  prayer 
list  to  your  own  individual  prayer  lists.  We 
are  praying  for  a  young  man  named  Jai 
Chand  whom  we  contacted  while  touring  at 
Borai,  and  who,  when  he  brought  a  blind 
neighbor  to  the  dispensary  for  help,  said, 
"This  is  the  first  time  I  have  heard  this  story 
of  Jesus."  He  lives  in  an  isolated  village, 
about  twenty-five  miles  from  here.  Please 
pray  that  we  may  be  able  to  contact  him  again. 
Then  we  are  also  praying  for  two  Hindu 
widows.  One  has  two  adolescent  children 
and  for  some  misdemeanor  has  been  ostra- 
cized from  her  caste.  The  other  is  a  sister  to 
Evangelist  Simon.  Her  husband  only  recently 
passed  away  and  then  with  a  sick  child  she 
came  to  the  dispensary  for  help.  Another 
prayer  request  is  for  the  night  watchman 
here.  He  is  the  head  man  of  his  caste  for  this 
area,  but  he  seemed  to  be  quite  ready  to  eat 
with  us  at  Christmas  time.  How  important 
it  is  that  our  daily  living  be  an  example  to 
him!  And  how  impossible  this  is  without 
God's  help  and  strength! 

I  wouldn't  want  to  close  this  article  without 
a  word  of  thanksgiving  and  praise  to  God  for 
each  experience  of  the  past  year  which  has 
humbled  us  spiritually.  We  came  to  realize, 
and  overwhelmingly  so,  that  "we  have  this 
treasure  in  earthen  vessels."  We  are  coming 
to  realize,  and  joyously  so,  that  it  is  in  order 
"that  the  excellency  of  the  power  may  be  of 
God  and  not  of  us"  (II  Corinthians  4:7). 

Ghatula,  via  Dhamtari  and  Sihawa,  C.P., 
India. 


Women  in  the  Indian  Church 


By  Jasmine  Pershadi 


LOOKING  at  the  present  condition  and  the 
changes,  one  feels  assured  that  the  Chris- 
tian women  of  our  churches  are  trying  to  live 
like  Mary,  Lois,  Eunice,  Dorcas,  and  other 
women  of  the  Bible.  The  following  obser- 
vations and  reports  of  different  meetings  will 
show  that  we  are  trying  to  reach  that  end. 
I  would  like  to  trace  for  you  some  of  the 
work  we  as  women  are  doing.  To  begin 
with  I  wish  to  say  in  general  that  the  sisters 
of  each  congregation  conduct  meetings  every 
week    in    their    congregations.     By    hearing 


them  in  the  last  annual  meeting,  one  realizes 
that  our  sisters  feel  their  responsibilities  to- 
ward the  church  and  duty  toward  God. 

In  Dhamtari,  where  I  live,  the  day  and 
the  time  of  the  women's  meeting  is  changed 
to  Saturday.  Now  the  women,  other  than  the 
teachers'  wives,  also  come  in  good  number 
and  take  part.  The  average  weekly  attendance 
comes  to  about  thirty.  I  am  quoting  figures 
only  of  Dhamtari  because  I  know  more  about 
my  own  place.  In  Dhamtari  proper,  there 
are  two  prayer  meetings  and  two  sewing  meet- 
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ings  conducted  in  a  month.  These  meetings 
are  mosdy  conducted  in  the  church  building, 
but  at  times  they  are  conducted  in  different 
wards.  In  our  sewing  meeting  we  sometimes 
sew  clothes  for  the  poor  for  free  distribution; 
we  make  clothes  for  refugees,  leper  asylums, 
and  for  poor  children  of  our  own  communi- 
ties. In  this  way  you  can  see  that  we  respond 
to  the  needs  as  they  come  to  us. 

Besides  these  local  congregational  meetings, 
we  have  one  "Annual   Women's   Meeting" 
according  to  the  constitution  drawn  up  five 
years  ago.   The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Annual  Women's  Meeting  takes  care  of  the 
work  during  the  year.   The  Executive  Com- 
mittee arranges  for  the  speaker  of  the  an- 
nual meeting.   Usually  we  try  to  invite  one 
outstanding  woman  from  another  church  who 
is  particularly  interested  in  the  women's  work 
in  India.    Most  of  the  sisters  of  our  other 
congregations   have    shown    very    active    in- 
terest and  taken  pains  to  come  and  attend  this 
meeting  and  make  it  a  success.   Ehiring  this 
meeting  all   the   local   secretaries   give   their 
reports  to  the  general  secretary,  who  consoli- 
dates and  presents  it  before  the  entire  meet- 
ing.  The  report  of  the  last  year's  work  was 
very  encouraging  and  gave  an  assurance  that 
they  are  working  in  their  churches  for  the 
Lord.  The  total  expense  of  conducting  such 
an  annual  meeting  is  borne  completely  by  in- 
dividual  congregations    who    send    in    their 
money  to  the  general  secretary  and  treasurer 
to  be  kept  in  the  central  fund.    Until  now 
we  have  not  found  any  deficit  in  our  fund. 
Our  people  have  not  shrunk  from  giving  what 
has  been  asked  for.   By  giving  cheerfully  the 
lives   of   those   who   gave   have   been   richly 
blessed,    for   "The   Lord    loveth    a    cheerful 
giver." 

At  the  annual  meeting  we  select  a  place 
for  the  next  annual  meeting.  Until  now  we 
were  holding  our  meetings  in  central  places 
like  Dhamtari,  Balodgahan,  and  Shantipur, 
but  this  year  the  meeting  decided  to  do  it 
differendy.  The  committee  left  it  open  to 
any  congregation  who  wanted  to  invite  our 
meeting  to  be  held  there  next  year.  Sankra 
station,  which  is  one  of  our  stations  eighteen 
miles  southwest  of  Dhamtari,  has  invited  us 
to  hold  the  Annual  Women's  Meeting  there 
next  year. 

This  year  the  meeting  was  held  in  Dham- 
tari at  the  time  of  the  Golden  Jubilee  of  the 
mission.    There   were   about  three  hundred 


women  who  attended  this  meeting  besides 
children.  Mrs.  S.  T.  Moyer  of  the  General 
Conference  Mennonite  Mission,  Jagdishpur, 
C.P.,  was  the  guest  speaker.  She  spoke  on 
"The  Christian  Home  and  the  Relation  of 
Parents  to  Their  Children."  Her  talk  was 
enlightening  and  uplifting,  and  the  message 
was  presented  to  us  as  a  challenge.  After 
this  meeting  there  was  a  tea  arranged  by  the 
committee  members  for  all  the  women  pres- 
ent. As  soon  as  tea  was  over  there  was  an 
exhibition  of  household  things  prepared  by 
the  women  of  different  congregations.  The 
subjects  are  allotted  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. Some  subjects  were  home  decoration, 
care  of  babies,  use  of  old  clothes,  etc. 

We  have  a  special  "delegates'  meeting"  a 
day  before  the  annual  meeting  to  which  one 
delegate  from  each  congregation  is  sent.  We 
discuss  some  of  our  current  difficulties  and 
think  of  plans  to  make  our  meetings  more 
interesting  and  fruitful.  The  field  worker 
also  gives  a  report  of  her  work  during  the 
year,  especially  her  visits  to  different  congre- 
gations. The  report  of  the  delegates'  meeting 
is  presented  in  the  general  annual  meeting 
in  an  arranged  and  consolidated  form  by  the 
general  secretary  for  further  action. 

The  Executive  Committee  prepares  a  prayer 
list  for  the  year  and  selects  or  suggests  sub- 
jects to  be  incorporated  with  the  list  of  sub- 
jects prepared  by  the  local  sewing  circle 
committee. 

The  following  are  the  officers  for  the  year 
1950-51:  Mrs.  Jasmine  Pershadi,  Chairman; 
Mrs.  A.  Martin,  Vice-Chairman;  Mrs.  Helen 
Bhelwa,  Secretary  and  Treasurer;  Mrs.  N. 
King,    Field    Worker. 

This  year,  for  the  first  time,  our  Executive 
Committee  elected  the  president  to  attend 
the  women's  branch  meeting  of  the  Mid 
India  Representative  Christian  Council  at 
Mhow,  Central  India,  in  the  last  week  of 
October.  The  report  of  the  same  was  given 
in  the  Annual  Women's  Meeting.  This  oppor- 
tunity brought  us  in  touch  with  a  broader 
organization  of  the  Christian  women's  work 
in  India.  The  main  topic  for  discussion  was 
"The  Need  of  Making  Homes  More  Chris- 
tian." The  home  is  our  greatest  evangelizing 
agency,  our  greatest  character-building  institu- 
tion, and  our  most  potent  force  for  building 
the  church  in  the  world  today.  Daily  family 
prayers  and  personal  example  of  parents  were 
emphasized.    It  was   repeatedly  emphasized 
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that  the  young  girls  of  our  Christian  com- 
munities should  seek  God's  guidance  in 
seeking  their  life  partner.  Other  aspects  of 
family  life  were  discussed  together  with  "Ob- 
serving Family  Week,"  "Christian  Youth 
Organizations,"  etc. 


We  are  trying  to  live  an  ideal  Christian 
family  life  and  help  the  Church  of  Christ 
to  become  spotless  and  unblemished.  Please 
remember  our  work  in  India  in  your  prayers. 

Dhamtari,  C.P.,  India. 


Another  Year 


By  Ida  Beare 


SOMETIMES  when  we  see  so  few  results 
from  our  labor,  we  are  tempted  to  think 
that  nothing  is  being  accomplished.  God's 
Word  is  being  preached  but  there  is  not  an 
ingathering  from  the  villages,  and  the  spirit 
of  revival  is  not  evident  in  the  church.  But 
in  these  challenging  days  we  must  remember 
God's  Word  and  claim  His  promises,  for 
hath  He  not  said?  "He  that  goeth  forth  and 
weepeth,  bearing  precious  seed,  shall  doubt- 
less come  again  with  rejoicing,  bringing  his 
sheaves  with  him." 

During  the  past  year  the  seed  has  again 
been  faithfully  sown  by  Christian  workers  in 
the  distant  and  surrounding  village  of  Balod- 
gahan.  Many  have  heard  the  Word  and  some 
have  admitted  that  the  religion  of  Jesus  must 
be  the  true  religion.  Others  have  said  that 
their  handmade  gods  cannot  forgive  sin;  and 
still  others  have  said  that  the  ceremonial 
baths  they  take  will  not  wash  away  their  sins. 
Some  even  say  we  are  slowly,  slowly  coming. 
But  all  persist  in  following  the  gods  of  their 
forefathers. 

One  woman,  who  has  been  on  our  prayer 
list  for  some  time  and  has  made  a  pilgrimage 
in  search  of  peace  which  she  did  not  find, 
has  again  been  contacted.  She  seems  to  have 
an  understanding  that  few  village  women 
have,  and  she  is  definitely  wanting  some- 
thing. During  our  last  visit  with  her  she  was 
again  told  how  to  find  the  Lord  and  was  en- 
couraged to  pray  to  Him.  She  quickly  re- 
plied, "If  I  pray  to  your  God  He  will  draw 
me  to  Himself  and  I  will  lose  my  family." 
Years  ago  her  husband  left  her;  so  she  knows 
what  a  lonely  life  is.  One  cannot  blame  her 
for  wanting  to  retain  the  love  of  her  son  and 
daughter-in-law.  If  she  comes  and  her  family 
does  not,  they  will  mourn  her  as  dead.  We 
could  not  offer  her  a  life  of  ease.  We  did  en- 
courage her  to  leave  all  and  follow  Jesus. 

In  a  village  about  eighteen  miles  from  here 


lives  a  family  who  has  for  many  years  had 
contact  with  Christians.  It  was  our  privilege 
to  tour  in  that  village  again  recently  and  re- 
new our  contact  with  them.  The  old  man 
and  lady  have  enjoyed  seeing  their  children 
and  grandchildren  grow  up  in  this  village 
and  now  they  say  their  time  on  this  earth  is 
short.  Although  they  are  most  respectful, 
yet  they  do  not  want  to  follow  the  Lord.  One 
day  the  old  lady  was  told  that  surely  some 
of  her  grandchildren  would  be  disciples  of 
Jesus  to  which  she  replied,  "As  long  as  the 
grandparents  live  we  will  serve  the  gods  of 
our  forefathers."  Many  prayers  have  ascended 
for  this  family  and  many  more  are  ascending. 
Someday  there  will  be  an  ingathering  from 
that  village.   God's  promises  are  sure! 

During  the  past  year  many  books  have 
been  sold.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  sell  Gospel 
portions  and  other  small  booklets  to  villagers 
who  have  so  little  to  read.  With  each,  goes 
a  prayer  that  the  book  will  be  read  and  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  will  open  eyes  and  hearts  and 
that  souls  will  be  saved. 

The  work  in  the  Women's  Home  has  been 
especially  interesting  this  year.  There  are 
forty-five  adults  and  four  children  in  the 
home,  and  no  two  are  alike.  Many  are  lame 
or  crippled,  a  few  are  blind  or  deaf,  and  quite 
a  few  are  old.  Some  of  the  oldest  ones  would 
welcome  the  Lord  taking  them  to  Himself. 
A  few  are  able  to  work  in  the  fields  or  the 
garden. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  had  three 
deaths  in  the  home.  One  was  Kari,  a  dear 
old  lady  who  for  many  years  was  the  Friesen 
children's  ayah.  As  long  as  her  mind  was 
good  she  loved  the  Friesen  family.  Jamna 
also  died  this  year.  She  came  to  the  home 
several  years  ago  and  said  that  the  Jesus  we 
were  serving  was  calling  her.  It  was  not 
advisable  then  to  take  her  into  the  home;  so 
for  a  few  years  she  continued  to  live  in  her 
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village.  About  four  years  ago  she  came  again, 
was  admitted,  and  after  a  year  she  requested 
baptism.  It  was  indeed  a  happy  day  when 
she  sealed  her  faith  with  water  baptism.  One 
did  not  need  to  ask  her  if  she  was  happy — 
happiness  radiated  from  her  face  and  we 
knew  without  asking.  After  eleven  weeks  of 
unconsciousness  she  went  to  be  with  her  Lord. 
Recently  Dewki  died.  She  was  very  old,  no 
one  knows  how  old.  She  was  deaf,  blind,  and 
helpless  for  a  number  of  years.  We  were  made 
to  realize  again  and  again  when  a  younger 
woman  passed  away  and  Dewki  was  left, 
that  our  ways  are  not  God's  ways.  Someday 
we  shall  again  meet  with  these  sisters  and 
sing  together  the  songs  of  the  redeemed. 

This  year  a  widow  with  three  children 
came  to  live  with  us.  She  is  out  of  church 
fellowship  in  Mohadi,  and  it  was  undesirable 
for  her  to  live  in  her  son's  home.  Her  oldest 
daughter  was  about  fourteen  years  old,  the 
next  a  girl  of  three,  and  a  little  boy  about  nine 
months  old.  The  older  daughter  was  one 
of  the  four  young  illiterate  girls  admitted 
during  the  past  two  years.  We  decided  that 
these  girls  should  learn  to  read.  The  teacher 
is  not  trained  and  the  girls  are  over  age;  so 
the  class  started  with  a  handicap.  The  results 
have  been  satisfactory  except  in  one  case  where 
the  girl  does  not  apply  herself.  Recently  one 
of  the  girls  was  married  and  it  was  gratifying 
to  see  her  sign  her  name  in  the  marriage 
register  instead   of  placing  her   thumbprint 


on  the  dotted  line.  Two  of  the  remaining 
girls  now  take  their  place  with  the  rest  of  the 
few  women  who  read  at  morning  prayers. 

A  young  woman  who  has  had  a  terrible 
battle  with  her  temper  was  temporarily  sus- 
pended from  the  home  but  she  has  again 
returned.  No  doubt  her  old  temper  will  again 
give  her  trouble,  for  she  is  living  below  her 
privileges  in  Christ.  We  do  pray  that  she  may 
have  learned  a  few  lessons  and  that  she  may 
yield  herself  completely  to  Him  who  is  able 
to  give  her  victory  over  the  temptations  that 
beset  her. 

Our  matron,  who  is  also  a  widow,  continues 
to  serve  faithfully.  Her  severe  trial  by  the 
death  of  her  husband  just  after  they  became 
Christians  has  filled  her  life  with  understand- 
ing and  patience.  Her  task  is  not  an  easy  one, 
for  when  there  are  discipline  problems  she 
must  deal  with  the  women  with  whom  she 
lives.  Sometimes  there  are  jealousies  of  her 
position  and  unkind  things  are  said  to  her, 
but  she  has  a  forgiving  spirit  and  continues 
to  serve  in  love. 

Looking  after  the  women  in  the  home  and 
occasionally  accompanying  the  Bible  women 
is  not  all  that  had  to  be  done  this  year.  There 
have  been  "earthy"  and  trivial  tasks,  but 
they  were  to  be  done  and  there  was  no  way 
to  avoid  them.  The  Lord  has  verified  His 
promises  and  has  heard  many  prayers  in  be- 
half of  the  work  here. 

Balodgahan,  via  Dhamtari,  C.P.,  India. 


The  Church  Jalsa 


By  S.  N.  Solomon 


HpHE  word  Jalsa  means  gathering.  We 
*■  have  an  annual  gathering  of  the  churches, 
usually  in  the  week  after  Christmas,  at  Mara- 
deo  for  three  days.  A  guest  speaker  from 
outside  brings  messages  and  helps  in  reviv- 
ing the  spiritual  vision  and  zeal. 

Maradeo  is  a  village,  five  miles  from  Dham- 
tari, situated  on  the  bank  of  Mahanadi  (Maha 
— big,  Nadi — river).  It  belongs  to  Mr.  R.  N. 
K.  Biswas,  a  member  of  our  church.  He  has 
given  a  large  piece  of  ground  free  of  charge 
to  the  church  for  Jalsa  sittings.  This  ground 
is  just  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  The  meetings 
are  held  under  a  big  shady  tamarind  tree, 
and  the  tents  or  huts  are  pitched  on  the  banks. 

Maradeo,  named  by  some  Hindu  long  ago, 


literally  means  a  dead  god.  Hence,  it  is  very 
fitting  to  hold  our  annual  church  gathering 
there,  taking  our  living  God  into  the  midst 
of  the  dead  all  around  the  neighborhood.  It 
is  a  direct  living  witness  to  our  living  God. 
Being  somewhat  in  a  central  place  and  sur- 
rounded by  the  natural  scenes  is  befitting  for 
an  enjoyable  and  advantageous  church  gather- 
ing. 

Unusually,  we  had  our  last  Jalsa  at  Dham- 
tari in  the  last  week  of  November,  a  month 
ahead  of  time.  It  was  held  just  after  the 
Jubilee  celebrations  for  the  sake  of  conveni- 
ence and  economy  of  time,  labor,  and  money. 
Arrangements  already  made  here,  which 
would   be  required  at  the  other  place   too, 
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were  used  for  economy.  It  was  convenient 
for  the  people  who  had  come  from  distant 
places  for  the  Jubilee  celebrations.  It  saved 
them  a  double  trip  on  foot  or  bullock  carts. 
Traveling  is  not  so  convenient,  easy,  and  en- 
joyable as  in  the  United  States  for  the  lack 
of  good  roads  and  proper  conveyance  facili- 
ties. 

The  Jalsa  was  well  attended.  As  we  did 
not  have  any  arrangement  for  registration  we 
could  not  count  the  exact  number  of  persons 
that  attended  the  meetings.  However,  there 
was  no  meeting  which  was  attended  by  less 
than  about  three  hundred  people.  The  tents 
were  always  full.  A  large  number  of  our  lay 
farmers  could  not  join  either  the  Jubilee  cele- 
brations or  the  Jalsa,  as  November  is  the 
harvesting  and  gathering  season.  It  is  very 
convenient  for  the  people  living  in  Dhamtari, 
and  the  others  near  about  who  could  come 
and  go  at  will. 

One  Mr.  Moses  David,  a  young  Free 
Methodist  from  a  neighboring  mission  field, 
was  the  guest  speaker.  He  gave  his  personal 
testimony  one  night  in  which  he  told  that 
in  spite  of  being  born  in  a  Christian  home 
and   being  nurtured  in  a  mission  boarding 


house  he  lived  a  sinful,  defeated,  and  miser- 
able life — like  the  heathen.  The  Christian 
home  was  torn  to  pieces  and  destroyed  be- 
cause his  father  was  addicted  to  drinking. 
He  himself  started  smoking,  going  to  the 
movies,  etc.,  while  at  the  boarding  house. 
Finally,  he  was  ousted  when  he  started  work- 
ing as  a  conductor  and  then  as  a  bus  driver. 
A  motor  driver's  life  here  in  India  is  general- 
ly very  low  and  miserable.  Like  the  majority 
of  them,  he  gave  way  to  heavy  smoking, 
drinking,  adultery,  and  such  things.  He  was 
perfectly  negligent  to  the  church  and  to  the 
Bible.  Ultimately  there  came  a  time  when 
he  heard  the  divine  call,  came  to  a  crisis  in 
his  life,  and  repented  from  all  sins.  He  gave 
himself,  having  been  cleansed,  for  the  glory 
and  service  of  the  Master  who  has  used  him 
since  then  for  preaching  the  Gospel  and  wit- 
nessing to  the  great  things  He  hath  done  for 
him.  His  witness  awakened  many  and  was 
a  real  challenge.  He  spoke  on  the  subjects 
of  sin  and  repentance.  There  were  several 
who  consecrated  their  lives  afresh  to  the 
service  and  glory  of  the  Master  and  Saviour. 

With  Christian  love  and  greetings. 

Dhamtari,  C.P.,  India. 


Sundarganj  in  Her  Fiftieth  Year 


By  Samuel  and  Nellie  King 


SUNDARGANJ  is  the  name  of  that  section 
of  Dhamtari  in  which  the  first  missionar- 
ies of  our  Mennonite  Church  in  America  be- 
gan work  in  a  foreign  field.  It  was  fitting 
that  the  Golden  Jubilee  celebrations  which 
began  on  November  22,  1949,  should  have 
been  held  at  this  place  and  near  the  particular 
spot  where,  on  this  same  date  in  1899,  Brother 
J.  A.  Ressler  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  B.  Page 
arrived  and  set  up  camp.  The  events  of  these 
years  have  been  recorded  in  a  special  publi- 
cation available  to  our  readers,  and  the  Fifti- 
eth Anniversary  celebrations  have  been  re- 
ported through  the  church  papers.  We  wish 
to  express  appreciation  for  this  special  event 
which  has  come  to  our  church  in  India.  It 
was  a  special  favor  on  the  part  of  our  home 
church  to  send  to  us  at  this  time  the  two 
interested  brethren  S.  C.  Yoder  and  Paul  Erb 
as  fraternal  delegates.  We  also  appreciated 
having   visitors   from   neighboring   churches 


and  missions.  A  very  significant  part  of  the 
Jubilee  was  the  presence  of  hundreds  of  Chris- 
tians who  had  come  from  our  ten  congrega- 
tions and  from  within  a  radius  of  about  fifty 
miles  to  participate  in  this  event  which 
marked  the  end  of  fifty  years.  Even  though 
we  are  often  painfully  aware  of  the  fact  that 
only  a  few  about  us  have  accepted  Christ  as 
their  Saviour,  a  gathering  such  as  we  had  at 
this  time  is  reassuring  that  God  is  faithful 
and  that  the  efforts  have  not  been  in  vain. 

The  annual  Church  Jalsa  was  held  immedi- 
ately following  the  Jubilee  celebrations  and 
on  the  same  grounds.  These  meetings  are 
usually  held  in  connection  with  the  Annual 
Church  Conference  during  the  Christmas 
season,  but  it  was  fitting  that  they  should 
follow  the  Jubilee  program  this  year  while  so 
many  of  the  outstation  members  were  pres- 
ent to  attend.  Throughout  the  four-day  ses- 
sions the  attendance  was  unusually  good  and 
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the  messages  were  edifying  and  heart-search- 
ing. Two  messages  were  given  each  day  by 
Brother  Moses  David,  an  Indian  evangelist 
of  the  Free  Methodist  Church.  Brother  Erb 
and  Brother  Yoder  spoke  at  the  sectional 
meetings  of  the  Jalsa.  The  annual  meeting  of 
the  women's  sewing  circles  was  also  held  at 
this  time. 

We  are  sorry  that  the  term  of  service  of 
Miss  Esther  Book,  M.C.C.  worker  and  teacher 
in  our  Home  Science  Department,  ended  in 
April.  But  we  were  happy,  at  the  reopening 
of  school  following  the  hot  season,  to  wel- 
come back  to  our  staff  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  N. 
Solomon  and  Mr.  Jehoash  Haraschandra  as 
well  as  a  new  member,  Elvina  Nathan.  Miss 
Nathan,  who  is  a  graduate  of  our  school,  has 
just  returned  from  Allahabad  Agricultural 
Institute  where  she  had  studied  in  the  Home 
Science  Department.  It  was  disappointing 
that  after  a  short  period  of  teaching  music, 
Mrs.  Verna  Troyer  had  to  give  up  the  work 
and  return  to  America  with  her  family  in 
November.  But  with  the  transfer  to  Dhamtari 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Weaver,  help  has  come 
in  the  work  here,  and  they  have  taken  charge 
of  the  Girls'  and  Senior  Hostels  as  well  as  of 
the  Maradeo  congregation  located  near  Dham- 
tari. 

The  Academy  benefited  from  the  Fiftieth 
Anniversary  celebrations  of  the  mission  which 
were  held  near  the  campus.  Besides  having 
the  opportunity  to  attend  all  these  meetings 
we  also  had  the  privilege  of  hearing  our 
American  delegates  on  different  occasions. 
They  both  addressed  the  staff  at  different 
times,  preached  at  our  biweekly  English  wor- 


ship service,  and  each  had  a  part  in  the  ded- 
ication of  our  Home  Science  building.  We 
were  very  happy  to  have  this  dedicatory  serv- 
ice while  these  brethren  were  with  us  even 
though  the  building  lacked  some  of  the  finish- 
ing touches.  Another  welcome  guest  who 
arrived  at  the  close  of  1949  was  Brother  Orie 
O.  Miller.  He  also  spoke  to  the  staff  on  the 
activity  of  the  Mennonite  Central  Committee 
in  the  Far  East  and  on  the  World  Peace  Con- 
ference which  he  attended  while  in  India. 
While  Brother  Miller  was  with  us  a  meeting 
of  the  Mennonite  Relief  Committee  of  India 
was  held  at  Raipur.  This  meeting  was  attend- 
ed by  one  or  two  representatives  from  each  of 
the  five  Mennonite  missions. 

We  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  school 
with  nearly  five  hundred  in  attendance  af- 
fords an  opportunity  for  Christian  service 
which  should  challenge  our  best.  We  are 
glad  for  the  opportunities  but  are  deeply  con- 
scious of  the  fact  that  we  fall  short  of  meeting 
the  needs.  Will  you  please  intercede  for 
Dhamtari  Christian  Academy  that  she  may 
present  the  Christian  message  and  the  Chris- 
tian way  of  life  in  a  more  effective  manner? 

We  appreciate  the  prayers  and  interest  of 
the  home  church  in  the  work  in  India.  You 
are  faithful  in  giving  financial  suport.  Again 
this  year  the  Board  has  fully  provided  our 
regular  budget  and  has  met  our  running 
expenses  as  well  as  sending  funds  for  special 
needs.  For  this  we  are  grateful.  May  God 
bless  you  and  give  you  a  feeling  of  assurance 
that  your  gifts  have  not  been  given  in  vain. 

Sundarganj,  Dhamtari,  C.P.,  India. 


From  Trickling  Stream  to  Mighty  River 


By  Paul  Erb 


Account  of  Jubilee  Celebrations 

IN  the  first  session  of  the  Jubilee  program  at 
Dhamtari  one  of  our  brethren  in  India, 
Sadhuram,  deacon  at  Dondi,  described  the 
advance  of  the  Gospel  here  during  the  past 
fifty  years  in  the  following  word:  "A  trickling 
stream  has  become  a  mighty  river."  This 
struck  me  as  a  particularly  effective  figure.  It 
certainly  was  a  small  stream  when  in  1899 
J.  A.  Ressler  and  the  Pages  came  into  this 
community  with  their  train  of  oxcarts  bearing 
camping  equipment.  And  it  looked  indeed 
like  a  mighty  river  when  somewhere  near  a 


thousand  people  of  a  Christian  community 
gathered  at  the  Sundarganj  Church  on  the 
afternoon  of  Nov.  22,  1949,  fifty  years  later 
to  the  day,  and  marched  in  a  great  procession 
around  the  compound,  past  the  high  school, 
to  the  spot  under  the  mango  tree  where  those 
early  pioneers  had  first  pitched  camp.  There 
a  tent  had  been  erected,  and  there  were  held 
the  three-day  anniversary  program  and  the 
annual  Jalsa,  or  Christian  Life  Conference, 
which  followed. 

I  wish  all  our  readers  could  have  seen  that 
triumphal  procession.  At  the  head  of  the  pa- 
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Pictures    like    this    produced    the    action    to    open    mission    work    in    India    fifty    years    ago. 
Mennonites  entered  India  serving  the  famine  stricken.    Today  there  is  a  large,  growing  church. 


rade  two  young  men  carried  a  great  banner 
which  stretched  across  the  road  and  under  the 
dates  1899-1949  proclaimed  "The  Love  of 
Christ  Constraineth  Us,"  in  Hindi,  of  course. 


The  people  of  the  different  congregations  of 
the  conference  followed,  each  group  identified 
by  another  banner.  Most  of  the  people  wore 
yellow  anniversary  ribbons  which  I  brought 
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along  from  America,  together  with  the  small 
safety  pins  to  fasten  them  on.  The  women 
added  a  great  deal  of  color  to  the  scene  with 
their  varicolored  saris,  or  with  the  colored 
borders  of  their  white  saris.  The  men  were 
dressed,  some  in  typical  American  clothes, 
some  in  typical  Indian  clothes,  and  still  others 
in  all  degrees  of  transition  between.  There 
were  scores  of  children  enjoying  this  happy 
occasion,  dressed  much  as  American  children 
are.  The  marchers  sang  their  Indian  version 
of  "Hold  the  fort,  for  I  am  coming,"  over  and 
over  again  up  and  down  the  line.  People  of 
the  town  stood  along  the  line  of  march,  look- 
ing and  listening.  The  windows  of  the  gov- 
ernment high  school  were  full  of  boys'  heads. 
It  was  evident  that  this  great  river  was  mak- 
ing an  impact  upon  its  shores. 

The  theme  of  the  anniversary  programs  was 
that  written  on  the  leading  banner  of  the  pro- 
cession, which  was  fastened  above  the  plat- 
form. How  the  love  of  Christ  had  constrained 
the  church  in  America  was  told  by  Bro.  S.  C. 
Yoder  in  an  address  which  was  deeply  appre- 
ciated, though  brought  through  an  interpret- 
er. Bro.  Yoder's  presence  for  this  anniver- 
sary, both  because  of  his  age  and  experience 
and  because  of  his  long  connection  with  our 
mission  work,  made  a  deep  impression  on  the 
Indian  church.  It  was  unfortunate  for  him 
that  he  was  suffering  from  a  bad  cold  during 
much  of  the  meeting.  How  the  love  of  Christ 
had  constrained  the  mission  and  the  church  to 
help  the  needy,  to  teach,  to  heal,  to  preach, 
and  to  build  the  church  was  told  by  Mary 
Good,  E.  Parsadi,  J.  G.  Yoder,  O.  P.  Lai,  and 
E.  I.  Weaver.  Milton  Vogt  described  the 
work  in  Bihar,  and  guests  from  a  number  of 
other  missions  brought  greetings.  Stephen 
Solomon  translated  for  me  as  I  spoke  on  the 
mission  of  the  church  at  the  close  of  the  sec- 
ond evening's  session.  The  meeting  had  al- 
ready stretched  to  ten  o'clock,  and  their  will- 
ingness to  listen  to  me  at  that  time  of  night 
was  certainly  an  evidence  of  their  courtesy 
and,  I  think,  of  their  interest  in  spiritual 
things.  Devotions  for  the  various  sessions 
were  conducted  by  various  members  of  the 
church,  including  Satiyawati  Das,  a  young 
lady  who  teaches  in  the  Balodgahan  Girls' 
School,  and  Nandlal,  an  older  brother  who  is 
blind  and  read  from  a  Braille  Bible.  Singing 
included  some  genuine  Indian  music,  but  for 
the  most  part  consisted  of  familiar  American 
hymns   translated  into  Hindi.    There  were 


special  numbers,  some  of  the  Indian  type, 
good  two-part  singing  in  English  by  the  high- 
school  girls'  chorus,  trained  by  Verna  B.  Trov- 
er, a  male  quartet  consisting  of  missionaries 
Becker,  Hostetler,  Friesen,  and  the  writer, 
and  a  mixed  group,  Indian  and  American, 
who  sang  a  hymn  in  four  parts. 

An  outstanding  feature  of  the  anniversary 
was  the  pageant  given  on  the  first  evening.  It 
was  written  by  Irene  Weaver  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  a  vivid  presentation  of  the  work 


Paul  Erb  who  was  a  fra- 
ternal   delegate   to    India 
during  the  observance  of 
the  fiftieth  anniversary. 


of  these  fifty  years.  It  pictured  in  word  and 
pantomime  the  first  arrival  of  the  mission- 
aries, the  feeding  and  clothing  of  orphans  and 
lepers,  the  ministry  of  hospital  and  clinic,  the 
work  of  the  schools,  the  development  of  con- 
gregations and  the  conference.  It  must  have 
made  a  deep  impression  on  the  many  who 
participated,  and  on  the  still  greater  number 
who  watched  the  story  unfold.  I  know  my 
eyes  filled  with  tears  again  and  again  as  I 
breathed  a  prayer  of  thankfulness  for  what 
God  had  done  through  His  servants. 

Another  feature  of  the  program  was  the 
tea  on  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day.  On 
the  high-school  grounds  we  mingled  in  a 
happy  Christian  fellowship  as  we  drank  tea 
and  ate  Indian  delicacies  prepared  before  our 
eyes.  In  the  high-school  rooms  we  saw  ex- 
hibits of  handwork  done  in  the  various 
schools.  This  afternoon  demonstrated  that  our 
church  in  India  is  also  a  community. 

On  the  last  afternoon  in  a  solemn  ceremony 
Bro.  S.  C.  Yoder  planted  an  imli  tree  as  a 
memorial  to  those  workers  of  the  mission  and 
the  church  who  have  passed  to  their  reward 
during  these  fifty  years.  Many  thoughts  went 
to  the  graves  under  the  mango  trees  on  the 
other  side  of  this  field  where  some  of  them  lie. 
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Never  have  I  seen  more  strikingly  demon- 
strated the  phrase,  "and  their  works  do  fol- 
low them."  Surely  a  tree  is  a  fitting  memorial 
to  them.  For  as  this  tree  grows,  so,  under  the 
blessing  of  the  Lord,  will  the  Indian  church 
which  they  helped  to  establish  grow  and  pros- 
per. 

The  special  speaker  in  the  Jalsa  was  a 
young  Free  Methodist  evangelist  by  the  name 
of  Moses  David.  His  earnest  messages  were 
listened  to  with  rapt  attention.  Fearlessly  did 
he  expose  sin  and  invite  to  repentance.  Some 
came  to  the  front  at  the  close  of  the  meetings 
for  confession  and  help  in  prayer.  We  trust 
that  these  meetings  definitely  furthered  the 
revival  which  is  needed  in  the  Indian  church. 
This  Jalsa  was  largely  in  the  hands  of  our 
Indian  Christians.  A  few  missionaries  had 
minor  parts,  and  Bro.  Yoder  and  I  spoke  to 
sectional  meetings  on  Saturday  and  Sunday 
afternoons. 

The  attendance  at  all  these  meetings  was 
excellent.  It  was  a  vacation  week  for  many 
who  came  from  outlying  stations  and  camped 
for  the  entire  time.  The  Dhamtari  Christian 
community  came  in  large  numbers  for  session 
after  session.  Most  of  them  sat  on  the  car- 
peted ground  for  sessions  that  usually  lasted 


two  hours  and  more.  But  they  always  came 
back  the  next  time.  Oftentimes  when  I  could 
not  understand  what  was  being  said  I  just 
studied  the  audience.  There  was  some  inat- 
tention, as  there  is  in  American  churches. 
But  for  the  most  part  there  was  thoughtful 
and  reverent  participation  in  what  was  going 
on.  The  zeal  and  ability  of  the  Indian  leaders 
was  an  inspiration.  So  also  was  the  large 
number  of  children  and  young  people.  A  poll 
in  one  service  revealed  that  half  the  audience 
was  under  thirty.  There  is  tremendous  poten- 
tiality in  that  fact. 

Thirty  years  ago  I  thought  I  was  to  be  a 
missionary  in  India.  But  God  led  otherwise. 
And  so  I  could  not  be  a  participant  in  the 
triumph  of  this  anniversary,  although  the  fact 
that  so  many  of  the  present  missionaries  have 
been  my  students  did  give  me  a  sense  of  in- 
direct participation.  But  that  I  could  attend 
this  jubilee  as  an  observer  was  a  joy  too  deep 
for  words. 

Glory  be  to  God  for  what  He  has  wrought ! 
And  may  this  river  which  is  the  Mennonite 
Church  in  India  increase  in  breadth  and 
depth  as  it  bears  precious  souls  to  the  Eternal 
Sea. — Reprint  from  January  17,  1950,  Gospel 
Herald. 


Back  to  Sankra 


By  S.  Paul  and  Vesta  Miller 


'E  landed  in  Bombay  on  December  10, 
1948.  It  took  a  few  days  to  take  our 
belongings  through  customs  and  get  accomo- 
dations on  the  train  up  country.  On  Decem- 
ber 16  we  arrived  back  in  Central  Provinces 
which  is,  in  Hindi,  "Madhya  Pradesh."  On 
December  23,  after  we  had  gathered  together 
our  furniture  and  other  belongings,  we  settled 
down  and  again  took  over  the  work  at  Sankra 
which  we  had  had  most  of  our  first  term  in 
India.  Thus  began  our  second  term  of  service. 

All  of  us  except  James,  who  was  too  little 
to  remember  our  first  term,  felt  very  much  at 
home  when  we  saw  the  familiar  faces  of  those 
who  came  running  to  greet  us.  The  smell  of 
•the  cow  dung  fires  and  spiced  curries,  and  the 
children's  salaams  also  added  to  the  homey 
feeling. 

Our  first  task  was  a  lot  of  repairing  which 
had  to  be  done  because  of  damage  caused  by 
a  rather  severe  storm  which  had  struck  here 


shortly  before  our  return.  A  number  of  tile 
roofs  had  been  badly  damaged,  the  garage 
completely  unroofed,  and  the  corrugated  iron 
roof  of  the  church  partly  torn  off  and  much 
of  what  remained  torn  loose.  Having  tile 
made,  hauling  wood  from  the  jungle,  and 
going  through  the  long-drawn-out  proce- 
dures of  applying  for  permits  for  cement  and 
corrugated  roofing  was  almost  an  endless  task. 
The  permit  for  the  iron,  which  was  needed, 
is  still  not  available;  so  wood  had  to  be  used 
as  a  substitute. 

The  routine  work  of  the  station  continues 
much  as  in  years  past.  The  same  two  teachers, 
Marcus  and  Matthew,  who  have  taught  here 
for  three  years,  served  in  the  Primary  School. 
They  had  an  enrollment  of  thirty-eight,  of 
which  twenty-one  were  Hindu  boys  and  girls. 
For  a  while  these  teachers  also  conducted 
classes  in  adult  literacy  for  Hindu  men  from 
near-by  villages.    At  first  interest  was  good 
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and  fifty-four  enrolled,  but  it  soon  became  too 
much  trouble  to  come  just  to  learn  to  read; 
so  the  attendance  dropped  and  now  the  class- 
es have  again  been  closed.  Pritam,  Premi,  and 
Punai,  the  evangelist  and  two  Bible  women, 
visit  regularly  in  their  daily  visitation  about 
twenty  villages  which  are  within  walking  dis- 
tance. The  evangelist  also  accompanies  the 
compounder  and  me  on  our  weekly  Roadside 
Leper  Clinics.  The  work  at  the  dispensary 
and  clinics  has  increased  steadily  throughout 
the  year. 

.  During  the  year  there  has  also  been  a  very 
marked  increase  in  interest  in  the  Gospel 
among  the  patients  attending  the  Roadside 
Leper  Clinics.  At  each  stop  we  have  an  evan- 
gelistic message  before  we  begin  our  treat- 
ment. Recently  three  men  who  are  not  lepers 
but  are  almost  always  present  at  Anda,  our 
first  clinic  stop,  said  that  they  have  decided 


together  that  they  would  like  to  become  Chris- 
tians. Another  man,  a  leper,  at  that  place  has 
said  publicly  that  he  is  ready  to  accept  Christ 
as  his  Guru  (spiritual  teacher).  At  another 
place,  Sikosa,  there  are  two  lepers  who  have 
bought  Testaments  and  seem  to  be  very  close 
to  the  kingdom.  Another  man  who  has  come 
often  for  treatment  says  that  he  is  at  his  wit's 
end  because  he  knows  that  Christ  alone  can 
save  him,  but  he  will  have  to  leave  all  to 
accept  Him. 

None  of  these  have  so  far  been  quite  willing 
to  forsake  all  and  accept  baptism.  Will  you 
not  pray  very  definitely  that  God  might  give 
them  the  needed  courage  to  leave  all  and 
accept  Him  whom  they  know  to  be  the  Sav- 
iour? Also  pray  that  the  hearts  of  others,  who 
hear  the  Gospel  from  day  to  day  and  week 
to  week,  may  be  melted  that  they  too  might 
come  to  Him.      Sankra,  via  Jangaon,  C.P. 


S.    Paul    and    Vesta    Nafziger    Miller    and    children,    missionaries    in    India. 
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Dhamtari  Christian  Hospital 

By  J.  G.  and  Fyrne  Yoder 


WHAT  hath  God  wrought  in  1949?" 
Annual  reports  call  for  writing  effort, 
but  I  believe  the  writer  perhaps  gains  most. 
It  might  also  be  good  for  non-missionaries  to 
write  annual  reports  as  a  method  of  noting 
progress  in  their  own  work.  Try  it  some 
time — you  will  find  much  to  be  happy  about, 
and  perhaps  a  bit  to  be  unhappy  about. 

Medically  we  have  gained  some  equipment 
and  facilities  and  buildings.  Perhaps  appre- 
ciated most  is  an  adequate  water  supply.  Our 
old  well  consistently  lowered  its  water  level 
in  January  or  February  every  year  so  that  it 
could  not  be  reached  by  our  hand  pump. 
From  then  on  until  July  all  the  water  for 
hospital  use  was  drawn  by  buckets  and  car- 
ried into  the  hospital.  Now  to  do  that  for  a 
hospital  of  fifty  beds  is  not  an  easy  task.  For 
sterilizing  we  had  a  small  extra  tank  built 
which  was  filled  with  buckets.  For  doctors' 
and  nurses'  "scrubbing"  an  attendant  would 
stand  by  and  pour  from  a  tin.  But  our  trouble 
was  not  only  from  January  to  July,  for  the 
hand  pump  was  always  breaking  down.  Then 
we  would  go  back  to  the  buckets  again. 
Now  we  have  a  new  one  hundred  foot  well 
with  a  U.S.A.  electric  jet  pump  that  really 
works! 

We  have  also  our  new  light  plant  and 
X  ray.  It  is  so  much  nicer  to  go  out  to  the 
hospital  evenings  and  find  things  bright  all 
around  instead  of  all  darkness.  You  who 
have  always  had  electricity  will  never  really 
know  how  it  is  to  run  a  hospital  without 
lights.  The  X  ray  takes  the  guesswork  out 
of  so  many  things. 

Our  chapel  is  nearly  finished;  so  now  we 
will  no  longer  need  to  have  our  services  in 
a  small  room  (about  18x18)  with  ventilation 
on  one  side  only.  Services  in  this  room  bring 
an  attendance  of  seventy-five  to  one  hundred. 
Can  you  pack  that  many  into  a  room  of  that 
size  in  the  United  States?  Our  new  chapel 
will  be  twenty-five  feet  by  forty  feet  (inside), 
and  has  a  small  Sunday-school  room  (about 
18x18  feet)  on  one  end. 

We  are  also  constructing  a  new  building  for 


administration;  rather,  I  should  say,  a  half- 
building.  Funds  simply  are  not  here;  so  wo 
are  building  one  end  only.  The  other  end 
must  wait  for  funds.  I  wish  I  could  show 
you  how  badly  we  need  this — all  of  it — and 
I  know  you  would  help. 

After  long  consideration  it  has  been  decid- 
ed to  give  nurses'  training  for  girls  in  our 
hospital,  and  we  expect  to  receive  the  first 
class  in  July.  We  believe  we  can  render  a 
real  service  to  India  by  training  nurses.  Per- 
mission has  been  granted  on  condition  that 
the  building  planned  be  pretty  well  finished 
in  two  years.  That  will  require  funds  which 
we  do  not  have,  but  we  do  have  faith. 

After  all  that  has  been  added,  we  still  need 
so  many  things.  I  would  again  mention  that 
our  hospital  serves  a  population  of  about  two 
million.  And  we  have  fifty  beds  and  two 
doctors.   So  much  more  is  needed. 

We  have  not  been  idle  in  our  efforts  to 
evangelize.  We  have  a  Bible  trained  hospital 
evangelist  and  two  Bible  women  who  work 
both  in  the  hospital  and  in  surrounding  vil- 
lages to  spread  the  "Good  News."  And  each 
of  the  staff  does  his  part  so  that  those  who 
come  may  hear.  People  learn  to  know  us 
when  they  come  here  for  help  physically. 
Then  when  we  go  to  their  villages  to  take 
the  "Good  News"  they  give  us  a  welcome 
and  are  glad  to  hear  more  of  what  we  have 
to  tell  them. 

A  new  aspect  of  our  work  is  a  Bible  and 
literature  room  where  the  public  may  come 
to  read  and  rest.  Here  patients  bring  their 
attendants  and  the  attendants  often  have 
extra  time  which  can  well  be  spent  in  a  read- 
ing room.  Gospel  portions  are  continually 
sold  at  morning  devotions.  People  buy  will- 
ingly. 

We  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank 
each  one  of  you  who  has  helped  to  make 
these  improvements  possible.  It  is  the  Lord's 
work.  It  is  our  work  and  it  is  your  work. 
Words  fail  to  express  how  you  have  helped 
us;  much  remains  to  be  done. 

Dhamtari.  C.P.,  India. 
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My  First  Year  in  India 


By  Goldie  Hummel 


ON  November  10,  1948,  a  small  Dutch 
freighter,  the  S.S.  "Rotti,"  left  New 
York  with  its  cargo,  crew,  and  eleven  pas- 
sengers. First  stop  was  in  Marseille,  France, 
where  the  passengers  enjoyed  a  day  of  visiting 
the  great  cathedrals  and  touring  the  city. 
After  some  more  days  the  ship  stopped  over- 
night at  Port  Said  and  then  journeyed  up  into 
the  Persian  Gulf.  Here  we  visited  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Missions  at  Bahrein  and  Basra. 
The  place  where  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates 
rivers  join  was  of  special  interest.  Here  also 
we  saw  the  results  of  the  coming  of  oil  com- 
panies— deserts  were  changed  into  modern 
cities.  After  three  weeks  in  the  Persian  Gulf, 
during  which  time  we  spent  Christmas  on 
board  the  ship,  the  "Rotti"  sailed  for  Karachi. 
Finally  on  January  3,  1949,  we  landed  in 
Bombay.  Only  those  who  have  experienced 
it  can  realize  the  thrill  of  standing  in  the 
Gateway  to  India. 

The  first  three  months  I  lived  in  Ghatula, 
a  small  village  about  fifty  miles  from  Dham- 
tari,  where  I  began  my  study  of  the  Hindi  lan- 
guage. It  is  only  after  many  hours  of  study 
that  one  can  learn  to  make  all  the  unfamiliar 
sounds. 

For  about  ten  days  I  enjoyed  touring  in  the 
village  of  Likma.  Although  I  knew  only  a 
few  words  of  Hindi,  it  was  a  very  fine  intro- 
duction to  village  life  in  India.  Traveling  the 
twenty  miles  by  oxcart,  watching  some  of  the 
ceremonies  of  a  Hindu  wedding,  and  visiting 
some  wealthy  Brahman  women  were  all  excit- 
ing experiences  for  a  new  missionary. 

It  was  during  the  last  week  of  March  that 
I  left  for  the  hills.  There  I  attended  language 
school  for  four  months  among  the  beauties  of 
the  Himalaya  Mountains,  and  the  many  vari- 
eties of  wild  flowers  and  birds.  Language 
work  began  in  the  morning  at  six  or  seven 
o'clock  with  a  private  teacher.  After  an  hour 
of  work,  a  hasty  breakfast  of  the  usual  board- 
ing house  type,  and  a  fifteen-minute  walk  to 
school  one  was  ready  to  begin  classes  at  eight- 
thirty.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  first  two 
classes  the  chapel  period  was  refreshing  to 
both  body  and  soul.  Next  came  two  more 
classes.    When  school  was  over  we  hurried 


back  to  the  boarding  house  to  eat  lunch  be- 
fore another  teacher  came  for  an  hour.  The 
remainder  of  the  afternoons  were  spent  in 
study  with  an  hour  or  so  of  relaxation  with  a 
game  of  tennis,  badminton,  or  going  down 
the  mountain  to  the  bazaar.  Often  there  were 
programs  of  interest  at  the  church  or  commu- 
nity center. 

How  I  enjoyed  helping  a  second-year  stu- 
dent conduct  a  small  Bible  school  for  Indian 
children  every 
Friday  after- 
noon! I  was 
somewhat  fear- 
ful, however, 
one  day  when 
the  girl  in 
charge  did  not 
come  and  I 
had  to  keep 
twenty  -  one 
children  busy 
for  about  one 
and  a  half 
hours  while  the 
rain  poured 
down  outside. 

After  language  school  I  looked  forward 
eagerly  to  returning  to  the  plains.  Although 
the  time  spent  there  was  very  valuable  and  the 
fellowship  with  missionaries  from  all  over 
India  was  a  very  blessed  fellowship,  I  looked 
forward  to  coming  back  to  the  people  whom  I 
have  come  to  serve.  Will  you  pray  that  I  may 
be  so  emptied  of  self  and  filled  with  Christ 
that  all  I  do  and  say  may  be  for  Him? 

The  Jubilee  celebration  was  an  outstanding 
event  of  this  past  year.  I  am  happy  to  have 
come  to  India  at  this  time  and  to  have  been 
able  to  share  in  the  joys  of  this  happy  occa- 
sion. 

Now  I  am  continuing  my  language  study 
at  Ghatula  and  going  each  week  with  one  of 
the  Bible  women  to  a  village  Bible  class.  Here 
the  Bible  woman  tells  some  story  from  the 
Word  of  God  and  we  sing  a  song  about  our 
loving  Saviour  who  breaks  the  fetters  of  sin 
and  sets  the  captive  free. 

Ghatula,  via  Dhamtari.  C.P.,  India. 


Goldie    Hummel 
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Florence  isatziger  and  the  native  workers  having  morning  devotions  at  the  Ghatula  Dispensary. 
4817  patients  visited  this  dispensary  in  1949.    4817  people  met,  perhaps  for  the  first  time,  the 

dynamic  of  Christian  faith. 

1949  at  the  Ghatula  Dispensary 

By  Florence  Nafziger 


HPHE  statistics  which  arc  before  me  show 
-™-  that  during  the  year,  4814  patients  visit- 
ed the  dispensary.  That  is  a  monthly  aver- 
age of  401  with  a  daily  average  in  round 
numbers  of  sixteen.  Besides  this  we  had 
thirty-one  "inpatients"  and  five  cataract  oper- 
ations. In  the  month  of  December,  along 
with  all  the  Christmas  rush,  566  patients  came 
to  the  dispensary.  That  was  our  heaviest 
month  with  July  (558)  and  October  (533) 
almost  as  heavy.  In  July  we  had  our  highest 
number  of  "inpatients,"  nine,  most  of  whom 
were  very  ill.  The  lightest  months  were  May 
(148)  and  June  (185).  I  was  on  vacation 
most  of  both  of  these  months,  but  my  helper, 
Sheromani  Nathan,  gave  simple  medicines. 
Pastor  Bhclwa's  wife,  a  trained  nurse,  gave 
any  injections  and  other  help  that  was  need- 
ed. She  has  been  a  very  great  help  to  me 
during  all  my  time  at  Ghatula.  Many  are  the 
times  when  I  have  gone  to  her,  disheartened 
and  baffled,  to  receive  courage  and  help  along 
with  good  advice. 


The  above  figures  arc  not  so  high  but  they, 
represent  every  day's  work  and  some  of  the 
days  ran  over  into  the  night. 

This  year  Goldie  Hummel  came  to  live 
with  me.  She  arrived  in  January  but  April  1 
found  her  off  to  six  months  of  language 
school.  It  is  pleasant  to  have  someone  else 
around  to  live  with  after  two  years  of  living 
alone.  We  had  an  enjoyable  tour  of  ten  days 
down  to  Likma  which  is  twenty  miles  south 
of  Ghatula.  We  went  in  March  with  the  two 
Bible  women,  our  cook  and  his  wife,  and 
James,  the  handy  man.  It  was  a  new  experi- 
ence to  ride  in  the  oxcart,  starting  at  "the 
second  cock-crow,"  about  four  o'clock,  when 
the  breeze  was  cool  almost  to  discomfort, 
and  riding  steadily  until  noon.  Through  the 
thick  jungle  which  widened  here  and  there 
for  a  pond  or  village  we  went.  We  cooked 
rice  and  dahl  on  a  small  fire  built  between 
two  rocks.  While  the  heat  of  the  sun  was 
most  intense  we  rested  in  the  shade  before 
resuming  our  journey.    Walking  along   the 
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path  when  riding  in  the  springless  cart  be- 
came too  tiresome,  and  finally  arriving  at 
the  small  empty  house  at  four  in  the  evening 
— that,  too,  was  a  part  of  it.  The  villages  of 
Likma  and  Ghutkale  are  side  by  side  and 
constitute  a  large  group  of  people  who  are 
without  a  Christian  witness  of  any  kind.  The 
nearest  congregation  is  Ghatula  which  is 
small.  The  nearest  medical  help  other  than 
the  village  "doctors,"  who  are  usually  worse 
than  nothing,  is  the  Ghatula  dispensary  which 
is  visited  by  a  doctor  not  more  than  once  a 
year.  We  enjoyed  our  ten  days'  stay  there 
very  much.  The  people  seemed  grateful  that 
we  had  come.  Their  homes  were  open  to  us. 
They  listened  very  well  to  the  story  of  the 
Gospel.  We  were  sorry  we  couldn't  stay 
longer.  Pray  with  us  that  there  may  soon  be 
someone  to  live  there  and  to  give  a  perma- 
nent Christian  witness. 

It  has  been  a  real  pleasure  to  give  the  Gospel 
to  the  patients  at  the  dispensary.  "This  is 
the  first  time  I  have  ever  heard  this  story," 
gives  me  a  thrill  that  nothing  else  does  when 
it  comes  from  the  lips  of  one  who  has  come 


to  us  for  medicine  for  his  body.  One  day  the 
Bible  women  told  the  story  with  the  help  of 
the  flannelboard  of  the  death  and  resurrec- 
tion of  our  Lord.  The  women  had  listened 
openmouthed,  even  forgetting  to  say  "Yes, 
yes"  at  proper  intervals.  At  the  end,  one  of 
them  said,  "This  is  the  first  time  I  have  ever 
heard  this  story."  It  seemed  incredible  that 
anyone  in  this  world  should  never  have  heard 
the  only  plan  of  salvation.  It  is  not  hard  to 
get  them  to  listen  appreciatively  to  the  story 
of  Jesus,  but  it  is  hard  for  them  to  understand 
how  one  can  be  saved  without  works  through 
the  grace  of  a  loving  God.  It  is  still  harder 
for  them  to  believe. 

If  we  weren't  firmly  convinced  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  works  in  their  minds  with  super- 
natural power,  I  think  all  of  us  would  be 
ready  to  give  up  this  work.  As  it  is,  we  look 
forward  to  a  New  Year  of  working  with  God, 
but  this  time  at  the  Christian  Hospital  at 
Dhamtari  with  Lena  Graber.  Wherever  we 
work  "We  are  labourers  together  with  God." 

Ghatula,  via  Dhamtari,  C.P.,  India. 


Before  the  idols  in  this  ornate  temple  the  people  of  India  bow,  seeking  peace.    To  the  priests 
of  this  temple  they  bring  their  gifts.    To  these  gods  of  stone  they  pray.    We  know  of  God,  but 
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Dondi  Travelog,  1949-50 

By  John  A.  and  Genevieve  Friesen 


SLEEP  was  difficult  one  September  night, 
when  just  before  we  retired,  Bro.  Beare 
broke  the  stunning  news  to  us  that  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  in  making  its  annual  appoint- 
ments said  .  .  .  "AND  FRIESENS  GO  TO 
DONDI!"  All  know  how  hard  it  is  to  leave 
a  place  that  has  grown  into  your  thinking  and 
working  as  home.  Some  even  know  what 
a  painful  thing  it  is  to  pack  up  and  move 
even  though  it  is  a  mere  sixty  miles — but  in 
India! 

No,  it  was  not  easy  for  us  to  reconcile  our- 
selves physically  or  mentally  to  leave  Drug. 
Dondi  and  Drug  are  in  such  contrast  to  each 
other.  Drug  is  "citywise,"  airy  and  open,  with 
one  hand  at  least  reaching  out  toward  a 
future.  Dondi  is  jungly,  smugly  enclosed  with 
blue  ranges  of  hills,  one  hand  on  opiates  and 
the  other  clutching  a  host  of  ancestral  idols. 
But  now,  after  two  months  in  Dondi,  our 
touring  season  is  in  full  swing.  After  much 
hard  walking,  lots  of  singing  and  preaching, 
and  tolerance  of  inquisitive  gazes  everywhere 
we  go,  we  feel  we  are  leaving  a  wake  of  con- 
tacts. This  leads  us  to  feel  that  perhaps  the 
Lord  had  more  to  do  in  this  than  we  were 
aware  of.  Personally,  therefore,  the  advances 
of  God's  kingdom  were  to  be  felt  definitely 
within  ourselves. 

The  mission  staff  of  workers,  besides  the 
missionary  family,  includes  one  evangelistic 
couple — Bro.  Peeran  Chand  and  his  wife, 
Mangli  Bai,  and  Bro.  Vishwanath,  the  com- 
pounder. This  year  again  Bro.  Vishwanath 
has  pretty  largely  been  assuming  the  respon- 
sibility of  running  the   dispensary,  and  his 


wife,  Moniha  Bai,  has  been  serving  as  Bible 
woman.  Since  our  arrival  in  Dondi  we  have 
appreciated  their  youthful  enthusiasm  in  the 
work  of  the  church  and  the  other  mission! 
activities. 

Dondi  still  remains  a  challenge  with  much 
to  be  won  for  Christ!  There  are  still  territories 
where  neither  missionaries  nor  native  workers 
have  gone.  And  still  more  territory  which  can 
hardly  be  said  to  have  been  "blanketed"  with 
the  Christian  Good  News.  It  appears  to  us  as 
new  workers  in  this  field  that  the  mission  has 
lost  time  in  not  carrying  the  sustained  witness 
of  a  single  group  of  workers.  Jungle  people 
have  a  personality  all  their  own  and  one  can- 
not learn  to  know  them  in  a  brief  few  years 
— nor  can  they  know  you.  With  the  vast 
masses  still  illiterate,  the  Gospel  cannot  be 
read  except  in  the  living  testimony  of  the  be- 
lievers. For  that  people  are  going  to  have  to 
see  much  of  us  in  every  circumstance  of  life. 

We  cannot  as  we  enter  this  field  feel  for 
ourselves  any  particular  hopeful,  near-break- 
ing pressure  points.  The  small  congregation 
still  consists  of  imported  servants  or  mission 
employees.  We  nevertheless  continue  to  have 
faith.  As  long  as  people  continue  to  appre- 
ciate having  us  tell  the  Good  News,  and  ass 
long  as  our  services  in  the  name  of  Christ  are 
welcomed  by  them,  we  believe  that  the  spir- 
itual, needs  will  catch  up  with  the  people  and 
that  nothing  but  the  living  fellowship  of 
Christ  will  satisfy  them.  In  this  we  invite 
your  prayers  that  His  kingdom  might  come. 

Dondi,  C.P.,  India. 


April,  1949,  to  April,  1950 

By  Royal  and  Evelyn  Bauer 


OUR  first  year  in  India  seemed  to  us  to  be 
a  very  full  one.  We  can  scarcely  believe 
that  so  many  experiences  can  be  fitted  into  the 
space  of  one  year.  Nor  can  we  count  the 
many  blessings  which  our  Father  has  show- 
ered upon  us  from  His  abundant  store. 

After  a  very  pleasant  32  days'  voyage  we, 
accompanied  by  Miss  Graber,  set  foot  on  the 
soil  of  India,  the  country  to  which  God  has 


called  us.  How  strange  and  different  every- 
thing seemed !  Again  and  again,  we  were  and 
are  impressed  with  the  tremendous  contrast 
between  the  Eastern  and  Western  culture. 

Since  it  was  the  hot  season,  we  were  given 
a  very  warm  reception  in  Dhamtari.  This  was 
quite  different  from  the  snowstorm  we  had 
just  left  in  New  York.  After  four  days  of  rest- 
ing and  repacking  we  left  for  Landour  to 


124 


study  Hindi.  Even  after  spending  five  months 
in  concentrated  study  we  found  it  very  diffi- 
cult to  say  more  than  a  few  words  at  a  time. 

Upon  reaching  the  plains  again  we  spent  a 
delightful  month  living  with  Dr.  and  Verna 
Troyer  at  Dhamtari. 

After  having  been  on  the  plains  only  one 


Royal    and    Evelyn    Bauer,    new    missionaries 
in  India. 


month  and  in  India  only  six  months,  we  were 
placed  alone  in  charge  of  the  evangelistic  sta- 
tion at  Drug. 

This  gave  rise  to  many  difficulties  and 
trials.  Many  times  people  came  to  our  door 
and  even  with  the  aid  of  a  dictionary  in  one 
hand  and  our  Hindi  textbook  in  the  other,  we 
were  unable  to  find  out  what  they  wanted. 
How  wonderful  it  is  to  know  that  God  is  al- 
ways near  those  who  call  upon  His  name! 
Without  His  constant  aid,  we  could  not  have 
persevered. 

We  were  saddened  to  realize  that  since  we 
could  not  speak  the  language,  no  one  would 
be  able  to  tour  the  surrounding  villages  with 
the  Gospel  message  this  season.  But  we  re- 
alized that  in  order  to  be  more  effective  in 
His  service  later  on,  we  would  need  to  learn 
the  language  first.  Even  realizing  this,  we 
found  little  time  for  actual  study  because  of 
the  many  strange  and  trying  experiences  we 
encountered  while  endeavoring  to  serve  in 
this  country. 

The  end  of  March  found  us  again  on  our 
way  to  Landour  for  language  study.  As  we 
study  here,  as  we  return  to  the  plains  to  take 
up  our  evangelistic  work,  and  as  we  work 
with  our  Indian  brothers  and  sisters,  we  need 
the  assurance  that  your  constant  prayers  are 
ascending  to  God  in  our  behalf.  He,  alone, 
whose  ambassadors  we  are,  can  supply  the 
much-needed  strength  and  wisdom  for  the 
tasks  ahead  and  give  the  increase. 

Drug,  C.P.,  India. 


Teaching  at  Woodstock  School 

By  Rhea  Yoder 


Y  assignment  for  1949  was  that  of  Third 
Standard  class  teacher  at  Woodstock 
School.  There  were  thirty-three  pupils  en- 
rolled in  this  class,  twenty-two  of  whom  were 
children  of  missionaries.  The  remaining  elev- 
en represented  business  people,  embassy  peo- 
ple, newspaper  correspondents,  and  so  on. 
Eighteen  of  the  children  were  Americans, 
three  English,  two  Canadian,  eight  Indian, 
one  Chinese,  and  one  Norwegian. 

American  texts  and  courses  were  almost 
exclusively  used.  Thus  an  effort  is  made  to 
prepare  these  American  children  in  a  foreign 
land  for  a  normal  happy  life  in  an  American 
society.    Even  after  the  best  we  can  do  here 


there  will  be  adjustments  for  them  to  make. 

I  am  especially  grateful  for  the  three  periods 
a  week  set  aside  by  the  school  for  the  teach- 
ing of  Scripture.  In  the  class  were  six  pupils 
adhering  to  religions  other  than  Christianity. 
It  was  my  prayer  that  I  might  present  Christ 
in  all  His  love,  power,  purity,  and  holiness 
as  I  taught  a  course  on  The  Life  of  Christ. 

I  also  participated  in  several  extracurricular 
activities.  One  was  taking  my  turn  with  the 
other  teachers  in  duty  with  the  primary  and 
elementary  girls  in  boarding  evenings  after 
school  and  holidays.  During  the  summer 
months  I  took  the  responsibility  of  a  Sunday 
service  with  the  children  approximately  eight 
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and  nine  years  of  age.  I  gratefully  acknowl- 
edge the  help  of  Brother  and  Sister  Weaver 
in  this  work. 

I  have  endeavored  to  especially  keep  in 
touch  with  our  own  mission  boys  and  girls 
in  boarding  and  have  planned  just  a  few  little 
"get-togethers"  for  them. 


The  opportunities  and  responsibilities  are 
great  indeed.  We  may  never  know  the  extent 
of  the  influence  of  a  school  so  cosmopolitan 
as  this  where  students  come  to  us  from  such 
varied  spheres  of  influence  and  so  many  coun- 
tries. I  pray  that  the  Lord  may  use  me  as  a 
servant  of  His  in  this  school. 

Landour,  Mussoorie,  U.P.,  India. 


Important  Events  During  the  Year 


Don  Lawrence  Troyer,  son  of  Dana  Troyers, 
was  born  January  13,  1949. 

Purchase  Roadside  Leprosy  Clinic  Car  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1949. 

Dedication  Dondi  Church  on  March  27,  1949. 

Margaret  Ellen  GrofT,  daughter  of  Weyburn 
W.  Groffs,  was  born  August  24,  1949. 

Death  of  Elisha  Munshi  on  September  4,  1949. 
He  came  with  Ressler's  baggage  from  Rai- 
pur  in  1899  when  the  mission  began. 

Medical  Bungalow  reroofed  in  September  and 
October,  1949. 

Arrival  of  Brother  S.  C.  Yoder  from  America 
on  October  26,  1949. 

Arrival  of  Brother  Paul  Erb  from  America  on 
November  20,  1949. 

Arrival  of  Kodaikanal  school  children  for 
vacation  with  parents  in  November. 


Golden  Jubilee   (50  years  of  mission  work,  ' 
1899-1949)  November  22-24,  1949. 

Annual  Business  Meeting  held  at  Balodgahan 
on  December  14-17,  1949. 

Dedication  of  Home  Science  Building  at 
Dhamtari  Christian  Academy  December  19, 
1949. 

Margaret  Elma  Dietzel,  daughter  of  Arnold 
J.  Dietzels,  was  born  December  21,  1949. 

X-ray  equipment  installed  at  Dhamtari  Chris- 
tian Hospital  in  December,  1949. 

Orie  O.  Miller  arrived  in  India  on  December 
24,  1949. 

Church  Conference,  December  28-30,  1949 

Marie  Moyer  and  Blanche  Sell  arrived  in 
Bombay,  December  31,  1949. 

Work  started  on  Baithena  Chapel  Building 
in  December,  1949. 


India  Mission  Directory  for  1949 


Name  and  Address  Year  of  Arrival 

Royal  H.  Bauer,  Drug,  C.P.  1949 

Mrs.  Royal  H.  Bauer,  Drug,  C.P.  1949 

George  H.  Beare,  Balodgahan,  via 

Dhamtari,  C.P.  1926 

Mrs.  George  H.  Beare,  Balodgahan, 

via  Dhamtari,  C.P.  1926 

Arnold  J.  Dietzel,  Shantipur,  via 

Dhamtari,  C.P.  1948 

Mrs.  Arnold  J.  Dietzel,  Shantipur,  via 

Dhamtari,  C.P.  1948 

Elizabeth  Erb,  Sihawa,  via  Dhamtari, 

C.P.  1947 

John  A.  Friesen,  Dondi,  via  Raj 

Nandgaon  1939 

Mrs.  John  A.  Friesen,  Dondi,  via  Raj 

Nandgaon  1939 

Mary  M.  Good,  Balodgahan,  via 

Dhamtari,  C.P.  1920 

Lena  Graber,  Dhamtari,  C.P.  1945 


Weyburn  W.  GrofT,  Sihawa,  via 

Dhamtari,  C.P.  1946 

Mrs.  Weyburn  W.  GrofT,  Sihawa,  via 

Dhamtari,  C.P.  1946 

Wilbur  W.  Hostetler,  Dhamtari,  C.P. 

(Mohadi)  1938 

Mrs.  Wilbur  W.  Hostetler,  Dhamtari, 

C.P.  (Mohadi)  1938 

Goldie  Hummel,  Sihawa,  via  Dhamtari, 

C.P.  1949 

S.  M.  King,  Dhamtari,  C.P.  1936 

Mrs.  S.  M.  King,  Dhamtari,  C.P.  1936 

S.  Paul  Miller,  Jamgaon,  via  Drug, 

C.P.  1941 

Mrs.  S.  Paul  Miller,  Jamgaon,  via 

Drug,  C.P.  1938 

Marie  Moyer,  Sihawa,  via  Dhamtari, 

C.P.  1950 

Florence  Nafziger,  Dhamtari,  C.P.  1946 

Anna  Lois  Rohrer,  Dhamtari,  C.P.  1947 
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Blanche  Sell,  Sihawa,  via  Dhamtari, 

C.P.  1950 

R.  R.  Smucker,  Dhamtari,  C.P.  1920 

Dana  O.  Troyer  (M.D.),  Dhamtari, 

C.P.  1946 

Mrs.  Dana  O.  Troyer,  Dhamtari, 

C.P.  1947 


Edwin  I.  Weaver,  Dhamtari,  C.P.  1935 

Mrs.  Edwin  I.  Weaver,  Dhamtari,  C.P.    1935 
J.  G.  Yoder  (M.D.),  Dhamtari,  C.P.        1937 
Mrs.  J.  G.  Yoder,  Dhamtari,  C.P. 
Rhea  Yoder,  Woodstock  School, 
Landour,  Mussoorie,  U.P. 


1937 


1948 


Mission  Organization  for  1950 


Officers 

President Wilbur  W.  Hostetler 

Secretary    George  H.  Beare 

Treasurer S.  Paul  Miller 

Recorder  Weyburn  W.  Groff 

Committees 

Executive  Committee:  S.  M.  King  (chair- 
man), Wilbur  W.  Hostetler,  George  H. 
Beare,  S.  Paul  Miller,  J.  G.  Yoder. 

Educational  Committee:  S.  M.  King  (chair- 
man), Mary  M.  Good,  Weyburn  W.  Groff. 

Medical  Committee:  S.  Paul  Miller  (chair- 
man), J.  G.  Yoder,  Elizabeth  Erb. 

Auditing  Committee:  Wilbur  W.  Hosteder 
(chairman),  Arnold  J.  Dietzel. 

Publicity  Committee:  Arnold  J.  Dietzel 
(chairman),  Wilmetta  Dietzel,  Goldie  Hum- 
|mel,  Evelyn  Bauer,  Ida  Beare,  Vesta  Miller, 
Edwin  I.  Weaver. 

Audio-Visual  Committee:  Weyburn  W. 
Groff  (chairman),  Thelma  Groff,  Evelyn 
Bauer,  Nellie  King,  Florence  Nafziger. 

Historical  Committee:  Nellie  King  (chair- 
man), Irene  Weaver,  Weyburn  W.  Groff. 

Evangelistic  Committee:  John  A.  Friesen 
(chairman),  Wilbur  Hostetler,  Ida  Beare. 

Hindi  Literature  Committee:  Fyrne  Yoder 
(chairman),  John  A.  Friesen,  Irene  Weaver. 

Commission  for  Peace  Education:  George 
H.  Beare  (chairman),  Elizabeth  Erb,  Royal 
H.  Bauer. 

Catering  Committee:  Velma  Hostetler 
(chairman),  Fyrne  Yoder,  Genevieve  Friesen, 
Arnold  J.  Dietzel,  Lena  Graber. 

Language  Study  Committee:  Wilbur  Hos- 
tetler (chairman),  Irene  Weaver,  Royal  H. 
Bauer. 

Delegates  and  Representatives 
Mennonite  Board  of  Missions  and  Charities 

A.  C.  Brunk 
Mid-India   Representatives   Christian 

Council   Weyburn  W.  Groff 

Lena  Graber 
N.I.C.T.  &  B.  Society John  A.  Friesen 


Mennonite  Relief  Committee  in  India 

George  H.  Beare 
S.  M.  King 
Christian  Medical  College  (Vellore) 

J.  G.  Yoder 
Pendra  Road  Sanitarium  ....  S.  Paul  Miller 
Liaison  for  Theological  Education 

Edwin  I.  Weaver 

Woodstock  School  Board J.  G.  Yoder 

Missionary  Language  Board 

Wilbur  W.  Hostetler 

The  Church 

Number  of  congregations    10 

Number  of  bishops  1 

Number  of  ministers  (7  Indian,  11 

missionary)   18 

Number  of  deacons 7 

Members  received  during  the  year 126 

Total  membership  of  the  church  at  the 

end  of   1949    1579 

Total  contributions  from  the  church  from 

all  sources Rs.  6949-2-0 

Evangelistic  Work 

Number  of  evangelists  10 

Number  of  villages  visited  by  them  ....  162 

Number  of  Bible  women 16 

Number  of  villages  visited  by  them  ....  245 
Approximate  number  of  hearers 

(evangelists'  and  Bible  women's)  .  .   29240 
Number  of  Bibles  sold — (Bibles  are  not 

available) 

Number  of  New  Testaments  sold  81 

Number  of  Scripture  portions  and  small 

booklets  sold    3621 

Medical  Work 

Number  of  hospitals    1 

Number  of  dispensaries    5 

Number  of  doctors    2 

Number  of  nurses    7 

Number  of  compounders    7 

Number  of  student  compounders   6 

Number  of  major  and  minor  operations 

1044 
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Number  of  indoor  patients   1775 

Number  of  outdoor  patients  48346 

Number  of  clinics — Sankra  Roadside 

Leprosy  Clinic   1 

Number  of  injections  given  to  leprosy 

patients  on  this  clinic    5239 

Number  of  other  patients  treated  on 

Leprosy  Clinic  for  other  sicknesses  . .  5200 


Treasurer's  Annual 


Particulars 
Cash  and  bank  balances 

from  last  year 
Mennonite  Board  of  Missions 

&  Charities 
Refund: 

Charitable    Institution 

Evangelistic 

Education 

Administration 

Building  Repair 

Surplus  Supplies 

X-ray  Deposit  from  Bank 
Repayment  Educational  Loans  2517  13 
Hospital  Sewing  Machine  328  12 

Home  Science  Eguipments  164     6 

Interest    and   Discount  51 

Personal  Check  Cashed  through 

Mission  100 

A. P.O.  Check  Cashed  through 

Mission  1500 

DISBURSEMENTS: 
Charitable  Institution 
Evangelistic 
Medical 
Education 
Literature 
Pastor  Support 
Administration 
Emergency 
Building  Repair 
Educational  Loan 


Receipts    Disbursements 
80517     1  2 


132971  3 

124  5 

265 

90  6 

22  8 

2000 

5470  15 

1009  11 


Educational  Work 

Number  of  schools: 

Dhamtari  Christian  Academy 1 

Middle  schools   2 

Primary  schools 10 

Number  of  teachers  in  all  schools  ....  51 

Number  of  Christian  students   455 

Number  of  Hindu  students   805 

Number  of  Mohammedan  students  .  .  22 
Total  number  of  students  in  all  mission 

schools 1282 

Report  for  1948-49 

Relief  26939  14 

Bible  175 

Leper                                                        x  2631 

Interest  &  Discount  1582     6  9 

Surplus  Supplies  1100 

Home  Science  Building  4296   15 

Hospital  Improvements  13000 

X  ray  7178     7 

Passage  Money  4228 

Personal  Checks,  etc.  500 

A.P.O.  924     3 


Cash  and  bank  balances 


158424  3  6 
68708  12  8  68708  12  8 


28576  5  9 
12224  7  6 

9444    9 
16171  12  6 

1160  2  6 

2160 
15121 

2469 

6136 

2404 


9 

3  6 
12  3 


227133         2  227133         2 
Respectfully  submitted, 
S.    M.   King,   Treasurer, 
American   Mennonite  Mission, 
Dhamtari,   C.P.   (India). 

Auditor's   Certificate 

June  30,  1949 
This  is  to  certify  that  we  have  checked  the  account 
books  and  records  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  American 
Mennonite  Mission,  Dhamtari,  C.P.  (India)  and  have 
found   the   same   to  be   correct.    Further  we  have   to 
state  that  the  books  have  been  kept  in  proper  order. 
MAHESHWARGADRE    &    COMPANY 
Chartered    Accountants    &    Auditors 
Nagpur,   C.P. 
Dated  Nagpur  the  10th  December,  1949. 


Treasurer's  Annual  Report  for  1947-43 


(Received  too  late  for  inclusion  in  last  year's  report) 

Cash  and  bank  balances 

from  last  year  42034  11  2 

Mennonite  Board  of  Missions 

&  Charities  181280     0  0 

Refunds: 

Charitable  Institutions  140     0 

Evangelistic  647   12 

Medical  14  11 

Administration  49     0 

Repayment  Educational  Loans  3116  10 

Interest  &  Discount  164   12 

Travel  Money  Balance  82     3 

Checks,  Drafts,  etc.,  through 

Mission   A/C  13248     6  5 

Charitable  Institutions  25542 

Evangelistic  11746 

Medical  12229 

Educational  18352 

Literature  975 

Pastor  Support  2080 

Administration  16108 

Emergency  2062 

Building  Repair  1288 

Educational  Loan  3819 

Relief  26680 

Bible  80 

Leper  20 

Interest  &  Discount  83 

Surplus  Supplies  1589 

Drug   Building   &   Roof  Repair  10500 


Home  Science  Building 
Hospital  Improvement 
Evangelistic  Station  Bihar 
Checks  &  drafts  through 
Mission  A/C 


Cash  and  bank  balances  on 
30th  June,    1948 


1570  13  0 

14800  3  9 

4653  2  2 

6077  10  3 

160261  ]  8 

80517  1  2 


8  9 

6  0 

14  0 

10  0 
8  6 
0  0 
3  9 

11  6 
0  0 

3 
3 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 


Rs.  240778  2  10  240778  2  10 
Respectfully   submitted, 
S.   M.   King,   Treasurer, 
American   Mennonite   Mission, 
Dhamtari,  C.P. 

Report  of  the  Auditors 

We  have  examined  the  above  Receipts  &  Payments 
Account  of  the  American  Mennonite  Mission,  Dham- 
tari (C.P.),  for  the  year  ended  30th  June,  1948,  and 
have  obtained  all  the  information  and  explanations 
we  have  reguired.  In  our  opinion  the  said  account 
is  properly  drawn  up  and  exhibits  a  true  and  cor- 
rect view  of  the  Receipts  &  Pavments  Account  of  the 
mission  for  the  year  according  to  the  best  of  our 
information  and  explanations  given  to  us  and  as 
shown  by  the  books  of  the  mission.  The  mission 
which  is  a  Non-Trading  Body  has  not  drawn  up  a 
Profit  &  Loss  Statement.  Registered  Accountants 
Nagpur,  Dated  the  Auditors 

15th  November,  1948 
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Two  Bible  women  of  the  Mennonite  Church,  Parimala  Bai  and  Phuleser  Bai,  go  out  with 
the  Word. 
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Bihar,  India,  Mennonite  Mission 

Chandwa,  Bihar,  India 

By  Milton  C.  and  Esther  Vogt 


T  is  a  year  now  that  we  have  come  back 
to  India  for  our  third  term  of  service. 
Coming  to  a  new  place,  we  found  a  new 
people  with  a  new  language  and  new  cus- 
toms and  many  new  problems.  Yes,  we  had 
worked  in  Bihar  before,  but  not  in  this  part 
of  Bihar.  One  of  the  first  things  we  noted 
is  the  strong  belief  these  people  have  in  evil 
spirits.  We  have  many  testimonies  from 
people  who  have  seen  these  supernatural 
beings.  But  knowing  Christ  takes  away  all 
fear  of  these  supernatural  beings. 

We  are  happy  that  a  number  of  people  have 
been  baptized  the  past  year.    There  is  one 


The  Milton  C.  Vogts.    Several  of  their  children 
are  in  the  States. 

woman  who  is  having  a  terrible  struggle. 
She  thought  several  times  she  was  ready  to 
become  a  Christian,  but  then  again  changed 
her  mind.  When  her  husband  was  baptized, 
she  stirred  up  the  village  and  had  her  hus- 
band beaten.    Pray  for  her. 
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Our  passage  from  Colombo  to  India  last 
March  was  a  problem.  We  tried  for  several 
days  walking  from  one  shipping  company 
and  travel  agency  to  another  with  the  same 
answer,  "There  will  be  no  boat  available  for 
at  least  a  month."  So  Milton  waited  no 
longer,  but  took  Elva  Mae  to  school  at 
Kodaikanal.  When  he  was  returning,  the 
Lord  answered  our  prayers.  A  Norwegian 
boat  appeared  for  us  so  quickly  that  we  had  to 
really  hurry  to  get  all  the  necessary  papers 
ready  and  the  luggage  transshipped.  We 
were  the  only  passengers. 

After  we  were  in  India  several  months  a 
letter  "on  His  Majesty's  service"  came  with 
orders  from  the  Government  of  India  de- 
manding 1000  rupees  more  for  import  ex- 
penses which  had  been  underrated.  We 
could  do  nothing  but  pray  about  it.  In  seven 
days  a  letter  came  which  canceled  the  first 
letter. 

We  had  no  place  to  live  in  Kodaikanal. 
For  the  two  months  of  hill  leave,  the  Lord 
arranged  a  place  with  Sister  Vesta  Miller  near 
to  other  of  our  missionaries.  In  Chandwa, 
Brother  S.  J.  Hostetler  had  been  trying  for  a 
year  to  rent  a  place  but  with  little  success. 
The  landlord  said  that  he  just  could  not 
make  up  his  mind  to  rent  the  house  until 
he  saw  the  people  who  were  to  live  in  it. 
Then  he  gave  it. 

God  kept  me  well  while  there  was  no 
doctor  on  ship  or  train.  In  Kodaikanal,  when 
sickness  occurred,  God  had  kind  friends,  a 
good  doctor  and  Christian  nurses,  and  a  hos- 
pital for  all  the  care  necessary.  I  thank  Him 
for  renewed  health  and  strength.  Myra  Joan 
was  also  sick  in  Kodaikanal  with  amoebic  and 
bacillary  dysentery,  but  God  raised  her  out  of 
terrible  weakness.  She  is  not  perfecdy  cured 
as  yet,  but  she  is  almost  normal.  Elva  Mae  also 
had  amoebic  germs  but  the  disease  is  con- 
trolled, for  which  we  praise  Him. 

We  thank  God  for  the  faithful  workers 
and  servants  He  has  given  us.  Their  zeal  and 
faithfulness  are  a  real  encouragement  and 
blessing  in  the  work. 

There  is  hostility  and  opposition  but  we 
thank  God  for  it,  knowing  that  He  will  work 


it  out  for  His  glory.  One  of  our  workers  said, 
"I  have  the  testimony  in  my  heart  that  with 
great  persecution,  perhaps  beyond  our  en- 
durance, we  must  preach  the  kingdom  of 
God  here."  We  know  that  "those  who  will 
live  godly  shall  sufTer  persecution"  and  "if 
so  be  that  we  suffer  with  him  that  we  may 
be  also  glorified  together." 

Where  would  you  see  a  sight  like  this  one 
except  in  India?  A  woman  was  chopping 
wood  in  front  of  her  home.  She  had  a  big 
swollen  place  on  her  left  upper  arm.  The 
Bible  woman  with  me  told  me  her  story.  This 
June  her  two  daughters,  aged  seven  and  ten, 
died  within  a  month's  time,  each  being  sick 
only  a  couple  of  days.  The  husband  then 
came  to  the  wife  and  beat  her  until  he  broke 


her  arm.  "What  kind  of  a  wife  are  you  that 
you  have  caused  the  death  of  these  two  daugh- 
ters?" he  said.  Soon  after  he  went  away  to 
Assam  to  work  and  left  her  with  her  grief. 

This  woman  listened  with  tears  running 
down  her  cheeks.  We  said,  "When  your  hus- 
band beat  you,  he  did  not  love  you,  did  he? 
But  there  is  One  who  loves  you."  These  two 
daughters  used  to  attend  our  Sunday  school 
and  we  pray  that  the  mother  also  may  take 
courage  and  come  to  the  Saviour  who  can 
help  her.  She  admitted  that  she  is  serving 
Satan. 

Pray  for  us  that  His  love  may  be  made 
known  in  this  land. 

Chandwa  P.O.,  Bihar,  India. 


Annual  Report  for  Latehar 


By  Gladys  Becker 


"ITN  the  last  of  September  our  prayers  for  a 
■*■  good  Bible  woman  and  dispensary  helper 
were  answered.  Premlata,  evangelist  Caleb 
Masih's  oldest  daughter,  felt  called  to  this 
work.  In  the  forenoons  she  helps  me  in  the 
dispensary  and  in  the  afternoon  we  do  visita- 
tion work  in  the  villages.  We  have  averaged 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  patients  per 
month.  Their  illnesses  consist  chiefly  of  ma- 
laria, syphilis,  dysentery,  tuberculosis,  colds 
and  its  complications,  women's  diseases,  and 
nutritional  deficiencies. 

The  work  in  the  dispensary  consists  of 
listening  to  complaints  and  symptoms,  then 
trying  to  make  a  proper  diagnosis  and  treat- 
ment. We  find  that  many  of  them  give  mis- 
leading or  directly  opposite  symptoms,  so  that 
without  seeing  and  examining  a  patient  one 
cannot  make  a  diagnosis.  As  they  come  to  us 
we  have  a  short  Gospel  service  with  them  and 
sell  Gospel  portions  or  tracts.  About  half  in- 
form us  that  they  have  never  heard  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  before. 

We  have  a  government  hospital  here  and  at 
present  a  very  good  doctor.  Many  of  the  vil- 
lage Indian  women  will  not  go  to  a  man 
doctor;  so  the  majority  of  our  cases  are  women 
and  children.  We  have  treated  many  syphi- 
litic ulcers  with  good  results.  One  day  a 
Latehar  shopkeeper  brought  his  son  for  treat- 
ment. He  said  that  a  child  near  his  home  had 
been  successfully  treated  here  for  a  bad  ulcer; 


so  he  wanted  us  to  care  for  his  son.  He  also 
asked  us  to  come  to  his  home  and  tell  the 


Gladys    Becker    and    Bible    woman,    Premlata. 

Premlata    was    the    answer    to    a    missionary's 

prayer. 

women  and  children  about  Jesus.  This  we 
did.  We  had  a  large  crowd  with  good  interest. 
The  medical  work  is  an  avenue  to  reach  the 
people.  We  follow  them  into  their  homes  in 
the  villages  where  we  have  services  with  the 
aid  of  picture  rolls  and  flannelgraph.  At 
present  we  are  working  on  a  systematic 
method  of  village  instruction  which  we  hope 
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will  prove  more  beneficial  and  fruitful.  The 
people  have  been  kind,  hospitable,  listened, 
and  purchased  Gospel  portions.  The  majority 
listen  but  do  not  hear  nor  understand.  From 
among  a  crowd  we  can  detect  one  or  two  who 
really  seem  to  be  understanding. 

The  past  month  I  have  had  another  Bible 
woman,  evangelist  Topono  Master's  wife. 
She  also  is  an  excellent  Bible  woman.  How 
happy  I  am  for  these  two  faithful  Bible 
helpers!  It  is  a  joy  to  work  with  them  and  go 
out  into  the  village  homes.  Once  weekly  we 
three  meet  for  Bible  study  and  prayer,  and 
discuss  our  problems. 

All  about  us  are  worshipers  of  idols  and 
Mohammed,  but  we  know  there  is  salvation 
ONLY  in  Jesus  Christ.  We  joyously  continue 
to  give  out  the  Word  of  Life.  "Neither  is 
there  salvation  in  any  other:  for  there  is  none 
other  name  under  heaven  given  among  men, 
whereby  we  must  be  saved"  (Acts  4:12).  Pray 
for  us  that  we  may  have  wisdom  to  diagnose 
and  dispense  medicines,  and  teach  the  Word. 


By  Henry  D.  Becker 

It  is  a  great  joy  when  one  passes  his  first 
Hindi  examination  and  can  get  into  the  work. 
For  the  first  year  our  assignment  was  to  study 
Hindi.  During  this  time  one  often  feels  that 
he  is  more  of  a  bother  than  an  asset.  The 
past  year,  my  second  year  here,  was  also  partly 
given  to  Hindi  study. 

After  returning  to  the  plains  we  were 
occupied  with  bungalow  repair  work,  and 
whitewashing.  We  have  also  supervised  the 
repair  of  servants'  quarters  and  the  evan- 
gelist's house.  The  latter  part  of  November  I 
enjoyed  going  to  Dhamtari  for  the  Fiftieth 
Year  Jubilee  celebration.  We  also  enjoyed 
having  the  brethren  Sanford  C.  Yoder  and 
Paul  Erb  in  our  home,  and  discussing  the 
work  with  them. 


The  past  six  weeks  I  have  been  working 
with  our  splendid  evangelist,  Topono  Master. 
We  have  visited  in  the  villages,  had  some 
night  meetings,  bazaar  meetings,  and  meet- 
ings in  the  Mela  (yearly  fair).  There  were 
many  Gospels  and  tracts  sold.  There  seems  to 
be  good  interest  and  the  door  is  open.  The 
need  for  more  workers  is  great.  So  many  re- 
quested a  night  school  that  we  opened  one. 
There  are  now  twenty-six  attending  and  they 
are  very  interested.  Pray  for  the  seed  sown 
that  it  may  bear  fruit  and  yield. 

We  had  been  having  church  services  on  the 
veranda  until  six  weeks  ago  when  we,  as  a 
group,  voted  to  have  services  in  the  church. 
The  five  Christian  families  in  Rajhar  village 
back  of  the  bungalow  have  shown  more  in- 
terest and  attend  services  sometimes.  Once  a 
month  we  take  our  workers  and  meet  with 
all  the  Mennonite  Bihar  Christian  workers, 
that  is,  the  Bible  women  and  the  evangelists. 
These  meetings  are  a  source  of  rich  blessing 
and  inspiration  to  all.  Last  week  we  had  a 
two-day  inspirational  meeting  here  with  the 
British  Churches  of  Christ  missionaries  and 
Elam  Missionary  Society  workers.  There  were 
twenty-eight  of  us  and  we  all  found  sleeping 
quarters  in  the  bungalow.  We  were  glad 
that  Brother  Erb  could  be  with  us  at  this 
time.  He  brought  us  an  inspirational  mes- 
sage from  the  Book  of  Isaiah  the  first  day 
and  told  us  of  his  impressions  of  Indian  mis- 
sions the  second  day. 

There  are  so  very  many  villages  about — so 
many  people.  If  you  could  visit  the  Mela 
these  days  and  see  the  crowds  of  ten  thousand 
or  more  people,  you  perhaps  would  begin  to 
realize  what  I  mean  when  I  say,  "The  har- 
vest truly  is  plenteous,  but  the  labourers  are 
few:  pray  ye  therefore  the  Lord  of  the  harvest, 
that  he  will  send  forth  labourers  into  his  har- 
vest" (Matthew  9:37,  38). 

Latehar,  Bihar. 


Annual  Report,  Chandwa 

By  John  and  Miriam  Beachy 


"TN  February,  about  a  week  after  arriving 
■"■  on  the  Bihar,  India,  field,  we  moved 
with  the  S.  J.  Hostetler  family  to  the  mission 
property  at  Chandwa.  We  suddenly  turned 
off  the  main  road  through  an  obscure  winding 
drive  to  this  place,  now  so  familiar.    Then 


it  was  only  a  spot  in  the  jungle  with  a  build- 
ing made  from  asbestos  roofing  sheets  parti- 
ally hidden  among  trees  (Hostetlers'  future 
home),  a  covered  trailer  in  which  several 
men  slept  who  were  working  in  the  well,  and 
two  tents  visible  in  a  small  clearing.   It  was 
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here  that  we  learned  to  sleep  in  tune  to  the 
beating  of  drums  and  oxcarts  passing  in  the 
night,  the  driver  shouting  at  regular  intervals 
or  perhaps  chanting  lustily  to  frighten  away 
wild  animals.  Here  began  our  lessons  in 
understanding  and  working  with  these  people. 
Here  we  learned  more  fully  how  to  cast  all 
our  burdens  upon  Him;  we  learned  more 
fully  how  to  wait  upon  the  Lord  that  our 
strength  might  be  renewed;  that  we  might 
mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles;  run  and  not 
be  weary;  walk  and  not  faint. 

The  first  work  was  to  construct  a  temporary 
shelter  in  which  to  live,  similar  to  the  one 
already  built  for  Hostetlers.  The  next  two 
months  were  devoted  to  gathering  building 
materials  and  beginning  construction  of 
three  servants'  houses.  May  1  we  began  four 
months  of  language  study  at  Landour,  Mus- 
soorie,  in  North  India.  With  this  basic  knowl- 
edge of  Hindi  we  can  manage  without  an 
interpreter  except  for  involved  discussions  or 
explanations.  It  is  so  satisfying  to  be  able  to 
exchange  ideas  with  the  people,  but  we  are 
eager  for  further  studies  as  we  know  this  is 
necessary  for  the  most  effective  service.  Soon 
after  returning  from  the  hills,  the  servants' 
houses  were  completed  and  we  moved  into 
two  of  them.  Although  there  was  no  glass 
in  the  windows,  the  walls  were  not  plastered, 
and  the  rafters  were  showing,  we  were  al- 
most as  happy  as  anyone  at  home  moving  into 
a  newly  built  modern  home.  We  again  began 
work  on  the  well  and  started  the  foundation 
for  the  bungalow. 

If  we  were  to  judge  the  work  of  the  past 
year  according  to  American  standards  it 
would  be  discouraging.  But  here  things  just 
do  move  slowly !  Time  and  effort  are  con- 
sumed in  collecting  building  materials.  Per- 
mits are  needed  for  many  materials;  weeks 
and  often  months  pass  before  these  can  be 
secured. 

Because  of  their  heathen  beliefs  and  back- 
ground, to  lie,  steal,  and  take  advantage  of 
one  another  are  almost  considered  virtues 
by  many  people.  Certainly  they  are  the  pat- 
tern of  life  they  follow.  Even  after  becoming 
Christians  these  are  apt  to  carry  over  into 
their  new  life  and  prove  to  be  real  tempta- 
tions. In  our  dealings  we  have  often  been 
severely  disappointed,  but  always  there  are 
a  dependable  few  who  by  their  faithfulness 
bring  us  great  joy.  We  have  learned  that 
they  must  first  be  given  time  to  try  us  out  and 


John  E.   Beachys 


find  that  they  can  trust  us.  For  example,  a 
group  of  workers  were  amazed  when  they 
received  pay  for  overtime  in  finishing  a  certain 
piece  of  work.  This  serves  to  counteract  our 
strictness  in  keeping  time.  In  many  places 
coolies  may  go  to  work  late  or  even  work 
only  six  or  seven  hours  instead  of  the  eight 
for  which  they  are  paid.  In  spite  of  our  in- 
sistence upon  eight  ^  ^ 
full  hours  of  work 
we  are  able  to  get  all 
the  workers  we  need 
because  they  have 
learned  that  we  will 
treat  them  fairly.  We 
try  to  see  beyond  the 
immediate  and  hope 
to  teach  them  what  it 
means  to  be  honest, 
just,  responsible,  and 
to  trust  one  another. 

They  have  followed  one  way  of  doing 
things  for  generations;  therefore  anything 
new  seems  to  them  to  be  impossible.  We 
had  the  privilege  of  introducing  several 
money-  and  labor-saving  devices,  such  as 
wheelbarrows  which  can  be  used  by  men, 
instead  of  women  carrying  materials  on  their 
heads.  We  have  also  made  a  larger  brick 
than  the  standard  size  used  here,  thus  saving 
labor  and  mortar.  At  first  men  would  come 
to  investigate,  and  perhaps  even  work  a  few 
days,  only  to  quit  because  they  thought  the 
risk  of  being  cheated  too  great.  We  had  de- 
termined the  number  of  cubic  inches  in  their 
standard  brick  and  offered  the  same  price  per 
cubic  inch  for  the  larger  brick.  They  can- 
not do  this  type  of  figuring  and  so  remained 
skeptical.  Finally  we  were  able  to  get  some 
Christian  men  who  worked  for  two  weeks. 
After  finding  that  they  were  succeeding, 
brickmakers  came  from  many  places,  begging 
work,  and  we  had  to  turn  some  away. 

Because  we  did  not  yet  have  water  in 
the  well,  in  November  the  committee  decided 
to  stop  all  other  building  work.  This  was  a 
difficult  decision  to  make  because  it  was  the 
ideal  time  of  year  to  build  in  India  and  God 
seemed  to  be  blessing  the  progress  of  the 
work  in  a  mighty  way.  However,  we  did 
not  want  a  bungalow  if  there  might  not  be 
an  adequate  supply  of  water.  We  realize  that 
our  assignment  is  not  to  build  a  bungalow  in 
the  shortest  time  possible,  despite  all  odds. 
We  are  also  laying  the  foundation  for  future 
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concentrated  evangelism.  We  live  our  lives 
under  close  daily  scrutiny;  they  must  tell  of 
Jesus. 

Some  outstanding  joys  of  the  year  included 
the  communion  service  on  Easter  Sunday. 
Although  we  could  not  understand  the 
message,  we  knew  these  Christians  were  com- 
memorating our  Saviour's  vicarious  death  and 
suffering  and  we  rejoiced  in  the  spiritual  one- 
ness in  Him.  The  Jubilee  celebration  in  the 
Central  Province  was  a  mountaintop  ex- 
perience as  we  joined  in  praising  God  for  past 
victories  and  looked  forward  to  the  future 
with  Christ  in  India.  Bro.  S.  C.  Yoder's 
visit  to  our  mission  brought  almost  indescrib- 
able joy  and  inspiration.  At  Thanksgiving 
members  brought  rice,  guavas,  sweet  potatoes, 


etc.,  that  they  had  grown,  or  perhaps  some- 
thing they  had  made  with  their  hands,  as 
their  thank  offering  to  God.  The  bidding  in 
the  auction  which  followed  was  quite  spirited 
because  each  knew  the  money  would  be  used 
for  the  Lord. 

Contacts  with  the  Christians  are  warm  and 
sincere.  They  know  from  what  they  have 
been  saved  and  prove  the  sincerity  of  their 
experience  by  their  daily  lives.  They  have 
heard  and  accepted  the  emancipation  procla- 
mation, "If  the  Son  shall  make  you  free,  ye 
shall  be  free  indeed."  The  Shepherd  is  saying, 
"And  other  sheep  I  have  which  are  not  of 
this  fold;  them  also  I  must  bring,  and  they 
shall  hear  my  voice  .  .  .  ." 

Chandwa,  Bihar,  India. 


The  personnel  of  the  India  Mission  in  1902.  Front  row  left  to  right:  I.  R.  and  Bertha 
Detweiler,  Jacob  Burkhard.  Second  Row:  Lina  Z.  Ressler,  J.  A.  Ressler,  little  Esther  Burk- 
hard,  Mary  Burkhard.    In  rear:  Mahlon  C.  and  Sarah  Lapp. 
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Bihar  Annual  Financial  Report 


1948-49  (July  1  through  June  30) 

Receipts  Disbursements 
Bank  Balance  and  Cash        Rs.  1244     8  6 
Mennonite  Board  of  Missions 


&  Charities 
S.  J.  Hostetler  refund 
Correction  Journal  P.  36 

Evangelistic 

Administration 

Relief 

Cushion  Fund 

Missionary  Allowance 

Provident  Fund 

Building    Fund 

Hill  Allowance 


48843 
293 
350 


4305  0 

5028  1 

866  3 

115  13 

17082  0 

144  0 

9881  3 

2894  13 


Medical  Bills 

Passage  Becker,  Hostetler 

Balance 

Totals 


285  11  0 
4443  13  0 
5684  13  3 


50731  7  1  50731  7  1 


Auditors'    Certificate 

This  is  to  certify  that  we  have  audited  the  accounts 
of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Bihar  Mennonite 
Mission  for  the  year  1948-1949,  have  checked  the 
vouchers,  Board  correspondence,  Committee  legisla- 
tion, journal  and  ledger  entries,  and  cash  balance, 
and  believe  that  the  accounts  are  correct. 

Henry    D.    Becker, 
Esther    K.    Vogt. 


Mission  Directory  and  Statistics 


Bihar,  India,  Mennonite  Mission 

Mission  Directory — 1950 

Missionaries  and  Addresses    Arrived  in  India 


Beachy,  John  E.,  Chandwa,  Palamau 
Beachy,  Miriam,  Chandwa,  Palamau 
Becker,  Henry  D.,  Latehar,  E.I.R., 

Palamau 
Becker,  Gladys,  Latehar,  E.I.R., 

Palamau 
Kniss,  Paul  G.,  Tori,  E.I.R.,  Palamau 
Kniss,  Esther,  Tori,  E.I.R.,  Palamau 
Vogt,  Milton  C,  Chandwa,  Palamau 
Vogt,  Esther  K.,  Chanwa,  Palamau 

On  Furlough 
Hostetler,  S.  J.,  Route  5,  Goshen, 

Indiana 
Hostetler,  Ida,  Route  5,  Goshen, 

Indiana 


1949 
1949 

1948 

1948 
1950 
1950 
1927 
1927 


1928 


1928 


Indian  Workers 
Name  and  Location  Work 

Phulchand  Minz,  Hisri 

School,  Shepherd  believers,  Evangelism 
D.  M.  and  Mrs  Lakra,  Chandwa 

School,  Shepherd  believers,  Evangelism 
A.  M.  Topono,  Latehar      School,  Evangelism 


Mrs.  Topono,  Latehar  Evangelism 

Herem  Bhengra,  Latdag    School,  Evangelism 
Premlata,  Latehar 

Evangelism,  Medical  Work 
Bakhla,  Chojhariya  School,  Evangelism 

Daniel  Tirki,  Baniyo        School,  Evangelism 
Joel  Tirki,  Itke  School,  Evangelism 

Gossner,  Kusumtoli  School,  Evangelism 

Bihar  Committee: 

John  E.  and  Miriam  Beachy,  Henry  D.  and 
Gladys  Becker,  Paul  G.  and  Esther  Kniss, 
Milton  C.  and  Esther  Vogt,  S.  M.  King, 
George  H.  Beare. 

Church  (January  1 — December  31,  1949) 
Members  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  .       45 

Received  by  baptism   10 

Members  at  the  end  of  the  year 55 

Books  sold  120 

Opened 1940 

Number  of  missionaries  on  the  field  ...         8 
Number  of  missionaries  on  furlough  .  .         2 
Number  of  new  missionaries  arriving 
on  field  since  last  Annual 

Meeting   2 

Church  membership   58 

Offerings Rs.  351-8-0 
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Argentine  Annual  Report,  1949 


From  the  President 

By  Amos  Swartzentruber 


S  we  try  to  summarize  the  activities  of 
the  past  year  we  cannot  say  that  we 
are  pleased  with  the  progress  that  has  been 
made  on  our  part.  But  we  can  say  the  Lord 
has  helped  us  beyond  our  expectations.  We 
returned  to  the  field  in  March,  and  just  in 
time  to  be  present  at  the  official  meetings  with 
Brother  E.  C.  Bender. 

Some  radical  changes  were  suggested  by 
Brother  Bender  which  finally  resulted  in  a 
number  of  missionaries  moving.  The  big 
venture  was  to  buy  a  property  in  Buenos  Aires 
for  the  mission  to  have  as  its  headquarters. 
The  Argentine  Government  has  been  urging 
us  for  some  time  to  set  up  our  head  office 
in  Buenos  Aires,  but  recently  they  have  been 
quite  insistent  on  this.  We  were  able  to 
secure  a  property  recently  remodeled  with 
accommodation  for  church  services,  office 
space  for  the  mission  headquarters,  and  a 
spiritual  center  for  the  Mennonite  refugees 
in  and  around  Buenos  Aires. 

A  number  of  smaller  properties  owned  by 
the  Board  were  sold  in  order  to  secure  money 
to  help  pay  for  the  larger  one. 

Since  Brother  Litwiller  at  present  holds 
the  Power  of  Attorney  for  the  home  Board, 
it  was  only  natural  that  he  should  live  at  that 


place.  The  Bylers  were  considered  the  most 
suitable  to  take  over  the  congregation  and  the 
Bible  School  at  Bragado,  and  so  the  Koppen 
havers  moved  to  Carlos  Casares  to  fill  the 
place  left  vacant  by  the  Bylers.  The  Webers 
went  on  furlough  in  June  and  we  moved  back' 
to  Pehuajo  where  we  had  been  before  going 
on  furlough.  It  took  a  lot  of  hard  planning 
and  thinking  for  the  Executive  Committee  to 
bring  all  this  to  a  reality. 

Another  item  that  occupied  a  lot  of  our 
time  and  planning,  and  necessitated  a  number 
of  committee  meetings  was  the  new  pension 
law. 

The  Gorjon  family  also  caused  us  many 
sleepless  hours.  They  have  finally  left  the 
mission  entirely,  but  we  are  praying  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  may  continue  to  strive  with 
them  and  show  them  the  error  of  their  ways. 
We  must  continue  to  work  with  a  depleted 
staff  due  to  their  leaving;  and  some  of  the 
newly  appointed  missionaries  have  as  yet  not 
been  able  to  secure  permits  to  come. 

May  God  grant  us  grace  and  wisdom  from 
on  high  to  deal  wisely  in  all  the  problems 
that  present  themselves  in  this  great  work, 

Pehuajo,  Argentina. 


The  Eastern  Zone  for  1949 


By  Nelson  Litwiller 


'  ||  1HE  spiritual  activities  of  the  year  were 
-*■  far  from  satisfactory.  Due  primarily  to 
the  chronic  dissatisfaction  of  Brother  and  Sis- 
ccr  Gorjon,  it  was  not  possible  to  call  a  meet- 
ing of  the  workers  for  fellowship  and  plan- 
ning. It  was  our  privilege  to  meet  with  the 
workers  individually  in  their  homes  several 
times  during  the  year  and  preach  in  their 
congregations,  but  no  group  meeting  was 
called  for  the  reason  already  given. 

In  Ramos  Mejia  the  congregation  is  very 
anxious  to  have  a  chapel  of  its  own  and  is 
putting  forth  every  effort  to  form  a  building 
fund  with  this  purpose  in  view. 


Moving  to  Buenos  Aires  in  July  to  take 
charge  of  the  work  in  the  capital  required 
some  readjustments.  But  we  are  grateful  to 
our  heavenly  Father  that  the  relationships 
are  more  or  less  normal.  Brother  Luayza  and 
I  meet  once  a  week  for  prayer  and  discussion 
of  our  common  problems.  We  are  hopeful 
that  in  the  coming  year  a  more  constructive 
work  can  be  done  and  the  process  of  evan- 
gelization and  consolidation  of  the  work  in 
this  great  city  be  begun.  The  work  in  the 
federal  capital  and  its  surrounding  suburbs 
presents  unique  problems  in  transportation  to 
and    from    church,    dispersed    membership, 


136 


housing  conditions,  and  working  conditions, 
which  all  together  connive  to  make  a  com- 
munity church  life  very  difficult.  The  group 
that  gathers  for  worship  on  a  Sunday  morn- 
ing is  not  the  same  group  that  comes  for  the 
evening  services.  Possibly  thirty  per  cent  of 
the  people  come  to  both  services. 

There  is  also  a  fairly  large  group  of  mem- 
bers from  the  country  churches,  who,  on  ar- 
riving in  Buenos  Aires,  seem  to  forget  that 
they  ever  were  members  of  the  church  or  be- 
longed to  the  Lord,  if  in  reality  they  ever  did. 
They  have  no  time  or  inclination  to  come  to 
church;  some  have  their  children  baptized  in 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  manifestly 
have  no  interest  in  our  own  or  any  other 
denomination. 

In  the  Arrecifes-Salto  circuit  where  the 
Gorjons  and  Gonschors  lived  there  is  not 
much  to  report  except  that  the  dissatisfaction 
of  the  former  has  been  at  least  partially  im- 
bibed by  the  latter.  There  have  been  neither 
baptisms  nor  a  communion  service  in  either 
town  for  two  years,  a  fact  to  which  I  have 
drawn  their  attention  over  and  over  again  but 
to  no  avail.  Brother  Gorjon  has  resigned,  the 


only  thing  left  for  him  to  do  after  sowing 
the  seeds  of  discontent  and  criticism  for  so 
long.  Brother  Gonschor  will  need  some  very 
definite  help  or  he  is  liable  to  fall  on  the  same 
attitude  of  mind  and  heart  with  its  disastrous 
results. 

The  Cordoba  Zone,  even  though  it  presents 
problems  peculiar  to  itself,  is  much  more 
encouraging.  We  were  privileged  to  make 
three  visits  during  the  year.  We  have  fellow- 
shiped  with  the  brethren,  have  been  present 
for  baptism  and  communion  services,  and  wit- 
ness to  the  fact  that  there  is  an  interest  in  the 
things  of  the  Lord  and  a  desire  to  serve  Him. 
The  group  in  La  Falda  is  especially  active. 
The  work  in  Capilla  del  Monte,  because  of 
several  circumstances,  has  shown  the  least 
progress.  The  work  in  Cosquin  is  emerging 
from  a  series  of  difficulties  of  several  years' 
standing. 

It  is  our  sincere  hope  that  in  the  near  future 
very  real  progress  can  be  made  along  spiritual 
lines  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  church  and  in 
bringing  in  the  lost. 

Buenos  Aires,  Argentina. 


The  Central  Zone 


By  Amos  Swartzentruber 


The  Central  Zone  now  has  twelve  con- 
gregations, taken  care  of  by  two  couples  of 
native  workers,  Doris  Snyder,  and  four  mis- 
sionary families.  They  are  as  follows:  Rogelio 
Perugorria  and  wife  living  in  Ameghino, 
about  eighty  miles  north  from  here;  Martin 
Obregon  and  wife  helping  out  in  and 
around  Bragado  about  one  hundred  miles 
from  here;  Doris  Snyder  in  Pehuajo  and 
[helping  at  other  points  when  called;  B.  Frank 
Byler  and  wife  in  Bragado;  J.  H.  Koppen- 
jhaver  and  wife  in  Carlos  Casares  about 
thirty-five  miles  from  here;  Floyd  Sieber 
and  wife  at  the  Boys'  Orphanage  at  Bragado; 
Sister  Swartzentruber  and  myself  at  Pehuajo. 
For  lack  of  time,  and  probably  some  other 
good  reasons,  we  did  not  get  to  organize  a 
district  conference  in  these  seven  months 
since  we  are  back  here.  Everybody  was  busily 
engaged  in  his  own  small  corner,  consulting 
with  each  other  by  correspondence  and  in 
urgent  cases  by  phone. 


Special  evangelistic  efforts  were  put  forth 
in  a  number  of  towns.  Some  were  not  able 
to  have  any  special  meetings  because  it  was 
not  possible  to  secure  an  evangelist  before 
the  New  Year. 

We  had  the  privilege  of  having  our 
Argentine  Mennonite  Conference  here  at 
Pehuajo  in  December,  and  at  the  same  time 
celebrated  the  thirtieth  anniversary  of  the 
establishing  of  the  first  Mennonite  Mission 
in  Argentina,  which  was  in  Pehuajo. 

For  two  weeks  in  December  we  had  a 
vacation  Bible  school  in  Pehuajo.  The  enroll- 
ment was  one  hundred  and  five  and  the  aver- 
age attendance  ninety-four.  The  children  en- 
joyed the  work  very  much,  but  it  remains  to 
see  how  many  of  them  will  continue  to  come 
to  Sunday  school. 

We  are  praying  for  a  revival  among  the 
believers  and  for  new  ones  to  become  hungry 
for  that  which  will^atisfy  any  hungry  heart. 

Pehuajo,  Argentina. 
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Bible  School  Report  for  1949 


By  Nelson  Litwiller 


HpHE  school  opened  with  two  Argentine 
-™-  and  four  Paraguayan  German  students. 
The  former  two,  Martin  Obregon  and  Martha 
Quiroga,  completed  their  studies  and  are 
ready  to  give  their  full  time  to  the  work. 
With  the  exception  of  Albert  Langeman,  the 
Paraguayan  students,  Kathie  Koop,  Albert 
Enss,  and  Gerhard  Wiens,  were  so  limited  in 
their  use  of  the  Spanish  that  they  were  unable 
to  take  any  Bible  studies  for  almost  four 
months.  Their  studies  were  limited  to  Span- 
ish grammar  composition  and  conversation  in 
which  they  made  exceptional  progress.  Dur- 
ing the  last  quarter  of  the  school  year  they 
started  some  work  in  Bible.  They  were  some- 
what handicapped  also  for  lack  of  funds  and 
had  to  work  regularly  to  make  a  living  while 
studying. 

Brother  B.  Frank  Byler,  Martha  Quiroga, 
and  I  were  the  teachers  for  the  year.  For 
several  reasons,  the  teaching  was  far  from 
satisfactory  this  year.  The  decision  at  the 
beginning  of  the  school  year  to  transfer  the 
Litwillers  to  Buenos  Aires,  which  involved 
many  trips  to  Buenos  Aires  prior  to  moving, 
and  the  fact  that  Brother  Byler  had  to  travel 
from  Casares,  all  contributed  to  irregular  and 
interrupted  studies.  Moving  during  the  mid- 
dle of  the  school  year  made  more  havoc  with 
the  studies  and  the  morale  of  the  students. 
An  unending  series  .(^obligations  which  could 
not  be  postponed  kept  the  writer  from  doing 
justice  to  the  schoolwork.  However,  the 
school  year  closed  with  everyone  reasonably 
happy.  Brother  Byler,  with  most  of  the  stu- 
dents, made  a  tour  of  several  of  the  churches 
in   the  central  and  western  zones. 

The  disheartening  feature  about  our  Bible 
Institute  is  that  there  are  no  first  line  prom- 
ising new  candidates  for  study  from  our  own 
mission.  We  do  not  think  that  this  is  prim- 
arily a  reflection  on  the  school  but  rather  an 
index  of  a  negative  process  at  work  in  our 
mission  during  the  past  years.  It  is  not  in  the 
scope  of  this  report  to  analyze  this  difficulty, 
but  I  should  like  to  suggest  that  the  Bible 
School  CAN  do  something  to  help  remedy 
the  situation. 

There  is  such  a  thing  as  a  school  spirit,  a 
contagious  desire  to  study  the  Word  and  be- 
come useful  in  the  work,  either  as  a  layman 


or  a  worker.  Too  long  our  Bible  School  has 
been  treated  as  an  appendix  in  the  sense  that 
the  ones  in  charge  of  the  school  were  given 
so  many  other  duties  that  adequate  attention 
and  preparation  could  not  be  given  to  the 
school,  the  student,  or  the  studies.  It  is  quite 
possible  that  our  young  people  will  take  our 
Bible  Institute  more  seriously  when  we  do. 
Plans  should  be  made  to  release  one  worker 
for   this   department   alone,   even   though   it 


Nelson  Litwiller 


would  mean  retrenchment  in  some  other  field 
for  the  time  being.  Since  our  number  of 
national  workers  is  limited  and  reduced,  and 
since  we  must  obviously  have  more  national 
workers,  a  move  to  give  more  time  and  en- 
ergy and  talent  to  the  Bible  School  would  be 
amply  justified. 

Our  prospectus  has  been  translated  into  the 
German  and  mimeographed  copies  are  being 
circulated  among  the  various  German-speak- 
ing Mennonite  colonies  in  Paraguay,  Brazil, 
and  Uruguay.  Applications  are  coming  from 
young  German-speaking  Mennonites,  some  of 
them  very  good  material  for  our  Bible  School. 
Different  Mennonite  groups  in  the  United 
States  working  with  M.C.C.  have  expressed 
the  desire  that  our  Bible  School  be  the  train- 
ing center  for  all  German-speaking  Mennon- 
ites who  wish  to  become  proficient  in  the 
Spanish.  This  seems  to  be  a  real  challenge  and 
a  further  reason  why  we  should  give  more 
time  and  talent  and  effort  to  our  school.  Since 
these  German  applicants  are  rather  limited 
in  their  use  of  the  Spanish,  it  is  doubtful 
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whether  they  could  do  effective  work  in  Bible 
in  1950. 

All  this  may  give  us  breathing  space. 
Nevertheless,  by  1951  a  goodly  number  of 
German-speaking  students,  as  well  as  some  of 
our  own  who  are  contemplating  study,  might 
get  themselves  and  their  finances  in  order. 
Those  who  come  to  us  to  study  should  not  be 
betrayed  in  their  hopes.    We  hope  that  the 


new  Bible  School  Committee  will  make 
definite  plans  for  a  school  that  is  well 
equipped,  not  only  with  the  necessary  class- 
room, dormitory,  and  dining  room  facilities, 
but  also  with  the  personnel  to  command  the 
respect  and  draw  the  attention  of  worthy 
students. 

Buenos  Aires,  Argentina. 


Orphanage  Report  for  1949 

By  Floyd  Sieber 


FATHER  of  the  fatherless  ...  is  God 

in  his  holy  habitation." 

Another  year  has  passed  at  the  orphanage 

and  we  thank  God,  Father  of  the  fatherless, 

for   His   watchfulness   over   us    during    this 

past  year. 

The  new  year  started  with  thirteen  boys  in 
the  orphanage,  ranging  in  ages  from  three  to 
thirteen.  During  the  year  seven  were  received 


into  the  home,  and  four  left  the  home.  Two 
were  in  the  orphanage  only  while  their  par- 
ents moved  and  situated  themselves  in  another 
town.  One  was  taken  out  by  his  aunt  who 
dislikes  the  Mennonites.  The  fourth  was  a 
boy  of  six  who  was  being  forced  to  change  his 
home  almost  continually  because  his  father 
was  trying  to  keep  him  hid  from  his  mother 
of  low  morals.    He  was  in   the  orphanage 
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for  several  months  and  was  an  intelligent 
little  chap  who  appreciated  the  home  we  tried 
to  make  for  him.  Then  one  day,  with  sad 
hearts,  we  saw  his  unbelieving  father  take 
him  from  the  home  he  had  learned  to  love. 
It  breaks  the  strongest  of  hearts  to  see  an 
innocent  child  taken  against  his  will  from  a 
Christian  home. 

We  rejoice  greatly  that  eight  of  the  boys 
now  in  the  home  have  accepted  the  Lord 
as  their  Saviour.  Boys  will  be  boys,  as  we 
all  know.  Sure,  they  tell  lies,  are  deceitful, 
use  bad  language  at  times,  and  sometimes 
fight.  Others  find  it  difficult  to  do  their  part 
of  the  work.  One  day,  when  to  me  the  cares 
of  the  orphanage  seemed  very  heavy,  two  of 
the  boys  had  a  fight.  It  seemed  a  disgrace  to 
me,  but  after  committing  it  into  the  hands  of 
the  "Father  of  the  fatherless"  and  adminis- 
tering the  punishment  which  I  felt  necessary, 
they  were  told  of  the  need  of  confessing  and 
making  things  right.  Then  a  few  days  later 
while  working  together  I  asked  them  if  they 
would  like  to  make  things  right.  They  were 
tired  of  going  around  not  being  able  to  look 
at  each  other.  As  I  started  to  bring  them 
together,  they  ran  to  each  other  asking  pardon 
and  kissing  each  other.  Words  cannot  ex- 
press the  joy  that  came  to  me  when  I  saw 
disgrace  canceled  by  grace. 

Each  boy  has  his  own  responsibility.  Dur- 
ing the  year  we  hatched  about  1500  chicks. 
Two  of  the  older  boys  have  done  most  of 
the  feeding  and  caring  for  the  chicks.  The 
roosters  were  sold  at  a  good  price  and  the 
pullets  are  beginning  to  lay.  The  two  boys 
have  a  very  interesting  time  seeing  which 
one's  pullets  will  lay  the  most  eggs.  The 
oldest  boy  is  the  dairyman  and  farm  helper. 
He  feeds,  and  is  learning  to  milk,  the  five 
cows.  Since  the  middle  of  the  year,  we  have 
been  making  our  own  butter  and  selling  an 
average  of  sixteen  quarts  of  milk  daily  to 
the  Girls'  Orphanage.  Brother  Byler  and  a 
neighbor  have  been  patronizing  us  too. 

We  were  thankful  for  the  part-time  help 
of  two  German  Mennonite  boys  who  came 
from  Paraguay  to  study  at  the  Bible  school. 
We  were  able  to  rebuild  a  large  part  of  the 
fencing,  build  two  brooder  houses,  husk 
twenty  acres  of  corn,  build  pig  shelters,  prune 
and  spray  our  250  peach,  pear,  apple,  plum, 
cherry,  orange,  and  tangerine  trees.  The 
ground  was  carefully  spaded  around  each 
tree  and  we  had  high  hopes  for  a  nice  crop 


of  fruit.  We  had  the  roof  on  our  "economy" 
hen  house  which  cost  us  approximately 
$200.00,  U.S.  currency,  and  is  twenty  by 
eighty  feet.  The  sides  are  of  wire,  the  posts 
were  cut  from  a  little  poplar  grove,  and 
the  nests  are  made  of  orange  crates.  Then  one 
spring  afternoon  a  terrific  rain,  thunder,  and 
hail  storm  came.  The  windows  on  the  south 
side  of  the  main  orphanage  building  were 
broken,  bushels  of  fruit  lay  on  the  ground, 
forty  half-grown  chicks  were  killed,  and 
the  vegetables,  potatoes,  sweet  corn,  pump- 
kins, watermelons,  and  even  the  pasture  were 
cut  off  at  the  ground  and  the  wind  took  them 
away.  The  roof  of  our  new  chicken  house, 
the  house  of  our  hired  man,  Carlos  Cavadore, 
the  two  brooder  houses,  and  our  back  porch 
roof  all  looked  like  colanders. 

As  has  been  the  case  many  times  before  in 
the  orphanage,  we  find  ourselves  confronted 
with  the  problem  of  finding  consecrated 
helpers.  It  is  a  strenuous  life.  As  one  might 
say,  "much  work  and  not  too  much  pay." 
During  the  year  Mrs.  Pineyro  has  been  in 
charge  of  helping  the  boys  with  their  school- 
work,  the  boys'  dormitory,  and  clothing.  In 
this  work  she  has  had  the  help  of  a  seventeen- 
year-old  girl  who  had  been  in  the  home  as  a 
helper  when  we  took  charge. 

Because  of  the  nervous  strain,  several  dis- 
appointing experiences  among  workers,  and 
the  many  duties  of  the  household,  Mrs.  Sieber 
found  her  health  such  that  on  doctor's  orders 
she  was  forced  to  take  a  rest.  In  December 
Mrs.  Pineyro  underwent  an  operation  for 
appendicitis.  The  oldest  boy  and  helper  on 
the  farm  burned  the  lower  part  of  his  foot 
with  boiling  tar  that  we  were  using  to  patch 
the  damaged  roofs.  With  all  of  these  sick- 
nesses coming  together  we  were  almost  with- 
out help  for  several  weeks.  But  the  boys, 
seeing  the  situation,  co-operated  nicely.  We 
had  to  miss  our  daily  recreation  period  several 
months,  but  the  boys  never  complained.  We 
tried  to  feed  them  as  good  as  we  could  because 
we  know  that  to  boys  a  satisfied  stomach 
means  more  than  anything  else.  We  thank 
the  Lord  that  we  again  see  His  hand  in  the 
healing  of  my  wife  and  Mrs.  Pineyro. 

Of  outstanding  interest  to  the  boys  was  the 
arrival  of  the  station  wagon.  We  feel  we  have 
had  our  share  of  grief  with  the  balking  1928 
Chevrolet  pick-up;  its  ills  were  many.  We 
thank  all  of  those  responsible,  especially 
Brother  Litwiller,  for  the  time  and  energy 
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spent  in  obtaining  import  and  custom  clear- 
ance for  the  car.  We  miss  the  co-operation  of 
the  Argentine  Church  in  behalf  of  the  orphan- 
ages that  we  experienced  while  in  Kansas 
City,  but  the  church  is  made  up  of  the  poorer 
class  of  people  and  they  have  not  as  yet  re- 
ceived the  vision  of  this  type  of  work  in  the 
Lord's  program. 

The  two  wells  of  the  orphanage  have  passed 
the  official  inspection  of  the  government. 
After  two  cases  of  meningitis  the  government 
required  that  we  have  our  water  analyzed. 
The  first  analysis  showed  that  the  water  was 
of  doubtful  character,  but  after  cleaning  and 
repairing  the  wells,  the  analysis  showed  no 
signs  of  pollution. 

In  thinking  of  the  future  plan  of  advance 
for  the  orphanage,  I  would  like  to  propose 
several  things:  (1)  To  provide  in  some  way  a 
home  for  the  boys  until  they  have  reached 


the  age  of  twenty-one.  (2)  To  make  it 
possible  that  those  who  care  to  may  attend 
the  Bible  school  in  Bragado.  (3)  To  arrange 
in  some  way  for  the  financial  support  of 
such  a  program.  (4)  That  those  who  care  to, 
may  learn  a  trade  and  at  the  same  time  have 
their  home  at  the  orphanage. 

We  love  the  boys  and  we  love  the  work. 
It  is  our  earnest  desire  that  we  might  in  this 
way  be  used  to  bring  honor  and  glory  to  our 
Master,  that  we  might  love  the  seemingly 
unlovely  and  be  a  shepherd  to  their  little 
souls.  We  ask  you  to  pray  with  us  for  the  boys 
that  they  may  be  an  asset  to  the  church  and  a 
glory  to  their  Maker. 

We  give  thanks  unto  the  "Father  of  the 
fatherless"  for  His  faithfulness  during  the 
past  year. 

Bragado,  Argentina. 


Printery  and  Publications  Report 


By  William  E.  Hallman 


HPHIS  is  the  second  year  in  which  the  print- 
-^-  ing  plant  has  been  rented  to  the  operator, 
Juan  Battaglia.  The  arrangement  has  its 
advantages  and  disadvantages.  The  enter- 
prise is  hardly  large  enough  to  do  advan- 
tageous buying  of  paper  and  supplies.  The 
national  scarcity  of  paper  has  been  a  serious 
item  for  the  largest  publishers  in  the  country. 
This  difficulty  has  caused  us  to  drop  behind 
schedule  with  the  printing  of  our  monthly 
tract.  We  will  have  to  look  for  some  solu- 
tion for  this  problem.  We  have  orders  for 
14,500  of  this  leaflet,  "El  Camino  Verdadero" 
(The  True  Way),  and  quite  a  large  part  of 
the  total  goes  to  other  denominations. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  are  happy  to  report 
that  the  monthly  church  magazine,  "La  Voz 
Menonita,"  with  a  circulation  of  550,  has  not 
missed  a  month.  Usually  it  got  to  the  readers 
wkhin  the  first  week  of  each  month.  At  least 
the  editor,  Brother  Suarez,  and  most  of  the 
contributors  have  done  their  part.  This  mag- 
azine goes  to  five  countries  of  South  America, 
Puerto  Rico,  Spain,  and  the  United  States. 
The  June  number  contained  an  ample  review, 


mainly  in  the  form  of  translations,  of  Dr. 
John  C.  Wenger's  book,  "Glimpses  of  Mcn- 
nonite  History."  The  translation  and  selection 
of  passages  was  all  done  by  Brother  Suarez. 
We  feel  that  this  book  should  be  translated 
into  Spanish  and  published  for  the  benefit 
of  Spanish-speaking  Mennonites  in  many 
parts  of  the  world. 

Aside  from  the  two  monthly  publications 
there  has  been  the  usual  work  in  Sunday- 
school  supplies  such  as  class  books  and  song- 
books,  and  the  regular  annual  publication  of 
the  young  people's  topic  booklet,  "Manual  de 
Temas  para  Esfuero  Cristiano."  This  is  no 
small  undertaking.  It  is  the  publication  which 
goes  farthest  into  the  church  ranks  of  other 
denominations.  We,  therefore,  try  not  to 
neglect  our  distinctive  Mennonite  witness  in 
preparing  the  list  of  subjects  and  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  outlines  for  each  topic  presented. 

In  conclusion  let  me  say  that  the  results  of 
our  publication  work  are  far  greater  in  vol- 
ume and  in  importance  than  the  small  budget 
of  $30.00  per  month  would  indicate. 

Trenque  Lauquen,  Argentina. 
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Western  Zone  Report 

By  William  E.  Hallman 


ND  the  word  of  the  Lord  was  published 
throughout  all  the  region"  (Acts  13:49). 

How  we  wish  that  the  same  thing  could 
be  said  about  the  whole  Western  District  for 
which  the  Lord  has  made  us  responsible.  We 
have  had  our  hands  full  watering  and  prun- 
ing the  established  and  growing  vineyard, 
but  there  are  fields  which  year  after  year  lie 
barren,  awaiting  the  sower. 

In  last  year's  report  was  a  list  of  the  work- 
ers and  their  respective  stations;  in  this  past 
year  of  1949  there  were  no  changes. 

The  Darinos  in  America  have  been  doing 
faithful  work.  We  praise  the  Lord  for  a 
number  of  new  families  who  have  taken  a 
decided  interest  in  the  Gospel  and  there  have 
been  a  number  of  conversions.  Two  of  the 
most  faithful  families,  however,  have  moved 
away,  and  this  offsets  the  gain  that  they  were 
hoping  to  show  in  the  year's  statistical  report. 

The  Laniks  in  Santa  Rosa  have  again  been 
toiling  constantly,  and  there  was  a  class  of 
seven  converts  baptized.  The  testimony  of 
some  of  these  new  babes  in  Christ  is  most 
touching — and  how  they  need  our  prayers 
so  that  their  testimony  might  carry  over  into 
consistent  Christian  living  in  full  obedience  to 
the  Word  of  the  Lord.  The  Laniks  are  con- 
siderably handicapped  by  inadequate  trans- 
portation in  a  big  city,  and  cannot  reach 
effectively  their  branch  work  in  three  locali- 
ties. In  their  circuit  is  work  for  three  full- 
time  workers. 


The  Suarez's  completed  their  second  year's 
work  in  Tres  Lomas  and  circuit  and  are  doing 
very  creditable  work.  Brother  Suarez  is  also 
editor  of  our  official  church  magazine,  "La 
Voz  Menonita,"  and  has  been  doing  con- 
scientious work  in  that  field.  The  subscription 
list  has  grown  since  he  has  taken  up  this 
important  task.  In  fact,  all  the  pastors  have 
added  responsibilities  and  committee  ap- 
pointments. 

Even  though  all  of  us  have  been  over- 
worked there  are  encouraging  signs  of  prog- 
ress. One  item  of  hope  is  the  fact  that  our 
young  people  respond  very  willingly  when 
there  are  things  for  them  to  do  such  as  tract 
distribution,  singing  for  shut-ins,  or  helping 
out  in  branch  Sunday-school  work.  We  are 
praying  that  some  of  these  young  men  and 
women  may  be  called  to  dedicate  their  lives 
in  missionary  work  among  their  own  people. 
The  materialistic  age  in  which  we  live  makes 
it  hard  for  them  to  give  up  good  paying 
positions  and  dedicate  their  time  to  the  work 
of  the  Lord.  Good  paying  jobs  earn  for 
them  modern  conveniences  such  as  sewing 
machines  and  washing  machines.  They  know 
that  their  fellow  Mennonites  in  North  Amer- 
ica have  these  luxuries — why  can't  they  have 
them  too?  These  are  some  of  the  problems 
we  are  trying  to  pray  through  to  solution. 
Will  you  help  us? 

Trenque  Lauquen,  Argentina. 


Power  of  Attorney-1949 

By  Nelson  Litwiller 


1  II  1HE  year  opened  with  a  backlog  of  work 
■*■  which  kept  us  snowed  under  most  of 
the  time.  One  of  our  first  problems  was  to 
investigate  whether  our  properties  are  still 
exempt  from  taxes  in  the  province  of  Buenos 
Aires.  With  the  help  of  the  pastors  in  the 
several  county  seats,  we  discovered  that  we 
evidently  owe  taxes  for  certain  years  in  some 
towns.  We  planned  to  go  to  the  head  office 
of  the  assessor  in  La  Plata  to  try  to  put  things 
in  order,  but  we  never  got  around  to  it.  (I 
should  like  to  suggest  that  each  one  be  on 
the  alert  if  the  office  of  the  "valuador"  calls 


you  or  sends  you  a  slip  of  paper  for  any  rea- 
son.) Dr.  Rissler,  our  legal  representative  in 
Cordoba,  has  informed  us  that  the  property 
in  Capilla  del  Monte  is  exempt  from  taxes. 

Another  problem  which  gave  us  endless 
trouble  was  the  power  of  attorney  document 
issued  by  the  Mennonite  Board  of  Missions 
and  Charities  at  home.  The  first  one  sent  was 
written  in  Spanish  and  began  with  the  word, 
"Traduccion,"  which  indicated  that  it  was 
not  original.  An  original  was  sent  and  this 
one  was  protested  by  the  State's  Attorney  who 
insisted  on  a  statement  by  the  American  Em- 
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bassy  indicating  that  the  document  was  legal. 
This  the  Embassy  refused  to  do  for  obvious 
reasons.  Another  document  was  procured  and 
the  notary  objected  to  it  on  the  grounds  that 
it  was  not  sufficiently  detailed.  For  instance, 
the  document  authorized  us  to  buy  and  sell 
property  but  did  not  say  we  were  authorized 
to  sign  deeds.  Therefore  it  was  deficient.  All 
this  took  up  precious  time  of  which  we  had 
little  to  spare,  for  we  had  sold  and  bought 
properties,  the  deeds  of  which  should  have 
already  been  signed.  Finally,  we  asked  the 
Board  to  issue  a  power  of  attorney  to  which 
no  one  could  object.  This  document  was 
drawn  up  before  a  notary  public,  and  passed 
through  all  the  legal  hierarchy  of  the  State  of 
Indiana,  including  the  great  seal  of  the  State 
of  Indiana.  From  there  it  went  to  the  Argen- 
tine Consul  for  his  official  stamp.  Then  it 
was  sent  here.  Here  it  was  translated  by  an 
official  translator  and  then  taken  to  the  Min- 
istry of  Foreign  Affairs  to  certify  the  signa- 
ture of  the  Consul.  From  there  it  was  taken 
to  another  notary  for  the  official  registry. 
This  original  is  kept  in  the  office  of  notary 
O'Farrel  and  copies  were  given  to  us.  These 
copies  were  then  registered  in  the  civil  courts 
of  Buenos  Aires  and  La  Plata  respectively. 
We  were  finally  authorized  to  sign  deeds. 

The  Spada  and  Cavenaghi  properties  were 
sold  in  Bragado  for  35,375.80  pesos,  and  after 
all  expenses  of  sale  and  signing  and  govern- 
ment taxes  were  deducted,  30,860.07  pesos 
were  left  in  our  favor.  These  properties  cost 
about  ten  thousand  pesos  a  few  years  ago  and 
gave  us  good  service  during  this  time. 

The  property  in  La  Ferrere  1111,  which 
cost  us  28,000  pesos  in  1946,  was  sold  for 
64,000  pesos,  but  netted  us  56,129.10  pesos. 
The  Mercedes  property  was  signed  up  for 
170,000  pesos,  on  which  there  is  still  a  mort- 
gage for  23,000  pesos  with  the  National  Mort- 
gage Bank.  The  three-roomed  house  in  Bra- 
gado was  finished  in  January  for  approxi- 
mately 29,000  pesos  and  the  boys'  dormitory 
and  bathroom  for  nearly  5,000  pesos. 

An  offer  to  buy  property  in  Rosario,  S.  Fe, 
at  a  reduced  price  by  Brother  Kizner  was  not 
accepted  for  several  reasons.  It  was  to  be 
used  for  work  among  the  Jews  but  was  far 
removed  from  the  Jewish  section  of  the  city. 
It  was  also  within  four  blocks  of  a  long- 
established  Baptist  work  and  we  did  not  think 
it  proper  to  begin  a  work  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood.  The  third  reason  was  that  Brother 


The  T.  K.  Hersheys,  now  on  retirement,  and  who 
served    many    years    in    Puerto    Rico. 


Gonschor  was  to  be  the  man  to  do  the  work, 
and  we  did  not  feel  that  it  would  have  been 
for  the  best  to  have  him  so  far  removed  from 
the  rest  of  the  group.  This  decision  was 
finally  made  by  the  Executive  Committee  of 
•the  Conference.  The  property  that  was  of- 
fered to  us  was  rather  small  and  not  built 
very  carefully.  It  would  have  meant  that  we 
should  have  to  spend  several  thousand  dollars 
more  to  put  it  into  satisfactory  shape.  It 
would  also  have  been  necessary  to  buy  the 
adjoining  lot  for  ten  thousand  pesos  for  future 
expansion. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  assessment 
of  our  properties,  but  quite  obviously  the  sum 
of  537,137  pesos  is  not  nearly  the  amount 
which  our  properties  are  actually  worth. 

Our  legal  advisers  are  still  the  law  firm 
Marval  y  O'Farrel  in  which  Dr.  Daly  handles 
our  work  with  the  Ministry  of  Justice,  as  well 
as  matters  of  taxes  and  exemption,  and  Dr. 
Candiotti  advises  us  on  matters  related  to 
Social  Security  and  the  laws  pertaining  to 
employees. 

In  the  eyes  of  the  law  our  mission  is  con- 
sidered an  employer  and  as  such  we  come 
under  the  Social  Security  Law  decree  31665/ 
44.  It  was  in  accordance  with  the  stipulations 
of  this  decree  that  we  made  our  final  arrange- 
ments with  Brother  Gorjon  on  condition  that 
he  would  resign  from  the  mission.  Had  we 
gone  to  law  or  allowed  ourselves  to  be  drawn 
into  litigation  with  Brother  Gorjon,  it  would 
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probably  have  cost  us  more  than  the  twenty 
thousand  pesos  it  will  actually  cost  us  after  we 
are  entirely  through  with  him.  We  will  be 
finished  with  him  after  we  have  deposited 
approximately  five  thousand  pesos  to  his  ac- 
count in  Prevision  Social.  We  gave  him  thir- 
teen thousand  nine  hundred  pesos  outright 
and  pardoned  a  debt  with  the  mission  of 
approximately  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
pesos.  For  all  this  we  are  not  only  ashamed 
but  deeply  disappointed.  There  is  a  time 
when  charity  and  patience  should  cease  and 
discipline  begin  in  a  worker  who  has  lost  his 


love  for  the  work  and  who  fails  to  co-operate 
wholeheartedly  with  the  group. 

The  social  and  nationalistic  trends  in  the 
country  do  not  make  it  easier  for  a  foreign 
society  to  operate.  From  one  year  to  another 
one  encounters  more  difficulties  and  obstacles 
which  must  be  overcome.  All  this  would 
favor  the  idea  of  studying  ways  and  means 
whereby  our  Argentine  brethren  can  take 
over  more  responsibility  and  shoulder  ad- 
ministrative duties. 

Buenos  Aires,  Argentina. 


Our  Testimony 

By  the  Rogelio  Perugorrias 


'E  praise  our  good  heavenly  Father  who 
has  willingly  honored  us  in  a  special 
way  by  using  us  in  His  vineyard.  Most  dear 
experiences  have  filled  our  hearts  and  satisfied 
our  souls. 

Soon  the  year  will  close,  and  we  must  con- 
fess that  during  this  year  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  has  been  with  us  in  power.  We  came 
to  this  district  in  a  time  when  the  work  was 
difficult,  but  we  did  not  forget  for  a  moment 
that  "whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in  my  name, 
that  will  I  do,  that  the  Father  may  be  glorified 
in  the  Son"  (John  14:13).  Thus  anchored  to 
the  blessed  promise,  we  waited  in  prayer,  and 
as  always,  His  promise  was  sure. 

When  He  thought  the  right  time  had  come, 
the  testimony  in  Ameghino  was  one  of  the 
first  answers  to  our  prayers.  Then  benches  in 
the  church  began  to  be  filled,  souls  came  to 
the  feet  of  the  Saviour,  and  have  recently 
been  added  to  the  church.  Among  these  some 
young  folks  consecrated  their  lives  to  the 
work  of  the  Lord. 

Piedritas,  another  town  in  this  circuit,  also 
reacted  vigorously,  and  lately  it  has  been 
necessary  to  think  about  the  possibilities  of  a 
larger  place  with  more  room. 

Villegas,  the  most  important  city  and  the 
most  needy,  was  last  in  being  awakened. 
Recently  the  tent  campaign  was  a  means  of 
testimony  and  great  opportunity  to  show  the 
power  of  the  Word.  The  result  was  that 
twelve  homes  opened  their  doors  to  the 
Gospel,  and  sixty  souls  accepted  the  Lord 
Jesus  as  their  Saviour.  May  all  of  the  glory 
and  praise  be  to  Him. 

Now  the  scene  is  changed.   At  present  an 


enormous  task  is  before  us.  Thanks  be  to 
God,  He  gives  us  strength  to  face  it  with  great 
optimism  even  though  we  see  difficulties  of 
distance  and  of  the  enormous  size  of  the 
field.  One  thing  sure,  if  we  had  a  car,  our 
work  would  be  much  more  efficient  since 
we  could  not  only  take  better  care  of  the  work 
that  we  have  in  hand  but  we  could  also  reach 
the  towns  in  this  county  that  have  never  heard 
the  message  of  salvation. 

Conscious  of  how  useful  it  would  be  to 
have  a  car  at  our  disposal  to  help  us  do  more 
efficiently  the  task  to  which  the  Lord  has 
called  us,  we  put  this  need  before  the  Lord, 
and  wait  in  prayer,  certain  that  as  He  has 
condescended  to  hear  our  pleas  so  often  be- 
fore, He  will  hear  us  again  so  that  we  will 
have  another  reason  to  praise  and  glorify  Him. 

The  experience  of  this  year,  which  is  now 
closing,  is  a  confirmation  of  the  promise  of  the 
Lord  and  a  powerful  incentive  to  anchor  more 
firmly  in  His  promises. 

We  do  not  care  to  forget  for  one  moment 
our  brethren  in  America  to  whom  we  have 
a  debt  of  gratitude  for  our  knowledge  of 
the  blessed  Gospel.  We  desire  that  the  coming 
year  might  be  full  of  rich  and  abundant  bless- 
ing for  them. 

We  are  awaiting  optimistically  the  new 
year.  Gratitude  to  our  good  heavenly  Father 
for  the  experiences  that  we  have  had  during 
this  year  moves  us  to  praise  Him  and  to  desire 
with  all  our  heart  that  the  coming  year  might 
be  a  new  opportunity  to  serve  Him  better. 
To  Him  be  honor,  and  glory,  and  praise  for- 
ever and  ever. 

Ameghino,  FCNDFS,  Argentina. 
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Cosquin  (Sierras  de  Cordoba),  1949 


By  J.  L.  Rutt 


GAIN  at  this  season  of  the  year  every- 
thing is  moving  swiftly  as  the  world 
moves  on  toward  the  final  end.  The  tourist 
traffic  begins  and  continues  during  the  sum- 
mer months;  in  our  mixed  congregation  (i.e., 
non-Mennonites)  many  take  advantage  of 
these  months  to  visit  their  home  folks  in  other 
parts  of  this  great  republic;  so  we  never  know 
beforehand  just  how  many  may  be  present  in 
our  Sunday  services.  Because  of  the  poor 
electric  current  we  were  unable  to  have  any 
evening  services  during  the  year.  In  spite 
of  all  the  material  and  spiritual  hindrances 
from  both  young  and  older  folks,  we  are 
determined  to  go  forward  in  Him.  To  put 
more  stress  on  the  hidden  inner  life  (i.e., 
victory  in  Christ)  is  a  positive  fact  that  can 
be  seen  by  those  who  do  not  profess  Chris- 
tianity. In  spite  of  encroachments  of  the 
world  and  its  influences  upon  the  work  here 
in  Cosquin,  we  desire  and  work  so  that  many 


souls  may  seek  that  inner  life  hidden  in 
Christ  and  so  grow  spiritually. 

We  are  grateful  that  there  are  still  those 
who  are  ready  to  hear  the  Gospel  and,  in 
spite  of  the  evil  surroundings,  continue  to  live 
consistent  lives,  grow  spiritually,  and  give  a 
good  testimony  by  word  and  deed  to  others 
who  know  not  Christ  or  His  glorious  Gospel 
of  free  salvation. 

In  these  days  of  uncertainties  a  union  with 
Him  is,  above  all,  the  sustaining  power  in 
living  the  victorious  life.  During  the  past 
year  our  attendance  has  held  its  own  and 
we  are  looking  forward  to  another  year  with 
many  opportunities  and  blessings  from  Him 
in  which  to  continue  to  distribute  many  tracts, 
teach,  preach,  and  live  Christ  among  our 
fellow  men. 

Pray  much  for  us,  the  work  here  in  the 
Cordoba  Hills,  and  for  the  congregation  of 
children,  young  folks,  and  older  ones. 

Cosquin,  Argentina. 


Among  the  Chaco  Indians 


By  J.  W.  Shank 


kUR  last  communion  service  in  November 
was  unusually  impressive.  Six  new 
members  were  there  to  participate  for  the  first 
time  with  nineteen  others,  including  mission- 
aries. Two  members  of  the  church  who  had 
moved  to  another  location  during  1948  died 
during  the  year.  There  were  ten  members 
living  at  outstations  who  were  not  present 
for  the  service. 

During  the  last  year  we  were  troubled  by 
false  teachers  at  our  outstations.  It  is  the 
custom  of  Indians  to  move  about  considerably. 
Thus  it  occurred  that  some  Indians  came  from 
other  places  where  they  had  imbibed  extrava- 
gant ideas  regarding  manifestations  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  These  had  deceived  themselves 
by  the  conviction  that  they  were  called  to 
preach.  One  man  left  his  wife  and  children 
in  a  distant  city  and  took  a  second  wife  at 
one  of  our  outstations.  He  called  the  people 
together  and  had  boisterous  services  charac- 
terized by  many  praying  loudly  at  the  same 
time,  while  others  wept  and  still  others  grov- 
eled on  the  floor.  These  meetings  lasted  until 
after  midnight.    Another   man,   known   for 


years  as  being  dishonest  in  his  dealing,  sud- 
denly felt  himself  called  to  preach  at  another 


J.  W.  Shank 
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outstation.  The  uproar  he  made  was  short- 
lived. After  a  few  months  he  was  so  bitterly 
opposed  by  those  who  knew  his  crooked 
character  that  he  decided  it  was  necessary  to 
move  away. 

The  harmful  influence  of  these  evil  men 
has  not  been  entirely  overcome  because  of  the 
great  ignorance  of  the  people.  When  people, 
whose  lives  are  full  of  sin,  can  be  made  to 
believe  that  the  Holy  Spirit  manifests  Him- 
self through  loud  praying,  weeping,  or  faint- 
ing, it  is  hard  to  get  them  to  listen  to  sound 
doctrines  against  sin.  These  experiences  have 
helped  us  to  understand  the  apostolic  testi- 
monies and  warnings  against  false  teachers  in 
the  early  Christian  churches.  We  are  thank- 
ful for  spiritual  growth  and  a  spirit  of  earnest- 
ness and  co-operation  among  the  older  Chris- 
tians of  the  Chaco  Mission. 

Educational  Work 

After  nearly  seven  years  of  work  among 
the  Toba  Indians  we  feel  dissatisfied  with  the 
little  we  have  accomplished  educationally. 
Our  hope  to  establish  a  school  at  each  out- 
station has  not  been  realized  because  we  had 
no  persons  available  with  sufficient  age  and 
knowledge  to  be  left  alone  at  an  outstation; 
neither  was  it  possible  for  the  missionaries 
to  leave  the  central  station  and  spend  suffi- 
cient time  at  an  outstation. 

Only  at  our  central  station  have  we  had  a 
small  day  school  in  charge  of  an  Indian  who 
is  in  reality  an  apprentice  at  the  job.  Our 
Chaco  workers  are  asking  for  an  Argentine 
teacher  with  Normal  training  to  help  organ- 
ize this  work. 

This  year  we  had  our  stakes  set  to  get  a 
certain  intelligent,  young  Indian  man  to  en- 
roll in  our  Bible  classes.  When  the  time  came, 
we  found  that  his  stay  of  over  a  year  at  an 
independent  mission  had  contaminated  him 
with  the  eternal  security  doctrines  and  other 
practices  that  we  could  not  approve.  He  had 
committed  grave  irregularities  in  his  social 
life. 

Our  group  of  three  men,  two  Indians  and 
one  non-Indian,  who  continued  their  studies 
this  year  gave  us  encouragement.  They  are 
all  sincere  and  conscientious.  We  have  hopes 
that  they  will  continue  to  develop  for  work 
at  least  as  lay  preachers.  Because  of  extreme 
ignorance  and  the  low  moral  standards  of 
unconverted  Indians  it  is  very  difficult  to  find 
among  the  converts  young  men  with  sufficient 
talent  and  moral  backbone  to  make  apt  stu- 


dents to  train  for  service.  We  know  a  num- 
ber of  intelligent  young  men  who  could 
learn,  but  they  have  not  yet  proved  themselves 
morally. 

Clinical  Work 

As  Jesus  said  of  the  poor,  so  we  can  say  of 
the  sick,  "they  are  always  with  us."  Ignorance 
and  poverty  are  no  aid  to  health.  We  are 
especially  gratified  that  the  regional  hospital 
doctors  have  attended  to  the  patients  whom 
we  have  sent  to  them.  They  operated  on  one 
of  the  Indians  for  appendicitis  and  a  number 
of  others  have  been  interned  there.  Others 
have  received  treatments  and  advice  as  out- 
patients. 

Aside  from  the  common  ills  such  as  colds, 
fevers,  intestinal  disorders,  and  body  sores, 
we  had  a  scourge  of  smallpox  this  year.  We 
knew  of  fifty  or  more  cases  at  all  the  stations, 
but  there  must  have  been  double  that  number 
that  were  not  reported  to  us.  In  spite  of  as 
many  as  three  vaccinations  (all  with  negative 
results),  large  numbers  of  people  succumbed 
to  the  disease.  To  our  knowledge  there  were 
no  deaths,  but  some  attacks  were  very  severe 
and  caused  intense  suffering. 

Hand  Arts 

The  women  have  continued  their  knitting 
and  sewing  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Cress- 
man.  A  few  have  spun  wool  and  woven 
blankets.  Our  carpenter  has  taken  an  appren- 
tice who  is  showing  his  capability  in  cabinet- 
making.  If  we  could  get  good  lumber  more 
easily,  there  would  be  a  ready  sale  for  all  the 
tables,  chairs,  benches,  and  kitchen  cupboards 
they  could  make.  The  boys  have  even  taken 
dry  logs  from  the  woods  and  sawed  out  boards 
with  which  they  made  chairs  and  cot  frames. 
Some  of  the  men  have  burned  wood  to  make 
charcoal  for  local  use  in  the  blacksmith  shop. 
Other  arts  could  be  developed,  and  should  be, 
so  that  during  the  period  when  other  work 
can  not  be  had  more  of  the  Indians  could  be 
earning  their  living.  We  have  tried  to  intro- 
duce home  baking.  They  made  small  ovens 
enthusiastically.  But  it  makes  a  lot  more 
bother  to  bake  than  to  buy  galleta,  even  if  the 
latter  is  very  high.  They  could  make  galleta 
at  home  for  almost  half  the  price. 

Farming 

This  last  vear  was  the  happiest  crop  year 
for  the  Indians  in  their  farming  projects. 
At  least  those  who  live  at  Nam  Cum  con- 
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tinue  to  improve  in  their  methods.  Some 
married  couples  earned  over  a  thousand  pesos 
from  their  small  tract  of  less  than  three  acres. 
I  say  "couples"  because  the  work  of  the  wife 
in  hoeing  and  picking  is  quite  an  important 
one.  Prices  for  cotton  were  several  hundred 
pesos  higher  this  year  than  other  years,  but 
since  the  cost  of  living  has  doubled  within  the 
year,  this  gain  in  price  was  of  little  conse- 
quence. The  expense  of  farming  is  continual- 
ly rising.  There  seems  to  be  little  profit  unless 
the  farmer  can  do  all  his  own  work.  Since 
the  Indians  do  their  own  work,  it  pays  them. 

The  Workers 

After  the  first  week  of  April  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Tuck,  who  had  worked  with  us  in  the 
Chaco  Mission  over  one  and  a  half  years, 
decided  to  withdraw  from  the  work  and  give 
their  time  to  non-Indians  in  Tres  Isletas.  This 
decision  was  made  in  part  because  of  difficulty 
with  the  cacique  at  outstation  "15,"  and  in 
part  because  of  their  disappointment  that  the 
mission  could  not  secure  land  near  the  Indian 
colony  on  which  to  build  a  home  for  the 
workers.  All  of  us  greatly  regretted  this  turn 
of  affairs.  At  the  same  time  we  felt  that  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tuck  will  be  happier  working  inde- 
pendently. 

We  have  continued  to  have  pleasant  rela- 
tions with  them  through  occasional  visits 
back  and  forth.  They  are  shepherding  a 
group  of  Russian  evangelicals  in  the  town  of 
Tres  Isletas.  In  this  work  we  extend  to  them 
our  sympathy  and  prayers. 

The  work  of  Sister  Cressman  and  our- 
selves continues  as  formerly  with  more  to  do 
than  we  can  accomplish  satisfactorily.  Sev- 
eral Indians  and  our  farmer  take  turns  in 
assuming  responsibility  for  some  services 
when  the  pastor  cannot  be  present.  We  have 
long  looked  forward  to  the  arrival  of  the 
newly  appointed  workers  for  the  Chaco. 

Our  Retirement 

It  is  not  easy  for  my  wife  and  me  to  realize 
that  our  time  in  the  Chaco  is  at  an  end.  We 
can  never  cease  to  be  grateful  for  the  experi- 
ences we  have  had  working  with  these  dear 
people.  In  spite  of  their  poverty,  ignorance, 
superstition,  and  general  wretchedness,  we 
are  happy  to  have  known  them  and  have  had 
the  privilege  of  learning  to  love  them. 

As  we  look  back  over  the  last  seven  years 
we  cannot  feel  that  our  advance  is  what  it 
might  have  been.  This  lack  we  must  attribute 


in  part  to  our  own  human  weaknesses,  and 
in  part  to  the  fact  that  our  workers  were  too 
few  in  number  to  care  properly  for  such 
widely  separated  outstations.  You  all  know 
that  outstation  work  cannot  properly  progress 
without  constant,  frequent,  and  intimate  con- 
tact with  the  people.  Our  outstation  audiences 
often  approached  one  hundred  people,  and 
sometimes  there  were  many  more  than  that. 
Does  it  not  seem  tragic  that  we  could  not  be 
more  constantly  with  those  sin-burdened  and 
soul-hungry  people?  We  saw  their  tragic  need 
and  heard  their  pleas  for  more  frequent  and 
intimate  contact  with  us,  as  their  teachers. 
And  there  was  always  the  consciousness  in 
our  hearts  that  here  were  tremendous  oppor- 
tunities that  we  could  not  take  because  they 
were  too  far  away  and  our  time  was  so  lim- 
ited. 

The  brighter  side,  however,  gives  us  some 
consolations.  Some  thirty-five  Indians  have 
found  Christ,  and  all  but  those  who  have 
passed  to  the  world  beyond  are  leading  more 
or  less  normal  Christian  lives.  A  number  of 
others  are  awaiting  baptism  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. The  people  at  all  the  stations  have 
heard  the  basic  principles  of  the  Christian 
faith.  Hundreds  of  them  know  more  or  less 
what  is  expected  of  a  person  who  is  a  Chris- 
tian, although  many  of  these,  even  though 
having  made  profession  of  faith,  have  not  yet 
made  the  decision  to  live  the  all-out-for-God 
life.  The  oldest  Christians  are  trying  to  live 
with  clean  conscience  before  God.  They  are 
learning  day  by  day  the  possibility  of  prac- 
ticing brotherly  love,  patience,  kindness,  for- 
giveness, and  faith.  The  children,  especially 
of  our  central  station,  are  learning  verses  of 
Scripture,  and  those  who  can  read  are  anxious 
to  take  their  part  in  the  Bible  readings.  We 
expect,  with  confidence,  that  the  work  will 
go  on  and  that  those  who  follow  us  will  do 
greater  things  among  these  dear  people. 

We  shall  always  remember  with  gratitude 
the  co-operative  spirit  and  the  helpfulness  of 
the  Indians.  Likewise  we  are  happy  to  recog- 
nize that  the  missionaries  here  in  central 
Argentina  have  appreciated  our  efforts  and 
have  contributed  in  many  ways  to  the  for- 
ward movement  of  the  work. 

We  have  felt  the  influence  of  your  prayers 
in  our  behalf.  We  leave  in  the  hands  of  the 
Lord  the  distribution  of  rewards  for  all  your 
sacrifices  and  prayers  for  these  Chaco  Indians 
and  their  spiritual  parents.  chaco>  Argemina 
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Financial  Statement 
of  the  Argentine  Mennonite  Mission 


(Treasurer's  Summarized  Report  for  the  Year  1949  in 
Argentine  Currency 

Assets 

Former  balance  as  of  December  31,    1948 
Received  from  General  Treasurer  during 

the  year 
Received  from  Argentine  Treasurer 
Received  on  return  of  loan  to  F.   Gorjon 
Donation   from   J.   T.  Tuck 


Total  Assets 


Disbursements 


National   Workers  67,816.30 

Year-end   bonuses  5,030.45 
Deposited  for  Gov't  Retirement 

Plan  10,878.60 

Final  settlement  F.  Gorjon  13,900.00 

Final  settlement  J.  C.  Viconte  1,500.00 

Medical  services  paid  11,240.75 

Vacations  5,432.35 

Orphanages,   Clinic,   &   Welfare  25,753.00 

Publications  2,300.00 

Bible  School  1,200.00 

Sewing  Circle  1,588.00 

Toward   purchase   of  properties  37,293.70 

Repairs   to   properties  4,984.90 

Basic  furniture  9,440.50 

General  Mission  33,915.00 

Nam  Cum  Mission  8,700.00 

Evangelism  3,592.00 


31,505.40 

260,940.75 

2,489.30 

550.00 

897.00 

296,382.45 


Travel   and    Administration  7,822.85 

Moving    of    Workers  1,150.00 

Legal  Fees  379.00 

Miscellaneous  2,611.25 


Cash  Balance   as  of  December  31,   1949 


256,528.65 
39,853.80 


296,382.45 
Respectfully    submitted, 
William  E.  Hallman, 
Treasurer   in    Argentina    '49. 

Auditors'  Report 

Trenque   Lauquen,   FCNDFS 
January  5,   1950 
To  the  Mennonite  Board  of  Missions  &  Charities 
1711  Prairie  Street,  Elkhart,  Indiana 
Dear  Brethren: 

We,  the  auditors  appointed  by  the  Argentine  Men- 
nonite Mission  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 
1949,  having  checked  over  the  accounts  and  records 
of  our  Treasurer,  and  likewise  the  bank  balances  of 
funds  on  deposit,  find  that  the  funds  have  been 
properly  administered,  the  balances  in  the  books 
agreeing  in  all  details  with  the  Treasurer's  monthly 
reports  to  the  General  Treasurer  and  with  the  present 
bank  balance  which  amounts  to  39,853.80  Argentine 
pesos  (Approx.  $4,500.00  in  U.S.  Currency). 

Auditing  Committee: 

J.    W.   Shank, 

J.    H.    Koppenhaver. 


Calendar  of  Events  for  1949 


JANUARY 

3-7  Annual  Mission  Council  was  held  on  the 
campgrounds  in  Trenque  Lauquen. 

FEBRUARY 

6  The  Litwillers  visited  the  Cordoba  district, 
with  baptismal  in  Cosquin  and  com- 
munion service  in  La  Falda. 

18  Some  of  the  missionaries  met  at  the  Lit- 
willer  home  in  Bragado  with  Brother  Orie 
O.  Miller. 

26-March  5  Young  People's  Retreat  was  held 
at  the  campgrounds  in  Trenque  Lauquen, 
with  Brother  E.  C.  Bender  present.  Broth- 
er Bender  held  several  sessions  with  the 
missionaries  and  national  workers. 

MARCH 

6  The  Swartzentruber  family  arrived  in  Bue- 
nos Aires  on  their  return  from  furlough. 

11-14  Brother  Bender  visited  the  Cordoba  dis- 
trict on  a  trip  by  auto  with  Amos  Swartz- 
entruber and  Nelson  Litwiller. 

16  The  missionaries  met  for  a  special  mission 
council  in  Bragado  with  Brother  Bender. 

18  Clemens  Hallman  had  an  appendectomy 
in  the  British  Hospital  in  Buenos  Aires. 

Samuel  E.  and  Ella  May  Weaver  Miller,  with 
their  sons,  who  are  new  missionaries  in  the 
Chaco  among  the  Toba  Indians   in   Argentina. 


23  Four  German  Mennonite  young  people 
arrived  from  Paraguay  to  attend  Bible 
School  in  Bragado. 

APRIL 

3  J.  H.  Koppenhaver  preached  his  first  Span- 
ish sermon  in  the  Bragado  Church. 

9-12  Amos  Swartzentruber  held  special  Eas- 
ter week  services  in  Trenque  Lauquen. 

14-17  Amos  Swartzentruber  conducted  spe- 
cial Easter  services  and  communion  in 
Carlos  Casares. 

24  Brother  and  Sister  Nelson  Litwiller  cele- 
brated their  thirtieth  wedding  anniversary. 

27-May  9  Amos  Swartzentruber  was  with  the 
Chaco  workers,  checking  over  problems 
with  them. 

MAY 

2  J.  W.  Shank  and  Amos  Swartzentruber 
shook  hands  with  an  Indian  not  fully  re- 
covered from  smallpox.  Mark  16:18.  From 
then  on  to  November  more  than  fifty  cases 
of  smallpox  appeared. 

6-9  Brother  and  Sister  L.  S.  Weber  paid  their 


last  visit  to  the  Chaco  Mission  before  leav- 
ing on  furlough. 

12,  13  A  district  workers'  meeting  was  held 
in  Santa  Rosa. 

JUNE 

2  The  Swartzentruber  family  and  Doris  Sny- 
der moved  to  Pehuajo. 

5  The  Bragado  congregation  had  a  farewell 
for  the  Litwiller  family. 

7  The  Koppenhaver  family  moved  from 
Bragado  to  Carlos  Casares,  and  the  Byler 
family  from  Carlos  Casares  to  Bragado. 

11  The  Carlos  Casares  Church  had  a  welcome 
service  for  the  Koppenhaver  family. 

12  The  Byler  family  was  welcomed  into  the 
Bragado  congregation. 

19  Four  young  people  accepted  Christ  at  a 
regular  Sunday  evening  service  in  the 
Trenque  Lauquen  Church. 

JULY 

4  Alterations  were  started  on  the  Trenque 
Lauquen  church  building. 

(Continued  on  page  190) 


Statistics  of  the  Argentine  Mission 


Place  of  Worship 

Membership 

or 

Work 

Jan. 

Dec. 

Congregation 

Opened 

1949 

added 

lost 

1949 

Central  Zone 

Pehuajo 

1919 

62 

4 

4 

62 

Madero 

1923 

6 

6 

Guanaco 

1933 

2 

2 

0 

Carlos  Casares 

1922 

52 

4 

5 

51 

Moctezuma 

1931 

2 

2 

Smith 

1932 

1 

1 

0 

French 

1936 

4 

1 

1 

4 

Bragado 

1926 

83 

2 

81 

Mechita 

1926 

15 

1 

14 

O'Brien 

1936 

6 

2 

4 

Comodoro  Py 

1936 

6 

6 

Quiroga 

1934 

9 

9 

Ameghino 

1941 

5 

11 

16 

Gral.    Villegas 

1941 

20 

4 

16 

Piedritas 

1947 

2 

3 

5 

Western  Zone 

Trenque  Lauquen 

1920 

90 

4 

2 

92 

Passo 

1929 

8 

8 

30  de  Agosto 

1930 

7 

7 

Santa   Rosa 

1922 

16 

7 

23 

Lonquimay 

1933 

6 

6 

Tres  Lomas 

1925 

42 

4 

5 

41 

Pellegrini 

1931 

5 

1 

4 

America 

1927 

23 

4 

19 

Eastern  Zone 

Floresta 

1949 

33 

33 

Ramos    Mejia 

1942 

50 

3 

13 

40 

Arrecifes 

1942 

18 

18 

Salto 

1941 

17 

2 

1 

18 

Cordoba  Zone 

Cosquin 

1935 

12 

1 

12 

Capilla  del   Monte 

1944 

10 

10 

La  Falda 

1942 

12 

12 

Chaco  Zone 

Nam  Cum 

1943 

27 

6 

1 

33 

TOTALS 

651 

50 

49 

652 

Sunday   Schools 
attend  No.  No. 

■weekly  S.S.     Officers 


76 


29 

1 

2 

139 

4 

11 

10 

1 

13 

1 

23 

2 

16 

1 

15 

3 

15 

1 

100 


25 


10 


30 

1 

4 

12 

1 

1 

19 

1 

2 

20 

1 

54 

2 

6 

19 

1 

2 

33 

1 

4 

10 

1 

1 

14 

1 

3 

59 

1 

3 

820 

31 

76 

B.  Frank  Byler, 

Secretary   of  Pastors'   and   Workers'   Meeting. 
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Missionary  Directory 

I.  Missionaries  on  the  Field 


Name 


J.  W.  and  Selena  Shank 

Amos  and  Edna  Swartzentruber 

J.  L.  and  Mary  Rutt 

Nelson  and  Ada  Litwiller 

William  E.   and   Beatrice  Hallman 

Una  Cressman 

B.  Frank  and  Anna  Byler 

Doris  S.  Snyder 

J.  H.  and  Ruth  Koppenhaver 

Floyd  and  Alyce  Sieber 

n. 

Daniel  W.  and  Eunice  Miller 


Address 

Casilla  53,  R.  Saenz  Pena,  Chaco  1917 
Pehuajo,  FCNDFS 
Cosquin,  Cordoba 
Mercedes  149,  Buenos  Aires 
Trenque  Lauquen,  FCNDFS 
Casilla  53,  R.  Saenz  Pena,  Chaco 
Bragado,  FCNDFS 
Pehuajo,  FCNDFS 
Carlos  Casares,  FCNDFS 


Arrival 

and  1923 
1924 
1925 
1925 
1931 
1937 
1947 
1947 
1948 
1948 

1949 


Bragado,  FCNDFS 
Missionaries  in  Language  School 

Medellin,  Colombia 
HI.  Missionaries  on  Furlough 

L.  S.  and  Edna  Weber 
Samuel  E.  and  Ella  Mae  Miller 
Edna  Good 


T.  K.  and  Mae  Hershey 
D.  P.  and  Lillie  Lantz 


Anita  Cavadore 

Albano  and  Querubina  Luayza 

Pablo  and  Marcelina  Cavadore 

Maria  Cavadore 

Feliciano  and  Maria  Gorjon 

Elvira  A  de  Corellano 

Quintina  Gutierrez 

Pilar  F.  de  Pineyro 

Rogelio  and  Josefa  Perugorria 

A.  F.  and  Magdalena  Darino 

Pedro  and  Josefa  Lanik 

J.  W.  and  Rosa  Gonschor 

Ernest  and  Nirma  Suarez 

Marta  Quiroga 

Martin  and  Ignacia  Obregon 


1.  Managing  Committee:  Pres.,  L. 
Litwiller;  Treas.,  William  E.  Hallman,  J.  W.  Shank. 

2.  Department  Secretaries:  Field  Committee  Sec,  Nelson  Litwiller;  Sec.  of  English  Pub- 
lications, B.  Frank  Byler;  Spanish  Publications;  Administrator  of  the  Imprenta,  William 
E.  Hallman;  Editor  of  the  Voz  Menonita,  Ernesto  Suarez;  Editor  of  the  Camino 
Verdadero,  Pedro  Lanik. 

3.  Committees: 

Sewing  Circle:    Pres.,  Mrs.  Nelson  Litwiller;  Sec,  Mrs.  B.  Frank  Byler;    Treas., 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Koppenhaver. 
Historical:    Shank,  Byler,  and  Koppenhaver. 
Auditing:   Shank  and  Koppenhaver. 
Language  Study:   Weber  and  Litwiller. 


West  Liberty,  Ohio 

1931 

Middletown,  Pennsylvania 

1941 

Waterloo,  Ontario 

1944 

IV.  Missionaries  Retired 

Elverson,  Pennsylvania 

1917 

Colorado  Springs,  Colorado 

1921 

Argentine  National  Workers 

Trenque  Lauquen,  FCNDFS 

1921 

Ramos  Mejia,  FCNDFS 

1922 

Capilla  del  Monte,  Cordoba 

1923 

Trenque  Lauquen,  FCNDFS 

1926 

Arrecifes,  FNGBM 

1932 

Bragado,  FCNDFS 

1939 

America,  FCNDFS 

1939 

Bragado,  FCNDFS 

1939 

Ameghino,  FCNDFS 

1944 

America,  FCNDFS 

1945 

Santa  Rosa,  FCNDFS 

1945 

Salto,  FCNGB 

1945 

Tree  Lomas,  FCNDFS 

1945 

Bragado,  FCNDFS 

1945 

Bragado,  FCNDFS 

1948 

VI.  Administration 

L.   S.  Weber  and  Amos   Swartzentruber;   Sec,  Nelson 
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Pastors'  and  Workers'  Meeting:    Pres.,  L.  S.  Weber;  V.-Pres.,  Albano  Luayza; 

Sec,  B.  Frank  Byler;  Treas.,  A.  F.  Darino. 
Charity  and  Welfare:    Litwiller,  Administrator;  Pilar  de  Pineyro,  Sieber,  Elvira 

A  de  Corellano,  Byler. 
Bible  School  Board:  Litwiller,  Director;   Luayza,  Weber,  Hallman,  Byler. 
Bible  School  Faculty:   Litwiller,  Byler,  Marta  Quiroga. 
Young  People's  Retreat:    Byler,  Raul  Garcia,  Litwiller,  Hallman,  Darino. 
Workers'  Institute:    Luayza,  Weber,  Litwiller. 
Old  People's  Home:    Weber,  Luayza,  Darino. 


Field  Committee 

By  Nelson  Litwiller 

HpHE  Field  Committee  is  composed  of  the 
-*■  three  bishops.  This  committee  met  sev- 
eral times  during  the  year  to  consider  matters 
that  were  called  to  its  attention.  It  took 
the  initiative  in  suggesting  to  the  proper 
authorities  that  the  Siebers  be  transferred 
from  Pehuajo  to  the  Children's  Home  in 
Bragado,  even  though  they  had  not  taken 
their  second  examination. 

In  another  meeting  of  this  committee  in 
August  of  this  year,  it  was  felt  that  a  rear- 
ranging of  the  zones  would  make  for  a  more 
satisfactory  setup  to  expedite  our  work.  Con- 
sequently the  Western  Zone,  under  the  ad- 
visership  of  Brother  Hallman,  is  to  include 
Passo,  Trenque  Lauquen,  Tres  Lomas,  Amer- 
ica, Pellegrini,  Lonquimay,  and  Santa  Rosa. 
The  Central  Zone  is  to  include  Pehuajo, 
Madero,  Ameghino,  Villegas,  Carlos  Casares, 
Bragado  and  circuit,  with  Brother  Swartzen- 
truber  also  advising  in  the  Chaco  when  nec- 
essary. The  Eastern  Zone  is  to  include  Buenos 
Aires,  Ramos  Mejia,  Arrecifes,  and  Salto, 
and  Brother  Litwiller  is  to  advise  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  Cordoba,  in  the  towns  of  Cosquin,  La 
Falda,  and  Capilla  del  Monte. 

According  to  our  new  constitution,  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Conference  will 
probably  assume  more  and  more  responsibility 
and  the  Field  Committee  will  act  only  in  an 
advisory  capacity  or  as  a  liaison  committee  in 
the  relationships  of  the  different  zones. 

Buenos  Aires,  Argentina. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Historical 
Committee  1949 

The  Annual  Mission  Council: 

The  Historical  Committee  for  1948  gave 
the  suggestion  that  a  room  for  a  Historical 
Library  be  provided  in  the  building  to  be 
erected  for  the  Bible  School.  Since  no  further 
building  operations  are  in  progress,  the  com- 
mittee this  year  has  several  new  suggestions. 

1.  That  the  tower  room  in  the  Bragado 
Church  be  prepared  at  least  as  a  temporary 
Historical  Library.  That  a  steel  file  case  be 
provided  and  also  a  bookcase  be  built  and 
provided  with  locks  and  that  these  be  placed 
in  the  tower  room. 

2.  That  the  newly  appointed  Historical 
Committee  begin  at  once  in  1950  to  make 
a  careful  collection  of  all  available  papers, 
pamphlets,  documents,  and  books  and  take 
them  to  Bragado.  The  following  list  of 
things  for  this  collection  may  be  suggested: 

(a)  Copies  of  all  periodicals,  pamphlets, 
tracts,  programs,  announcements,  propaganda 
leaflets,  Esfuerzo  Christiano  booklets,  con- 
ference reports,  etc.,  that  have  ever  been 
printed  for  the  mission. 

(b)  Photographs  of  buildings,  groups,  con- 
ferences, from  all  stations. 

(c)  Clippings  of  articles  on  the  work  of 
the  South  American  Mission;  also  books  or 
booklets  in  English;  articles  or  publications 
on  Mennonite  church  history,  nonresistance, 
Mennonite  doctrines,  etc. 

The  Historical  Committee: 
J.  W.  Shank, 
B.  Frank  Byler, 
J.    H.    Koppenhaver. 
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Puerto  Rico  Annual  Report,  1949 

Bethany  Mennonite  Church 


By  Lester  T.  Hershey 


|URING  the  past  year  this  first  Men- 
nonite congregation  in  Puerto  Rico  has 
passed  through  deep  waters.  Satan  has  his 
eyes  open  to  see  where  he  can  do  his  worst 
and  certainly  caused  havoc  in  this  community. 
But  the  Lord  is  strong  and  sympathetic.  He 
will  hear  the  pleadings  of  His  people  in  dis- 
tress and  so  He  has  heard  our  prayers.  We 
look  to  the  year  1950  with  anticipation. 

The  congregation  has  participated  in  sev- 
eral activities  sponsored  for  the  church  as  a 
whole  Bible  Institute  held  January  4  to  Feb- 
ruary 10  at  Palo  Hincado;  the  first  Mennonite 
annual  meeting  held  at  Calvary  Mennonite 
Church,  La  Plata;  and  giving  several  of  its 
youth  to  work  in  the  summer  service  unit  di- 
rected by  Brother  Paul  Lauver. 

Summer  Bible  school  attendance  was  down 
this  year,  with  a  high  of  112  and  an  average 
attendance  of  95.  Summer  camp,  the  first 
sponsored  by  the  Mennonite  Church  for  its 
youth  alone,  saw  eleven  from  here  attending. 
The  Sunday-school  attendance  average  was 
114  with  a  high  of  130.  Youth  Fraternity  con- 
tinued to  be  well  attended  Saturday  nights 
with  a  variety  of  programs  such  as  Bible  book 


study,  pictures,  occasional  guest  speakers, 
games,  and  a  couple  of  outings  to  the  shore. 
Women's  meeting  on  Tuesday  afternoons 
had  a  good  attendance.  Once  a  month  they 
engaged  in  sewing,  and  at  the  other  meetings 
speakers  spoke  on  subjects  related  to  the  home 
and  the  Christian  life.  Sunday  afternoon 
children's  meetings  have  always  been  a  high 
mark  for  the  little  people  who  attend  in  large 
numbers.  The  children  had  a  special  treat 
when  they  broadcast  the  children's  day  pro- 
gram over  WPAB. 

The  high  mark  for  the  Bethany  congrega- 
tion during  1949  came  when  they  had  two 
weeks  of  evangelistic  meetings  prior  to  the 
dedication  of  a  new  church  building.  Rev. 
Albert  Espada  Matta,  superintendent  of  the 
Christian  Missionary  Alliance  in  Puerto  Rico, 
served  as  evangelist.  Bishop  J.  A.  Heiser, 
minister  of  East  Bend  congregation,  Fisher, 
Illinois,  was  guest  speaker  at  the  dedication. 
The  new  building  will  seat  about  250  people. 
Results  of  the  two  weeks'  efforts  were  forty- 
three  who  made  a  public  profession.  The  sad 
part  of  it  is  that  the  majority  of  these  are  not 
seen  at  church  now.    They  are  indifferent, 


The  new  Bethany  Mennonite  Church. 
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worldly,  and  some  go  as  far  as  to  try  to  stop 
others  coming  to  church.  Satan  got  his  lick 
in  when  spirits  were  high,  and  when  the  cry 
was  revival.  Some  have  repented  of  their  way- 
wardness, and  are  again  returning  to  church, 
but  others  continue  to  stay  away. 

During  the  year  several  guest  speakers 
brought  challenging  messages.  Besides  the 
ones  already  mentioned,  Rev.  Samuel  Mc- 
Williams,  returned  missionary  from  Argen- 
tina and  friend  of  our  Argentine  missionaries, 
spoke  twice,  the  second  time  in  a  week-end 
Bible  conference  on  the  "Christian  Home." 
Wilbur  Nachtigall  from  our  Palo  Hincado 
Church,  Paul  Lauver,  and  Fidel  Santiago 
and  Jose  Ramon  Rodriguez,  laymen,  from 
Calvary  Mennonite  Church  also  served  in 
special  meetings. 

The  congregation  has  been  lifting  a  mis- 


sionary offering  during  the  year,  the  first 
offering  being  sent  to  the  work  among  Puerto 
Ricans  in  New  York  City  carried  on  by  the 
Lancaster  Conference.  The  congregation  is 
bearing  all  of  its  current  monthly  expenses 
such  as  light,  Sunday-school  literature,  and 
janitor,  and  has  purchased  several  pieces  of 
equipment  for  the  new  church.  It  is  hoped 
that  as  time  goes  on  our  brethren  will  be  able 
to  give  to  worthy  causes  inside  and  outside 
of  its  congregational  needs. 

We  covet  the  prayers  of  our  brethren  at 
home  for  this  congregation  of  thirty-nine 
Puerto  Rican  members;  for  its  five  students 
at  Barranquitas  Baptist  Academy,  and  one 
young  man  at  Hesston  College.  We  need 
leadership  among  our  brethren;  pray  that 
they  will  be  forthcoming. 

Pulguillas,  Puerto  Rico. 


Women's  Work  at  Pulguillas 


By  Kathryn  S.  Troyer 


"E  have  ended  the  second  year  of  weekly 
women's  and  girls'  meetings  in  the 
Pulguillas  community.  The  attendance  was 
not  as  high  in  1949  as  it  was  in  1948,  but 
we  feel  it  was  more  stable.  The  average  at- 
tendance for  the  year  was  forty.  We  are  made 
to  humble  ourselves  before  God,  knowing 
that  what  has  been  accomplished  was  made 
possible  by  His  continued  presence  and  guid- 
ance. We  are  thankful  for  a  small  group  of 
baptized  Puerto  Rican  women  who  faithfully 
assist  the  missionaries  in  conducting  these 
Tuesday  afternoon  meetings.  We  rejoice  to 
see  this  group  growing  in  their  spiritual  lives. 
As  the  roll  is  called,  all  of  these  sisters  give 
their  Bible  verse,  even  though  some  cannot 
read.  All  are  willing  to  lead  the  devotional 
part  of  the  meeting;  those  who  cannot  read 
have  someone  read  a  portion  of  Scripture  for 
them,  then  they  lead  in  prayer.  Three  are 
now  very  able  to  give  the  main  message  of 
the  afternoon  and  have  given  inspirational 
messages  during  the  year. 

The  past  six  months  a  Puerto  Rican  sister 
acted  as  vice-president  of  the  meetings.  From 
among  them  also  are  chosen  the  chorister, 
secretary,  and  two  sisters  to  help  in  the  sew- 
ing which  is  held  once  each  month.  Ten 
attend  regularly  and  have  accepted  Christ, 
and  we  pray  that  in  the  coming  year  we  may 


be  able  to  welcome  all  of  them  into  church 
fellowship. 

Bible  teaching  is  our  first  emphasis  in  the 
program.  During  the  past  year  our  ministers 
have  given  us  a  number  of  evangelistic  mes- 
sages. But  we  desire  to  help  the  women  in 
other  ways  also,  and  so  we  have  had  talks  on 
the  care  and  teaching  of  children,  sanitation 
in  the  home,  the  value  of  different  types  of 
food  in  the  diet,  temperance,  instructions  how 
to  economize,  and  other  topics. 

In  a  special  meeting  with  the  sisters  of  the 
church  we  organized,  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
for  the  coming  six  months.  We  talked  over 
plans  for  the  sewings,  and  had  Scripture 
reading  and  a  season  of  prayer  together. 

In  our  regular  meetings  the  non-Christians 
as  yet  far  outnumber  the  Christians.  Gradu- 
ally the  women's  meeting  leads  to  other 
church  services.  Many  who  at  first  would 
attend  no  other  public  service  except  women's 
meeting,  now  come  to  church  and  Sunday 
school.  Those  with  small  children  find  it 
difficult.  They  feel  embarrassed  when  the 
children  misbehave  and  cause  a  disturbance. 
We  encourage  them  by  offering  small  toys 
for  the  babies  to  play  with  in  church.  Those 
who  have  persevered  admit  that  by  regular 
attendance  their  children  have  quickly  ad- 
justed  themselves   to  public   meetings. 
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Wc  are  very  thankful  for  the  interest  and 
material  help  of  the  home  circles  in  connec- 
tion with  our  women's  work.  This  past  year 
we  have  received  donations  of  used  and  new 
clothing,  shoes,  and  bedding.  These  things 
made  the  missionary's  work  lighter,  for  with 
them  it  was  possible  to  supply  some  of  the 
needs  that  are  constantly  before  our  eyes. 
Mothers  and  children,  formerly  dirty  and 
unkempt,  now  come  washed  and  dressed 
clean,  and  with  a  degree  of  self-respect.  In 
the  winter  months  we  were  able  to  supply 
them  with  a  sweater  or  outing  flannel  jacket. 
The  women  are  always  asking  for  clothes 
for  their  husbands,  but  many  times  we  are 
unable  to  supply  them. 

With  a  donation  of  $100.00  which  was  sent 
for  women's  work,  we  decided  to  help  build 
and  equip  one  room  of  a  small  house  near 
the  church  as  a  cutting  and  supply  room  for 
the  monthly  sewings,  and  also  a  storing  place 
for  clothing  sent  from  home.  This  room  was 
completed  in  July. 

Continued  giving  to  people  with  no  re- 
sponsibility on  their  part  also  creates  a  prob- 
lem. It  was  decided  best  to  charge  a  small 
fee  for  all  articles  given  out.  This  has  proved 
very  satisfactory.  The  children  from  large 
families  are  given  small  jobs  around  our 
homes  such  as  cleaning  yards,  polishing  shoes, 


01  anything  they  are  able  to  do.  In  this  way 
they  can  help  pay  for  their  clothes,  and  are 
given  a  sense  of  responsibility  in  the  home. 
With  the  money  taken  in  we  buy  articles  of 
clothing  that  are  called  for  that  we  do  not 
have  on  hand.  Our  women  and  girls  express 
their  appreciation  of  this  plan  by  their  wil- 
lingness to  pay  in  part  for  what  they  receive. 
Our  greatest  problem  is  clothing  and  shoes 
for  children  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
twelve.  We  are  happy  for  the  co-operation  of 
several  merchants  in  Aibonito  who  always 
give  us  a  discount  on  what  we  buy. 

The  women's  meeting  is  still  the  only  pub- 
lic meeting  of  any  kind  that  some  of  the 
women  attend.  Pray  that  as  the  light  of  the 
Gospel  continues  to  shine,  more  and  more 
of  them  may  accept  Christ,  and  may  receive 
power  to  overcome  sin.  Some  are  addicted 
to  smoking  and  chewing  tobacco,  and  some 
of  the  young  girls  have  temptations  to  go  to 
places  of  worldly  amusements.  Pray  that  by 
the  testimony  of  the  mothers  and  children  in 
the  home,  the  fathers  may  also  come  to  a 
saving  knowledge  of  Christ,  and  a  willing- 
ness to  do  something  about  it.  We  are  thank- 
ful for  a  number  of  men  who  are  now  coming 
to  services;  and  for  several  legal  marriages 
that  took  place  this  past  year. 

Pulguillas,  Puerto  Rico. 


Puerto  Rican  men  are  open  to  the  Gospel. 
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Bethania  Christian  Day  School 

By  Beulah  Litwiller 


0 


N  AUGUST  8,  1949,  began  our  second 
year  of  school  with  an  enrollment  of 
forty-four  pupils,  and  a  new  third  grade.  Our 
enrollment  according  to  grades  is  as  follows: 
fifteen  in  the  first  grade,  nineteen  in  the  sec- 
ond, and  ten  in  the  third.  The  first  and  the 
second  grades  meet  in  the  morning  for  three 
and  a  half  hours,  and  the  third  grade  meets 
in  the  afternoon  for  the  same  amount  of  time. 
The  teachers  this  year  have  been  Mrs.  Clara 
Springer,  Mrs.  Alta  Hershey,  and  Beulah  Lit- 
willer. Our  program  is  similar  to  that  of  last 
year  which  includes  all  the  subjects  required 
by  the  Government  plus  half  an  hour  of  Bible 
a  day  for  each  class.  Each  student  pays  a  fee 
of  $3.00  a  year. 

Since  we  have  our  new  church  building, 
and  the  old  chapel  can  be  used  as  a  school 
only,  we  were  very  happy  to  be  able  to  divide 
the  main  room  into  two  nice  classrooms,  with 
a  partition  that  can  be  removed  whenever  we 
want  to  hold  any  public  programs  which  we 
do  not  care  to  have  in  the  church. 

The  Lord  is  blessing  us  in  our  task  of  guid- 
ing the  children  in  such  a  way  that  someday 
they  may  truly  become  an  asset  of  God,  to  the 


church,  and  to  the  community.  We  know 
that  the  seed  that  is  sown  in  their  hearts  daily 
is  bearing  fruit  and  several  of  them  have  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  follow  Christ.  They  are 
also  having  a  definite  influence  on  their  par- 
ents who  are  showing  great  interest  in  the 
things  of  God  and  in  receiving  Christ  as  their 
Saviour  and  Lord.  Some  of  the  high  lights 
of  the  school  year  have  been  the  times  when 
the  children  have  sung  for  different  special 
programs  at  the  church.  It  is  an  inspiration 
to  hear  their  voices  ringing  out  in  unison  and 
they  certainly  love  to  sing  praises  to  God. 

Next  year,  we  are  looking  forward  to  hav- 
ing a  fourth  grade  and  also  a  new  teacher 
who  will  help  to  carry  on  the  extra  teaching 
load.  May  you  pray  for  us  as  we  contact  the 
homes  of  the  community  to  enroll  our  new 
pupils  next  year.  We  are  praying  that  the 
Lord  will  lead  us  to  those  children  whom  He 
knows  He  can  use  for  His  honor  and  glory 
in  this  community.  Our  prayer  is  that  truly 
Christ  may  be  exalted  in  the  lives  of  the  chil- 
dren and  the  teachers  of  the  "Escuela  Men- 
onita  de  Betania." 

Beulah  Litwiller. 


*■  -\-.-  **  „* 


Valleys  and  hills  make  a  beautiful 
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scene  in  Puerto  Rico. 


Report  of  the  Educational  Committee 


(Received  too  late  to  be  included  in  last 
year's  report.) 

OUR  Christian  Day  School  in  Pulguillas 
opened  its  doors  on  August  16,  1948, 
with  an  attendance  of  28  pupils — 18  in  the 
first  grade  and  10  in  the  second.  Several 
weeks  before  Mrs.  Elmer  Springer  and  Beulah 
Litwiller  spent  some  time  going  from  home 
to  home  selecting  those  children  whom  they 
felt  would  be  an  asset  to  the  school.  Most  of 
the  pupils  were  selected  because  they  were 
already  members  of  our  Sunday  school  or 
were  from  families  who  were  in  sympathy 
with  the  work  being  carried  on  here.  Since 
it  was  impossible  to  take  all  the  pupils  who 
wanted  to  come,  we  felt  it  was  better  to  take 
those  who  would  be  more  apt  to  become 
members  of  the  church.  Each  student  was 
asked  to  pay  a  tuition  fee  of  three  dollars  per 
year.  This  does  not  cover  the  cost,  but  it  was 
felt  that  the  parents  would  value  and  appre- 
ciate more  the  privilege  of  sending  their  chil- 
dren to  school  if  they  were  helping  to  pay  part 
of  the  expenses. 

Our  school  program  meets  the  requirements 
of  the  Department  of  Education.  The  re- 
quired hours  are  spent  in  the  forenoon,  thus 
leaving  the  teachers  free  for  other  work  in  the 
mission  program  in  the  afternoon.  Besides 
the  three  hours  of  recitation  required  by  the 
Department  of  Education,  a  half  hour  of  re- 
ligious education  is  given  each  day  where  we 
have  a  direct  opportunity  to  teach  them  the 
Bible  stories  and  hymns  and  choruses  which 
they  love  so  well.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  hear 
groups  of  children  singing  in  the  evenings 
the  songs  they  have  learned  in  day  school 
and  Sunday  school. 

The  first  week  in  January  the  Inspector 
came  to  visit  our  school  and  he  seemed  to  be 
very  well  pleased  with  the  work  being  done 
and  was  happy  to  recommend  us  to  the  De- 
partment of  Education  for  recognition. 

After  a  year  of  working  with  the  children 
in  the  community,  we  are  more  than  ever  con- 
vinced that  a  day  school  program  is  essential 
in  the  mission  field  in  Puerto  Rico. 

First  of  all,  schools  are  crowded  and  there 
is  not  adequate  space  to  take  care  of  all  those 
who  wish  to  attend.  It  is  estimated  that 
around  fifty  per  cent  of  the  children  of  school 
age  in  the  rural  areas  are  not  in  school. 

Secondly,  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the 


A  Puerto  Rican  boy. 

teaching  done  is  not  what  it  should  be.  The 
Department  of  Education  has  set  up  its  stand- 
ards that  are  equivalent  to  or  better  than  most 
of  the  States  in  the  United  States,  but  the 
shortage  of  teachers  and  facilities  makes  it 
impossible  to  fulfill  these  requirements.  Many 
of  the  schools  and  especially  those  in  rural 
sections  do  not  comply  with  these  standards, 
and  it  is  a  common  thing  for  the  teachers  to 
falsify  the  reports  to  satisfy  the  requirements 
of  the  Department  and  thus  be  able  to  collect 
their  wages. 

In  the  third  place,  much  of  the  teaching  is 
colored  by  the  Catholic  religion  and  in  many 
communities  the  schools  are  controlled  by 
members  of  the  Holy  Name  Society.  In  order 
to  combat  this  influence  there  is  a  need  for 
Christian  Day  Schools  in  our  church  com- 
munities up  to  the  ninth  grade. 

In  the  fourth  place,  we  believe  that  one  of 
the  ways  to  do  missionary  work  in  Puerto 
Rico  is  to  build  up  a  strong  church  commu- 
nity. A  Day  School  is  one  of  the  most  effect- 
ive means  to  build  a  church  community.  Hav- 
ing the  students  in  day  school  as  well  as  in 
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Sunday  school,  we  are  able  to  teach  them 
many  things  about  community  living  which 
they  do  not  get  at  home  or  in  the  public 
schools.  The  ability  to  play  together,  co-oper- 
ation in  group  activities,  honesty,  and  depend- 
ability are  noticeably  lacking.  Until  we  have 
strong  Christian  homes  there  will  be  a  need 
for  furnishing  this  training  in  Christian  day 
schools. 

In  order  not  to  lose  contact  with  the  pupils 
in  the  school  established  at  Pulguillas,  we  rec- 
ommend that  a  third  grade  be  added  this 
year.  If  this  work  must  be  done  with  two 
teachers,  it  will  be  necessary  that  they  be  re- 
lieved of  some  of  their  other  duties. 

We  would  further  recommend  that  imme- 
diate plans  be  made  to  furnish  teachers  and 
facilities  in  the  Pulguillas  area  in  order  to  add 
a  grade  each  year  up  through  the  sixth  grade. 
These  facilities  should  be  planned  for  possibly 


ninety  pupils.  At  least  two  more  teachers  and 
an  additional  thousand  square  feet  classroom 
space  would  be  needed. 

Definite  plans  should  be  set  up  for  the 
training  and  encouragement  of  our  young 
people  to  take  over  some  of  the  work  as  teach- 
ers in  the  Christian  day  schools. 

We  suggest  that  the  possibility  of  serving 
school  lunches  under  the  Government  School 
Lunch  Program  be  investigated  in  order  to 
carry  on  this  worth-while  program  without 
the  burden  of  the  expense  falling  on  the  mis- 
sion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Educational  Committee  of  the  Mennonite 
Church  in  Puerto  Rico: 

Stanley  Miller, 

Mrs.  Elmer  Springer, 

Beulah  Litwiller. 


Report  of  the  Medical  and  Dental  Clinic 
at  Bethania 


By  Marie  A.  Yoder 


kURING  the  year  1949,  one  thousand  and 
nineteen  patients  were  treated  at  the 
clinic  near  Aibonito.  This  includes  only  pa- 
tients that  were  seen  at  the  clinic.  It  does  not 
include  calls  that  were  made  into  the  homes 
— and  many  such  calls  were  made.  Our  cases 
were  varied — colds,  flu,  injuries,  leg  ulcers, 
infections  of  all  kinds;  simple  surgery  was 
done  at  the  clinic,  too.  Many  babies  were 
born  in  our  community;  so  we  often  hiked 
over  hills  to  bring  a  little  one  into  the  world. 
Once  when  a  mother  needed  hospitalization, 
she  was  brought  into  our  cottage.  Several 
hours  later  she  gave  birth  to  a  baby  daughter 
in  our  bedroom.  That  evening  she  was  car- 
ried, by  hammock,  back  to  her  hill  home 
again. 

In  this  same  clinic  building,  we  have  dental 
clinic  every  week.  Dr.  Stover  is  our  dentist. 
At  this  clinic,  which  is  only  for  the  poor  hill 
folk,  we  do  only  extractions.  Those  with  ad- 
ditional dental  needs  must  go  to  the  doctor's 
office  in  town. 

To  the  people  who  have  come  to  both  clin- 
ics, we  have  given  out  hundreds  of  tracts  and 
Gospels.  Many  people  cannot  read,  but  they 
never  refuse  a  paper.  However,  they  are  quick 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


She    represents    Puerto    Rican    youth. 


157 


The   Calvary  Mennonite  Church  at  La  Plata. 

Calvary  Mennonite  Church 
La  Plata,  Puerto  Rico 


The  church  at  La  Plata  celebrated  its  sec- 
ond anniversary  on  October  12,  1949.  It  was 
slightly  over  two  years  ago  that  the  first  mis- 
sionaries were  sent  to  La  Plata  to  begin 
evangelistic  work.  Now  there  are  four  mis- 
sionaries living  at  the  La  Plata  station:  two 
workers  give  part  time  to  the  evangelistic  and 
medical  work  at  the  Rabanal  outstation,  the 
pastor,  and  a  native  worker,  who  assists  there. 
God  has  opened  to  our  church  a  large  field  of 
opportunity  in  the  La  Plata  Valley  and  sur- 
rounding communities,  and  our  prayer  is 
that  we  might  be  used  in  accomplishing  His 
purpose  here. 

In  the  months  of  January  and  February 
members  and  converts  of  the  church  at  La 
Plata  were  privileged  to  attend  Bible  Institute 
held  at  the  newly  opened  station  at  Palo  Hin- 
cado.  Much  spiritual  help  was  received  in  the 
various  studies  taught  by  the  missionaries. 
In  the  month  of  March  the  first  annual  con- 
ference of  our  churches  was  held  at  La  Plata. 

On  April  3,  1949,  a  class  of  eight  converts 
received  water  baptism.  Also  during  the 
month  of  April  a  series  of  evangelistic  meet- 
ings was  held  with  Brother  Alberto  Espada 
serving  as  evangelist. 

In  April  Brother  Lester  Hershey  and  family 
left  for  their  furlough.  Over  the  summer 
months  Brother  and  Sister  Wilbur  Nachtigall, 
newly    arrived    missionaries,    served    the   La 


Plata  congregation.  In  October  Brother  and 
Sister  Paul  Lauver  assumed  the  responsibili- 
ties of  the  work  at  La  Plata. 

Two  weeks  of  summer  Bible  school  were 
held  with  an  average  attendance  of  173  and  a 
high  of  189.  Brother  Justus  Holsinger  served 
as  director  of  the  Bible  school  and  was  as- 
sisted by  American  and  Puerto  Rican  teachers. 
Sister  Lois  Gunden  also  came  to  La  Plata  to 
spend  the  summer  assisting  in  the  evange- 
listic work  and  teaching  language  to  some 
of  the  workers. 

Paul  Santos,  a  young  member  of  the 
church,  left  for  Goshen  College  this  last  fall 
to  continue  his  studies  in  preparation  for  mis- 
sion work.  Two  members  of  the  church  are 
attending  the  Baptist  High  School  at  Bar- 
ranquitas,  Puerto  Rico. 

May  you  continue  to  pray  for  the  new 
Christians  and  converts  at  this  place,  as  well 
as  the  many  people  of  the  community  who 
are  yet  indifferent  to  the  Gospel. 

La  Plata,  Puerto  Rico. 

Clinic  at  Bethania  (Continued) 
to  add  to  their  "I  don't  know  how  to  read," 
"But  there  is  someone  at  home  who  reads." 

As  we  minister  to  the  physical  needs  of  our 
people,  will  you  pray  that  we  may  never  for- 
get their  greatest  need — a  sick  soul! 

Pulguillas,  Puerto  Rico. 
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The  Work  at  Rabanal 


By  Linda  Reimer 


first 


HTHIS  is  the 
-*■  Rabanal    since 
church  on  October  3, 


report  on  the  work  at 
the  dedication  of  the 
.  1948.  Formerly,  Brother 
Lester  T.  Hershey  was  holding  meetings  in 
a  small  rented  building.  After  the  dedication 
of  the  chapel,  when  the  people  realized  that 
the  "evangelicos"  had  come  to  Rabanal  to 
stay,  some  of  the  Catholic  opponents  were 
quite  hostile  and  thought  we  were  usurpers. 
During  the  evangelistic  services  that  followed 
they  would  gather  in  large  groups  and  march 
past  the  church  singing  their  Catholic  chants. 
Many  of  these  same  people  who  at  first  were 
hostile  have  now  become  our  friends. 

On  March  27,  1949,  the  first  ten  believers 
were  received  into  church  membership,  form- 
ing the  nucleus  of  this  new  church.  Just  be- 
fore the  baptismal  services  two  of  the  candi- 
dates who  had  been  living  together  for  ten 
years  were  married,  realizing  that  this  was  a 
necessary  step  for  them  to  take  before  bap- 
tism. However,  these  two  have  not  remained 
faithful. 

Later,  another  man,  a  t.b.  patient  receiving 
treatment  at  La  Plata,  asked  to  have  Brother 
Paul  Lauver,  who  is  now  the  pastor,  come  to 
his  home  to  perform  the  marriage  ceremony. 
This  man  and  his  wife  had  been  living  to- 
gether for  fifteen  years.  Although  as  yet  he 
is  not  a  member  of  the  church,  he  has  be- 
come a  Christian  and  attends  our  services 
faithfully. 

Once  every  month  Brother  Lauver  comes 
up  to  serve  the  people  at  their  Sunday  morn- 
ing worship.  On  the  other  Sundays  of  the 
month  a  native  lay  worker  conducts  the  serv- 
ices. Our  average  attendance  on  Sunday 
mornings  has  been  fifty-three.  There  is  a 
great  variation  because  of  rainy  weather. 
In  quite  a  few  cases  the  parents  permit  their 
children  to  attend  but  do  not  come  them- 
selves. When  the  attendance  at  Sunday  school 
ranges  from  seventy  to  eighty,  our  little  chapel 
is  quite  inadequate  for  space. 

Every  Wednesday  night  Brother  Lauver 
goes  up  by  horse  to  hold  a  midweek  Bible 
study  preceded  by  instruction  for  the  new 
converts. 

Our  first  clinic  was  March  29,  1949.  It  is 
a  long  way  to  walk  to  the  clinic  at  La  Plata, 
especially  when  one  is  ill,  and  when  the  river 


must  be  crossed.  Dr.  Charles  Hertzler  and 
Dr.  Fred  Swartzendruber  were  there  to  open 
this  work.  That  first  day  only  twelve  pa- 
tients came,  but  this  number  kept  mounting 
steadily  until  it  reached  its  peak — sixty.  Dr. 
Swartzendruber  comes  up  by  horse  every  two 
weeks  to  hold  an  afternoon  clinic.  The  pa- 
tients at  this  clinic  are  examined  and  med- 
icines are  prescribed.  Any  patients  that  need 
hospitalization  or  X  rays  are  referred  to  the 
clinic  at  La  Plata. 


Frederick    Swartzendruber,   M.D.,   a   Mennoniie 
Relief  Committee  worker,  examines  an  X   ray. 


Marjorie  Shantz  and  I  are  up  at  Rabanal 
every  Sunday  and  every  other  week  on  Mon- 
day, Tuesday,  and  Wednesday.  During  this 
time  many  come  to  us  for  medical  aid.  Since 
we  have  received  our  midwifery  licenses,  we 
also  have  a  small  share  in  helping  in  this 
manner. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  when  several 
diphtheria  cases  were  discovered,  three  hun- 
dred children  were  inoculated  against  this 
disease. 

Since  March  29,  1949,  to  the  end  of  the 
year,  six  hundred  and  seventy-two  patients 
were  taken  care  of  at  the  biweekly  clinics, 
excluding  the  inoculations  and  the  numerous 
patients  that  come  to  us  on  other  occasions. 
The  medical  aid  has  proved  to  be  one  of  the 
quickest  methods  in  gaining  the  confidence 
and  friendship  of  many.  Although  each  pa- 
tient that  comes  receives  the  Gospel  in  some 
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printed  form,  we  often  feel  that  we  should 
do  more.  But  God  has  mysterious  ways  of 
telling  His  message  and  He  can  talk  with  the 
hands  as  well  as  with  the  tongue.  He  speaks 
a  universal  language  that  needs  no  words. 
They  want  medicine  with  love  and  "love 
never  fails!" 

Our  children's  meetings,  begun  this  year, 
have  been  very  encouraging;  from  thirty  to 
sixty  children  attend.  Quite  a  few  children 
come  that  do  not  attend  the  Sunday  school. 
We  here  have  an  opportunity  to  give  the 
Gospel  to  these  that  we  could  not  reach  other- 
wise. Some  never  fail  to  come  no  matter  how 
the  weather  may  be.  Long  before  the  meeting 
is  to  begin  the  children  start  gathering  and 
at  the  tinkle  of  the  first  bell  they  rush  to  the 
church  door  with  eagerness  and  enthusiasm. 
Many  of  these  children  are  very  retarded. 
There  is  only  a  second  grade  school  in  this 
area  and  each  child  can  only  attend  for  half 
a    day   because   of   the   crowded   conditions. 


Many  are  not  attending  any  school  because 
of  the  distance  to  a  higher  grade  unit.  A 
grade  school  in  this  area  would  offer  a  won- 
derful opportunity  in  reaching  many  of  these 
Catholic  children. 

On  April  11,  1949,  the  women's  meetings 
were  begun.  These  are  being  held  every 
other  Monday.  Quite  often  the  mothers  bring 
their  babies  and  smallest  children  with  them. 
This  urges  us  to  teach  them  the  Christian 
parent's  responsibility. 

We  were  privileged  to  have  Miss  Lois  Gun- 
den  help  us  with  our  Bible  school  last  sum- 
mer. With  her  fluency  in  the  Spanish 
language  she  was  of  great  help  to  us.  Solici- 
tation work  was  done  from  house  to  house 
before  the  Bible  school  opened.  In  spite  of 
rainy  weather  we  had  an  average  attendance 
of  eighty-three  children  that  are  not  attending 
the  regular  services  in  the  church.  With  this 
large  number  attending  we  were  unable  to 
have  all  the  classes  in  our  chapel.   One  class 


The  Rabanal  Church  which  is  reached  by  horseback. 
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met  in  a  tent  that  was  pitched  alongside  the 
chapel,  and  another  in  a  garage  about  one 
fourth  of  a  mile  away.  During  the  last  week 
of  Bible  school,  evangelistic  meetings  were 
conducted  by  Brother  Wilbur  Nachtigall. 
During  these  services  nine  persons  accepted 
Christ  as  their  personal  Saviour.  The  last 
night  of  the  services  the  church  was  packed 
to  overflowing. 

The  children  and  parents  learned  many 
new  choruses.  One  day  when  visiting  we 
encountered  three  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
community  together  in  a  home.  They  were 
very  friendly  to  us  and  gladly  accepted  the 
El  Heraldo  Evangelico  as  we  handed  it  to 
them.  A  little  later  as  we  passed  the  house 
again  on  our  way  back  we  heard  the  three 
men  singing  "I  Will  Follow  Jesus." 


One  of  the  poorer  homes. 

Some  time  ago  we  became  aware  of  the 
fact  that  three  of  our  young  church  members 
were  spending  much  of  their  time  on  Satur- 
days and  Sundays  gambling.  They  gambled 
away  the  few  pennies  they  had  earned  during 
the  week.  A  little  boy  or  girl  can  earn  twenty 
cents  per  day  running  errands  for  the  workers 
in  the  tobacco  and  sugar  cane  fields.  The 
men  with  whom  they  gambled  seemed  to 
have  no  conscience  against  robbing  these 
youngsters  of  their  money.  We  here  saw  the 
need  of  teaching  wholesome  recreation  to  our 
young  people.  This  instigated  the  young 
people's  meetings  that  are  now  being  held 
every  two  weeks.   The  very  simplest  game  is 


not  too  simple  for  them.  Even  the  adults 
seem  to  enjoy  them  to  their  hearts'  content. 
At  these  gatherings  we  always  take  the  op- 
portunity of  having  a  devotional  period  with 
them. 

The  Rabanal  church  grounds  consist  of 
about  one  acre  of  land.  This  land  was  do- 
nated to  the  church  by  a  non-Christian  Puerto 
Rican.  Although  this  land  is  on  a  hillside 
and  has  quite  a  few  large  rocks,  the  soil  is 
fertile,  and  we  are  trying  to  utilize  it.  We 
have  planted  some  vegetables  on  it  and  have 
also  started  a  small  banana  plantation  of  315 
plants.  The  plants  were  donated  by  a  Catholic 
friend.  The  supervision  of  the  planting  and 
a  considerable  amount  of  the  work  was  done 
by  one  of  our  faithful  church  members. 

One  of  the  handicaps  of  working  at  Rabanal 
is  the  difficulty  of  reaching  this  place.  By 
horse  trail  it  is  only  four  miles  from  La  Plata. 
During  the  long  rainy  season  the  paths  are 
very  muddy  and  the  river  is  quite  high  at 
times.  By  car  it  is  twenty-one  miles  from  La 
Plata.  Many  times  the  last  four  miles  are 
impassable  except  by  jeep,  and  quite  often 
even  the  jeep  cannot  make  three  fourths  of 
the  last  mile.  However,  many  willing  helpers 
are  usually  at  hand  to  help  carry  our  clinic 
and  household  supplies  the  rest  of  the  way. 

The  little  church  building  serves  many 
purposes.  All  services  and  activities  are  held 
in  it,  and  it  likewise  serves  as  our  home  dur- 
ing the  days  we  are  up  there. 

The  people  of  Rabanal  are  perhaps  some- 
what different  because  of  the  secluded  life 
they  live  back  in  the  hills.  They  are  a  very 
simple  folk.  Many  go  barefooted,  even  the 
men.  They  are  very  suspicious  and  one  must 
first  gain  their  confidence.  They  have  many 
superstitions.  Not  long  ago  a  man  was  killed 
not  far  from  the  church.  Where  he  fell  as  the 
bullet  hit  him,  a  cross  was  put  up.  Everyone 
immediately  moved  out  of  the  house  where  it 
happened  and  the  house  was  torn  down.  At 
times  many  of  the  men  find  occasion  to  use 
defense  weapons  hid  under  their  shirts. 

There  was  no  church  in  this  area  until  this 
one  was  built.  They  received  no  medical 
care  unless  they  went  to  La  Plata  or  Cidra. 
It  has  no  public  medical  center  as  in  most 
areas.  It  has  only  a  second  grade  school.  There 
is  no  good  road  on  which  public  vehicles  can 
travel.  However,  a  government  milk  station 
has  been  opened  in  the  last  few  months. 

(Concluded  on  page  190) 
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Evangelism  at  Palo  Hincado 

By  Wilbur  Nachtigall 


(The    following   are   excerpts   from   a    report 
by   T.   K.    Hershey,    November   15— March    31, 
1949) 

"TVTOVEMBER  15,  1948,  an  evangelistic 
■*■  ^  campaign  began  at  Palo  Hincado 
....  The  preaching  services  were  divided 
between  three  minister-missionaries — T.  K. 
Hershey,  Paul  Lauver,  and  Lester  Hershey." 
The  meetings  were  of  thirteen  evenings'  dura- 
tion. "One  of  the  outstanding  visible  results 
was  thirty  confessions — nineteen  from  Palo 
Hincado,  eight  from  La  Plata,  and  three  from 
Pulguillas  district.  .  .  .  November  28,  1948, 
the  first  Sunday  after  the  series,  .  .  .  the  total 
attendance  was  forty-three  in  the  morning. 
In  the  evening  .  .  .  about  fifty  were  present. 
.  .  .  From  January  4  to  February  10,  1949,  a 
Bible  Institute  was  held.  .  .  .  The  Sunday 
school  began  November  28,  1949.  .  .  .  The 
attendance  ran  from  twenty  to  forty-three." 
The  average  attendance  at  Sunday  school 
during  the  period  of  November  15,  1948,  to 
March  31,  1949,  was  thirty. 

April  1,  1949  to  September  30,  1949 

Wilbur  and  Grace  Nachtigall  were  given 
pastoral  charge  at  Palo  Hincado  on  April  3. 
They  lived  at  La  Plata  and  drove  to  Palo 
Hincado,  a  distance  of  twenty  miles,  for  serv- 
ices. 

April  17,  1949,  a  branch  Sunday  school 
was  begun  at  Cuchilla,  a  near-by  district  lo- 
cated away  from  the  main  road. 

After  one  month  of  work  at  Palo  Hincado 
the  Nachtigalls  were  withdrawn  from  this 
area  and  assigned  pastoral  charge  at  La  Plata. 

During  May,  June,  July,  August,  and  Sep- 
tember the  Sunday  school  and  evangelistic 
work  was  carried  on  with  native  workers 
under  the  direction  of  Nortell  and  Elda 
Troyer. 

The  average  Sunday-school  attendance 
during  March,  April,  and  May  was  24.2; 
June,  July,  and  August,  15.6. 

October  1,  1949  to  December  31,  1949 

The  Nachtigalls  were  reassigned  to  Palo 
Hincado.  On  September  22  they  moved  into 
the  same  building  where  services  are  held. 

Sunday  school  and  church  attendance  had 
dropped.    Contact  was  attempted  with  the 


nineteen  persons  who  made  confessions  of 
faith  in  November,  1948,  ten  months  previ- 
ous. It  was  found  that  seven  had  moved  out 
of  the  community,  several  having  gone  to 
the  United  States.  Nearly  all  of  the  others 
had  lost  interest  in  the  church,  and  several 
were  decidedly  negative  in  their  attitudes 
toward  the  church.  To  date  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  re-establish  their  interest;  and  of 
these  original  nineteen  persons  who  made 
confessions,  only  two  are  faithful  in  their  at- 
tendance. 

Regular  services  conducted  at  Palo  Hincado 
are:  morning  worship,  9:30  a.m.,  Sunday; 
Bible  school,  10:05  a.m.,  Sunday;  children's 
meeting,  6:30  p.m.,  Sunday;  and  evangelistic 
meeting,  7:00  p.m., 
Sunday.  The  average 
attendance  is  40.6. 

Bible  school  is  con- 
ducted in  a  home  at 
Cuchilla  every  Sun- 
day afternoon  at  2:00 
p.m.  The  average  at- 
tendance the  first 
quarter  was  27;  the 
second  quarter,  40; 
the  third  quarter, 
36.7. 

There  were  ten  coi 
»sions  of  faith  in  No- 
vember and  December.  The  confessions  of 
faith  in  January,  1950,  were  fifteen,  with  an 
average  Sunday-school  attendance  of  38.4. 
Three  converts'  classes,  meeting  in  the  homes, 
were  begun. 

Observations 

There  has  been  an  encouraging  response 
to  the  Gospel  among  the  children  and  teen- 
age boys;  a  fair  response  among  the  men  con- 
tacted; little  response  from  teen-age  girls  and 
women.  It  is  still  too  early  at  this  point  to  be 
able  to  determine  whether  the  Palo  Hincado 
area  will  produce  a  church  of  faithful  and 
firm  believers. 

From  the  experiences  of  the  last  year  it 
would  seem  that  it  is  inadvisable  to  begin  a 
new  station  with  a  series  of  meetings  if  it  is 


Wilbur      and      Grace 
Kauffman    Nachtigall. 
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impossible  to  provide  adequate  follow-up  for 
the  converts  of  these  meetings.  Likewise,  a 
work  that  is  being  carried  on  without  the 
missionaries  living  at  the  station  at  least  a 
part  of  the  time  is  laboring  under  decided 
handicap. 

Consideration  in  Prospective  Planning 

The  Palo  Hincado  and  the  Cuchilla  com- 
munities are  distinctly  different,  Cuchilla  be- 
ing decidedly  more  rural  in  nature  than  Palo 
Hincado.  Where  in  this  total  area  should  our 
mission  establish  its  church-centered  brother- 
hood? in  more  urban  Palo  Hincado,  or  in 
more  rural  Cuchilla? 

a.  How  much  of  the  growth  at  Palo  Hin- 
cado of  the  last  three  months  is  genuine  and 
will  bring  forth  real  fruit  for  the  Gospel 
in  the  face  of  satanic  opposition? 


b.  In  which  of  the  two  areas  under  con- 
sideration, Palo  Hincado  and  Cuchilla,  are 
we,  as  a  mission,  best  qualified  in  the  labor 
of  winning  souls  and  helping  them  to  grow 
in  grace,  knowledge,  and  service  in  God's 
kingdom,  building  themselves  into  a  strong 
spiritual  brotherhood? 

c.  What  is  the  attitude  of  the  Baptist  Mis- 
sion toward  our  work,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  we  are  working  in  a  territory  where  they 
have  labored  for  many  years;  and,  what  will 
be  their  reactions  as  we  intensify  our  efforts 
in  evangelism? 

Is  it  advisable  to  extend  other  phases  of 
our  mission  work  in  Puerto  Rico,  namely, 
medical  and  educational,  to  this  outstation? 

Palo  Hincado,  Puerto  Rico. 


First  Annual  Meeting  of  Churches 

By  Paul  Lauver 


"ARCH  18-20,  1949,  the  first  annual 
meeting  of  our  churches  in  Puerto  Rico 
was  held  at  the  Calvary  Mennonite  Church 
in  the  La  Plata  Valley.  Groups  attended  this 
conference  from  the  areas  of  La  Plata,  Pul- 
guillas,  Palo  Hincado,  and  Rabanal. 

We  appreciated  having  Brother  and  Sister 
T.  K.  Hershey  with  us  for  this  first  annual 
meeting.  Brother  Hershey  served  as  modera- 
tor of  the  conference,  and  the  planning  com- 
mittee was  composed  of  the  brethren  Lester 
T.  Hershey,  Paul  Lauver,  and  Nortell  Troyer. 

The  purpose  of  this  conference  was  three- 
fold: (1)  to  bring  our  Christians  together  in 
such  a  way  that  all  may  realize  the  joy  of 
fellowship  one  with  another  in  the  Lord;  (2) 
to  acquaint  our  people  with  the  home  organi- 
zation of  our  church  as  well  as  with  the  mis- 
sionary activity  at  home  and  abroad;  (3)  to 
bring  inspirational  messages  on  vital  Bible 
doctrines  such  as  prayer,  the  Holy  Spirit,  non- 
conformity, nonresistance,  and  practical  mes- 
sages on  the  Christian  home.  The  subjects 
were  well  presented  and  well  covered  by  the 
various  ones  who  took  part  in  the  program. 

The  expenses  of  the  conference  were  all 
taken  care  of  by  the  offering  of  over  $100.00 
which  was  lifted  at  the  last  session  of  the 
conference. 

One  session  of  the  conference  was  dedicated 
to  the  young  people  of  the  church.  The  serv- 
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An  example  of  a  Puerto  Kican  home  built  on  a 
steep  incline. 


ice  was  in  charge  of  our  Puerto  Rican  young 
people  and  the  closing  message  was  brought 
by  Brother  Alberto  Espada,  a  minister  of  the 
Alliance  Church  in  Puerto  Rico. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


The  Bible  Institute 


An  Avenue  of  Training  Workers 
By  Lester  T.  Hershey 

THE  possibilities  of  a  Bible  institute  in 
Puerto  Rico  have  not,  as  yet,  been 
fully  explored.  But,  as  the  Lord  lays  it  on  our 
hearts,  we  shall  endeavor  to  make  it  fulfill  a 
goodly  place  among  us. 

Our  second  Bible  institute  was  held  with 
the  new  work  at  Palo  Hincado,  a  community 
of  Barranquitas,  during  January  4  to  February 
10.  Young  people  from  La  Plata,  Rabanal, 
Pulguillas,  Palo  Hincado,  and  Cuchilla  met 
twice  a  week  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  for 
two  hours  and  a  half.  They  came  in  trucks 
and  cars  and  on  foot. 

Fifty-nine  registered  in  the  courses  given. 
Since  final  examinations  were  optional,  only 
thirty-eight  took  them.  These  were  interested 
in  gaining  credit  toward  a  certificate  which 
we  are  offering.  Among  the  registered  stu- 
dents we  found  nine  Sunday-school  officers, 
eleven  teachers  in  our  Sunday  schools,  and 
seven  who  had  already  filed  conscientious  ob- 
jector papers.  Some  of  these  already  had  their 
IV-E  classifications.  Not  all  the  students  were 
members  of  our  church.  But  practically  all 
present  had  made  a  public  acknowledgment 
of  the  Lord  as  Saviour. 

The  courses  of  study  and  their  teachers 
were  as  follows:  "Study  of  the  Gospel  of 
Luke,"  by  Beulah  Litwiller;  "Nonresistance," 
by  Paul  Lauver;  "Teaching  in  our  Sunday 
Schools,"  by  T.  K.  Hershey;  and  "Personal 


Work,"  by  Lester  T.  Hershey.  The  courses 
were  arranged  so  that  the  first-year  students 
took  the  easiest,  while  second-year  students 
took  the  more  advanced. 

In  our  evening  school  we  began  with  an 
inspiring  period  of  song  service.  Scripture 
was  read  and  prayer  was  offered  by  some 
student.  Then  two  classes  met  for  forty-min- 
ute periods.  After  five  minutes  of  recess  two 
other  classes  met.  We  all  gathered  together 
for  the  closing  announcements  and  benedic- 
tion. 

We  had  an  informal  social  the  last  night 
we  met.  We  sang,  testified  of  the  help  the 
Bible  institute  gave  us,  prayed  together,  and 
felt  uplifted  to  serve  the  Lord  better.  After 
this  we  served  hot  chocolate  and  cookies.  Al- 
ready this  year  the  young  people  are  asking 
about  the  Bible  institute.  They  seemed  to 
enjoy  it  and  look  forward  to  it  eagerly.  We 
feel  that  it  is  a  MUST  among  the  various 
avenues  of  teaching  through  our  churches. 

Pulguillas,  Puerto  Rico. 


First  Annual  Meeting  (Continued) 

We  thank  the  Lord  for  the  blessings  re- 
ceived through  this  gathering  of  Christians 
in  such  a  meeting.  We  pray  that  as  the 
churches  grow  in  number,  and  spiritually, 
this  annual  meeting  may  become  a  truly  use- 
ful instrument  in  God's  hand  for  the  blessing 
of  the  church  in  Puerto  Rico. 

La  Plata,  Puerto  Rico. 


Lester  T.  and  Alta  Good  Hershey,  who  are  serving  their  second  term  in  Puerto  Rico. 
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Work  Among  the  Women 
at  La  Plata  and  Rabanal 

By  Marjorie  Shantz 

THE  women  of  Puerto  Rico,  even  the 
Christians,  lack  a  knowledge  of  their 
responsibility  to  their  children  in  the  spiritual 
and  physical  realm. 

In  January,  1949,  our  women's  work  was 
started  in  La  Plata  under  the  leadership  of 
Mrs.  T.  K.  Hershey.  We  were  very  fortunate 
in  having  an  experienced  missionary  helping 
us  organize  and  conduct  our  meetings  at  the 
beginning.  Three  months  later  the  work 
among  the  women  at  Rabanal  was  begun. 
By  means  of  these  contacts  with  the  women 
and  girls,  we  have  won  their  friendship  and 
confidence,  thus  making  them  more  receptive 
to  the  message  of  salvation. 

At  the  present  time  we  have  our  meetings 
every  other  week,  on  Saturday  afternoon  in 
La  Plata  and  Monday  afternoon  at  Rabanal. 
Very  few  of  the  La  Plata  women  have  work 
outside  of  their  homes  on  Saturday,  but  in 
Rabanal  Monday  afternoon  is  often  a  very 
busy  time.  Many  of  the  women,  however, 
come  directly  from  the  field,  taking  off  an 
hour  and  a  half  to  attend  the  women's  meet- 
ing. The  man  for  whom  they  work,  although 
a  Catholic,  allows  them  time  off  to  attend  the 
meeting.  We  are  most  grateful  for  his  con- 
sideration and  hope  that  his  friendliness  will 
continue.  Since  nearly  all  our  women  work 
for  the  same  man,  it  would  be  almost  im- 
possible to  carry  on  our  work  with  the  women 
at  certain  times  of  the  year  if  this  liberty'  were 
not  permitted. 

Besides  our  devotional  talks  and  flannel- 
graph  stories,  we  have  personal  hygiene  talks, 
prenatal  care,  care  of  babies,  and  nutritional 
talks  by  the  Unit  nutritionist.  Every  third 
meeting  is  usually  the  day  for  sewing.  We 
make  baby  quilts,  repair  used  clothing,  and 
teach  them  how  to  make  simple  articles  of 
clothing.  They  are  willing  and  anxious  to 
attempt  anything,  but  need  much  supervision. 

These  meetings  afford  a  wonderful  op- 
portunity for  giving  the  Gospel  to  those  who 
will  not  come  to  our  other  worship  services. 
Some,  who  were  very  hostile  to  our  work  at 
first,  gradually  began  coming  to  the  women's 
meetings  and  now  are  willing  to  listen  to  the 
Gospel  in  their  homes  or  attend  the  other 
church  services. 


First  Mennonite  Boys'  Camp 
By  Paul  Lauver 

THE  first  Boys'  Camp  for  our  communities 
was  held  July  11-16,  1949,  at  the  McLean 
Campgrounds  near  the  city  of  Bayamon, 
Puerto  Rico.  Twenty-two  boys  signed  up  and 
attended  the  camp  from  the  communities  of 
La  Plata  and  Pulguillas.  Justus  Holsinger, 
Wilbur  Nachtigall,  Paul  Lauver,  Nortell 
Troyer,  John  Brandeberry,  Grace  Nachtigall, 
and  Lois  Lauver  from  La  Plata  and  Pulguillas 
assisted  in  the  camp. 

Each  morning  the  boys  spent  two  hours 
in  Bible  classes.  Paul  Lauver  taught  a  class  in 
which  a  general  study  of  the  Bible  was  made 
to  enable  the  boys  to  become  better  acquainted 
with  the  Scriptures  and  to  study  them  more 
objectively.  Wilbur  Nachtigall  taught  the 
other  class  in  which  stress  was  placed  on  the 
practical  application  of  the  Scriptures  to  every- 
day living.  He  used  object  lessons  to  clarify 
these  principles  of  Christian  living. 

The  first  day  in  crafts  class  each  boy  chose 
a  project  in  wall  motto  woodworking.  On 
the  last  day  the  mottoes  were  judged  on  the 
basis  of  good  workmanship,  and  recognition 
was  given  to  the  best  ones. 

The  afternoons  were  set  aside  for  recreation 
under  the  leadership  of  John  Brandeberry. 
The  boys  spent  one  hour  each  day  in  physical 
labor  on  the  campgrounds,  helping  with  many 
jobs  which  needed  to  be  taken  care  of  as  a 
small  token  of  appreciation  for  the  free  use 
of  the  camp. 

We  were  fortunate  in  having  an  experi- 
enced missionary  from  Argentina,  Brother 
Samuel  Mac  Williams  of  the  Disciples  Mission, 
speak  to  the  boys  on  three  occasions.  His 
messages  were  vital  to  the  young  men  who 
were  privileged  to  hear  him. 

The  fine  leadership  and  planning  of  Brother 
Holsinger  and  the  true  Christian  spirit  among 
the  boys  who  attended  was  evident  through- 
out the  camp.  We  look  forward  to  next  sum- 
mer with  interest,  especially  as  we  expect 
boys  from  our  other  preaching  points  as  well 
as  La  Plata  and  Pulguillas  to  attend. 

La  Plata,  Puerto  Rico. 

We  pray  that  these  meetings  will  continue 
to  be  an  avenue  through  which  we  can  give 
the  message  of  God's  love,  and  that  many 
will  learn  to  know  His  Son  as  their  Redeemer 
and  Friend.  La  Plata,  Puerto  Rico. 
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The  Building  Program 


By  Elmer  R.  Springer 


HpHE  beginning  of  the  year  found  those 
■*■  who  were  responsible  for  the  building 
program  concentrating  their  efforts  on  getting 
the  plans  finished  for  the  new  church  building 
at  Pulguillas.  On  February  14  the  plans 
were  accepted  and  we  were  given  the  permit 
to  start  building. 

We  cut  down  trees,  did  some  leveling,  and 
were  just  starting  to  dig  the  trenches  for  the 
foundation  when  Brother  John  Hertzler  of 
Morgantown,  Pennsylvania,  came  to  Puerto 
Rico  to  help  us  with  the  work. 

We  appreciated  very  much  Brother  Hertz- 
ler's  willingness  to  help,  and  we  were  glad 
that  he  so  ably  supervised  the  work  while 
he  was  with  us.  There  was  always  a  very  good 
working  relationship  between  Brother  Hertz- 
ler and  our  Puerto  Rican  workers  and  the 
work  progressed  very  nicely,  even  with  the 
language  handicaps. 

After  the  walls  of  the  church  were  up  and 
the  roof  poured,  Brother  Hertzler  felt  that 
he  must  return  home  to  attend  to  the  many 
duties  awaiting  him  there.  When  he  left  in 
June,  we  lost  some  very  valuable  help  in 
that  we  would  not  be  able  to  counsel  with  him 
in  the  problems  that  would  naturally  come 
up  as  the  building  progressed.  We  do  ap 
preciate  very  much  the  help  received  from 
him. 

The  work  seemed  to  progress  rather  slowly 
as  much  of  it  was  new  experience  for  us  as 


well  as  the  workmen.  So  we  learned  to- 
gether. 

The  benches  and  pulpit  were  made  in  our 
workshop.  Much  of  the  lumber  used  was 
unplaned — just  as  it  comes  from  the  sawmill 
— and  we  had  to  prepare  it  with  a  hand  plane 
and  a  small  electric  sander. 

Our  church  was  dedicated  on  September 
4,  and  Brother  J.  A.  Heiser,  Fisher,  Illinois, 
used  as  his  text,  "Except  the  Lord  build  the 
house,  they  labour  in  vain  that  build  it." 
We  could  see  many  times  the  Lord's  leading 
in  the  work.  We  are  grateful  that  we  were 
able  to  finish  the  building  without  injuries  to 
any  of  the  workmen. 

It  was  so  interesting  to  see  the  different 
attitudes  the  men  took  as  they  entered  the 
building,  One  man  especially,  who  practices 
a  different  religion,  always  removed  his  hat 
and  laid  it  by  the  door  as  he  entered  the  audi- 
torium. 

There  was  some  finishing  work  to  be  done 
inside  the  building  after  dedication  services. 
After  all  the  sidewalks  and  steps  to  the  church 
had  been  built,  and  all  leveling  and  sodding 
of  the  lawn  finished,  the  next  job  on  the  build- 
ing program  was  some  work  on  the  old  build- 
ing to  make  it  more  suitable  for  a  school.  The 
main  room  was  divided  by  a  wall  of  plywood 
panels  which  can  be  removed  for  programs  or 
young  people's  activities.  As  this  building  has 
(Concluded  on  page  190) 
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Puerto  Rico  Financial  Report 


Treasurer's  Report 


July  1,  1948— June  30,  1949 


Receipts  Disbursements 


Balance  on  hand  (cash  &  bank 


deposit) 

$3230.30 

Received  during  the  year 

25219.46 

Missionary  allowance  and 

passage 

$8394.72 

Rent 

400.00 

Furnishings  for  single  girls' 

cottages 

621.20 

General  Mission 

1164.70 

Evangelistic 

1000.59 

Educational 

IB62.38 

Medical 

1241.22 

Tools  and  Eguipment 

155.64 

Insurance,  license,  gas  &  oil 

for  truck 

437.13 

Labor  &  material  for  mainte- 

nance and  new  buildings 

10258.86 

Eguipment  for  new  church 

150.75 

Miscellaneous 

425.68 

25812.95 

Cash  balance — on  hand  and 

in  bank 

2636.81 

$28449.76 

$28449.76 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Elmer   R.    Springer,   Treasurer. 


Auditors'  Report 

Mennonite  Board  of  Missions  and  Charities 
Elkhart,  Indiana 
Dear  Brethren: 

We,  the  auditors  appointed  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Mennonite  Church  of  Puerto  Rico,  for 
the  months  of  July  1,  1948,  to  July  1,  1949,  have 
checked  over  the  accounts  and  records  of  the  treas- 
urer and  likewise  the  bank  balance  of  all  funds,  and 
we  find  that  the  balance  in  the  treasurer's  books 
agrees  with  the  balance  in  the  bank,  which  amounts 
to  $2635.81.  Auditing  Committee: 

Wilbur   Nachtigall, 
Marjorie    Shantz, 
Mrs.   Nortell   Troyer. 


Report  of  the  Auditing 
Committee,  1949 

Year  ending  June  30,    1949 
MISSION  FUND: 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1948  $782.66 

Total   receipts   July    1,    1948-49  15382.63 


Total  expenditures  from  July,  1948-49 
Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1949 

BUILDING  FUND: 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1948  $369.34 

Total  receipts  July   1,   1948-49  8766.40 


Total  expenditures  from  July,   1948-49 
Total  deficit  as  of  July  1,  1949 

SPECIAL  FUNDS: 

Church  Building  bal.  July  1,   1948     $475.00 
Receipts    July    1,    1948-49  455.72 


$16165.28 
14810.57 

$1354.71 


$9135.74 
10851.63 

$1715.89 


Balance  on  hand  July   1,    1949 

Church  Eguipment  bal.  July  1,  1948     800.00 

Receipt  for  sale  of  chairs  40.20 


840.20 
150.75 


494.80 
574.52 


Total  expenditures  July  1,   1948-49 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1949 
Hospital  balance  July  1,  1948 
Total  receipts  July  1,  1948-49 


Balance  on  hand  July  1,   1949 

Hospital  Eguipment  bal.  July  1,  1948  308.50 

No  change  in  this  fund 

Total  balance  on  hand  July  1,  1949 

TOTAL  OF  ALL  FUNDS: 

Mission   fund   balance  $1354.71 

Special  fund  balance  2997.99 

Less  deficit  of  building  fund 

Total  balance  on  hand  July  1,  1949 

Petty  Cash  balance  July  1,  1949 
Bank  deposits  on  hand  July  1,  1949 
Check  balance  of  July  1,  1949 


930.72 


689.45 


1069.32 
308.50 


$2997.99 


$4352.70 

1715.89 

$2636.81 

175.20 

20.36 

2441.17 

$2636.81 


For  such  as  these  Christ  died. 


Total  balance  on  hand  July  1,  1949 

We,  the  undersigned  auditing  committee  for  the 
fiscal  year  July  1,  1948,  to  July  1,  1949,  do  certify 
that  this  report  is  correct. 

Wilbur  Nachtigall, 
Mrs.  B.  N.  Troyer, 
Marjorie   Shantz. 
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Tabulations  of  the 
Puerto  Rican  Mennonite  Church,  1949 
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Paul   Lauver,    Pastor 

Lois   Lauver 

George   D.   Troyer  (M.D.) 

Kathryn  S.  Troyer 

Pulguillas 

Elmer  Springer 

"Bethany" 

51 

9 

3 

$357.05 

114 

$376.65 

95 

4 

6 

40 

Clara  Springer 
Beulah  Litwiller 
Marie  Yoder 
Nortell  Troyer 
Elda  K.  Troyer 

Asomante 

1 

Paul  Lauver 

La  Plata 

"Calvary"  48         8 


1     $355.33       61     $147.02     173 


18 


Lester   T.   Hershey,   Pastor 

Alta  Hershey 

Linda  Reimer 

Marjorie  Shantz 

Wilbur    &    Grace    Nachtigall 


Rabanal 
"Good 

Shepherd"     10       10 

$160.25 

53 

83 

2 

2       16 

Lester  T.  Hershey 
Marjorie  Shantz 
Angel    Rivera 
Melguiades  Santiago 

Salto 

21 

1 

Paul   Santos 

Palo  Hincado 

27 

2 

Wilbur   Nachtigall,   Pastor 
Grace    Nachtigall 
Jose  Delgado 
Rosalina  Ortiz 
Nortell  &  Elda  Troyer 

Cuchilla 

34 

90 

1 

Same    as    for    Palo    Hincado 

Totals 


109       27         4     $872.63     310     $523.67     441       13       13       74 
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Tabulations  of  the 
Puerto  Rican  Mennonite  Church,  1948 

(Received  too  late  to  print  in  1949  Annual  Report) 
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Paul   and   Lois   Lauver 

George  and  Kcthryn  Troyer 

Pulguillas 

46 

14 

1 
(4 

$146.14 
months) 

97 

$337.30 

123 

4 

4 

42 

Elmer    and    Clara    Springer 

B.    Nortell   Troyer 

Beulah   Litwiller 

Marie  Yoder 

T.  K.  and  Mae  Hershey 

Los  Mangos 

25 

1 

Paul  Lauver 
T.  K.  Hershey 
Young   People 

La  Plata 

39 

29 

3     $350.35 

60 

$145.34     132 

3 

2 

Lester  T.   and  Alta  Hershey 
Linda    Reimer 
Marjorie  Shantz 

Rabanal 

P 

35 

37 

1 

1 

Lester  T.  Hershey 
Linda    Reimer 
Marjorie  Shantz 
Melguiades  Santiago 

Salto 

26 

1 

Paula  Santos 

Palo  Hincado 

2 

T.  K.  and  Mae  Hershey 
Rosalina  Ortiz 
Jose  Delgado 

Totals 

85 

43 

4     $496.49 

243 

$482.64     292 

10 

9       42 
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China  Report 

(Composed  of  Articles  Written  During  the  Year) 

We  Start  a  China  Clinic 

By  Luella  Gingerich  Blosser 


ARE  YOU  GOING  to  build  a  hospital? 
Will  you  open  a  clinic  and  when?  Did 
you  bring  medicine  with  you  from  America? 
We  have  already  lost  several  children  with 
measles  this  winter;  can  you  heal  this  one? 
My  baby  has  had  diarrhea  for  four  weeks;  do 
you  have  some  medicine  for  it?  Can  you 
treat  trachoma? 

These  were  some  of  the  endless  questions 
which  were  asked  before  the  Mennonite  clinic 
in  Hochwan,  China,  was  opened.  Surely 
every  foreigner  is  able  to  heal  the  sick  and 
give  western  medicines;  so  seemed  the  think- 
ing of  our  Hochwan  friends,  for  almost  daily 
came  requests  in  some  form  or  another  that 
we  come  and  minister  to  their  sick,  or  sell 
them  some  medicines.  I  explained  to  them 
that  just  as  soon  as  a  room  was  completed 
where  we  could  open  a  clinic,  and  as  soon  as 
we  could  purchase  our  supply  of  drugs,  we 
would  "Kan  their  bins"  (see  patients). 

After  considerable  delay,  due  to  currency 
shortages  (when  one  could  not  get  enough 
money  exchanged  to  continue  building,  and 
also  the  wormlike  speed  of  our  carpenters  and 
masons,  we  finally  were  able  to  open  a  clinic, 
April  5.  This  we  did  without  any  announce- 
ment and  saw  twenty  patients  that  afternoon. 
We  informed  the  patients  that  every  week 
on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  afternoon  we 
would  be  open,  and  they  could  bring  their 
sick  babies  and  ailing  ones  for  treatment. 
Alas!  Not  only  did  they  return  with  their 
sick  children,  but  with  also  their  whole  ailing 
"freundschaft." 

Only  twice  in  three  months  were  we  able 
to  see  all  who  came.  We  used  a  number  sys- 
tem whereby  we  gave  out  slips  to  as  many 
as  we  felt  we  could  see  in  the  afternoon,  and 
the  others  could  leave  and  not  wait.  To  get 
around  this,  whole  families  with  children 
from  any  of  the  relatives,  their  cousins  and 
sisters,  infants  and  their  "milk  mothers,"  and 
sometimes  grandmothers  and  uncles,  would 
try  getting  in  on  one  ticket.  Next  we  tried 
limiting  one  ticket  to  one  patient  and  refusing 


to  see  any  patient  unless  he  presented  his  own 
ticket.  The  patients  waited  for  hours  outside 
the  outer  door  on  clinic  days2  and  when  the 
door  would  open  all  made  one  grand  rush  to 
get  in.  Occasionally  we  invited  all  to  enter 
and  then  tried  to  give  out  the  slips.  But  this 
we  found  difficult,  for  they  stood  on  the 
benches  and  table,  each  insisting  his  illness 
was  the  most  serious  and  demanded  immedi- 
ate attention,  although  often  it  was  only  a 
case  of  scabies,  or  a  cough  of  nine  years'  du- 
ration, which  would  hardly  have  called  for 
emergency  treatment. 

Since  friends  play  such  an  important  role 
in  China,  we  ran  into  difficulties  with  folks 
who  felt  they  should  receive  speclfcl  favors  be- 
cause they  knew  us  personally.  The  best  we 
could  do  for  them  was  to  give  them  a  ticket 
and  tell  them  to  come  after  clinic  hours. 

Medications  were  sold  at  cost,  and  only  in 
cases  which  were  acutely  in  need  of  sulfan- 
ilamide, and  had  no  money,  was  it  given 
without  charge.  These  patients  were  none 
the  less  grateful,  for  in  due  time  they  brought 
gifts  of  garlic,  "the  choice  of  Chinese  flavor- 
ing," eggs,  flowers,  and  similar  gifts. 

Although  there  were  many  cases  we  were 
able  to  treat  and  help,  there  were  many  who 
came  in  too  late  for  medical  treatment,  as 
those  already  blind  with  trachoma,  and  cases 
of  advanced  tuberculosis.  Many  needed  the 
attention  which  only  a  physician  and  surgeon 
could  give  them.  These  were  cases  of  ab- 
dominal tumors,  eye  growths,  infants  with 
possible  intussusception,  and  old  arm  stumps 
which  needed  proper  amputation.  There 
were  cases  who  needed  hospitalization  with 
proper  treatment.  Cases  like  the  above-men- 
tioned we  recommend  to  the  nearest  hospital 
which  is  Peh  Pei,  about  two  hours  down  the 
river  by  steamer  launch.  Sometimes  we  rec- 
ommended them  to  a  physician  and  surgeon. 
We  have  one  such  that  I  know  of  in  Hoch- 
wan, but  often  patients  do  not  go  because 
they  insist  his  charges  are  more  than  they  can 
pay. 
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Five  of  our  six  missionaries  in  China.    Left  to  right:   Don  McCammon, 

Mrs.    Don    McCammon,    Christine    Weaver,    Luella    Gingerich    Blosser, 

and  Ruth  M.  Bean.    Eugene  Blosser,  husband  of  Luella,  entered  China 

later  and  is  not  shown. 


In  the  three  months  we  have  had  clinic 
(we  closed  during  the  heat  of  the  summer) 
we  nave  seen  eight  hundred  and  forty-one  pa- 
tients, many  of  whom  we  were  able  to  help, 
and  there  was  much  opportunity  for  health 
teaching.  Coughs,  colds,  and  fevers  headed 
the  list  of  complaints,  with  skin  diseases  sec- 
ond, and  eye  conditions  and  trachoma,  diar- 
rheas, ulcers,  and  boils  following  in  order  of 
frequency. 

We  were  able  to  do  some  immunization  for 
smallpox,  typhoid,  and  cholera,  and  we  hope 
to  do  much  more  of  this  in  our  future  health 
teaching. 

During  clinic  afternoons  three  of  us  were 
kept  busy.  Dorothy  (McCammon)  and  Ruth 
(Bean)  took  turns  in  acting  as  hostess,  sec- 
retary, and  treasurer,  writing  down  names, 
complaints,  and  receiving  money,  which  was 
brought  in  thread,  silver  currency,  and  in  half 
million  dollar  "gin  yuen"  notes,  yes,  and  the 
local  "ben  Pieo"  money  which  was  printed 
and  used  locally.  Christine  acted  as  chief 
pharmacist,  preparing  the  solutions  and  dis- 
pensing the  drugs,  and  I  attempted  listening 
to  the  patients'  complaints  and  trying  to 
formulate  some  kind  of  diagnosis  and  treat 
them  accordingly. 

Sometimes  listening  to  their  symptoms  be- 
came highly  entertaining,  as  when  the  coun- 
try woman  in  her  most  local  of  local  dialects 
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tried  telling  me  why  she  has  a  daily  headache 
at  the  break  of  dawn,  all  because  she  "didn't 
bind  her  head  with  a  cloth  when  her  last 
child  was  born  eight  years  ago."  At  times  it 
becomes  a  bit  provoking  when  the  mother 
doesn't  know  why  baby  has  thrush,  for  she 
thoroughly  cleans  his  mouth  by  washing  it 
with  "unboiled  river  water,"  or  she  doesn't 
know  why  little  brother  has  a  new  crop  of 
skin  disease,  but  she  wouldn't  think  of  bath- 
ing him,  or  why  that  one  shot  with  a  needle 
hasn't  cured  her  of  tuberculosis,  or  anything 
else  she  might  have  had. 

We  must  remember  that  these  people  have 
not  had  the  opportunity  to  learn  even  the 
most  simple  of  health  teaching,  and  are  very 
ignorant  concerning  the  causes  and  treatment 
of  diseases.  We  are  most  thankful  that  they 
are  open  to  teaching.  Especially  the  young 
mothers  are  eager  to  learn  and  are  just  full 
of  questions.  There  is  still  considerable  super- 
stition about  disease  and  its  form  of  treat- 
ment, and  most  of  the  medical  help  obtain- 
able in  most  Chinese  villages  is  from  the  local 
practitioner  who  administers  the  "needle"  to 
the  man  in  the  "herb  shop"  who  concocts  all 
manner  of  bitters  to  be  taken  internally  and 
prepares  ointments,  whose  efficaciousness  I 
haven't  yet  learned. 

The  clinic  is  not  only  a  classroom  for  health 
teaching,  but  it  also  affords  one  a  slpendid 


opportunity  for  personal  work.  The  Chinese 
love  to  talk,  and  in  a  short  time  they  will 
have  told  you  all  about  their  illness  and  their 
family  troubles  and  difficulties  as  well.  As 
we  tell  them  how  unhappiness  can  affect 
their  appetite,  and  anger,  their  digestion,  we 
have  a  fine  opportunity  to  explain  the  only 
real  cure  for  trouble,  Christ  Jesus,  their  Sav- 
iour, who  alone  can  forgive  their  sins  and 
help  them  in  their  difficulties.  We  give  them 
tracts  and  invite  them  to  Friday  evening 
evangelistic  services.  Already  a  number  of 
our  regular  Friday  evening  attendants  we  first 
saw  at  the  clinic.  One  regret  we  have  is  that 
not  more  time  can  be  spent  on  personal  work 
in  the  clinic,  for  soon  one's  time  is  absorbed 
in  doing  dressings  and  giving  pills  which,  too, 
is  important.  We  try  to  make  the  most  of 
every  opportunity.  We  are  interested  in  con- 
tacting every  type  of  people  with  the  Gospel, 
and  certainly  the  clinic  is  making  its  contribu- 
tion by  providing  such  contacts. 

The  first  week  in  June,  Don  McCammon 
and  I  had  the  privilege  of  attending  a  con- 
ference in  Chungking  where  Christian  lead^ 
ers  in  Szechwan  met  to  discuss  the  Christian 
witness  and  the  church's  place  in  the  new 
regime.  All  phases  of  Christian  witness  were 
discussed,  and  reports  were  given  on  how  mis- 
sions were  continuing  in  the  North  although 
under  Communist  control.  The  hospital  re- 
port sounded  the  most  hopeless  of  any  phase 
of  witness,  for  without  outside  help  and  re- 
lief supplies,  it  would  be  difficult  to  operate 
and  keep  on  top  financially.    In  addition,  if 


government  aid  were  received,  it  would  ob- 
ligate the  hospital  to  fulfill  government  wish- 
es and  requirements. 

Since  we  have  no  hospital,  I  shall  not  go 
into  further  detail,  but  one  encouraging  note 
was  the  place  health  teaching  could  fill  and 
how  it  could  continue  on  an  independent 
basis.  Earlier  I  mentioned  the  opportunity 
of  general  health  teaching,  the  prevention  of 
disease,  and  child  care.  We  hope  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  these  opportunities  while  we  have 
them,  and  this  fall  we  expect  to  open  a  class 
once  a  week  where  the  basic  principles  of 
hygiene  can  be  taught. 

Seeing  what  can  be  done  through  a  simple 
clinic,  we  are  at  present  aware  of  the  need  of 
a  Christian  Chinese  nurse  who  could  assist  in 
the  regular  duties,  thus  releasing  missionary 
personnel  who  could  devote  more  time  to  di- 
rect methods.  By  having  clinic  hours  every 
morning  more  time  could  be  given  to  pa- 
tients and  their  needs.  We  all  are  aware  of 
the  importance  of  making  every  phase  of  our 
work  Christ-centered;  therefore  we  hope  to 
make  the  clinic  a  place  where  people  may 
learn  about  Him  as  well  as  a  place  where 
they  receive  treatment  for  their  illnesses.  Al- 
though the  clinic  in  Hochwan  is  still  in  its 
infancy,  we  have  high  hopes  of  its  developing 
into  a  wholesome  phase  of  our  witness  in  this 
city. 

Hochwan,  West  China. 

(Reprinted  from  November  27,  1949,  Youth's 
Christian  Companion) 


Prayer  Answered  in  China 

By  Luella  Gingerich  Blosser 


"And  this  is  the  confidence  that  we  have  in 
him,  that,  if  we  ask  any  thing  according  to  his 
will,  he  heareth  us"  (I  John  5:14). 

"E  ARE  often  reminded  that  we  receive 
not  because  we  ask  not.  But  a  great 
thrill  we  in  China  frequently  experience  is 
asking  great  things  and  receiving  them.  When 
things  look  impossible,  dark,  and  unpromis- 
ing or  when  a  need  arises  that  we  don't  know 
how  to  supply,  we  lay  it  before  Christ  and  ask 
Him  to  do  something  about  it.  God  certainly 
answers  prayers,  but  first  we  must  realize  our 
dependence  on  Him  and  our  own  inability 
and  frailty.    Our  most  recent  experience  of 


witnessing  that  we  felt  was  not  so  far  re- 
moved from  a  miracle  was  how  God  an- 
swered our  request  for  a  Christian  nurse  to 
take  over  the  work  of  the  Hochwan  clinic 
while  I  came  with  Eugene  to  Chengtu  for 
several  months  of  language  study.  (Eugene 
Blosser  just  recently  arrived  in  China  where 
he  married  Luella  Gingerich,  the  author  of 
this  article.) 

In  July  I  received  a  letter  from  the  super- 
intendent of  nurses  in  the  Methodist  hospital 
in  Chungking  recommending  several  trained 
nurses  who  were  to  graduate  in  August. 
I  answered  and  told  her  we  would  be  inter- 
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ested  in  one,  but  that  she  must  be  a  Christian 
nurse  and  gave  the  following  qualifications. 
She  must  be  resourceful  and  trustworthy  and 
be  prepared  to  live  simply,  and  do  her  own 
laundering  and  the  cleaning  of  her  room.  We 
could  also  not  provide  a  servant  for  her.  A 
nurse  was  recommended,  the  best  one  in  her 
class;  one  who  was  not  afraid  of  work,  and 
who,  in  almost  every  way,  fitted  the  qualifica- 
tions. In  August  when  I  personally  met  the 
superintendent  of  nurses  and  told  her  what 
we  were  able  to  offer  by  way  of  salary,  I 
found  it  to  be  about  one  third  of  what  their 
hospital  was  paying  for  general  staff  nursing. 
And  their  hospital  was  also  giving  full  main- 
tenance and  laundry,  free.  I  told  her  that  we 
would  pray  about  it  and  inquire  further  about 
nurses  and  salaries  and  that  we  would  inter- 
view her  before  employing  anyone. 

A  month  later,  upon  returning  to  Chung- 
king from  Hong  Kong,  we  arranged  for  an 
interview  with  the  prospective  nurse.  Dorothy 
McCammon  was  also  in  Chungking  at  the 
time,  and  we  discussed  our  situation.  We 
needed  a  Christian  nurse,  a  graduate  nurse, 
and  we  knew  that  qualified  Christian  trained 
nurses  were  about  as  hard  to  find  here  as  soda 
fountains  in  West  China.  The  next  nearest 
Christian  training  school  that  we  knew  of 
was  in  Chengtu,  and  that  is  quite  a  distance 
in  times  as  uncertain  as  this.  We  also  realized 
that  we  were  establishing  mission  policies, 
and  we  could  not  yield  to  the  temptation  to 
offer  a  greater  salary  to  get  the  only  nurse 
we  knew  about.  We  again  committed  our 
problem  to  God  and  asked  for  wisdom  and 
courage  to  do  as  He  directed. 

The  next  morning  we  set  out  to  meet  this 
nurse  and  to  interview  her  personally.  Our 
hearts  nearly  grew  faint  as  we  reviewed  what 
we  were  asking  for — nothing  short  of  the 
very  best — and  what  we  had  to  offer,  so  little 
in  terms  of  material  things.  This  was,  how- 
ever, as  we  were  led,  and  we  believed  that 
surely  God  would  provide  someone,  whether 
it  would  be  this  nurse,  another — or  perhaps 
me — if  He  should  desire  that  I  stay  on  in 
Hochwan. 

We  met  Miss  Chen  and  clearly  explained 


just  what  we  wanted,  what  would  be  ex- 
pected of  her,  and  what  we  could  offer.  To 
this  she  timidly  smiled  and  said,  "Oh,  the 
money  is  no  question.  I'm  not  afraid  to  work, 
and  I  do  want  experience.  I  want  to  learn.  I 
will  go  with  you  tomorrow  morning  if  you 
wish." 

We  left  the  hospital  thanking  God  for  His 
faithfulness  to  us. 

Julia  went  with  us  to  Hochwan,  and  for 
a  month  we  worked  together  in  the  clinic, 
first  scrubbing  floors  and  windows,  preparing 
ointments  and  solutions.  This  was  necessary 
before  we  opened  the  clinic.  Together  we  saw 
patients  and  listened  to  complaints,  and  diag- 
nosed and  treated  patients. 

Julia  seemed  a  bit  startled  during  morning 
prayers  to  hear  the  boys  so  earnestly  present 
the  day's  clinical  activity  to  Christ  and  to 
ask  Him  to  grant  us  wisdom  in  treating  the 
patients.  Very  soon  she  realized  that  not  only 
the  clinic — but  our  entire  program — was  her 
concern.  Julia  expressed  her  desire  to  become 
more  familiar  with  the  Bible.  Her  keen  desire 
to  learn  penetrated  more  than  the  field  of 
nursing.  Anywhere  there  was  opportunity  to 
learn  she  was  present.  During  the  revival 
meetings  she  had  some  doubts  cleared  which 
had  kept  her  from  having  assurance  of  being 
born  again,  and  she  publicly  confessed  that 
she  had  accepted  Christ  and  now  had  assur- 
ance of  being  saved. 

When  you  are  praying  for  your  China 
missionaries,  do  not  forget  to  pray  for  Julia 
and  her  responsibilities.  Besides  having  a 
daily  clinic  for  outpatients  every  morning,  she 
teaches  three  classes  in  public  health  a  week, 
and  Saturday  afternoon  and  Sunday  she  helps 
in  the  Sunday-school  department  in  teaching 
the  children. 

Friends,  do  not  be  afraid  to  ask  great 
things  of  God — and  to  expect  great  things 
of  Him.  In  the  coming  weeks  and  months 
we  trust  you  will,  with  us,  ask  much  of  Him 
in  behalf  of  His  work  in  China. 

Chengtu,  West  China. 

(Reprinted  from  February  19,  1950,  Youth's 
Christian  Companion) 
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Student  Work  in  China 


By  Christine  Weaver 


"PEARLY  THIS  spring  Luella  Gingerich 
-*-*  and  Barbara  Youncher  of  the  China 
Inland  Mission  went  to  visit  a  temple  out- 
side the  city  of  Hochwan.  During  the  war 
this  temple  had  been  used  as  a  middle  school, 
and  the  students  have  plucked  out  the  eyes  of 
the  gods.  This  is  an  example  of  the  modern 
Chinese  student's  reaction  to  his  old  religions. 
One  finds  very  few  Taoists,  Buddhists,  or 
Confucianists  among  the  students  in  govern- 
ment schools  today,  and  most  of  them  are 
open  to  learning  about  Christianity. 

Since  the  war  there  has  been  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  people  wanting  to  learn 
English.  Almost  all  middle  schools  and  col- 
leges require  their  students  to  study  English, 
and  teachers,  businessmen,  and  government 
people  are  eager  to  improve  their  English,  for 
it  aids  them  in  securing  better  positions. 

Arriving  in  Hochwan  after  a  year  of  lan- 
guage study  in  Chengtu,  we  still  felt  quite 
inadequate  to  do  much  work  using  the 
Chinese  language,  but  we  were  eager  to 
start  work  in  any  way  we  could.  Soon  there 
was  a  steady  stream  of  visitors  coming  to  our 
door  and  many  of  these  visitors  were  students. 
We  tried  to  talk  to  them  in  Chinese — parrot- 
ing the  Chinese  phrases  we  had  learned,  and 
they  would  always  say  with  true  Chinese 
politeness,  "Your  Chinese  is  very  good"  and 
then  came  the  inevitable  question,  "My  Eng- 
lish is  very  poor.  Would  you  have  time  to 
teach  me  English?"  One  day  we  were  in- 
vited to  a  big  feast  to  which  we  thought 
we  were  being  invited  on  our  own  merits, 
only  to  find  we  had  been  invited  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  us  to  teach  English  at  one 
of  the  middle  schools. 

Out  of  the  above  circumstances  have  come 
our  three  English  Bible  classes:  one  for  adults, 
one  for  middle  school  boys,  and  one  for 
middle  school  girls.  The  adult  class  under- 
stands English  well  enough  that  Dorothy 
McCammon  can  really  give  them  the  Gospel 
in  undiluted  English,  and  they  understand 
her.  One  day  as  she  was  teaching  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount,  she  said,  "Did  you  know 
these  things?"  and  they  answered,  "No,  we 
have  never  heard.  Please  teach  us."  Quite 
a  number  of  these  men  have  been  coming  to 
church,  and  this  is  always  an  indication  that 


they  are  becoming  interested  in  the  Gospel  as 
well  as  wanting  to  learn  English.  Through 
this  English  Bible  class  and  personal  work  on 
Dorothy  McCammon's  part,  a  young  college 
girl  has  become  a  Christian  and  is  now  in 
the  teachers'  training  class  and  is  helping  with 
the  children's  work. 

Ruth  Bean  and  I  have  been  teaching  the 
two  student  English  Bible  classes.  The  student 
classes  bring  greater  rewards  as  far  as  num- 
bers are  concerned  than  do  adult  classes,  but 


A  little  Chinese  gir] 


one  finds  from  week  to  week  that  only  a  small 
percentage  of  the  students  come  regularly. 
The  rest  of  the  classes  are  composed  of  stu- 
dents coming  now  and  then  and  some  coming 
only  one  time.  We  feel  this  turnover  in  stu- 
dents necessitates  making  every  class  a  period 
that  will  give  them  some  idea  of  the  Gospel 
even  though  they  come  only  one  time.  Yet, 
on  the  other  hand,  for  those  who  come  regu- 
larly one  needs  to  plan  lessons  that  have 
continuity.  I  felt  this  very  keenly  when  one 
Sunday  during  spring  vacation  I  had  twice 
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the  usual  number  of  students  in  my  class,  and 
when  I  asked  how  many  had  heard  or  knew 
anything  about  the  Gospel  only  a  few  students 
raised  their  hands. 

From  these  student  Bible  classes  have  come 
a  number  of  boys  and  girls  who  are  attending 
services.  It  brings  students  to  our  homes  with 
questions — sometimes  with  questions  about 
the  Bible  and  sometimes  with  questions 
which  seem  only  an  excuse  to  come  and  visit 
us,  but  these  visits  are  our  opportunities. 
One  middle  school  girl  has  become  a  Chris- 
tian, and  we  feel  quite  certain  that  several 
others  will  soon  make  their  decisions  for 
Christ.  One  twelve-year-old  girl  came  to 
me  several  weeks  ago  and  told  me  she  be- 
lieves in  her  heart  that  God  has  power  to  for- 
give her  sins,  but  she  knows  this  will  mean 
a  changed  life,  and  she  is  not  quite  ready  to 
allow  Christ  to  come  into  her  life. 

Last  winter  we  felt  the  need  of  keeping 
several  hours  a  week  open  for  students  to 
come.  We  taught  them  simple  songs  and 
poems,  played  records,  and  sometimes  we 
played  games  together.  These  hours  together 
helped  us  to  learn  to  know  them  better  and 
helped  them  to  learn  to  know  us.  This  fall 
we  feel  the  need  for  starting  a  youth  fellow- 
ship group  meeting  twice  a  month  in  our 
home  for  those  who  have  become  Christians. 
They  enjoy  coming  to  our  home  so  much  that 


unless  we  set  definite  times  we  can  spend 
with  them,  they  would  absorb  all  our  time. 

In  missionary  circles  one  often  hears  the 
question,  "Are  English  Bible  classes  prof- 
itable?" Some  people  feel  that  after  one  can 
use  the  Chinese  language  with  efficiency,  they 
are  not  so  profitable  as  Chinese  Bible  classes, 
but  one  does  reach  a  class  of  people  who 
would  not  come  to  hear  the  Gospel  out  of 
curiosity  or  interest.  They  come  primarily  to 
learn  English,  and  we  want  to  help  them  to 
learn  English,  but  beyond  that  we  have  a 
deeper  motive.  We  hope  that  in  these  Eng- 
lish Bible  classes  we  may  bring  them  face 
to  face  with  Christ,  for,  when  an  individual 
really  comes  face  to  face  with  Christ,  changes 
do  take  place.  He  realizes  his  need  of  a 
Saviour  to  save  from  sin.  Christ  becomes  real 
to  him.  Christ's  penetrating  gaze  shows 
him  that  He  knows  him  through  and 
through.  The  words  of  Christ  indicate  the 
type  of  person  he  really  can  be.  He  responds 
to  Christ's  love  and  is  ready  to  do  His  bid- 
ding. 

Work  with  Chinese  students  is  a  chal- 
lenging one,  and  we  pray  that  many  more 
of  these  students  will  be  won  for  Christ. 

Hochwan,  China. 

(Reprinted  from  January  15,  1950,  Youth's 
Christian  Companion) 
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Bringing  Christ  to  Chinese  Children 


By  Ruth  M.  Bean 


rpEACHER,  when  will  it  be  Sunday?" 
-*-  Never  a  day  passes  in  Hochwan  but  that 
question  is  put  to  us  by  some  running,  eager- 
eyed  child  who  has  no  way  of  knowing  what 
day  it  is  by  the  modern  calendar.  If  it  is 
Sunday  evening  and  Sunday  school  is  just 
over  for  another  week,  the  expression  of  dis- 
appointment is  pitiful.  Perhaps  it  is  just  be- 
cause he  has  lost  out  on  a  picture — but  for 
many  we  know  the  songs  and  stories  are  be- 
ginning to  have  meaning. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  leave  the  chil- 
dren out  of  our  mission  program.  Whether 
it  be  Sunday  morning  worship  or  English 
Bible  class,  they  are  always  on  hand  to  take 
part.  On  Friday  evening  when  we  stand 
on  the  street  inviting  passers-by  to  the  evan- 
gelistic meeting,  we  are  flanked  by  a  band  of 
children  who  almost  drown  us  out  with  their 
lusty  singing  of  "Come  to  Jesus"  and  "God 
so  Loved  the  World."  Because  of  the  dif- 
ficulty in  keeping  them  subdued,  we  do  not 
encourage  them  to  come  to  the  adult  meet- 
ings, unless  accompanied  by  someone  older; 
so  it  is  natural  that  they  should  look  forward 
to  the  one  weekly  service  planned  for  them. 

Soon  after  our  arrival  in  the  city,  the 
casual  invitation  of  an  orphanage  official  led 
to  the  opening  of  a  Sunday  afternoon  class 
for  this  group  of  neglected  children.  Luella 
Gingerich  took  the  responsibility  for  this 
work  and  with  the  help  of  our  language 
teacher  and  a  flannelboard  taught  them  a 
course  on  the  life  of  Christ.  A  special  project 
which  made  the  love  of  Christ  vivid  to  these 
one  hundred  and  thirty  boys  and  girls  was 
the  gift  to  them  of  a  "feast"  at  Christmas. 
Because  of  their  good  behavior  and  their 
responsiveness  to  the  teaching  received,  it 
has  been  a  great  joy  to  work  with  these  chil- 
dren. At  the  end  of  the  course  the  pictures 
given  out  week  by  week  were  bound  into 
books,  and  presented  to  the  pupils  along 
with  a  Gospel  for  each.  It  is  not  hard  to  be- 
lieve that  before  another  year  passes,  a  num- 
ber of  these  children  will  have  made  a  def- 
inite committal  of  their  lives  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
whose  praises  they  sing,  and  whose  Word 
they  are  hiding  in  their  hearts. 

It  was  not  until  February  that  we  felt  we 


had  sufficient  personnel  to  open  a  Sunday 
school  for  the  children  of  our  neighborhood. 
By  that  time  we  had  with  us  our  Chinese 
pastor,  Gordon  Wang,  and  a  full-time  worker, 
James  Lo.  The  announcement  in  church 
brought  only  a  few  children,  but  it  took  only 
several  minutes  on  the  street  to  gather  a 
few  score.  Those  first  Sundays  it  took  at  least 
three  helpers  to  keep  the  class  under  control, 


but  several  weeks  later,  when  we  divided 
into  two  classes,  the  order  improved.  In  May 
we  also  began  a  series  on  the  life  of  Christ 
with  the  use  of  the  flannelgraph.  With  this 
teaching  device  we  ventured  to  break  in 
several  new  teachers,  for  again  we  found  it 
necessary  to  divide.  We  formed  a  teacher 
training  group  in  which  all  of  us  take  turns 
in  being  victimized  as  the  practice  teacher, 
and  where  we  discuss  teaching  methods, 
points  for  emphasis,  devices  for  capturing  in- 
terest, etc.  We  feel  that  it  is  a  blessing  that 
we  are  compelled  to  use  our  young  Chris- 
tians, to  press  them  into  service,  for  they  are 
growing  spiritually  under  the  necessity  of 
witnessing  to  others.  They  are  much  better 
equipped  to  relate  the  truths  of  the  Gospel 
to  the  everyday  lives  of  Chinese  children  than 
is  the  missionary;  so,  while  recognizing  their 
need  of  guidance,  we  gladly  use  them.  On 
the  last  Sunday  of  the  series  we  had  a  record 
attendance  of  275  and  this  day  was  notable 
also  in  that  a  number  of  children  were  able 
to  repeat  Psalm  23  from  memory,  a  project 
on  which  the  whole  group  has  been  working. 
In  all  our  children's  work  we  are  stressing 
memorization  of  the  Scriptures,  for  we  have 
heard  that  in  some  sections  of  China,  Bibles 
have  been  taken  away  from  the  people,  and 
only  what  was  committed  to  memory  is  left 
in  the  people's  possession. 

In  the  second  week  of  July  we  held  our  first 
vacation  Bible  school  in  a  village  schoolhouse 
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not  far  from  the  city  wall.  We  limited  daily 
attendance  to  a  hundred  children,  for  we  had 
teachers  and  facilities  for  only  two  classes. 
In  these  six  days,  they  learned  Bible  passages, 
songs,  the  elements  of  worship,  and  had  a 
brief  outline  of  the  life  of  Christ.  It  was 
a  worth-while  experience,  and  while  we  shall 
certainly  choose  a  cooler  season  for  our  next 
school,  we  plan  to  continue  this  kind  of  work. 
Truly   the   children  of  Hochwan,   of   the 


orphanage,  and  of  the  outstations  surrounding 
are  a  tremendous  challenge  to  us  in  our 
labors  and  to  your  prayers.  May  we  be  al- 
ways faithful  in  bringing  Christ  to  those  to 
whom  He  said,  "It  is  not  the  will  of  your 
Father  who  is  in  heaven,  that  one  of  these 
little  ones  should  perish." 

Hochwan,  China. 
(Reprinted  from  October  16,   1949,  Youth's 
Christian  Companion) 


We  Would  Exalt  Christ 


By  Eugene  Blosser 


ANYONE  living  in  China  is  keenly  aware 
that  changes  are  taking  place  in  the 
church  as  well  as  in  the  nation.  What  the 
result  of  the  present  crisis  will  be  is  impossible 
to  determine  now.  We  can  only  remain  alert 
to  present  trends  and  keep  our  faith  and  pur- 
poses firmly  in  Christ,  the  one  constant  force 
in  the  world.  Individual  Christians  as  well 
as  the  Christian  Church  are  being  forced  to 
reconsider  their  purposes,  objectives,  policies, 
and  prospects  for  the  future. 

The  new  Government  of  China  promises 
religious  freedom,  although  the  extent  of 
freedom  is  limited  by  local  officials.  While 
religious  freedom  is  promised,  the  Govern- 
ment continues  open  and  frank  in  its  criticism 
of  the  Christian  Church.  Much  of  the  criti- 
cism is  without  sound  basis,  being  expressed 
in  a  general  way  and  manifesting  very  little 
knowledge  concerning  Christianity  and  its 
teachings. 

Although  the  criticism  the  church  is  re- 
ceiving has  little  foundation,  yet  many  young 
people,  especially  among  the  students,  who 
have  not  been  well  grounded  in  the  faith  are 
being  lured  away  by  the  popularity  of  the 
new  movement.  It  is  particularly  discourag- 
ing to  have  young  people  turn  their  backs  on 
the  only  hope  of  salvation.  Nevertheless  the 
same  report  seems  to  come  from  all  mission 
groups.  All  have  expressed  keen  disappoint- 
ment that  some  of  their  most  trusted  and  ca- 
pable young  people  have  gone  to  join  the 
"Peoples  Army."  Percentages  are  quite  in- 
definite, but  I  was  told  by  the  director  of 
"The  Intervarsity  Christian  Fellowship"  of 
this  area  that  20  per  cent  of  their  youth  have 
been  lost  in  the  turnover.  It  is  my  guess  that 
this  report  is  quite  modest. 


At  present  it  appears  that  Social  Service 
Missions,  of  which  China  has  many,  perhaps 
too  many,  are  going  to  lose  much.  Taxes  are 
very  high  and  public  utilities  are  expensive, 
almost  prohibitive.  Apparently  an  attempt  is 
being  made  to  collect  all  possible  revenue 
from  those  who  can  best  afford  to  use  public 
utilities.  Of  course  missions  with  institutional 
work  such  as  hospitals  and  schools  are  facing 
increasing  problems.  Various  means  are  also 
being  used  against  churches  and  related  or- 
ganizations, doing  any  type  of  social  work 
that  might  win  the  favor  of  the  people,  to 
make  their  operation  difficult  and  unpleasant. 

Some  missions  in  the  past  have  been  quite 
free  in  giving  relief  funds  with  little  effort  to 
determine  the  worthiness  of  the  recipients. 
The  result  has  been  that  many  people  have 
entered  the  church  for  the  material  benefits 
involved. 

We  would  not  have  you  think,  however, 
there  is  nothing  encouraging  going  on  in 
China  today.  We  are  often  encouraged  by  re- 
ports coming  from  various  missions  of  how 
their  faithful  few  are  carrying  on  even 
though  they  face  much  opposition,  e.g. 

A  serious-minded  group  of  seminary  stu- 
dents during  the  recent  holidays  organized 
themselves  into  evangelistic  bands  and  went 
to  some  of  the  Government  hospitals  to  help 
the  wounded  soldiers.  The  students  went 
without  any  fixed  purpose  in  mind  only  to 
help  in  any  way  possible.  If  the  soldiers 
wanted  letters  written,  they  wrote  letters.  If 
they  wanted  magazines  read  to  them,  they 
read  magazines.  If  they  wanted  spiritual  help 
they  were  prepared  to  give  that,  and  they  did 
find  much  opportunity  for  speaking  to  the 
soldiers  about  their  spiritual  needs  and  were 
able  to  teach  them. 
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From  our  own  mission  in  Hochwan  comes 
the  report  that  there  are  those  who  remain 
faithful,  even  though  their  nearest  friends 
have  left  and  apparently  forsaken  the  church. 
These  faithful  ones  continue  witnessing  at 
every  opportunity  and  are  finding  their  faith 
growing  as  a  result  of  answered  prayer  and 
God's  faithfulness. 

We  are  still  free  in  China  to  present  the 
simple  Gospel  message,  and  what  is  more 
reason  for  thanksgiving  is  that  people  are 
still  hungering  to  hear  the  Gospel.    I  am  at 


present  teaching  an  English  Bible  class  of 
young  men,  which  is  growing  rather  than  de- 
creasing in  numbers.  Further,  there  are  a 
group  of  students  wanting  me  to  start  another 
class  for  them.  Luella  is  also  teaching  a  class 
of  students  English  Bible.  Incidentally  Lu- 
ella's  class  was  started  after  "Liberation." 
Who  can  say  the  Lord  has  closed  the  door  of 
the  Gospel  to  China? 

Chengtu,  West  China. 

(Reprinted  from  May,  1950,  Missionary 
Challenge) 


China  News  (December,  1949-January,  1950) 


(Excerpts  from  a  diary-letter  written  by  Sis- 
ter   Dorothy    McCammon.     During    this 
period  Bro.  and  Sister  Don  McCammon, 
Christine  Weaver,  and  Ruth  M.  Bean  were 
at  Hochwan  while  Bro.  and  Sister  Eugene 
Blosser  [Luella  Gingerich]  were  at  Cheng- 
tu in  language  school.) 
We  hope  that  by  now  you  have  our  cable 
saying  "Hochwan  peacefully  liberated  Decem- 
ber 3.  Christmas  greetings  to  all."   Now  I'll 
try  to  begin  at  the  last  letter's  ending,  and 
go  on.  I'll  work  from  my  journal  and  enlarge 
on  things  that  are  too  brief.   Guess  I'll  type 
pretty  solid  and  maybe  you  can  draw  some 
lines  across  here  and  there  to  make  it  more 
readable. 

Nov.  30:  The  radio  says  Chungking  is  in 
the  process  of  turnover.  Government  gone 
to  Chengtu;  no  communications  with  Chung- 
king. People  here  fleeing  to  the  country.  All 
full  of  fear,  grabbing  what  they  can.  A  really 
tragic  drama  passing  our  gate  from  dawn 
until  dark.  In  the  midst  of  it  all  the  nursery- 
man came  and  planted  bamboo  trees  and  rose 
bushes  for  us. 

Dec.  2:  Peipei  (one  third  of  the  way  to 
Chungking  from  here)  said  to  have  fallen 
last  night.  Retreating  troops  passing  all  morn- 
ing. We  prepare  for  the  eventuality  of  fire. 
What  to  take!  Packed  sleeping  equipment 
and  warmest  woolens.  It  was  mostly  a  process 
of  deciding  against  various  items.  The  things 
of  this  world  have  lost  their  glamor  pretty 
definitely.  My  typewriter  is  all  I  hate  to 
think  of  losing  any  more  (and  that  mostly 
for  your  sakes!).  Two  possibilities  we  face — 
the  looters  who  may  come  between  the  retreat 
and  occupation,  and  the  firing  of  the  city  by 
the  retreating  army.  We  consider  sitting  up 
in  shifts  tonight,  but  at  the  moment  we're  all 


too  sleepy.  Becky  Bey  (our  woman's  daugh- 
ter) adds  to  our  excitement  by  not  coming 
home  at  noon.  We  finally  found  her  playing 
at  a  friend's  house  at  2:00  p.m.  I  represented 
her  mother  and  the  family  by  scolding  her. 
Knew  her  mother  would  beat  her  otherwise. 
Liu  Fu  (the  old  lady  who  lives  in  the  parson- 
age and  cooks  for  the  boys)  still  trying  des- 


A  small  trader  sells  his  wares  on  the  streets  of 
China. 


perately  to  get  to  her  son  in  Chungking,  but 
no  boats  will  take  her.  She  weeps  day  and 
night.  Already  spent  a  foolish,  foodless, 
sleepless  two  days  and  two  nights  trying  to 
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Gordon    (in  gown)    the  pastor  of  our  mission   in   China. 


get  to  Peipei  on  a  tiny  wooden  boat,  but 
she  had  to  return.  Gordon  comes  back  from 
two  days  at  the  first  station  north.  He  was 
the  only  passenger  on  the  only  boat.  Every- 
one going  the  other  way.  Saw  people,  people 
all  day  long  leaving  the  city.  They  can't  get 
carriers;  so  even  the  old  ladies  and  little  ones 
are  carrying  big  packs  on  their  backs.  At 
evening  it  was  finally  deathly  quiet.  Put  our 
silver  $  in  a  gunny  sack  to  throw  down  the 
cistern  if  we  had  to  leave. 

Had  a  special  afternoon  coffee  just  for  fun. 
I  made  apple  butter  coffee  cake  from  Edna's 
marvelous  recipe,  and  we  ate  the  Swiss  cheese 
Enmei  brought  us  from  Hong  Kong.  Our 
password  is  now,  "We  must  go  into  this 
thing  well  nourished,"  as  we  devour  every- 
thing special  we've  been  saving.  I  really  think 
we're  nervous — I'm  sure  it  isn't  hunger!  Cin- 
namon drops  and  pineapple  go  today.  Choco- 
late chips  and  coconut  on  the  ticket  for  to- 
morrow. The  town  is  virtually  deserted.  We 
should  be  liberated  when  we  wake  up  in  the 
morning,  but  after  two  years  of  imminency, 
it  likely  can  be  postponed  a  bit  longer. 

Dec.  3,  Saturday:  Last  night  was  a  restless 
one.   Quiet  as  death  till  midnight — the  dogs 


didn't  even  bark.  (At  that  point,  my  diary 
says,  "Not  even  the  dogs  barked,"  but  some- 
how that  sounds  queer.)  Then  shots  in  the 
street  just  outside  woke  us,  but  we  never 
did  find  out  where  they  came  from.  Don 
finally  got  up  at  2:00  and  stayed  up.  People 
still  leaving  town  in  the  morning,  and  the 
continual  sound  of  gunfire  on  the  river  front. 
Don  says  the  explosions  moved  his  desk  so 
much  he  couldn't  work  on  it.  About  11:00 
a.m.  everyone  reappeared  and  rushed  down 
the  street  to  buy  firecrackers  and  welcome 
the  conquerors.  They  came  in  peacefully; 
covered  with  mud  and  dead  tried.  The  N's 
retreated  just  ahead  of  them — some  of  them 
had  to  run  to  get  out  of  sight  in  time — so 
there  was  no  period  of  disorder  when  local 
scalawags  could  loot.  The  shooting  was  not 
at  anyone.  They  said  it  was  just  to  get 
answers  so  they  would  know  where  the  on- 
comers  were,  and  how  soon  to  pull  out.  Our 
erstwhile  carpenter  donned  a  uniform  yester- 
day and  seized  an  ancient  weapon  which  Don 
is  sure  has  no  bullets  in  it. 

The  sun  is  out  bright  and  for  the  first  time 
in  days.  It's  little  Kenny's  birthday.  Our 
area  of  restricted  freedom  is  about  to  begin. 
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The  first  report  says  anywhere  from  8  to  300 
men  came  in  and  took  over  where  20,000 
pulled  out.  There  surely  should  have  been 
no  lives  lost,  but  probably  a  few  people  were 
too  careless.  Evening:  Don  finds  out  firsthand 
that  Americans  are  not  loved  by  the  C's.  One 
soldier  with  the  red  star  on  his  cap  suggested 
killing  him,  and  others  made  unenthusiastic 
observations  about  his  nationality.  Only  one 
gave  out  with  the  usual  cheerful  "ding  haw," 
and  Don  admits  he  looked  downright  stupid. 

We  learned  this  p.m.  that  one  of  our  church 
members,  Mrs.  Li,  the  wife  of  a  former  min- 
ister and  now  a  banker  was  killed  by  a  piece 
of  shrapnel  from  a  N's  shell.  Julie  went 
and  gave  sulpha  to  another  lady  who  was 
wounded  in  the  same  explosion,  and  a  baby 
whose  eye  was  put  out.  She  can't  do  any- 
thing to  their  wounds — they  must  go  to  the 
Peipei  hospital — but  she  can  give  preventives 
against  infection.  No  doctor  to  be  found 
expect  our  honorable  church  member  who 
gives  himself  the  title  of  doctor.  He  has  a 
piece  of  shrapnel  in  his  head  from  the  last 
war  and  acts  like  it.  Christine  sits  down  and 
finds  Matthew  10  in  line  for  tomorrow's 
English  Bible  attendance — "If  men  persecute 
you  in  one  town,  flee  to  the  next."  And  mine 
says  "Marvel  not  if  the  world  hate  you — we 
ought  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  the  brethren." 

Dec.  4,  Sunday:  English  Bible  attendance — 
zero,  of  course.  Banker  Li  comes  to  ask  us  to 
help  bury  his  wife.  We  offered  to  sing.  The 
new  soldiers  bring  people  govt,  money  at 
4000  to  1  silver.  Here  we  go  again !  Had  a 
worship  service  with  no  sermon.  A  really 
heartening  group  came,  and  the  spirit  was 
good.  Sunday  school  (formerly  up  to  250) 
one  class  for  all  the  children — eight.  Then 
over  the  river  to  a  family  worship  service 
and  the  closing  of  Mrs.  Li's  casket.  (You 
should  see  these  caskets.  Made  of  huge  slabs 
of  wood!)  Five  children,  who  were  awfully 
pathetic.  When  Mr.  Li  introduced  them, 
they  bowed  down  till  their  heads  hit  the  floor, 
and  came  up  bowing  as  they  do  to  idols.  The 
whole  service  was  conducted  in  the  midst  of 
300  C.  soldiers  who  were  borrowing  their 
home  and  yard  for  a  couple  of  days.  They 
crowded  around  and  looked  and  listened. 
Even  read  over  our  shoulders  as  we  sang 
from  the  hymnal.  Really,  it  took  courage  on 
th  part  of  Mr.  Li  to  invite  us,  just  when  a 
lot  of  our  friends  are  scared  to  admit  they 
know  us.   And  this  week,  he  came  and  said 


he  wished  we  could  come  once  a  week  to 
have  a  home  worship  service  to  help  teach 
his  children  and  any  of  the  neighbors  who 
want  to  come.   It  will  be  a  real  opening. 

Dec.  5,  Monday:  Left  the  house  at  6:30  to 
go  to  bury  this  Mrs.  Li.  The  early  news  says 
VP  Lie  is  flying  to  America  today,  but  will 
come  back  and  take  over  the  N.  govt,  later. 
Good  joke.  Notices  on  the  street  say  the 
liberators  intend  to  protect  foreigners  and 
that  the  people  can  believe  whatever  they  like. 
We  sat  at  Li's  for  hours  till  they  finally  served 
breakfast.  The  300  soldiers  had  left  early 
but  used  the  kitchen,  etc.,  first;  so  slowed 
down  the  family.  Li  said  they  were  very 
careful  and  considerate,  and  returned  every- 
thing they'd  borrowed  before  they  left.  They 
don't  resemble  their  predecessors  in  this  point. 
The  workmen  came  and  while  we  looked  on 
they  daubed  shut  the  casket.  Then  we  all  ate 
a  bit  of  breakfast  and  had  a  service.  Don 
went  on  to  the  country  for  the  actual  burial, 
but  we  girls  begged  off  and  came  home 
frozen  at  11:00.  Don  got  in  at  3:45.  While 
we  were  waiting  for  breakfast,  the  chief 
mourner  entertained  us  with  stories  of  how 
the  head  of  the  city  came  to  their  bank  at 
the  last  moment  and  ordered  them  to  produce 
3000  hard  silver  $  to  pay  the  bribe  the  re- 
treating soldiers  asked  to  keep  them  from 
burning  the  city  as  they  left.  It  was  impos- 
sible, since  their  bank  had  been  ordered  by 
the  same  official  not  to  deal  in  hard  cash. 
Eventually  they  called  in  heads  of  the  other 
banks,  and  among  them  scraped  up  20,000 
in  paper.  They  could  use  that  in  the  cities 
to  which  they  were  fleeing. 

Strangely  enough,  there  are  no  well-dressed 
people  in  town  and  none  in  foreign  dress. 
A  friend  of  ours,  whose  picture  you  have 
seen  with  James  and  Gordon  in  the  church 
paper,  came  back  from  the  country  today, 
dressed  in  a  typical  farmer  outfit,  and  with 
mud  carefully  smeared  on  his  new  cheap 
cloth  shoes.  Says  he,  "I  guess  the  liberating 
army  wouldn't  like  me  so  well  in  the  clothes 
I  usually  wear."  He's  right!  I  didn't  even 
know  a  class  lady  I'd  met  a  couple  of  times 
when  she  came  this  morning  to  tell  us  about 
how  their  home  was  looted  by  retreating 
soldiers. 

Dec.  6,  Tuesday:  Patients  in  the  clinic  had 
no  money  yesterday;  so  Julie  closed  up  shop. 
But  today  she  is  trying  to  make  ways  for 
them  to  pay,  since  the  poor  ones  are  the  ones 
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who  need  help  the  most,  and  who  don't  have 
silver  $  to  exchange  for  new  money.  The 
first  customer  paid  with  a  pair  of  homemade 
scissors  worth  1/10  of  a  deo  of  rice.  Reports 
today  say  Chungking  is  being  bombed.  (Later 
denied)  A  friend  comes  to  tell  us  the  lectures 
the  liberators  are  giving.  Three  months  and 
then  cometh  the  change.  Everyone  will  have 
an  opportunity  to  go  to  school,  all  the  way 
from  kindergarten  to  college.  Everyone  will 
give  four  hours'  work  a  day  to  the  govt.,  at 
whatever  his  profession.  We  will  wear  out 
the  good  clothes  we  have,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
by  the  time  they  need  replacements  (this  is 
the  people — not  the  foreigners  in  particular), 
our  thoughts  will  be  changed  and  we  will  be 
convinced  that  local  coarse  clothing  is  good 
enough.  If  we  want  luxuries — whether  ser- 
vants, or  fine  possessions — we  will  pay  a 
stiff  luxury  tax.  Late  in  the  afternoon  many 
troops  came  to  town.  One  group  put  up  for 
the  night  on  all  the  homes  on  our  street.  A 
bunch  of  them  burst  into  our  yard  and  set 
down  their  stuff,  but  when  I  went  out  and 
they  saw  my  foreign  features,  they  said  it 
was  all  a  mistake,  and  bolted  out.  A  young 
student  friend  of  Ruth's  came  with  a  very 
concerned  air,  and  placing  his  hand  on  her 


shoulder  whispered  into  her  ear  in  his  best 
English,  "My  dear,  you  must  go  home." 
Says  he's  heard  something  awful,  but  won't 
say  what. 

Dec.  8,  Thursday:  Got  a  great  big  lift  out 
of  hearing  that  the  phone  lines  were  open, 
and  calling  the  Stockwells.  We  had  arranged 
to  call  as  soon  as  possible.  Impossible  to  wire 
— no  rates.  Talked  to  both  Stockwells  and 
all  is  fine  with  them.  They  had  a  lot  of 
fallen  plaster  and  broken  windows  is  all. 
Esther  says  all  our  final  letters  got  out.  We 
had  sent  them  to  her  to  beg  free  rides  with 
her  fleeing  friends.  Principal  X  calls  to  say 
that  English  Bible  classes  in  the  schools  are 
temporarily  halted,  but  that  if  the  new  friends 
won't  let  him  invite  us  back,  he  will  "order" 
the  pupils  to  church  for  the  Sunday  morning 
classes !  Our  woman  takes  the  honors  at 
prayer  meeting  by  standing  up  and  giving  a 
sincere,  simple,  blessed  testimony  of  what  the 
Lord  has  done  for  her  since  she  accepted 
Him.  It  was  worth  two  years  in  China  to 
hear  that  five  minutes,  and  to  see  her  daily 
life  change  as  it  has. 

Dec.  10,  Saturday:  Julie  brings  in  the  clinic 
money.  Big  old  coppers  from  the  old  days, 
now  worth  1^  or  two  for  1^.   Nickel  money 


Clayton  Beyler,  who  did  relief  work  under  the  M.C.C.  in  China  for  several  years,  is  shown 
with  a  few  of  his  friends.    He  is  waiting  to  return  to  China  as  soon  as  the  door  opens. 
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In  China  many  people  are  unable  t6  read  and  write,  so  they  employ  a  professional 

writer. 


worth  either  10%  or  20%  of  the  printed 
value,  depending  on  the  design  on  the  border 
of  it.  Bills  left  from  the  silver  regime,  worth 
2^  on  the  $,  and  new  people's  money  worth 
11^  silver  for  $400.  Got  a  Christmas  card! 
An  old  lady  from  our  church  came  in  today 
after  18  days  on  a  wooden  boat  from  Chung- 
king. Mailed  a  cable  to  Olin  to  send  to 
Elkhart  whenever  possible.  Olin's  letter  says 
he  put  his  station  wagon  in  to  cold  storage 
during  the  worst  of  it,  and  drove  an  old  jeep 
he  had  inherited  from  Don  Moore  when  the 
E.C.A.  office  pulled  out.  They  gave  him 
everything.  One  jeep  was  intercepted  in  de- 
livery, and  is  now  in  line  with  the  rest  of  the 
thousands  of  vehicles  which  are  jammed  on 
the  road  between  Chungking  and  Chengtu. 
The  Methodist  girls'  school  in  Chungking  lost 
their  bus  the  same  way.  Tonight  the  street 
crier  came  banging  down  the  street  telling 
everyone  to  blow  out  the  lights.  There  was 
a  lone  plane  flying  above — very  unusual  to 
hear  a  plane  here — and  they  thought  we  were 
in  for  a  bombing. 

Dec.  11,  Sunday:  Kumming  turned  over 
ahead  of  Chengtu,  which  is  a  surprise  and 
quite  a  blow  to  some  people  and  their  troops. 


Esther  writes  that  we  all  got  named  in  the 
HK  papers,  courtesy  of  Mr.  Moosa,  as  staying- 
on  Americans.  A  friend  of  Don's  came  to  be 
talked  out  of  killing  himself.  He  is  at  the 
bottom  of  the  depths. 

Dec.  12,  Monday:  Christine  made  graham 
crackers,  and  they  tasted  real! 

Dec.  13,  Tuesday:  36  degrees  and  a  terrible 
fog.  Julie's  English  lesson:  Where  is  the 
capital  of  China  today?  last  week?  two  weeks 
ago?  and  so  forth. 

Dec.  14,  Wednesday:  Exchange  already  up 
to  6000.  Meat  5^  a  lb.  U.S.  money,  and  we 
bought  40  lbs.  to  smoke. 

There  you  have  it.  We're  warm,  well,  and 
set  for  whatever  may  come.  The  new  govt, 
officials  won't  get  in  for  a  couple  of  months, 
likely,  so  we  don't  know  the  real  score  till 
then.  But  meantime  we  have  more  time  to 
study,  which  is  good.  Don  works  hard  on 
his  instruction  classes,  which  meet  each  Sun- 
day afternoon.  A  dozen  people,  I  think.  Don 
and  I  and  Frances  and  Julie  are  going  up  to 
an  outstation  to  have  a  Christmas  with  them 
after  we  have  it  here  on  Sunday  and  at  the 
orphanage  on  Monday. 

January  3,  1950 
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Dec.  16:  I  guess,  where  it  says,  "Don  broke 
down  and  built  a  fire,  and  I  broke  down  and 
sat  by  it  all  day  writing  home."  Actually,  it 
is  very  unusual  for  us  to  have  a  fire  this 
year,  even  in  the  evening.  Last  year  we  about 
froze  going  in  and  out  from  heat  to  cold;  so 
this  year  we  girls  are  all  in  Chinese  padded 
garments  and  getting  along  well.  Don  suffers 
more  because  he  hasn't  bothered  to  get  a 
garment.  The  temperature  is  in  the  low 
thirties  these  mornings,  and  gets  up  into  the 
forties  during  the  day,  and  we  sit  pretty  com- 
fortably in  study  without  heat.  Remarkable 
what  one  can  get  used  to.  Their  garments 
are  just  like  skintight  overcoats,  I  guess. 
What  means  the  most  to  me  is  the  way  they 
come  across  our  wishbones,  right  where  we 
usually  get  the  coldest. 

Dec.  18:  Lots  of  soldiers  on  the  streets  these 
days  and  several  visits  from  them.  Wanted  to 
borrow  things,  wanted  to  play  ball  on  our 
court,  wanted  to  try  our  keys  to  force  open  a 
neighbor's  house  to  occupy  it.  The  owner  had 
fled.  So  far  we  have  gotten  by  with  saying 
that  it  is  not  convenient,  or  just  plain  "no." 
I  guess  for  nonresistants  we  are  pretty  resist- 
ant, but  I'm  afraid  they'll  be  just  like  the 
camel  in  the  tent  once  they  ever  get  their 
noses  in.  Authentic  word  today  of  the  awful 
massacre  of  the  accumulation  of  political  pris- 
oners on  the  edge  of  Chungking.  They  were 
a  nationalist  collection  of  several  years — sus- 
pected Communists — so  when  things  got  hot, 
the  Nationalists  slaughtered  them  wholesale 
with  knives,  machine  guns,  and  then  fire. 
The  liberators  have  left  the  whole  spectacle 
untouched  to  show  folks  what  the  N's  were 
like.  A  few  miraculously  got  out,  and  have 
told  what  it  was  like.  A  friend  of  ours  dis- 
appeared with  her  little  girl  that  night,  and 
all  of  us  think  that  means  her  husband,  who 
had  been  in  for  years,  was  one  of  those  who 
made  a  getaway.  We  hope  so,  at  least.  Our 
nurse,  Julie,  has  word  that  twenty-some  of 
her  classmates  at  the  Chungking  hospital  have 
joined  up  the  new  army.  She  is  much  taken 
by  the  thought  of  the  bitterness  they  eat. 

Dec.  20:  Don  and  I  wrapped  gifts.  Made 
candy  with  Christine  and  we  packed  two 
lovely  boxes  that  looked  like  they  were  right 
off  the  shelf  of  a  Fannie  May  store.  But  when 
we  tried  to  mail  them  to  Stockwells  and 
Enmei  (our  good  friend  Dr.  Yui),  the  P.  O. 
says  it  can  only  accept  letters.  So  Don  got  up 
early  next  morning  and  persuaded  someone 


on  the  steamer  to  take  them  down.  The  serv- 
ants gave  us  a  tyiao  (two  bushels)  of  tange- 
rines and  a  chicken. 

Dec.  21:  The  new  armies  have  occupied 
all  buildings  behind  our  compound,  which 
were  formerly  local  government  offices.  Now 
we  have  singing  and  bugling  and  drilling 
aloud  from  before  dawn  till  after  dark.  And 
we  can't  even  go  out  to  the  clothesline  with- 
out a  whole  line  of  observers. 

Dec.  22:  To  Phillip's  home  for  a  birthday 
celebration.  He  came  last  night  at  4:00  ex- 
pecting us  to  be  able  to  come  along  for  supper. 
That's  a  Chinese  custom  we  never  will  get 
used  to,  I  think.  Don  had  to  watch  us  eat. 
He's  taking  sulpha  for  an  intestinal  upset, 
and  living  on  milk  and  toast.  The  radio  is 
done  for — a  little  key  battery  went  out. 

Dec.  24:  Last-minute  wrapping  and  deco- 
rating. Ruth  has  supervised  the  teen-age  chil- 
dren in  making  a  really  beautiful  large-size 
manger  scene,  and  Christine  has  been  helping 
them  make  gadgets  for  the  tree.  In  the  eve- 
ning we  had  a  program  of  singing  and  read- 
ing of  the  Christmas  story.  Because  there 
were  so  many  strangers,  I  led  the  singing.  The 
church  was  packed  and  overflowing.  Then 
after  church  the  servants  and  all  the  gang  of 
co-workers  had  dessert,  songs,  and  gifts  to- 
gether. I  called  Esther  this  morning  and  she 
is  as  lonely  as  I.  No  word  out  of  Chengtu 
yet  but  plenty  of  ugly  rumors  about  really 
stiff  fighting.  Olin  thinks  he  has  sent  our 
cable.  A  whole  parade  of  nice  people  with 
tiny  sensible  gifts  today,  which  makes  us 
happy. 

Dec.  25,  Christmas:  Everybody  in  the  prop- 
er spirit,  and  the  coffee  even  extra  good.  Good 
attendance,  singing,  sermon,  and  spirit  at 
church.  In  the  p.m.  the  orphanage  children 
had  special  permission  to  come  in  for  S.S.  Big 
meeting  all  together,  with  the  church  running 
over.  Each  class  sang,  Gordon  told  the  Chris- 
mas  story  with  flannelgraph  materials,  and 
we  passed  out — wonder  of  wonders — a  lovely 
foreign  Christmas  card  to  each  child.  I  wish 
people  could  see  the  joy  not  only  children  but 
well-educated  adults  get  from  those  old  cards. 
I  tell  you  they  look  a  lot  more  beautiful  to  us 
from  here,  too!  Thali  and  Irmtrud,  the  C.I.M. 
girls,  for  supper  and  the  evening,  but  it  was 
pretty  dull  because  we  were  all  too  tired. 

Dec.  26:  Sent  all  the  supplies  for  a  specially 
good  dinner  to  the  orphanage  this  morning. 
This  p.m.  a  group  of  indignant  little  young- 
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sters  came  hot-footing  in  to  tell  us  that  their 
higher-ups  had  copped  on  to  a  good  bit  of 
the  supplies,  and  they  didn't  even  "eat  full." 
It  is  true,  and  we  were  so  ired  by  it  that  we 
bought  another  fifty  pounds  of  meat  and  some 
vegetables  and  sent  it  out  for  their  supper. 
This  nasty  official  had  already  come  back  to 
town,  thinking  the  show  was  over.  This  was 
probably  the  wrong  technique,  but  certainly 
was  doing  what  comes  naturally.  Is  there  any- 
thing lower  than  taking  food  from  children 
who  only  eat  like  that  once  a  year?  The  same 
fellow  wouldn't  let  them  put  up  a  Christmas 
tree  which  several  little  fellows  skipped  din- 
ner to  go  after  it  in  the  country.  Scrooge,  the 
second ! 

Dec.  27:  Last  night  we  changed  all  plans, 
which  had  called  for  Don  and  me  to  go  to  the 
outstation  north  of  here  for  Christmas  tomor- 
row. Decided  we  should  go  to  Chungking  in- 
stead and  see  why  a  week  of  sulphagwan  and 
careful  diet  hadn't  touched  his  diarrhea.  So 
this  morning  we  got  on  the  steamer  at  6:30 
and  sat  till  9:30  waiting  for  the  fog  to  lift. 
We  hadn't  gone  more  than  ten  minutes  when 
it  dropped  as  suddenly  as  it  had  gone,  and 
before  the  steamer  could  stop  and  drop  anchor 
we  ran  aground.  It  took  more  than  two  hours 
to  fix  the  damage,  and  then  we  barely  crawled 
to  Chungking.  First  we  hoped  to  get  there 
for  lunch,  then  tea,  then  supper,  and  then  we 
just  hoped  to  get  there  at  all.  Got  in  after 
dark  instead  of  the  usual  1:30  or  so.  We  got 
in  after  dark,  only  to  find  that  the  new  sol- 
diers were  searching  every  person  and  his  bag- 
gage; so  getting  off  the  steamer  was  a  long 
job.  They're  looking  for  guns.  They  frisked 
Don,  but  when  I  stood  up  in  front  of  the  sol- 
dier to  be  gone  over,  he  decided  against  it 
and  didn't  touch  me.  They  looked  in  our  bag 
but  not  very  thoroughly,  and  after  that  awful 
climb  of  300  plus  steps  we  were  standing  on 
the  streets  of  Chungking.  Got  rickshas  to 
Stockwells  and  found  they  were  gone  for  the 
evening,  so  the  cook  fixed  us  a  big  dinner  and 
we  sat  by  the  fire  enjoying  life.  It  was  cer- 
tainly nice  to  have  someone  as  glad  to  see  us 
as  they  were  when  they  came  home  and  we 
stepped  out  on  the  porch.  They're  having 
troubles  on  every  hand,  and  are  missing  their 
friends  and  class.  Anyway,  their  home  is  the 
most  like  being  home  of  any  place  I  know  this 
side  of  the  Pacific.  We  thank  God  for  them 
both. 

Dec,  29:    To  Dr.  Allen,  of  the  Canadian 


Hospital,  for  Don  to  have  a  good  going  over 
and  a  look  at  his  diarrhea  in  particular.  He's 
okay  otherwise,  but  Allen  thinks  he  has  amoe- 
bic. There  were  cysts  in  the  smear  they  made, 
which  probably  are  a  form  of  amoebic — a 
hard-to-fight  form  at  that.  So  he  is  having 
a  course  of  emetine  this  week,  and  will  get 
something  next  week  to  carry  home  and  take. 
It  extends  our  Chungking  visit  longer  than 
we  like  to  be  away  from  home  just  now,  but 
it's  really  something  we  both  can  use — a 
change.  And  now  we've  had  several  days  of 
rest  and  good  fellowship.  Esther  and  Enmei 
are  two  real  rocks  in  a  weary  land.  Word 
this  week  of  the  mining  of  harbors,  and  the 
sinking  of  a  big  steamer  in  the  Yangtze. 
Stockwells  got  a  lot  of  October  air  mail  today. 
Jan.  1,  Sunday:  The  first  of  a  three-day 
New  Year's  celebration  proclaimed  by  the 
new  government.  Everybody  marched  and 
danced  in  the  streets,  from  various  motiva- 
tions ranging  from  the  staff  of  life  to  their 
own  enthusiasm  or  desire  for  a  transcript. 
Wish  I  could  tell  you  more;  someday  we  will. 
The  campus  here  where  Stockwells  live  was 


the  meeting  place  for  all  workingmen;  so  of 
course  many  thousands  gathered  here  in  the 
morning,  forming  up  their  parade.  Everyone 
carried  at  least  a  small  banner  and  many  car- 
ried huge  placards.  The  Chinese  are  certainly 
artists — particularly  when  our  humble  coun- 
try is  involved.  The  whole  parade  had  to  pass 
the  church  where  we  intended  to  have  morn- 
ing worship;  so  we  stood  outside  and  watched 
a  good  many.  Finally  Pastor  Wan  tried  to 
start,  and  did  a  good  job  of  concentrating  con- 
sidering the  uproar  outside  and  the  hundreds 
of  faces  staring  in  the  windows.  Sometimes 
we  couldn't  hear  him  at  all  when  one  of  the 
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Chinese  cymbal  outfits  started  up.  Esther  and 
I  sang  a  duet  for  special  music,  and  fortu- 
nately— or  maybe  otherwise — all  was  reason- 
ably quiet  during  that  time. 

The  first  word  out  of  Chengtu  today — a 
short  wire  from  Knettler  saying  all  was  well. 
We  were  all  much  relieved,  for  there  were 
certainly  a  lot  of  rumors  and  Chengtu  was 
ages  getting  liberated.    They  expected  it  al- 


ready about  the  tenth,  and  it  didn't  come  till 
the  thirtieth.  So  now  Olin  had  word  from  all 
Methodist  stations,  and  is  cabling  home.  I 
asked  him  to  include  Elkhart  Mennonites  in 
his  cable,  so  Gene  and  Luella's  families  would 
get  notified.  You  will  hear  again  about  us. 
Then  last  night — this  is  the  third — came  let- 
ters from  Chengtu,  Jean  Knettler  had  written 
a  sort  of  daily  journal  of  the  progress  of 
things,  and  finished  it  off  as  soon  as  the  post 
office  would  accept  it.  They  saw  a  lot  more 
activity  than  we.  There  was  a  lot  of  local 
trouble.  One  day  we  heard  on  the  radio  that 
the  general  in  charge  at  the  moment  was  los- 
ing his  troops  so  rapidly  that  he  ordered  all 
city  gates  locked,  and  in  a  few  hours  had  ar- 
rested more  than  a  thousand  men  who  had 
changed  clothes! 

We  will  likely  go  home  on  Friday.  I  hope 
we  take  a  bus  to  Peipei  and  catch  the  steamer 
there.  Otherwise  it  means  getting  up  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  and  going  to  the  river 
front.  In  fact,  that  would  be  impossible  al- 
most from  this  distance  because  there's  cur- 
few, and  Olin  has  no  vehicle  running  except 
his  scooter.  They  won't  let  him  drive  his  sta- 
tion wagon  without  registering  it,  and  don't 


make  provision  for  registration;  so  that's  that. 
Were  he  to  venture  out  in  it,  it  would  be 
seized.  So  far,  he's  talked  his  way  out  of  it 
with  scooter.  I  don't  know  how  the  bus  trip 
will  proceed.  Miss  Desjardins  from  the  Meth- 
odist girls'  school — about  an  hour  out  of  town 
from  here  told  Don  that  their  bus  was  stopped 
and  everyone  searched  three  times  just  in  the 
distance  from  there  to  the  city.  The  men  had 
to  strip  down  to  their  undershirts.  Probably 
travel  will  become  increasingly  difficult  from 
here  on  in — that's  one  of  the  reasons  we  came 
when  we  did.  In  Hochwan  it  was  easier  than 
ever  the  day  we  came.  The  old  water  police 
was  gone,  of  course,  and  nobody  has  succeed- 
ed them.  So  it  was  just  a  matter  of  walking 
on  to  the  boat. 

The  future  is  a  real  unknown  quantity.  In 
a  great  many  ways  we  are  fortunate  to  be  so 
noninstitutionalized.  It  is  the  schools  and 
hospitals  and  other  such  institutions  that  are 
making  the  trouble  just  now.  I  think  when 
the  new  government  get  going  things  will 
straighten  out  for  the  most  part.  At  least 
folks  like  Olin  are  all  willing  to  watch  and 
wait  for  several  months  before  passing  any 
final  judgments.  In  our  own  tiny  work,  it 
has  not  been  that  we  have  any  great  convic- 
tions against  institutions,  but  our  minimum 
of  personnel,  both  in  workers  and  in  lay  peo- 
ple, has  of  course  not  made  it  possible  for  us 
to  have  anything  going.  We  need  a  church 
first,  and  church  institutions  afterward.  And 
so  our  program  has  been  pretty  clearly  evan- 
gelistic from  the  day  one.  We  hope  and  pray 
that  always  we  will  at  least  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  individual  and  home  contacts,  which 
after  all  is  a  big  area  and  awfully  important 
to  the  foundational  work  that  needs  to  be 
done. 

Don  and  Dorothy  McCammon. 


Don   McCammon   with   his   friends. 
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Bihar,  India,  Mennonite  Mission 


FOREIGN  MISSIONARY  DIRECTORY  OF  THE  BIHAR  MISSION 


Name 


Address 


Arrival     First      Second    Second       Third         Third 
on  Field  Furlough  Term    Furlough    Term  Furlough 


S.  J.  Hostetler  Route  5,   Goshen,   Indiana  Served  in  C.P. 

Ida    Hostetler  Route  5,   Goshen,   Indiana  Served  in  C.P. 

M.  C.  Vogt  Tori,  E.I.R.,  Chandwa  P.O.,  Bihar  Served  in  C.P. 

Esther  Vogt  Tori,  E.I.R.,  Chandwa  P.O.,  Bihar  Served  in  C.P. 
Gladys  Weaver  Becker    Latehar,   E.I.R.,   Palamau,   Bihar    Served  in  C.P. 

Henry   Becker  Latehar,   E.I.R.,   Palamau,   Bihar     1948 

John  Beachy  Tori,  E.I.R.,  Chandwa  P.O.,  Bihar  1948 

Miriam    Beachy  Tori,  E.I.R.,  Chandwa  P.O.,  Bihar  1948 

Paul  Kniss  Latehar,   E.I.R.,   Palamau,   Bihar     1950 

Esther  Kniss  Latehar,   E.I.R.,   Palamau,   Bihar     1950 


1939-44 

1944-46 

1946-49 

1949 

1939-44 

1944-46 

1946-49 

1949 

1941-46 

1946-49 

1949 

1941-46 

1946-49 

1949 

1948 

Puerto  Rico  Mennonite  Mission 

MISSIONARY  DIRECTORY  OF  THE  PUERTO  RICO  MISSION 


Arrival 

First 

Second       Second 

Third 

Name 

Present  Address 

on  Field 

Furlough 

Term       Furlough 

Term 

Linda   Reimer 

La    Plata,    Puerto    Rico 

1947 

1947-48 

1948 

Lester  T.    Hershey 

Box  1018,  Aibonito 

1947 

1949 

1949 

Alta  Hershey 

Box  1018,  Aibonito 

1947 

1949 

1949 

Beulah    Litwiller 

Box  1018,  Aibonito 

1947 

Marjorie  Shantz 

La  Plata 

1947 

1947-48 

1948 

Marie    Yoder 

Box  1018,  Aibonito 

1947 

George  D.  Troyer 

Box  1018,  Aibonito 

Served 

in   C.P.    India   Mission 

1944 

Kathryn   Troyer 

Box  1018,  Aibonito 

Served 

in   C.P.   India   Mission 

1944 

Elmer    Springer 

Box  1018,  Aibonito 

1946 

Clara    Springer 

Box  1018,  Aibonito 

1946 

Nortell    Troyer 

Box  1018,  Aibonito 

1946 

Elda   Troyer 

Box  1018,  Aibonito 

1948 

Paul  Louver 

La  Plata 

1948 

Lois   Lauver 

La  Plata 

1948 

Wilbur  Nachtigall 

Palo  Hincado,  Barranquitas 

1949 

Grace    Nachtigall 

Palo  Hincado,  Barranquitas 

1949 

West  China  Mennonite 
Mission 


MISSIONARY  DIRECTORY  OF  WEST  CHINA  MISSION 


Arrival 

Name 

Address 

on  Field 

Don    McCammon 

Hochwan,  Szechwan 

1947 

Dorothy   McCammon  Hochwan,  Szechwan 

1947 

Ruth  Bean 

Hochwan,  Szechwan 

1947 

Christine   Weaver 

Hochwan,  Szechwan 

1947 

Louella    Blosser 

House  51,  Huasipa, 
Chengtu,  Szechwan 

1947 

Eugene    Blosser 

House  51,  Huasipa, 

Chengtu,  Szechwan 

1949 

Clayton    Beyler 

Hesston,  Kansas 

Gladys    Beyler 

Hesston,  Kansas 

Japan  Mennonite  Mission 

MISSIONARY  DIRECTORY  OF  THE   JAPAN   MISSION 


Name 


Address 


Arrival 
on  Field 


Carl  Beck 
Esther  Beck 
Ralph  Buckwalter 
Genevieve    Buckwalter 


Osaka,  Japan  1949 

Osaka,  Japan  1949 

Tokyo,  Japan  1949 

Tokyo,  Japan  1949 
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THE  WORK  AT  RABANAL 
(Concluded  from  page  161) 

The  needs  of  Rabanal  are  many  but  ^their 
greatest  need  is  that  of  the  Gospel.  Our 
thoughts  are  truly  expressed  in  John  4:35: 
"Say  not  ye,  There  are  yet  four  months,  and 
then  cometh  harvest?  behold,  I  say  unto  you, 
Lift  up  your  eyes,  and  look  on  the  fields;  for 
they  are  white  already  to  harvest." 

La  Plata,  Puerto  Rico. 


THE  BUILDING  PROGRAM 

(Concluded  from  page  166) 

a  tin  roof,  it  was  almost  impossible  to  have 
school  on  rainy  days  because  of  the  noise  of 
the  rain  beating  on  the  tin.  So  a  ceiling  of 
wallboard  was  put  in  to  shut  out  the  noise. 
Just  before  the  end  of  the  year  we  repaired 
and  painted  some  of  the  other  buildings  on 
the  project.  La  Plata,  Puerto  Rico. 


♦  •♦ 


CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS  FOR  1949  (Concluded) 


5  The  Litwiller  family  moved  to  Buenos 
Aires. 

18-31  The  Latin  American  Conference  was 
held  in  Buenos  Aires. 

21  To  William  E.  Hallman  and  B.  Frank 
Byler  were  delivered  two  Willy's  station 
wagons  which  had  been  ordered  in  Sep- 
tember of  the  previous  year. 

AUGUST 

4  An  all-day  Missionary  and  Workers'  Meet- 
ing was  held  in  Ramos  Mejia* 

10  This  was  the  coldest  day  for  years — seven 
above  zero  in  some  places.  Without  heat 
in  the  houses,  and  many  lacking  sufficient 
clothing,  there  was  considerable  suffering. 

12-15  The  Chaco  workers  enjoyed  a  visit 
from  Brother  Giesbrecht  of  the  Mennonite 
colony  of  Paraguay. 

SEPTEMBER 

15  The  western  zone  had  a  district  workers' 
meeting  in  Tres  Lomas. 

19  The  long-drawn-out  task  of  cutting,  haul- 
ing, and  placing  palm  tiles  on  the  church 
at  League  15  in  the  Chaco  was  finished. 
Everybody  happy. 

23-26  Amos  Swartzentruber  held  special 
meetings  in  Tres  Lomas. 

27-October  2  Ernesto  Suarez  held  special 
meetings  in  Pehuajo. 

OCTOBER 

2  A  new  place  of  worship  is  opened  in  Buenos 
Aires — Sunday  services  began  at  Mer- 
cedes 149. 

7-9  The  Swartzentruber  family  visited  the 
congregations  in  America,  Villegas,  Pied- 
ritas,  and  Ameghino,  having  baptism  and 
communion  services  in  the  last  three  men- 
tioned. 

11  The  Bragado  congregation  opened  work  in 
the  little  town  of  La  Limpia. 


22  J.  H.  Koppenhaver  was  installed  as  the 
pastor  for  the  outstation  of  French.  He 
and  B.  Frank  Byler  were  in  charge  of  a 
baptismal  service  at  this  place. 

26  Brother  and  Sister  Nelson  Litwiller  visited 
the  churches  in  Arrecifes  and  Salto. 

20-23  Special  evangelistic  meetings  were  held 
in  Carlos  Casares. 

23-30  There  were  tent  meetings  in  Mechita. 
Brother  Coconi,  David  Lopen,  and  Martin 
Obregon  served  as  evangelists. 

25  Dennis  Franklin  was  born  in  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  B.  Frank  Byler.  Quin- 
tina  Gutierrez  moved  from  Paso  to  Amer- 
ica. 

NOVEMBER 

2  The  Bible  School  at  Bragado  had  its  gradu- 
ation exercises. 

3-6  William  E.  Hallman  served  as  evangelist 
in  the  special  meetings  held  in  the  Bragado 
Church. 

4  The  Carlos  Casares  congregation  had  com- 
munion service. 

7-13  A  Gospel  team  from  the  Bible  School 
made  a  tour  visiting  seven  churches  west 
of  Bragado:  Ameghino,  America,  Santa 
Rosa,  Tres  Lomas,  Trenque  Lauquen, 
Pehuajo,  and  Carlos  Casares. 

8  The  Samuel  E.  Miller  family  arrived  in 
Buenos  Aires,  returning  from   furlough. 

16  Communion  and  baptism  held  in  Santa 
Rosa,  with  seven  people  baptized. 

16-20  Special  evangelistic  meetings  were  held 
in  French. 

20  Six  Indians  were  baptized  at  Nam  Cum, 
and  communion  services  were  held  at  the 
same  time.  There  were  dedication  services 
for  the  new  place  of  worship  at  Mercedes 
149,  Buenos  Aires. 
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22  Martin  Duerksen  and  family,  from  Para- 
guay, arrived  at  Nam  Cum  to  take  charge 
there  until  the  arrival  of  the  Samuel  E. 
Millers. 

25  A  farewell  meeting  was  held  for  the 
Shanks  prior  to  their  departure  from  the 
Chaco. 

30  Alterations  and  redecoration  were  finished 
in  the  Trenque  Lauquen  Church. 

DECEMBER 

1-4  There  was  a  Pastors'  and  Workers'  Meet- 


ing and  Annual  Conference  held  in 
Pehuajo,  with  special  services  celebrating 
the  thirtieth  anniversary  of  the  Pehuajo 
congregation. 

1 1  Amos  Swartzentruber  preached  the  rededi- 
cation  sermon  for  the  Trenque  Lauquen 
Church. 

12-24  Daily  vacation  Bible  schools  were  held 
in  Trenque  Lauquen,  Pehuajo,  Carlos 
Casares,  and  Bragado. 
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